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THE 


PREFACE. 


0 learn from the Example of thoſe 
T Fannie þ of God, I 6d peck 
before, is taught us by S. Paul, who in 
hy Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Cc. 11. in- 
ftrutts that Pev rf way the ſeucral In- 
ſtances of Enoch, Noe, Abraham,Mo- 
les, Jephte, Samuel. the Prophets, &c. 
in the Fundamental Duty of Faith ; 
and by the Fea of's Efefts it had in 
them, firſt ſweetly inſpires them with 
the Senſe of their Obligation, and then 
ſtrongly moves them to the Imit ation of 
ſuch great Examples. This ſame 'Me- 
thad bas been ever ſince obſer! a by all 
the Zealous Promoters of Chriſtian 
Diſciplin and Piety, who. to encourage 
more Powerfully thei Followers topur- 
ſue the Narrow way of the Goſpel. have 
ever made uſe of this Expedient, as par- 
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| ticularly $.Chryſoltom, S.Bencdict, 
| Cailiodorus, &c, And what bas been 
the Succeſs of it, S. Auguftin ſuffici- 
ent teſtifics both in himſelf and others, 
epi pai, ip. the Examples of others 


ſion, and given him a great Awverſion to 
himſelf and Sin. And there's no que- 
ftion, this bas been one Principal Moteve 
to 0117 Holy Predeceſſors, the Primitive 
Paſtrs of the Church of God, to Con- 
ſecrate Days in Memory of the Holy 
Servants of God departed, and appoint 
their Feſtivals to be kept ; that bence 
the Faithful, in all Ages, might learn 
fram their Examples, and by admiring 
their Virtues, have Daily Encourage- 
ment t0 foo their fteps. This we are 
taught by $. Auguſtin, who ſays, that 
Chriſtians Celebrate the Memory of 
Martyrs with a Religious Solemnity, 
that they may be excited to an Imitati- 
on of them, be Partakers of their Me- 
rits. and aſſiſted by thetr Prayers: And 
by S. Chryſoftom 3 No Body is 19no- 
rant. ſays he, that Chriſtians Celebrate 
the Triumpbs of the Martyrs, that they 


may 
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may give them the Honor that is due. 
and by their Examples be inſtruGed in 
the way of Virtue, This the Church 
Her fe 'f has declar'd in the Collett of 
S. Felix, Jan.14. where ſhe thus prays : 
Grant, we beleech thee, Almighty 
God, that the Examples of thy 
Saints may excite us to the Amend- 
ment of our Lives; that as we Ce- 
Jebrate their Feltivals, ſo we may 
imitate their Virtues, 

It ought to be then one Buſineſs of 
Chriſtians, to anſwer thoſe Furpoſes., 
far which theſe Soleninities were or- 
daind, ana not ts cifzppoins ire 
Church, Solicitows for their Eternal 
Good, in this ſo Holy an Inſtitution. 
To help them in thu Work, is the De- 

n of this little Volume; which be- 
ing @ kind of Abridgement of all the 
Saints Lives, both in the Roman ax4 
SarumCalendar,and laying before then: 
thiſe Particular Excelencies.for which 
th:y were moſt Remarkable, furnithes 
them with Daily Matter, both for 
their Devatim and Imitation ; and 
may be ſerviceable, eſpecially to thoſe. 
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wha are not provided with larger Vo- 
lumes. or have not leiſure to read them: 
So that by a paſſing Glance here, th:y 
may be infurn''d of the true Spirit of 
the Church in all ber Feſtivals, and 
be deliver d from that miſchievous Ig- 
nance, with which too many go t» 
Prayers ; who knowing little more of 
the Days beſides their Names, are de- 
priv'd of thiſc many Advantages, the 
Church has deſign'd them in their In- 
ſtitutton, 

I will a14 nothing more, but be- 
feech Almighty God: that as he has 
re roifelly 2porided mus with ſo many 
Great Examdoles. ſo hz will give us 
Graze to follow them, which I hzarti- 
ly beg for all, that ſhall wſe this 
Book. and:hoge they will do the ſame 
for NM, 
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Vigil of St. Andrew, Nov. 29. 


Ecclus 44+ 26+ 45. 10. fe. 1.35.51, 


Is Repare by Faſting, Humiliati- 
on, and Self-denta], for the fol- 


lowing Feſtival : So many de- 
grees of the Divine Spirit thou mayeſt 


hope to obtain, as thou renounceſt thy 
ONe» 
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8 St. Saturnings, 


It being alſo ihe Day of St. Satur- 


ninus, | 


WW H O under the Emperor Maximi- 
a», having ſuffer'd a long Im- 

. prifonment, and many Torments, both 
of Racks and Fire, was at length Be- 
headed for his Faith in Chriſt. Give 
Thanks for his Viftory ; Pray for all, 
who at this time, are ſuffering for Ju- 
Nice or Faith; and while thou haſt the 
Example before thee of ſuch as have 
given their Lives for Chriſt, fail not to 
ſh:w ſome more than uſual Patience in 
whatever thou haſt ro ſuffer this Day. 
t can beno Advanta: to thee, ro Rye 

nor the Martyrs, if thou receiveſt thy 
Trials with the Impatience of Unbe- 
lievers. To have the Faith of a Chri- 
ſtian, and ſuff-r as one, who believes 
not, cannot be the way to a Crown. 
Pur thy Sou! therefore in a good Diſ- 
poſition, whether for preſent Troubles, 
or whatever are to come ; Pray for Pa- 
rience, Submiſton and Courage ; they 
are the Gifts of God, and as he has 
granted them to others, ſo the like 
Mercy is open to thee; if thou perſe- 
vereſt in asking with a firm Hope ia 
God ; 


November 29. 9 
God ; if thou doſt not deſpair becauſe 
of thy own Weakneſs, nor expeCt to 
go thro' thy Sufferings withour Trou- 
ble. On the Day of a Martyr, ſuffer 
ſomething as a Martyr. 


St. Andrew, Nov. 20, 


Rom. 10+ 10, 18. Aa. 4. 18, 22. 


I, H E was an Apoſtle: Pray for all 
thoſe, that ſucceed in his Fun- 
&ion : Pray for all Biſhops and Paſtors, 
that they may be quickned with the 
Spirit and Zeal of the Apoſtles, for the 
good of the Church and their Flock. 

2. He was a Martyr, and died on a 
Croſs: Pray for all under whatever 
Croſs and AfﬀiQtion ; beſeech Almigh- 
ty God to give them the Patience of 
this Apoſtle, that in their ſufferings 
they may not. loſe , but poſſeſs their 
Souls, and _ the fruit of the Croſs 
in laſting Comforts. 


St. Andrew, the Brother of Peter, and 
Diſciple of St. John Baptift, had no 
ſooner heard .-from his - Maſter, that 
Chriſt was the Lamb of God, that takes , 
away the Sins of the World, but he 

As preſeutly 


IO Sr, Andrew, 


preſently follow'd him, and informin 
his Brother of the Treaſure he ha 
found, conduted him likewiſe to him ; 
an excellent ſtep to the Apoſtleſhip, 
and proper means for his becoming a 
True Diſciple. Chriſt cameto ſeek that 
which was loft, and thofe, who enter 
into his School, muſt not come with- 
out this Charity, All ſtand in need of 
Chriſt's help, and there's no better way 
of ſecuring this, than by our helping 
others, and communicating to them 
whar light we have, for their InſtruQti- 
on ; for Chriſt being in all his Members, 
in this we dofervice, not only to them, 
but to him, and oblige him-to our pro- 
re&ion, and more plentifully to pour 
forth his Bleſſings on us, for our per- 
p:tual Eſtabliſhment in all good. 

As many as do thus, have reaſon to 
rejoice on this Feſtival, and raiſe their 
hopes to a lively Confidence in the Al 
iiftance of Heaven, fince God, who 1s 
:1finit in Charity, cannot deny his 
(:ace to thoſe, who being made after 
'1's Likeneſs, endeavour daily to perfet 
'{.is Image, by the ſincere imitation of 
li: Love, I with all Chriſtians would 
beartily petition this Day for the en- 
create of this Charity, hs as they 
protels themſelves Members of Chriſt, 

lo 
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ſo they would give this ſolid proof of 
it, by concurring with their Head, as 
far as their Circumſtances will permir, 
in giving Life to the World: This is 
what Chriſt has undertaken, and as ma» 
ny, as are truly incorporated in him, 
will, to their Power, contribute to the 
carrying on his Work: The Wicked- 
neſs of the World, and general Corru- 
ption of Chriſtians, afford too frequent 
Opportunities of praftiſing this Chart- 
ty 3 ſince whoever makes one of any 
Company, muſt, with very little Ob- 
ſervation, too often find a want of it, 
in the common Abuſes of prophaning 
God's Name, of Hurtful, Uncharita- 
ble, and Looſe Diſcourſes, and ſuch 
Exceſles, as are inconſiſtent with the 
Humility, Modeſty, and Temperance 
of the Goſpel. And how have theſe 
Evils gain'd ſuch Authority, as, in 
ſome manner, to be eſteem'd no Re- 
{mg to our Profeſſion, but becauſe, 
or want of this Charity, Chriſtians 
have not Courage to ſhew their diſlike 
of what is evil, but chuſe rather weak- 
ly to comply, than reprove what they 
know deſerves it? They have/found 


Chriſt, burdare not, with this Apoſtle, 


inform their Friends, where he is; but 
by joining with'them in their Inficmi- 
ries 
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ties and Diſorders, help to confirm 
them in their Darkneſs. This is a 
Weakneſs. which ought to be renoun- 
ced this Day, that while we pretend 
to honor this Apoſtle in his Feſtival, 
we may ſincerely do it, by the Imita- 
tion of his Vertues, of his Charity, 
his Courage, and his Zeal; and endea- 
vor to render the PraQtice of them ſo 
faſhionable, thar it' may become as 
Friendly and Familiar amongſt Chri- 
ſNtians, to put one another in mind of 
their Faulrs, for the bringing them 
nearer to Chriſt, and to Heaven, as ir 
15 to inform them, of what is likely 
ro prejudice their Heaith, or preſcribe 
them a Remedy, when they are Indiſ- 
poled or Sick. Something of this 
ou't.t. ro be encourag'd; for truly 
?r 15 no ſma)] Refletion on Chriſtians, 
that believing their Salvation to be 
the only Subſtantial Good, they can» 
not bear being put in mind, when they 
are guing our of the way, but by their 
Dilp!eafure diſcourage this Charity, 
and willingly admitting all otherHcIps, 
take it for an Aﬀcont on'y ro be he'p'd 
towards Heaven. T his is nothing to 
the <fitt of Pride; and tho? we know, 
was by this, Paradiſe was firſt loſt, 
yer we Carry it on ti!l; and by fol- 
lowing 
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lowing its Suggeſtions, evidently ha- 
zard our perpetual Fxclufion ; and no- 
thing can diſappoint its Malice fo 
much, as the Goodneſs of rhoſe, who 
not aw'd by its Diſcouragements, ven- 
ture the promoting our Eternal Inte- 
reſt, tho' with the Danger of our Dif 
pleaſure. X 

This is the Inſtruftion, this Sainte 
gives us, in his firſt ſtep towards 
Chriſt; and ſee how his Charity was 


rewarded; for not long after, being 


employed in his Fiſhing, Chriſt calls 
upon him, and commands him to fol- 
low him, accompanying his Call with 
that powerful Grace, that without any 
Regard to the Concerns of this Life, 
he preſently quitted his Nets, and fol- 
lowing his new Maſter, never more 
departed from him. A good Lefſon 
for thoſe, that undertake his Funttion ; 
their Buſineſs is Chriſt, and not this 
World ; and as many as go to Chriſt, 
not leaving this World, but with Hopes 
of gaining it, may be true Diſciples of 
the World, bur are in Danger of ne- 
ver being Chriſt's, who offers himſe!f 
a Maſter to thoſe, that forlake all for 
him, but not to ſuch, as deſign to gain 
the World by him. *"Tis true, as we 
are here encompals'd with the ay 

ities 
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ſities of this Mortal Life, the Church 
requires aProviſion for the decent Sub. 
ſiſtance of Paſtors, and likewiſe, that 
they may be enabled toſuccor thePoor; 
and for this end it is, many Noble 
Foundations have been made by the 
Pious Charity of the Faithful, look- 
ing on them as the beſt Treaſurers for 
the Afifted and Diſtreſs'd ; but ſure, 
it muſt be a Miſtake, when taking all 
they poſſeſs to be their own, they make 
their Revenues ſerve only to raiſe 
themſelves in the World, and fatisfie 
ſuch Inclinations to Vanity, Liberty, 
and Eaſe, as are ſcarce allowable in 
the Laity, and are Arguments not of 
Souls that forſake, but admire and 
love the World. Their Buſineſs with 
the World is only to Jive themſelves, 
and be able to relieve others, and all 
is that is thus Jaid out, is Juſt ; but all 
beyond this carries, I fear, ſomething 
of Injuſtice along with it, and is dit- 
poſing of what is only depoſited in 
their Hands, but contrary to the Will 
of the Doners: And thoſe that do 
thv:, area kind of Apoſtles, who have 
not yet obey'd the Call of Chriſt, in 
leaving their Nets, but live engag'd 
in them, and have more reaſon to be 
confounded, than rejoice in this Feaſt 
of 
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of Se. Andrew, who left all to follow 
Chriſt. 

And this 1s not the Duty only of 
thoſe, who ſucceed in the Apoſtolick 
FunRion ; but, «in ſome degree, be- 
longs to as many, as profeſs themſelves 
Diſciples or Followers of Chriſt : For 
the World being contrary to Chriſt, 
there are none can live in the World, 
but as far as they find it inconſiſtenr 
with his Spirit, ar2 oblig'd, fo far, at 
leaſt, to forſaks it. Hence, our own: 
Inc!inations beins corrupt, 'tisimpoſh- 
ble a Van ſhou'd be'a Chriſtian, that 
has not learnt, in che-far{t p!ace, to for- 
ſake himſelf : Company, Converſati- 
on and Entertainments being corrupt, 
hence Friends too are to be forſaken, 
as far as theſe lead us from Chriſt. Pa» 
rents too, by their Paſſion, Blindneſs, 
or ill Example, being often a Hindrance 
ro Salvation, are fo far to be forſaken- 
Employments and Profeffions, thro' an 
Injuſtice, which is almoſt inſeparable 
from too many, are ſo far to be forſa- 
ken: Riches, Honors, Pleaſures, and 
Diverſions, as far as they immoderate=- 
ly engage tbe Hearr, and either whol- 
ly draw it, or conſiderably divert it 
from Ged, are fo far to be forſaken. 


There's nothing ſo very innocent, or 
even 
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even commendable in it ſelf, but is ca» 
pable of being abus'd, and becoming 
a Snare to us; and then, tho' it be as 
dear, or as neceſſary as a Hand or 
an Eye, it muſt be cut off and forſa- 
ken; and withour this, there's no be- 
ing a Diſciple of Chriſt. The Call 
therefore of Chriſt to this Apoſtle, 
Sequere mr, Follow me; 15 direQted to all 
Chriſtians ; and thoſe thar are truly ſo, 
obey his Command; tho it be with 
Violence to Nature, AﬀeCtion, Incli- 
nation, or Cuſtom, and make it rhe 
SubjeCt of their Efdeavors, to examine 
daily into the PraQtice of this Obedi- 
ence, ſo as to be ever laboring, to 
weaken or break thoſe Bonds, which 
hold them from following Chriſt. And 
as for thoſe Chriſtians, who are conſci- 
ous of their being in an i!1 State, as ei- 
ther going from Chriſt, or living at a 
diſtance from him, they need not doubr 
the only Occaſion of their Milery to 
be their Diſobedience to this his Call, 
and that there's ſomething they cannor 
erſwade themſelves to abandon for 
his fake. Here's the Ground of our 
greateſt Spiritual Misfortunes ;a ſtrong 
Adheſion of the Soul to ſomething 
Created, hinders it from following the 
Commands of God; it hears Chriſt 
calling, 
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calling, but obeys not, becauſe it has 
not learnt to renounce it ſelf, and pur- 
chaſe Heaven at any rate. Here then 
It is every one ought to conſider this 
Day, what it is in particular, that 
withholds them from Chriſt, and ear- 
neſtly petition for that Powerful Grace, 
whereby they may uſe Violence to 
themſclves, and with this Apoſtle, for- 
ſake all to follow him. 

It was this Selt-denying Method 
thus happily begun, brought S. An- 
arew at length to the Glory of Martyr- 
dom, when not yiclding to the Zeal of 
a Pious Multitude, that ſeem'd reſolv'd 
to reſcue him out of the Hands of his 
Enemies, he gave Proof of the earneſt 
_eſire he had of laying dowg his Life 
for Chriſt; which appear'd ſtill more 
lively, when coming in Sight of the 
Croſs, on which he was to ſuffer, not 
at all DzjeQted, but Tranſported with 
ſoy, he cry'd out, O happy Crols! A 
long time ſought for, and moſt ear- 
neſtly deſir'd, receive me now, and 
conduct me to my Maſter, who by dy- 
ing on thee, purchas'd my Redempti- 
on: And having liv'd two Days on 
the Croſs, he went into a betrer Life 
with him, the Reſemblance of whoſe 
Death he had ſo much delir'd. | bo 
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Apoſtle found ſomething defirable in 
the Croſs, and eſteem'd the Suffering 
on it a Happineſs; having the Love of 
his Maſter to ſweeten ics Pains, and 
conſidering theſe as the ſafeft way to 
the Enjoyment of him : A Leſſon we 
eaſily know how to admire, but not ſo 
eaſily to praiſe; and yetſo neceſſary, 
as many degrees, as we are from 
it, ſo far, 'tis to be fear'd, weare from 
the way to Heaven, and from the Love 
of him, who firſt raught it by his 
Kxample. Not that all are call'd to the 
Trial of a violent Death ; but becauſe 
we are all under an Obligation of be- 
ing prepar'd for ir, to have ſuch Diſ- 
poſitions in our Souls, as to be ever in 
a readine(s Tn; and lofing att, 
even Life it ſelf, for Chriſt's ſake, that 
is, rather than loſe Him. The condi- 
tion of taking up the Croſs is Univer- 
fal, and without Exception, requir'd 
by the Goſpel; now the taking it up 
being only in order to ſuffer, there 
can be no better Meaſures of a True 
Diſciple, than in the patient ſufferin 
ſo much of the Croſs at leaſt, as Go 
ſhall appoint for him. And fince we 
have almoſt a daily Tria! of this, we 
have fo often Occaſions of diſcovering, 
how near we come to the Character of 
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a'Difciple; and by the Method of our 
bearing ordinary Croſſes, may 
ſomething at the Diſpoſttions we have, 
for giving our Lives to God, and loſing 
all for him, if he ſhould require it at 
our Hands. Examin therefore this - 
Day, how far thon art prepar'd for this : 
And decerve not thy ſelf with ſaying, 
Thou won!d'ſt cheerfully ſuffer all Exe 
tremities, if there ſhould be an occaſi- 
on; for if thou canſt not with Pati- 
ence bear the ordinary Trials of an 
Injury or Contempr ; if thou canſtnot 
ſubmit ro the Daily Inconveniences of 
Humane Life, to Neceſſities, Difſa 
PE, Sickneſs, Pain, or to 
ifficulties of Regularity, and good 
Diſciptine; how wilt thou thy 
Blood ? If thou art not Faithful in 
little Occaſions, how wilt thou be fo 
in greater This Apoſtle, and thereſt 
of rhe Martyrs, did not arriveto thePer- 
fe&tion of laying down their Lives for 
Chriſt all at once ; they ſuffer'd many 
Martyrdom, before they came to be 
crown'd with thelaſt: And whatthey 
ſuffer'd art their Deaths, was only the 
Recompence, and Continuation of 
what they had done all their Lives. 
We: who live, are always delwyer d anto 
Death for Jeſm, 2 Cor. 4. It. For thee 
we 
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we are mortified a7 the Day. This all are to 
praftiſe, ,who deſire to be true Diſci 
| ples. ; 
1 Conclude' therefore the Devotion of 
| this Day, by Petitioning, Firſt, For the 
Charity of this Apoſtle, that thou 
maift readily affiſt thy Neighbor, in 
| whatever may be for his Spiritual Ad- 
if vantage, and that he never ſuffer thro” 
thy Indifferency or Negle&. Second- 
ly, Ask for his Courage and Reſoluti- 
on, that no Carnal Aﬀe&ion, orWorld- 
ly Tie may ever hinder thee from fol- 
lowing Chriſt. Thirdly, Pray for his 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance, that thou 
maiſt be in « Diſpoſicion of loſing all 
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for Chriſt; and forget not to prepare (> 
thy Soul by Patience in lefſer Triais. 1 
DECEMBER. 


St Ehgrius, Decem. 1. 


I E was bred up to a Workin 
H Trade ; but* being mindful, 
that he was to work for Heaven, as 
well as for Bread, his great Care was 
to join the Exerciſes of Religious Du- 
ties to his Profeſſion, as of Prayer, 


Faſting, 
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Faſting, Watching, and Alms ; and 
as often as Circumſtances would per- 
mit, he had ſome good Book lying o- 
pen before him. Learn to SanQtifie 
thy Labors by his Example: If thou 
art of. che Number of thoſe, who work 
for a Livelihood, endeavor to be Faith- 
ful in what thou haſt undertaken, and 
this, not anly in regard of thy Neigh- 
bor, by. nicely avoiding whatever is 
Fraudulent, or may- be to his Preju- 
dice; thro' thy Negle&; bur likewiſe 
- to God, and thy own Soul, by a watch- 
ful Care againſt all the Suggeſtions of 
a Covetous, Worldly, or Solicitous 
Temper ; that ſo thou neither rob him 
of his Honor, nor. deprive thy ſelf of 
what is neceſſary for thy. Salvation. 
What will thy Gain profit thee, if thou 
loſe thy Soul ? If thy Employment be 
In Works of Charity, or in ſuch Buſj- 
neſs, as thy State requires, loſe not 
the Advantage of what thou doſt, but 
ily offer to God thy Labors, and 
ix them with Thoughts of Heaven, 
hat thy Induſtry may be ſerviceable 

for the next Life, as well as this. 2. 
'FHlis Piety at length became ſo remark. 
able, that he was call'd forth to the Ec- 
eſiaſtic State, and Conſecrated Biſhop 
Noyen in France, and fatisfying allche 
utes 


22 St. Elgs, | 


Duties of his Charge-with a wonderful | 
Zeal, made a Happy End in the Year 
665. Pray for all Biſhops in God's 
Church, that _ may follow ſo great 
an Example. It being the firſt Day of 
the Month, forget not to begin it fo, 
that, if it ſhould be- thy laſt, it may 
be to thee the Beginning of a Happy 
Erernity- 


_ h——— 


St.Bibiana, An. 353. December 2. 


Ecclus. 51. 13.17. Mat. 13- 44+ 52, 


I. A Virgin: Pray for all under- the 
Profeſſion of Virginity. 2. Her 
Father, Mother, and Siſter, were all 
Martyrs ; Pray for thy Parents and 
Relatzons, that God wonld perfe& 
them in Faith and in Charity. 3. She 
ſaw her ſelf deſtitute of all Human 
Help, ſpoiFd of her Goods, -caft ont 
of Doors, and yet continued Faithfu): 
She reſolutely withſtood all the Ab 4 
l. 


Trials 7 


December 2. 23 


Trials ; that neither Convenience nor 

Intereſt my ever prevail on thee to 
| tranſgreſs thy Duty; that thou maiſt 
© be Proofagainſt all Flatteries,and chuſe 
* allEvils before that of Sin. 


—_ 


— 


' © St. Francis Xavier, 155 2. Dec. 3. 


Ecclus. 31.8, 11. Mark 16, 15. 18. 


: HE great Apoſtle of the dies, 
who in this latter Age appear'd 

* with the Charity and Zeal of the Apo- 
ſtolic Times. 1. It was by an extra- 
ordinary Application to Prayer and 

| ny - —_ of __ a of 
great Spirit, with which he undertook, 

= and di d, with ſo wonderful Suc- 
all ceſs, the on of the £aſ! : Pray for 
nd -all thoſe, who throughout the World, 
ret + 00s” Perpartng to be Laborers in our 
's Vineyard ; that by the like Ex- 

out eal 1i ; that they may not rempr 
Fo. 

AG 4 ge wi an orldly 
, de + Souls; and that by NegleQ, Liberties, 
and 4 Or Sloth, they may not bring a Scandal 
\ het +4 0n their Profeſſion. 2: Heplanted the 
airh of Chriſt in Seven 
par'd no Labor, 'in comibunag>to 
tae 


rials : 


24 vt. Francis Xaxier, 
the Good of Souls, and had Heaven to 

ive a Bleſſing to his Endeavors. Pray 
or the People of thoſe Nations, that 
God would perfe@ them in their Faith ; 
and ſhew forth his Light again to ſuch 
of them, as are return'd to Darkneſs : 


Pray for all thoſe, who labor in the Care 


of Souls that God wouldDire&, Accom- 
pany,and Bleſs them in all their Labors; 
tray they may be Faithful in their 
harge; put up the ſame Petition for 
thy ſelf, whatever thy Obligations be. 


St. Burbara, 280. December 4+ 


1. A Holy Virgin, who had eſpous'd 

A = ſelf - Chriſt, and nds 
not be prevail'd on by any Solicitations 
or Wor!dly Motives, to be faithleſs to 
Him : Pray for the like Conſtancy 
and Grace for all thoſe, who are under 
the like Engagements: Beſeech Al- 


mighty God to Strengthen thee againſt | 


all Temptations, Afﬀaults, and Snares : 
And amidſt fo general a Corruption 
in this Kind, Pray for all thoſe, who 


are any Ways expos'd thro' Neceſſity, 
Heedleſneſs, or Levity. 2. Her Father; 


a Heathen , was the firſt, that 


accus'd her, and enflam'd the Perſe- 
- cutors with Cruelty and Rage a- 


V%Y gainſt | 


A 


Pocember a. 25 


gainſt her: She ſuffer'd Variety uf 
Torments, and Death with Courage 
and Patience, and took the Advantage 
of her Father's Inhumanity, for the fix- 
ing her Heart with greater Love on her 
Father in Heaven. Learn with what 
Patience and Sweetneſs thou ouglit'ſi 
to bear the diſagreeable Humors of Pa- 
rents,or other Superiors ; learn to turn 
| them to thy Improvement in Vertue ; 
and that thy Misfortune is not, in be- 
ing under ſuch uneaſfie Circumſtances, 
but in not making a good Ule of them. 
Pray for all thoſe, who are under theſe 
Trials; and that both thy ſelf and 0- 
thers may ſubmit ro them with the Pa« * 
tience of this Sain', -and by her Exam- 
ple, ever draw Good out of Evil. It 
ing likewiſe the Day of S. O/1mond, Bi- 
op of Salubury, a Man of great Vir- 
rue ; who, after a Holy Life, died i: 
\. * the Year 1099. Pray for thy Country 
" that, God would lead it into all Virtuc 
and Truth. 


———_——— — —_— ———————— 


fs & Ot. Sabvas, An, 53I. Decemb. Y 
_—_ ; | 


© - ©. HE retir'd into a Defart, where 
% free from the Diſtrattions of 7 
oe B the 


26 St. Nicholas, 
the World, he might attend with grea- 


fer Application to the buſineſs of Erer- 
nity. Lament the __ diſſipations of 


mind, to which thou haſt voluntarily 
expos'd thy ſelf; reſolve ro withdraw 
from whatever is dangerous, unproh- 
table, or not becoming thy State : Pray 
for conſtancy amidſt all unavoidable 
diſtraftions ; remember God and Eter- 
nity in the midſt of thy bulineſs; learn 
to be an Ermite in the World, by ta- 
king off thy AﬀeCtions from all thou 
poſleſſeſt : Thou art one Day to leave 
all; praQtiſe ſomething of this every 
Day : 'Tis a diffieult work, and is beſt 
done by degrees. 2. He was an Ab- 
bot : Pray tor. all thoſe, who have this 
Charge, that in their Zeal for Virtue 
and Religion, they may follow this 
great Example. 


—— — 


St. Nicholas, An. 320. Dec.6. 


Heb. 13.7, 17. | Matth. 25. 14,23. 


1-F E was the Child of Prayer, being 


obtain'd of God, like Samue!, and F * 


the Reward of his Parents Virtue: A 
goed Leſſon for Parents, to —_—_ 
| men 


| 


December &. 27 


mend their Children daily ro God, by 
whoſe Bleſſing alone they can be fecur'd 

againſt the corruption of the World, 
and the infinite dangers of Sin. 2. His 
Life was the pratice of Abſtinence, 
Mortification, and extraordinary Cha- 
rity, in relieving the Diſtreſs'd : Fol- 
low his Example, as far as thy Circum- 
Nances will permit : Pray' againſt all 
1mmoderate love of thy ſelf, and feek- 
ing thy own eaſe ; and begin to fear 

that a Senſual Method of indulging and 
pleaſing rhy ſelf, will not lead thee to 
that Crown, which our Forefathers have 
not gain'd, but by Self-denials. 3. He 
was choſen Biſhop by the direQion of 
Heaven, and in that Charge was a Light 
ſhining to Men, in all manner of Piety, 
Liberaliry, Hoſpitality, and the Care of 
his Flock : Pray that all, who are rais'd 
ro that Dignity, may be prepar'd by 
his Virtues, be the Choice of Heaven, 
and not of Fayor or State. Pray for 
all Biſhops now in God's Church, that 
they may be every way Faithful ro 
their Charge, that their Zeal and Chari- 
ty may be anſwerable to their Dignity. 
Pray 1n particular for that Prelate, of 
whoſe Flock thou art one. 


B 2: Sc. 


St. Ambroſe, An. 390. Dec. 7. 
2 Tim. 4. 1, $8. VMatth. 3.13, I'9. 


r. | E was choſen Biſhop of Milan by 
a particular direQtion of Heaven ; 
and fince it is the cauſe of very conli- 
derable evils in the Church, that many 
ſeek Church Dignities with little other 
Conſiderations, beſides that of enjoying 
the Pencfice, without weighing the 
Charge ; fail nor, this Day, to make 
it the ſubje& of thy moſt earneſt Pray- 
ers; that God would pleaſe to remedy 
this great diſorder, for the good of his 
Church ; by making them truly ſen- 
ſible of their crime, who preſent ſuch 
as are-unworthy, and mercifully exclu- 
ding all from being Paſtors of his Flock, 
who are not by him cail'd ro this Fun- 
Qtion, and fitted for the juſt diſcharge 
of all irs obligations. 2. Having uns 
dertaken the Paſtoral Charge, he was 
a zealous Promoter of Church Difſci- 
pin, oppoſing Errors, and puniſhing 
ice, never letting the Authority of 
Offenders, or the fear of difpleaſin 
Great Ones, deterr him from the ju 
cenſure 


December 7. 29 


' cenſure of the Offence : Pray for the 

| like Spirit in all Prelates, that they may 

' be above all Flattery and Fear ; that no 
Human reſpe&ts may over-rule them ; 
that Intereſt or Favor may not draw 
them from Juſtice, and that they never 
proſtitute their CharaQer to the pro- 
moting of evil. 3. Ir was by hisPiety 
and Zeal S. Auguſtin was reclaim'd 
from his Errors and Sinful Life : Pray 
for all thoſe, who are unfortunately 
engagd in the like Snares, that on this 
Day they be made Senſible of their 
Evils, and return to Virtue and Truth. 
Engage the Charity of this Saint to 
join with rhee, for the obtaining this 
grace in behalf of all Sinners. 


Conception of the B. Virgin, Dec. 8. 


Provy. 8. 22, 35. Matth.1. 1, 16. 


His Day is a Feſtival of Joy and 5 
Thankigiving to all thole, who 
have a ſenſe of their Redemption. Hee 
whoever conſiders that long Night of 
. Stn, which had cover'd the Earth for 
ſo many Theufand Years, muſt peeds_ ; 
honor with oy that firlt Moement-of 
B 3 her 


F 7 


9? P 


*# *. 


-- 


l 


20+ (ncertion of the B. Virgin, - 
her-$Sxnfttheation, who was choſen 


rom a!] Eternity to be Mother of him, 


who was to be the Light of the World, 


-and to take off that Malediftion, which 


Sin had brought upon -ie*All;-who 
eonhder this, muſt-rcqorce, when Mary, 
Hke the Morning Star, begins to re 
and-foreteils the near approach of Day+ 
And this joy muſt be accompanied 
with 4roft-oleme Thankſgiving, for 
rhale extraordinary Favors, by which 
ſhe was diſtinguiſh'd.trem-#i#—rhar are 


' Born of Women. Theſe Privileges, 


the eff: of the Divine Bounty, de- 
mand our Thanks, fince tho' ſhe was 
the ſubje& of this Grace, yet the Mzr- 


_ cy was to be extended to all. 


Burt having paid 4kis Tribute of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, and ferioul- 
ly conlider'd the eminent SanCtity of 
Ma+-y, we are then to turn our Eyes 
upon our ſelves, and ze, wherher we 
can D:ſcover rhere a like ſubje& of 


= "Foy : For +4o-wonderful-were the 
'diipoſitions of the B. Virgineto pre- 


pere-her to be Mother of Chrift,Adome- 
proportiond—Degrees of th:fe -there 
ought to be in us too; fince, tho' 1a a 
different manner, yet 45 +Snmtyeo 
whiet-every Ghats call'd, tne 
in every Chriſtian Chri# 3; to be form'd. 

| Gal. 


Pecember 8. 21 


| Gal. 4. r9.[If we can find any ſuitable 
* diſpoſitions in us for this work of 
Grace, we may with reaſon rejoice ; 
but if none ſuch appear, this Solemni- 
ty of joy will be to usa Day of Con- 
fuſion. ] Look then on her and ſee what A 
theſe diſpoſitions are ; A moſt pro- 
found Humility, a Spirit rais'd to God 
by Love and perfe& Conformity to his 
Sacred Will. ZBy theſe her Soul was J 
fitred, and ſhe made choice of amongſt ' 
all Women, to have Chriſt form'd in | 
her, ſo tro become the Mother of our > 
Redeemer.) Now-what ſay'ſt thou of 4+ 
thy elf ? . How near comelſt thou to 
theſe ſo neceſſary diſpoſitions for ha- 
ving Chriſt form'd in thee ? yy 
ſt chow of Humitey 2 1. Art 77 & 
-thou-fully perſwaded of thy Origin ” 
being from Nothing : That the Being, 
which God has given thee, is fo fra], 
and-thow-ſo—httle-Maſtec -of x, rhat 
thou wou!ld'ſt every Momtant return 
apain to the ſame Nothing, if God's 
powerful Hand did not ſupport =; 
cefftries are Univerſal ; that 
thou art not able ro do, ſay, or think 
any thing that is good ; that by finthou 
art many Degrees worſe than nothing ; 
and for thy rebellion againſt God, de- 
ſerveſt to i.e depriv'd of all Grace and 


B 4 Bic: 


- "— 


: 


22 Craciption of the B. Virgin. 
Bl:4ing+, and to be abandon'd to a!l mi- 
ſry : Thar, as it 15, thy Corruption and 
\exrknets is fo general, that thou ſcarce 
per turme!t one good aftion, which has 
- Ot 4 mixezre of evil in it, { fo that 
whatever favourable thoughts thou 
may*ſt frame of thy ſelf, thou art truly 
Mir, & miſerabil 2, FOE pauper, &- cacus Of 
wadus. Wrerched, Milerable, Poor, 
B'ind, and Naked ?*”] 

2. In conſideration that thy Being 
15 bur Nothing, and Sin, haſt thou 
thoughts of Diſeſteem and Contempt 


{--* for thy ſelf ? Do'ſt thou hold faft thele, 


' when thou art commended ? Or arc 
thou any ways ſenſible of God's favors 
to thee ; in imitation of the B. Virgin, 
who being raisy'd to the higheſt Die. 
nity, had the meaneſt thoughts of her 
ſelf, Stiiing her ſelf the Hanamaid of 
ow Lord, when ſhe was choſen for 
his Mother * Art thou convinc'd, that 
Sin being worſe than Nothing, there's 
Nothing ſo contemptible as a Sinner ? 
Does the daily experience of thy own 
weakneſs keep thee in the ſtate of Ab- 
j<Qion, and 1n the toral diftrult of thy 
telf; there being not the Jeaſt tempta- 
tion, which, of thy ſelf, thou art able 
ro overcome ? Doit thou regard, what- 
ever Talents thou half, as not thine, 


bur 
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but the Gifts of God depoſited with 
* thee, and therefore ſuch, as in Juſtice 
can be no ſufficient Grounds for enter- 
+ taining any advantageous Thoughts of 
thy ſelt ? 

3. Canſt thou take one Step farther, 
and with S. Pau, rejoice in thy Infir- 
mities ; being pleas'd, in ſeeing thy ſelf 
worthy of Contempt? Canſt thou con- 
ceive 1t a Happinets, that thou haſt this 
Cauſe of Humiliation, and ſincerely 
ſay, with the Propher, "Tis good, O 
Lord, that thou haſt humbled me ? In ſee» 
ing others bleſy'd with greater Talents, 
and in a better State than thy ſelf. haſt 
thou rejoic'd and given Thanks? Or is 
this the Occaſion of Melancholy and 
Uneaſie Thoughts? Does the Senſe of 
thy Unworthineſs put thee in aDiſpo- 
ſition of accepting mean Employments 
before others, that. are more honoura- 
ble» Doſt thou patiently bear ſuch 
Faults and ImperieQtions in thy ſelf, 
which being no Offences againſt God, 
are the Occaſion of thy being leſs e- 
ſteem'd by Men, and therefore ought 
to be the Subje& of thy Joy, rather 
than give thee any Diſturbance ? Doft 
thou avoid ſpeaking advantageouſly of 
thy ſelf? Canſt thou love their Com- 
pany, where thou art leaſt eſteem'd * 

B 5 Carſt 


44 Concettion of the B. Virgin, 


Canſt thou regard thy ſelf with that 
Indifferency, as thou generally doſt 
thoſe Perſons, who are Mean and Con- 
remptible ?} Art thou content, thy Im- 
perfe&ions ſhould be known ? Or doſt 
thon ever ſtrive to cover them with 
vain Pretexts and Excuſes ? After ha- 
ving unfortunately offended God, is 
not thy Trouble greater for thy one 
Weakneſs, or that it will be known to 
others, than for having ſinnd againſt 
(od ? Canſt thou freely pardon, and 
be eaſfie with thoſe, who have ſpoke to 
thy Diſadvantage, ard given thee Oc- 
calion of being Humbled ? Doſt thou 
conſider Aﬀeonts, Injuries and Ca'um- 
nies, as the beſt Remedy to moderate 
thy Self-lore, and abate thy Pride ; 
that being a Sinner, thou deferv*ſt ir 
all, and that there's a neceſſity of paſ- 
fing thro' theſe Trials, to become con- 

formable to Jetus Chriſt ? Haſt thou re- 
ceived them at leaſt, as likewile all o» 
ther Troubles, as coming from the juſt 

Hand of God, who permits them for 

ray Exerciſe, and his Glory ; and doſt 

rhou pray for thoſe, who have been the 

Inftrumeats or Miniſters of this Ju- 

itice ? 

This is the Humility God regarded 

Nn the B Virgin, Reſpexit humilitatem 

ancille 
Z 
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ancilla ſue 3 If thou haſt obtain'd any 
degrees of this, thou haſt a ſolid 
Ground of Comfort, and Hopes of ha- 
ving Chriſt likewiſe form'd in thee : 
Exaltavit humiles, This is a Diſpoſt- 
tion moſt ſuitable to Him, that is to 
be conceived and brought forth in thy 
Soul, and therefore the beſt, in order 
to the effe&t ſo much to be deſfir'd, and 
ſo neceſſary for Chriſtians: For if 
thou conſider't Him, tho' He was en- 
rich'd with all the YerfeQions of His 
Father, yet, as Man, He acknowledges 
himſelf to be as nothing before the So- 
vereign Majeſty of God : Subſtantia 
mea tanquam nihilum ante te. He con- 
feſſes himſelf ro be the Reproach of the 
World, and the Outcaſt of Men: Op- 
ry hominum © abjetio plebis, Asa 

orm oftheEarth,and no Man. Ego au- 
tem [um yermts Or non homo. Tho' he had 
all the Pomp and Magnificence of the 
World at Command, yet He made 
choice of an Obſcure and Common 
Life; having ſo great a Love for Ab- 
jeQtion, as to appear, even in the work- 
ing of Miracles, and his Triumphs, in 
an humble Way : Firmam ſervi accipis 
ens: Vidimus eum non habentem Speciem 
neque decorem: Nemini dixcrits. And 
ſuffer'd all the Ignominy of his Paſſion 


and 


| 


26 Crnception of the B. Virgin, 
and Croſs with Joy: Cum gaudio ſuſti- 


nuit crucem, confuſione contempta Look- 
ing upon it as his Life, to do the Will 
of his Father. Mews cibus eft ut faciam 
1 oluntatom Patris mot, y 
Thus every way Humble is Chrift 
our Lord; and that He may be formed 
in thee, how truly Humble muſt thou 
likewiſe be > Thou know'ſt He con- 
demn'd the Pride of the / hariſces ; and 
1f thou lie} under the ſame Indiſpoſitt- 
os, thou, withthem, excludeſt Chriſt 
from thy Soul, which--cannot recerve- 
tm—except-it be firſt prepar'd-a ft A- 
bode for fuch a Gueſt Chriſt Hum- 
ble, cannot dwell but in an Humble 
Heait : 7 If thine be not fo, how canſt 
thou expe& to be choſen with Mazy, 
whoite Humility was that, which God 
regarded, as the Motive of his Choice ? 
See therefore how far thy Soul 1s un- 
prepar'd 3 renounce all Pride, and pray 
tor Vittory over it. *Tis rrue, it can 
never be ſo wholly ſubdued in this our 
imperfe& State, but thou wil be ſtill 
tenſible of its Attempts to over-rule 
:hee in almoſt all thou doſt, and in 
this conſiſts thy Exerciſe : But what 
then * It there be this Stubbornnefs in 
ride, may there not be a like Conſtan- 
cy in Virtue, wherewich to fruſtrate 
| ILS 


7 
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* Its Deſigns? If ir will not yield, nei- 
© ther yield thou to it ; [it is Viftory e- 
| nough in our Caſe, not to be overcome; 
* for this is the effet of a great Humi- 


lity : Join therefore watchful Endea- 
vors to thy Prayers; what thou canſt 
not obtain at once, may be obtain'd 
by degrees : There are many Steps in 
Humility begin at the firſt ; this will 
he'p to raiſe thee, and give thee Hopes 
of coming to the top. As thou ad- 
vanceſt here; ſo will the Love of God, 
Þy—proportion'd Degrees, encreaſe in 
thy Soul; ſo wilt thou be ſtill more 
and more conformable to the Divine 
Will; theſe are the Difpoſitions for 
thy rejoicing in this Feſtival of Joy: 


For *s God regards Humility, ſo he has +«->-// 


tedro abide with thoſe, that love 
kim, and,declar'd, that whoever do 
the Will of his Father, they are His 
Mother, Brother, and Siſter. | Thus 
thou ſeefſt, how the Dignity, thou ho- 
nor*(t in the B. Virgin, may, in ſome 
manner, belong to thee. Make ſome 
Advances towards it } beſeech God ro 
be thy Help, and pray the B. Virgin 
to join her Prayers with thine, that 
thou maiſt obtain of the Divine Boun- 
ty ſome degree; of that Virtue, which 


ſo much recommended her to God : x 


For 


- _—___ 


28 St. Gorgonia, 


For it will be but a barren Feſtival to 
thee, if honoring Humility this Day, 
thou endeſrthis Feſtival, with the fame 
Pride, with which thou began'ſt it, 


JM. Gorgonta, Decem. 2. 


HE was Siſter to S. Gregory Naxzi- 

anz#21n, and is deſcrib'd by him, as 
an Example of all Virtues, in the great 
Auſterity of her Life, the Mortificati- 
on of her Senſes, the Contempr of all 
unneceſſary and vain Ornaments 3 in 
remarkable Silence, tho' havinga par- 
ticular Grace in ſpeaking ; in Chari- 
ty to the Aﬀiited and Poor; in the 
great Compoſure of her Mind, amidit 
ſevere Trials, and moſt particularly in 
reclaiming her Husband, by the Pow- 
erful Perſwaſives of her Prudence and 
Piety, from his evil Ways, and gain- 
ing him to God; as likewiſe in the 
truly Chriſtian Education of her Chil» 
dren. And after ſuch a Life, what 
could be expetted, but ſuch a Death, 
as is the Death of the Juſt? Let her 
Lite be thy InſtruQtion; it will be no 
Reproach, whatever thy Sex be. Ob- 
ſerve, how the number of thy Sins en- 
creaſe 


Necember 2, a J 


:creaſe from the undue Liberty ef thy 
-Senſes,from the Raſhneſs ofrhy Words, 
From ſecking Eſteem, from thy Prodi- 
gality, Hard-heartedneſs, Impatience, 
and thy Indiſcretion under the Difh- 
culties of Domeſtic Aﬀairs : And from 
this Liſt, ſee, what thou haſt to ask 
for, this Day : Fail not in thy Petition ; 
but when this is done, expe&t no help 
from God, if at the end of thy Prayer, 
thou art no more mindful of thy wants, 
but, with a uſual careleſneſs, Iay'ſt 
thy telf open to all thy wonted Follies, 
Join Watchful and Labortous endeavors 
ro thy Prayers ; it was thus the Saints 
obrain'd Grace to overcome themſelves 


* and the World. Do as they did, if 


thou expeRteſt to be, what they are. 


vt. Melciades, An. 212. Dec. 10. 


I. H E was Biſhop of Rome in the 

time of Ma»imian the Emperor : 
Pray for the preſent Biſhop of that See, 
that Gol wou'd pleafe to aſſiſt him 
with a Special Grace anſwerable to his 
Charge, that he may be the Glory of 
the Church, and good Example to his 
Flock. 


2. He 


40 It. Nlelchi Aa des. 


2. He ſuffer'd great Perſecution un- 
der the Emperor ; and tho” he out- 
liv'd his Perſecutor, and Died when 
Peace was reſtor'd to the Church, yet 
1s he number'd amongſt the Martyrs: 
Pray for all thoſe, who are under any 
ſort of Perſecution, that God would 

ive them the Spirit of Patience, Con- 
Beney and Meeknets : Pray for thy 
ſelf, thou may*'ſt improve in theſe Vir- 
under all Trials ; and rake Care while 
thou pretendeſt to Honor the Martyrs, 
thou Diſhonor not their Feſtival, b 
Paſſion or Impatience. If thou can 
happily overcome theſe Evils, and 

uietly ſubmit to thoſe Exerciſes of 
Frouble, which God is pleas'd to or- 
dain for thy Portion, this will lay good 
Diſpoſitions in thy Soul, ſuchas will 
bring thee to the Reward ofa Martyr, 
tho' thou art never call'd to ſhed thy 
Blood for Chriſt. Patience and Con- 
rent under ali Troubles are the Diſpo- 
fitions of a Martyr ; there's nothing 


wanting, but the Hand of the Executi- 
oner- 


p Sr, Damaſus, 


4 ————  _ 
6 Foot 
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= 
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. 


: 
©. Damaſus, An. 284. Dec. 11. 


ks 
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Heo. 7.23, 27. Mat. 24. 42, 47+ 


1, Þ E was Biſhop of Rome in the 


time of St. Jerome : Pray for 
the preſent ”op-, that, like this his Ho- 
ly Predeceſſor, he may be eminent in 
all Virtue, and the careful diſcharge 
of all Duties, which belong to his 
State. 

2. It was by his Care was Aſſembled 
the Second General Counci), in which 
were condemn'd the Errors of Macedon:- 
uw and Eunomins :; Pray for the Refor- 
mation of all rhoſe Errors, by which 
the DoCtrine of the Goſpel is at this 
Day Corrupted. *Tis in thy Power ro 
help thy Neighbor to the Truth, by 
thy good Example: See, whether 
thou haſt nor, by thy diforders, given 
Scandal to many, and made the Ene- 
mes of God Biaſpheme : What fatiſ- 
faftion canſt thou now make, but by 
endeavoring to render an Hundred- 
fo!d, by the remarkable Exemplarity 
of a regular and wel! Diſciplin'd Life ? 
Ay many as have taken a diſlike to the 

Truth, 


432 Dd. Enmmachug, Rc 


Truth,from theScandal of thy Liberties, CT 
their Souls will be demanded at thy F 


Hands ; as many as have been drawn 
mto Sin by thy Example or Authority, 
will be charg'd on thy account : Pray 
for thenrt all, this Day, that by obtain- 
ing for them the Succors of Divine 
Grace, thou may'ſt make ſome Recom- 
pence for the injury done them. 


Mt. 


SS. Epimachas, Alexander, and 
other Martyrs, Decem. 1 2. 


'] Heſe were Chriſtians of Alexandria, 

who in the Perſecution rais'd by 
Decius the Emperor, ſtood Conſtant in 
the Profeſſion of rheir Faith, ſuffer'd 
a long Impriſonment, and being at 
length brought forth, were Scourg'd, 
Cur with Razors, and afterwards by 
the Fire releav'd from the Hands of 
their Perſecutors to a better Liberty, 
than what this World could give: 
And rhis, at a time, when Cruelty of 
Torments, and the Fear of loſing whar 
is Preſent, had prevail'd on many to 
Renounce their Faith, *Tis an eaſie 
thing to read of the Martyrs Sufferings, 
to Encourage others to ſuffer with Pa- 
tience, 


December 12. 42 


Tience, as likewiſe to reſolve upon a 


eaceable Submiſſion to whatever Trials 
od ſhall ſend. All this has been done 


dy thoſe, who being ca'd forth, have 


roved Deſerters. . Truſt not thou to 
uch Flattering Thoughts : If thou 
Cidſt but know thy ſelf better, thou 


:would'ſt nor Truſt thy ſelf ſo much. 
Depend then on the Aſſiſtance of Hea- 
zven, and prepare for it, by the Pra- 
Ctice of Humility, Patience, and a 


Peaceable Submiflion, under ſuch dit- 


" ficulties as daily fall ro thy Lot : For 

{if thou Rebelleſt againſt God in theſe, 
: how wilt thou be Faithful in greater ? 
- Thus many Geceive themſelves; but 


if thou wilt not be of that Number, let 
thy Preparation begin from this Day, 
and ſhew thy Patience in the next Tri- 
a! that happens. 


_— 


vt. Litcy, An. 299. Decem. 12. 


2 Cor. 10. 17, tl. 2+. Mat. 13- 44, $2 


i. QHE was a Holy Virgin: Pra 
Y for all thar live ir- the Profeſſs- 
on of this State. 1. She obtain'd leave 
of her Mother, to Sell what was ns 
or 


44 St. Lucy, 


for her Portion, and gave it to the | 
Poor : Pray for all that are under the * 
Temptations of their Youthful Age, * 
when Vanity, Self-love, Curioſity, 
Prodigality, Levity, and the Immode- 
rate Defire of being eſteem'd, preſs with 
greateſt Violence upon them : When 
the Solicitude of pleaſing themſelves 
Diminiſhes the Compaſſion due to their 
Neighbors; Pray for Remedy againſt all 
the Indiſcretions and Folliesof that un- 
ſettled Age : That they may ever re- 
member, they are Duſt and Clay, and 
into that muſt ſoon return ; that they 
are made for another World, and not 
for this ; that a little given to the 
Poor is much more to the purpoſe, than 
all they lay out upon themſelves, 
while all this Expence is only to Court 
the World which ought to be forſaken, 
rather than ador'd ; and the other is to 
purchaſe an Erernal Reſt. 3. Being 
accus'd for believing in Chriſt, and 
commanded by the :udge ro be carried 
to a place of Infamy, where Violence 
might be us'd upon her, for Corrupting 
both Body and Soul ; God was pleas'd 
ina wonderful manner to deliver her, 
by rendring her immovable, ſo that all 
the Strength of Man and Beaſts was 
not able to remove her from the place 


where 


i Pecember 12. 45 
Where She ſtood. And haſt thou not 


he | eaſon to beg of God, ro Mani- 
he F(t his wonderful Power in thee, 
'e, at thou may'ſt be more Firm and 


Immovable, than thou generally art ?, 
Conſider how eaſily thou art prevail'd 


n to forſake thy good Purpoſes and 
n Duty ? What force have Intereſt, Plea- 
es Aure, Vanity and Company upon thee ? 
ir How little is ſufficient ro draw thee 
Il Som thy Prayers, to pur off other Du- 
!- Hes, and make thee Tranſgreſs the 


> Rules of Order, Temperance and good 
d Diſcipline ? As much then as thou 
y Wwanteſt of Chriſtian Steddineſs, pray 
e or this Day; and ſee, the Feryor of thy 
: rayers be proportion'd to thy wants. 
1 -4. Thus by the Divine Power She 
> Withſtood all their Atrempts, out liv'd 
the Flames, with which they had en- 
ou as'd her, and at length finiſh'd 

er Martyrdom by the Sword. Here 
are great Leſſons taught thee by a Ten- 
der Virgin : The Fire and Sword had 
not Terror enough in them to frigke 
; her from her Duty ; She had firſt gi- 
: venaway her Goods, and now ſhe's 
? willing to give her Life a Sacrifice to 
* God. Andcanſt thou do thus ? Ex- 
ire thy daily PraRice, and ſee how 


"lictle of thy Inclinations thou art wal 
| ling 


! 
o 


46 St. Nicaſins, 


thou give thy Life ? How wilt tha 
ſtand againſt Torments when pety - 
Flatreries make thee yield, and tha 
can{t not yet bear the uneaſineſs of a 
Ordinary Self-denial, or Contradifte 
Paſſion ? Pray then and Praiſe ſoms 
thing this Day ; try if St. Lucy's Flame 
will give thee any Courage. 


—_—  _  — — —'—————_ —  —  - -_"_— -- cs, 


Ember-TWeek. 


WW Ednelday, Friday and Saturday, 

after St. Lucy, being Ember Days, 

obſerve them according to the Spirit 

of the Church, in Faſting, Humiliation | 
and Prayer. Beg a Bleſſing on the 

Fruits of the Earth, and Pray for all 

thoſe, who at this time, are promoted 

to Holy Orders, that they may be wor- 
thy Miniſters of the Church. 


St Nzcaſius, Decem. 14. 


Piifop of Rhemer, who in the Fifth 
Century, when the Wandals had 
over-run France, by a particular Cruelty 
expreſſing 


ling to leave for God ; How then wi| . 


ce act AM 


December 14. 47 


preſſing their Averſion to the Chri- 
ans, and had now reduced his Peo- 
e by a Siege to the laſt Extremity, 
courag'd them ro ſubmit to the 
ourge, which their Sins had pro- 
vwok'd, and by a Temporal Death, ro 
Hen pe to prevent an Eternal ; and 


then opening the Gates, he fell the firſt 
dacrifice to the Cruelty of the Barbs- 
Fic and by his Death taught his 


* 


Flock to Die. If there were no other 

nemies, but ſuch as threaten Death, 
thou mighr't not be every Day 
in Apprehenſion of them ; but ſince 
the greateſt Enemies of thy Soul are in 
Time of Peace, and then thou art moſt 
in danger, when War and Violence 
ſeem fartheſt off; ſince the Flatteries of 
Friends and the World bring as certain 
Death, as the Sword, learn to ſtand 
Arm'd, when thou art in the midſt of 
Peace; and however all kinds of World- 
ly Enjoyments are call'd Bleſſings, let 


them be ſuſpe&ed by thee as no leſs a 


Scourge than Perfecution, a Scourge 


- which Blinding the Chriſtian's Eyes, 
- makeshim Fearleſs in danger, and of- 


ten carries him to thoſe Extravagancies, 


| by which he unnaturally becomes his 
; own Executioner. Beſeech God to de- 
: liver thee from all fuch Blindneſs ; 


pray 


Me ————_—_— —_ 


A8 St. Euſebius, 


pray for Patience under all Perſecution; 
pray for Diſcretion and Moderation in * 
Time of Peace; the danger is here * 
greater, tho* not ſo terrible. 


| — 


St. Euſebius, An. 371. Decem. 15. 7 


r. PE wasa Biſhop : Pray for all the * 
Biſhops in God's Church:Thoſe, * 
who refle& how much God is diſho - 
nour*d,and how conſiderably the Faith 
ful ſuffer, thro' the Weakneſs, Ambi- 
tion and Ill-Example of ſuch as, un- 
worthy of that Dignity, fit in the E- 
piſcopal Chair, will not be wanting in 
this Devotion, in behalf of the Public, 
Who knows, bur if all the Faithful did 
conſtantly join in preſenting their moſt 
hearty Petitions to Almighty God on 
this SubjeQ, as often as the Feſtivals of 
H, Prelates return upon them through- 
out the Year, he might deliver the 
Church from this Evil, and Bleſs it 
with a Holy Succefſion of ſuch Paſtors, 
who by Word and Example might be 
as ſo many Lights to the Faithful, to 
Condu@ them ro a happy Eternity ? 
2. He was a Martyr ; Pray for Pati- 
ence 1n all Sufferings for thy ſelf and al! 


others 


December 15. AY 
101; Wothers, who are under any Trials. It 
Nin Wrhou Honour'ſt a Martyr, ſuffer fome- 
here © hing this Day with more than ordina- 
| y Meekneſs. Conſider, how often 

*Fhou art in Paſſion, how ealily thou art 
— Dilquieted, how inconſiderable a thing 
fovokes thee ; how ordinary Tempta«» 
* Fions overcome thee: Are theſe the 
Steps of a Martyr? Is this according to 
the "Khe Goſpe! ? Bluſh then and be con» 


ofe, Founded at thy Weaknels, and Pray for 
ſho INew Strength. 

1th: 

nbt- _ 


| Vlog Lo/y V1TgINS, Decem. I 6, 


oY T Hey were facred Vitims Sacrificed 

= by the Cruelty of Hwmmrericus King 
\oft of the nds, who Per ſecuting the 
Church in A#:ica, forc'd inro the Ba- 


cog. niſhment of a Horrid Dcfart about 
oh- Five Thouſand Chrittians, Biſhops, 
he + Prieſts, Deacons, and others of the 
Faithtul,bur Seizing cn 21! {1 .': Virgins, 


as he found Confecrared ro «©: 5d, com- 
® manded them to be Hang'd vp in the 
» Air, and Tormenting them v ith Hot 
- > © Plates of Iron, bid them own that they 
F," & had been abus'd by their Biſhops and 
14 Church-men ; hoping by this Cruelty 
is, $2 Caſt a Blemiſh on the Church, 

” $£ an. 


50 St. O/ymp:as, Widow, 


and Color his Barbarity with the Pre. 4 
rext of Juſtice ; but they chuſing Death, 2 
rather than to Purchaſe Life by offen- 7 
ding againſt Juſtice and Truth, Died © 
ng A his Torments. Give Thanks 
for their Conſtancy and Courage, apd 
wonder not, if the Enemies of thy 
Faith, by like Scanda's, endeavor to 
bring the Church into diſrepute : 
Chriſt himſelf Suffer'd the Infamy of . 
ſuch Reproaches ;' and if his Members 
are render'd Odiovs by the ſame Expe- 
dients of Malice, tis for the encreaſfe of 
their Crown. Learn to bear with Pa- 
tience the Aflults ot all kinds 6f Evil 
Tongues : T hz Malice or Indiſcretion 
of others ofren put thee to the Trial; 
but nething of this can hurt thee : The 
only Miichiet is from thy own Impati- 
ent Relentments. Prevent theſe by a 
better Spirit, and pray, this Day, for 
whatever 1s wanting to thee, for pre- 
ſerving thy inward Peace. 


St. Oſympias, Widow, Dec. 17. 


] wd at Conſtantinople in the Time of 
S. Chryſoſtom ; her Husband having 
been Dead ſome Time, the Emperor 


Theodoſis 


T6 
th, 


-N- 


4 WO Uh. 


? ns 6 
Fj V, CW" } fs © \ ! 


77:0dof::5 propoy'd to her the Marriage 


bf E/pi ins his nzar R-'ation ; fo whom 


Y” 
- 


She anſwer'd ; thar God having taken 
way her Husband, becanſe She was 


Dot fit for the neceſſary Condeicen- 


fences of that State, She was refolv'd 


mo more to engage in it. She was frue 
To her Reſolution, and employ'd both 
Her Money and Time in the Relief of 
idows, Orphans, and of the Sick: 
er Auſterities were Great, her Ha- 


"Sit Mean, her Humility Edifying, her 


earsContinual;and that nothing might 
be wanting to conſummate her Virtue, 

he was Perſecuted by arcaains, for 
eſpouſing the Cauſe of Oppreſs'd Inno» 
Tence, in the Perſon of her Paſtor, S$. 
Jn Chryſoſſom , and for this being 
orced into Baniſhment, Death open'd 
her a way to a better Country which 
She had long delir'd. Make uſe of 
this Example, as thy Stat: requires; 
there are difficulties in all Conditions, 


= and even that, which has the Name of 


= the greateſt Liberty, cannot. we!l be 
| Chriſtian, but with the Self-denials of 


the Cloyſtecr. If Humility and Charity 
he!p'd her to Heaven, wil! not Prodi- 
gality and Vanity ſhut thee out from 
it ? Take not thy Meaſures from the 
World, but from the Goſpe), and _—_ 

GC 2 te! 


'S 


-2 Of. R1f.is and So21mus, 


tell me, who has given thee Power { ® 
much to diſpence with it. Follow the 
Goſpel, if thou hopeſt to come to the *' 
Promiſes of the Goſpel. 


St. Rufus and Soz1mmns, Martyrs, | 
December 18. 


T Hey were of the number of thoſe 
Diſciples, by whoſe Labors the 
Faith was Planted amongſt the Hebrew; 
and Grecks, and their Martyrdom is Re- 
corded by St. Po/ycary, the Diſciple of 
St. John t vange'iſt, who equals them 
with the grear 5t, [qnatine, Martyr, to 
whom he joins theſe T wo, and en- 
courages his People to ſuffer with Pa 
tience, by their Example, and in Hopes 
of their Reward. And haſt thou no- 
thing to learn from them ? If Preach- 
ing the Goſpel be not thy Province ; 
is 1t not thy Dury, at leaſt, to eſpouſe 
the Cauſe of Virtue, Piety, Juſtice, 
and Truth? Are not theſe often injur'd 
in thy Preſence, by the undue Liber- 
ries or Raſhneſs of thoſe, with whom 
thou Converſeſt ? And does not Fear 
or Shame ofren make thee Connive at, 
if not Favor, the Aggreflors ? Is this 


the 


F Pecember 18. 52 
She Spirit of the Marty:s, to let Hu- 


Fu man ReſpeRs take place of Dury, to let 
the the Cauſe of God ſuffer, for Fear of 
*Qiſobliging Company, and being 
thought Uncivil? I do not encourage 
Tie oughneſs, if not abſolutely neceſlary ; 
* bur Adviſe thee to ſhew thy Breeding 
15, by a Meck Reproof of what deſerves ir, 
"and by being Moderate under Paſſion, 
af by ſuch Reproof it be provok'd a- 
- paint thee. This is the Civility, 
_ which the Goſpel reaches, and *tis thar 
ime Fhich will gain Reſpe&, encreaſe thy 
Re. Friends, and open thee a Way to Hea- 
© ven. 
of 38 
em JR 
T0 


en St, Nemeſis, Martyr, Decem. 19. 


pes N the Perſccution of Dc we, he was 
nN0- accus'd at Alexandria of Theft, by 
ch- ſuch Enemies of his Faith, whoſe Ma- 
us; lice ſuggeſted this way for Deſtroying 


uſe * both his Life and Reputation : Bur his 
oe; < Innocence being proved, his Faith in 
r'd zZ Chriſt was ioon aft:r made his Crime, 
er - 2 and for this was condezmn'd to the 
om > Flames, in the Company of Thieves. 
car "* Falſe Accuſations are a Severe T11a}, 
al, ® and therefore let nor thy Charity be 

; C: 3 wanting 


ad 
FI” 
« 
B84 - 


| C « b- St. \e »ve Fu fy M 4 rry Co 


riouſly upon it ; Reproach, Ignominy 
and Diſgrace were one of the Evils, 
ro which Chriſt himſelf ſubmitred, 
and being Sanctified in his Sacred 
Per{on,may be to thee a SanQification, 
if thou receiveſt them in the Spirit 
that is, with the Patience, Charity 
and Meckneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. Ir 1s ve- 
ty allowable, in ſuch Caſe, with Mo- 
deration and Peace, to juſitife thy felt; 
bat if thy Plea be not receiv'd, then 
is the rime to Join thy ſelf to Chrift, 
and Imitate his Humihty and Silence, 
in Submircing to the Scourge, God is 
P'eas'd to lay upon thee, which may be 
Ju trom his Hand,rho? not from them, 
who appear again{t thee. Let this be 
thy Rule, and permit not every Ordt- 
nary Provocation of this kind to fill 
thy Mind with R-ſeatments and Paſ 
fion : bor this 1s unworthy of thy Po- 
fellton, and wi'l be the lots of that Ad- 
vantage G04 purs into thy Hands. Pray 
for this Crrace, prepare tor it, and fee, 


thar this be thy Prattice, when the Trial 
comes, 


Vigii 


F 
. 


wanting in Praying for ſuch as are un- # 
"der it: And for thy ſelf, conſider fe- 


I 
3 
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vis, 8 Vigil of $71. Thomas. Decem). 20. 


tis $E:clus. 44. 26. 25.10. Jo. 15+ 12, 16. 
-10n, ' 
"ity RE ſuch a Faſt, as may be accep- 
S table to God, in Humiliation and 
Vve- *$elf-denial : If thou abſtaineſt from 
Mo- *Fleſh, and yet findeſt ways to courr 
elt; My Appetite, commit Exceſles, and 
ben * ndulge thy felf in all thy uſual 
Ut, "Liberties, will this be a good pre- 
Ice, wives for the Bleſſings of Heaven ? 
s - ZEndeavor in this point to Reform thy 
be ſelf and others. 


be "ol It being likewtſe the Day of 
1s \ Larne 
- | St. Philogonus, 

WY! 

C | : 
Ah Bip of Antioch, whoſe great SanCti- 
1 | ty 15 ſer forth by St.Chry/o/tom, not 

| only for oppoling 4-r/us, but likewate 
'y tor a!l thoſe eminent Virtues, which 


> Þ are the Ornameats of that great Dig- 
UW » nity: Pray for all thePrelates of God's 
* Church, that by his Examp'e, they may 
> be fo many Lights of the Wor'd, in 
* diſſipating the Darkneſs of Error and 
# Vice. The common Intereſt of che 
j C 4 Flock, 


-6 St. Thom ts, 


F!ock, is 1n their Zealous and Exem. | 
plary Piety ; and therefore all ought to 
Join in petitioning God for t !e degree 
of Grace neceſlary for their Condud, 
And ſince Sr. Ch-y/o/tomin his Diſcourſz 
on this Sainr, prefles all Religions to 
join in this Charity, the Cauſe being 
io general a Good, and the Solicitor fo 
great a Saint, who knew the weight of 
the Charge, I hope they will not be 
wanting 10 It, 


— — 


St. Thomas, December 21. 


Epheſ. 2. 19,22: Fv. 20. 24, 29. 


1 I-| E was an Apoſtle of Jeſus Ckriſt: 
* Pray for ali the Paſtors of God's 
Church, who ſucceed in his Function. 

2. He propagared the Gofpel amongſt 
the Bartbarous Nations of the Eatt 
Pray for all thoſe People, who are a- 
gain Re'aps'd 1nto Ido'atry, that Cod 
would be pleas'd ro vitt them : Pray 
for Conitancy for thy ef. 

2. He was Iacredulous in the Poir 
of Cluiſt's ReturreCtion : Pray for al 
thoſe. wio are Incredulous, who are 
| ObZinate in their Errors ; forall like- 
Wit?, 


aA 
[ 
1. 
- 
I 


*FÞ aich- 


Pocember P I, T7 
*iſe, who thro' Weakneſs, or Tempta+ \ 
ion, are diſturb'd with Doubts in 


4. He was a Martyr : Pray for Con- 
Nancy and Patience for a'l that ſuffer | 
Jor Jufice and Truth : Pray for all | 
Fho!te, who are viſited with any Aﬀi- |þ 
tion, whecher Temporal or Spiritual. 
* Tr is not recorded in Scripture hop _, 
Sr [ſhimas was cali'd ro the Apoſtle- 4 
Chip ; bur the indiſpenſible Condition 
tho Apoſtle being to leave all and 
'0!l0w chriſt, it cannot be queſtion'd, 


*Lut he did ſo. This was the perfeQi- 


zon of their State, who were choſen to 
Spread the Goſpel throughout the 
+World, and carry Chriſt's Name be- 
fore Kings and Princes. They were to 
renounce the Farth, that they might 
be, without diſtrattions, wholly atten- 
tive to the buſine(s of Heaven, and give 
evident proof of their having no other 
Jatereſt, but in Jeſus Chit alone. 
There are now many Succeſſors in this \ 
FunCion of preaching the Goſpe!, and 
they are truly happy ones, who, with 
the Spirit of rhis Apoſt'e, ſeek nothing 
in the manifold diſcharge of rhe Du- 
ty, but Jeſus Chriit. They who ſeek 
him thus, will certainly find him both 
for themſclves and others : But if | 
C5 Chriſt 
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ver, and Church-men make ute of this 
to feck themſelves ; theſe have a Mer» 
cenary and Hireling Spirit, and by 
preyings upon. the Flock, betray the 
Wolf under the Paſtor's Weed. T his 
CharaGter belongs to ſuch Paſtors, who 
vroſtieuts their whole FunCttion to 
their own private Intereſt ; bur this, 1 
hope, is the Condition of ſew. I with 
their Number were not greater, who, 
in eppearance, being no ways wanting 
to their Duty, carry with them, how- 
ever, a wor:dly and covetous Spirit, 
tnch as puts them upon being hard to 
the toor, and makes them eagerly 
graſp at every thing, thar is for their 
advantage. *Tis true, Paſtors being 
Men, and like others, ſubje& to many 
wants, it muſt be aVow'd them to make 
provition ; but ſtill this ought to be 
done 1n ſuch a way, as may expre!s 
their want. but not their love of Mo- 
cy 3 the Treaſure 1s to be in another 
Wo:'d, and not in this; and if they 
are t00 eainzlt 10 heaping here, it too 
Plain'y ſhews, where their Heart is. 
Ctiiit making choice of Men, who for- 
took ail, 15 an in{rruttion to their Suc- 
cechtors, that they ought not to delire 


| «nd leck all : and truly "ris a very git 


cditying 


Chriſt and in Goſpe! be only $0 Keg 
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. : tedifying thing to ſee thoſe, who inhe- 


it the Apoſtolick Power. to renounce 


Their Spirit, and inſread of making 
Chriſt their Portion, to be, above o- 
Fhers, moſt ſolicitous for the things of 


his World Remove this Scandal, I 


tbeſeech thee, O God, and pranr, that 
tthey who undertake to teach the Go- 
:ſpe', may live by its Principles, and 
being Guides to a better World, may 
Snot by their 11] Example, encourage 
Stheir Flock to be in love with this. 


This Apoſtle having once undertaken 


to follow Chriſt, continued faithful to 
-him, and gave ſufficient evidence of 


his Sin.cerity, when apprehending his 


Maſter's Life to be in danger, by his 


going up to Jer»/1l:m , and all the 
other Apoſties Gdiiiwading him from 
It, he alone cry'd out ; Eamus & moria- 
mur cm ill, Lit tis go and ate with him. 
This was the Teſt of a rrue Diſciple, 
not to think of leaving Chrilr, when 
dangers threaten'd, but readily to of- 
er himſeif to take part with his Mas 
ſrer in all his Sufferings. Every tol- 
lower of Chriſt muſt endeavor to ob- 
ſerve this Rule. They are not only 
to be faithful in their Duties to him, 
when 'tis confiſrent with their Intereſt, 
Reputation, Quiet, and Spiritual Com- 

fort; 


| 
| 
j 
. 
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fort ; 4 Pet | 
Burt likewiſe continue their Fideliy ? 
there, where they foreſee, they ate like 
ly to be Suffercrs or Loſers by it. It 
a Chriſtian always tel!s ! ruth, when 
"tis fo his purpoſe ; and defends him 
ſe!tby Lies, when he apprehends the 


Truth will piove Diſadvantagerus to 2 


him; is ſuch an one a tive Liſcip'e; # 
or can he ſay, let us goand Die with * 

Chriſt, who js thus unwilling to futffr 
any thing for him ? If a Chriſtian ob: 
ſerves the Kules of ExaQt Sobitcty 
and Diſcip'in, when left to his own 
Condutt, and rather than bear thcir 
railery, joins with thoſe, who impor 
tune him to Diſorder and Exceſs : If 
for fear of being pointed at, he fo!- 
lows a Corrupt V\ or!d in all is Prodi- 
ga'ity,, Vanity and Luxury : If he wou'd 
lerve his Neighbor, could it be done 
without Trouble: If hx Deſuies be 10 
Ive virtuouſly and juitly, but the ap 
prehenion of Wanting purs him upcn 
Vays. that are unjultifiable : If he 
wou!d obſerve Peace with his Neigh 
bors, bur cannot bear their Imperrinent 
and Dilagreeable Humors: If he 
woud ask Pardon for Injuries done, 
but cannor ſubmit to the Humi'tation, 
or to the Thought of being reputed 
Poor- 


By 
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Poor-Spirited and Tame, Cc. Can 
uch as theſe pretend to the CharaQter 
pf being Chriſt's Diſciples, who, thus 


Twpon the proſpett of any difticulty or 


Abneafinsſs, abandon his Caute, and fo 
Far forſake him ? A Chriſtian ought 
Zever tobe in a Diſpoſition of Dying 
2 with Chriſt, 'ris part of this Day's Lel- 


ſon; he is to follow lim even to 
Death ; whatthen if he meets with 
the ordinary Diſcouragements, which 
commonly work by raiſing Fear or 


*® Shame ? If he cannot overcome thele, 


how will he do it, when they are ac- 


* companied with the Terrors of Racks 
and Death ? He that Surrenders him- 


_ 


ſelf to a weak Enemy, how® can he 
Hope to be ViQorious when Afau!ted 
with a much greater Force * Strive 
therefore daily to be Conſtant to ail 
thy Duties ; accuſtom thy ſeit to Force 
thy Way, upon meeting with Oppoii- 
tion ; let nor Fear or Shame prevail 
on thee to rhe Onithon of any Obltiga» 
tion. have no regard to what the 
Wer'ld wi'l fay of thee : Look on Dif- 
ficultics, Troubles, Temptations, Dif- 
quiets, cc, as Part of thy Portion, and 
an Exerciſc of this Life, ro which Ged 
has call'd thee : Be not therefore over- 
nice, nor unwilling to take Pains, nor 

atfraid 
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affraid to Suffer : This will bring the! 
by degrees to the Ditpoirion of a try;? 
Diſcip'e : and 11 God ſhall call thee tt p 
greater Trials, thon may*it be in Hops 
of oftzring thy {elf with the Refo'uti. 
on of this Apoſtle, and fay. Letrs on 
and Diez with our Suffering Lord. 

 Buthowever grear was the Virtue & A 
this Apoſt'e, in forfaking all to foilow Z 
Chriſt, and offering himſelf to go and 
Die with him ; yer behold Rill in him 
a great Argument of Hunfan Wealtnels; 
| he refutes ro believe Chrifi's Reſur- 
| rection, and declares his Reſolution of 
continuing Obſtinate in his unbelief, 
except God condeſcending to his Weak: 
neſs, ſhall remove it in the manner as 
preſcrib'd by him. What is a Chri- 
ſtian to Go here, but protoundly Hum: 
ble himſelf in the Sight of God : forit 
in Men, who had renounc'd the Wor!d, 
had been bred up under the Diſcip!in 
of Chriſt, and were ready to Die with 
him, there appears ſuch Inficmity ; 
how ought others be Apprehenſfive, 
who belides the common Frailty of a 
Corrupt Nature, have ſo many other 
Reaſons to diſtruſt themſelves, and be 
jealous of ſuch Miſcarriag es? Tis here 
then they are bound to acknowledge 
their univerſal dependance on God Jud- 
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7 the Teſt themſelves entirely to his Protefi- 
' (1: WW, and having earneſtly implor'd his 
Pe Tiftance for this Poor he'p'eſs Clay, 
10ps $#ſo!ve never to provoke that Hand, by 
\Uti. Wlful Sin, from whence all their 
0 rength is to come. 

# Another Leflon we may learn 
e of  Wom the unbelief of this Apoſtle, Thar 
ow @cemp'ar and well-meaning Chriſtians 
and iv be ſubje& to Obltinacy and Frrors 
mM Faith ; that they may be poſitive in 
13; king very wrong Wavs for coming to 
'7- he Knowledge of the Truth, and make 


of  ®Dppolition againſt the Way God has 
f, *Thoſlen and ordain'sd for their direQion : 
k- FThart therefore, notwithſtanding all 
5 the Regularity of their Lives, they are 


'- DOblig'd roconhider, whether the Me- 
F thod they rake for their {<curity againſt 
t a'l Errors in Faith, be Subjett ro Er- 
rors, or a {ate Bar againit them, ſuch 
| 2s Chriſt, has appoinred, and 1s moſt 
| coniormable tohim, who 1s the Eter- 


nal Truth 
There 13 one way, which this Apo- 

{ ſt'e requir'd for his ſatisfaQtion, and 
that was Sreirg and Fling, before he 
wou'd believe: Now tho' Cirift's 
Gooudnefs was ſuch to him, as to Com- 
ply with his Infirmitv, for the Cure of 
his Unbelict, yet this was nor the 
Method 
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M:thod ordain'd by Chriſt for the * 
whole World: He requir'd al} Nati: * 
ons to Believe to the Ent of the World, ? 
and being Afcended to nts Farher, ren: 
der'd it impoſhble to them to come to | 
this Faith by Secin; or Feeling . and in © 
pronouncing thoſe Blefl:d, who Bz'teve 
and See not, declar'd it lis Wil), that 
Chriſtians ſhou'd Believe without See- 
ing. The Method rherefore of a Chri- 
ſtian's Faith is not thar, which is here 
reprov'd in S. {»1nas, but what 15 com: 
mended by Chriſt ; and the Motive of 
their Believing 1s not to come from 
the Aſſurance given them from their 
Seeing or Fee'ing, for this is not Be- 
lieving God, bur | elieving theic Hands 
or their Eyes ; but it is to come from 
the Aſſurance given by God ; and being 
thus founded, nor on theſe Sences, but 
on the Divine Authority, their Faith 
becomes Divine : Bzing therefore duly 
inform'd, what God has laid, True 
Chriſtians preſently afſent ; they Hear 
and Believe ; and this is the Method 
deſcrib'd by S. Pa», who fays, Fa;t, 
comes by Hearing, Thczir concern there- 
fore 1s not curiouſly to enquire into 
the nature of the things propos'd from 
God, and upon finding them ſquare 
wita their Reaſon, their Imagination, 
OT 
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or their Senſes, upon this Condition ro 
accept them ; for this is to Subjett Di- 
vine Anthority to Human Senſe, ris 
to appeal from God to Man ; as if Di- 
& viac Truths Nood in need of the Ap- 
= probation of Private Reaſon : But they, 
upon a ſufficient Teſtimghy of being 
Truths deliver'd fiym Wood, readily 
Embrace them ard Beiljeie; for whe- 
ther they are Myſteries proportion'd 
to their Reaſon, orno; yet they know, 
"tis always moſt reaſonable they thou!d 
Le'ieve God ; eſpecially in things be- 
longing to him. Bclicve God, 1s the 
Firſt and moſt indiſputable Maxim of 
Ubriſtian Reaſon; and to doubt of 
what he teaches, on pretext of the thing 
Contradifting our Reaſon, is to att a» 
gainſt Reaſon, in pretending to Main- 
rainits Right. Since theretore Chriſt 
has ordain'd a Church on Exrth to bear 
Tet mony of him, and inſtrutt the 
wito c\Wor'd in his Truths, and io emn- 
ly er:gag'd his Sacred Word, it thall 
be ever affiſted by his Holy Spi:it, and 
reuphr the Truth to the End ot the 
World, and declar'd, that the disbe- 
leving, or being obſtinate againſt it, 1s 
tae {:me Crime as to disbelieve God 
himie f; therefore the Chriſtian Me- 
thod of Believing, is tro Hear what 
Chrilt's 
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Chrift's Church teaches and believe ;W'* 
'tis the Way appointed by Chrit, F* 
whereby the whole World was to be A 
inform'd of his Truths ; to doubt of 
any Point, on pretext of being Unre-P T] 
ſonable, isto att againſt Reaſon 'tis*_ 7 

to doubr, whether God, be Truth, 
whether CiMlt's Promiſe be True ? 
'Tis to fix the Centre and Meaſure of YY< 
Divine Truths in Human Reaſon, and 
notin God: So that inſtead of con-} 
cluding, 19s is from Gol, therefore it i 
moſt R:2/onable and True ; "tis turning all 
the wrong way ; and whenever Private | 
Reaſon ſhallſay, This us not Reaſonable ; * 
it likewiſe [a3 ; ts r-fore it s not from 
God, nor True : Which is beginning at 
the wrong End ; 'tis ſetting up every 
Private Reiſon to be Judge of Divine 
Truths ; *tis laying a ground for an 
endleſs and wremediable Diviſion ; | 
hnce Privare Capacities being differenr, 

their Judginents muſt neceſſari'y be ſo ? 
too : And therefore cannor poſlivly be 
the Way Eſtab'iſh'd by Chriſt, who Þ 
requiring Unity in Faith amongſt al! 

Bzlievers, could not appoint a Method 

D:ftrucive of al! Uniry. The Unity 

of Faith requii'd in Chriſt's Church | 
muſt therefore come from God ; he is 

the Fountain and IUfſ:ntial Unity ; 
trom 
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Som him muſt flow all other Unity : 
Ty SAnd thus he has order'd it. His Truths 
be Wre Eternal and Unchangeable ; he has 
of WMNtabliſh'd a Church; to (deliver theſe 
1. Truths from him to the whole World. 
is This Church carries with it the Au- 

wthority and Security of God's Spirit : 


P o 


y $A1l Private Judgments ought to be o- 
F Fver-rul'd by this Authority, and fub- 
1 'Fmir ; hence there's a Unity in Faith 

Zthroughour the World; and this 


Faith comes by Hearing : S. Thomas 

ought to have heard the Apoſtles; and 

all others are to hezr the Catho'1c 

Church of their Times : And thus what- 

ever 1s the difference of Private Judg- 

ments, all mect in one Faith. He that. 
kcars yo0', hear: 7; He that hears wi, us 

o/ Gra; anihe that Lears tis mot, w mot 
of God ; in this we knew the Spirit of 
Truth, and the Spirits of Error. 


—— =, - _——_ 
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Noble Rowan, who, by order of 
4 4 7//zn the Apoſtate, had his Face 
disfigur'd with thoſe Marks of Infamy, 
the uſual! Puniſhment of Thieves and 
Malefattors ; and being afterwards caft 
forth 
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forth into Baniſhment, there giving" 
himſelf wholly to Prayer, prepar'd for: 
that Life, for which he had contemr'l! 
all that is in this. The Feſtival c&f? 
Martyrs return often upon thee, th” 
thou may 'ſt give Glory to the Head 0 * 
Martyrs, and learn ſomething ct this 2 
Spirit. And what Advance haſt thou 


| 
made * How doſt thou bear Reproaches * ull 
and Contempts ? How doſt thou Sub- 'F, 1, 
mit ro the dai'y Difficulties of thy | he 


State; to the Diſtempers and Pains, W ne 
with which Go is p'eavy'd to Viſit thee: MW 
How doſt thou bear the Trouble of thy MF 
own Infirmiti-+ and Indifſcretion? Ree Þ c 
ſentmerits, Impaticnce, Paſſion, may 
be thy Inclination, but ought not to ; 
be allow'd in Practice, if thou think'ſt 
to walk by the Copies fo ofren ſer be- | 
fore thee. Stand then with Reſoluti- 

on againſt all ſuch Weakneſs, and 
whenever they ſeem to Work upon ' 
thee, Retire into a Corner, and there 
begging the Patience of the Martyrs, ? 
bend down thy Neck to the Troub'e, | 
whatever it be, that io thou may'lt | 


_— to the Praftice of what thou Fro- 
elle(t. 
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Poor Man in Rome, who, from his 
Infancy, being firuck with the 
alſie, and thus render'd incapable of 
all Work, was brought every Day to 
the Gate'of $ Clemn:'s ( hurch, thereto 
beg for Alms. The Charity of this 
Beggar was Very Remarkable, in 
Diſtributing every Day to other Poor, 
whatever Alms he receiv'd above what 
fatisfied the Neceflities of the Day ; 
only ſparing fo much as ſerv'd for the 
purchace of a Bible, in which, tho? 
Ignorant of ail other things, he wag 
very well inſtructed, by deliring ſuch, 
as came to V:tiithim, toRead ro him. 
Having liv'd many Years in this Me- 
thod, and in the PraQice of a cheerful 
Patience, he gave up his Spirit to God, 
who atteſted his SanQtity by filling the 
Room with a Sweet Odor, which con» 
tinued till his Interment, as 'tis re- 
lated by S. Gregory the Great in a Ser- 
mon, who receiv'd the Relation from 
Perſons then living, who had been 
Witneſſes of it. Learn the great Ad- 
vantage, that may be made oj —— 

ain 
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Pain and Poverty. By the good uſe of! 
thefe,this Saint made his Way to Hez.? 
ven: And will nothe riſe in Judgments 
againſt thee, for thy Impatience in 
lefſcr Tria's : for thy Ignorance occa-F 
fion'd by the Ill uſe of thy Time and i 
Health; for waſtiag in Vanity and En-R. 
tertainments, what might have been the Þ# 
Food of the Poor ? Look over thy Ac 7 
counts, and ſeeing how much, with Þ 
thy Plenty and Health, thou arr behind 
him, who had neither, think of re k 
forming, for thus only canſt thou pre- 
vent the Conſequence of thy paſt Ill ? 
Management, | 


Chriſtmas-Eve, Decem. 24. 
Rom 1. 1,6. Mat. 1. 18, 21. 
J His Day is a Preparation for one of © 


the Greateſt Feſtivals of the Year, | 
a Feſtival of Inflnit Mercy and Good- 


neſs. On the effeQs of this Mercy de- 
pends thy Eternal Good ; prepare 
then for it in the beſt manner thou art 
able ; join Contrition with thy Faſt- 
ing, and a moſt profound Humiliation 
of Spirit : Confeſs thy manifold _—_ 

neſs 
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Weſs and unworthineſs ; He that comes 
Fo be thy Phyſician, will be pleas'd 
with the Sincere Acknowledgment 
bf thy Infirmities. 


His gi! has been kept from the 
\ Time of the Apoftles, and in the 
SPrimitive Ages, with ſuch ExaQneſs, 
Sthat a Neglett of it was reputed Crimi- 
F nal. S. Aguſtin remov'd 2 Prieſt from 
# amongſt his Clergy, tor being wanting 
in the Obſervance of it, and for Frea. 
'& king his Faſt. S. Gregory of Tours 
| Þ gives particular Inſtances of God's Dif- 
pleaſure againſt ſome, who had little 
regard to it. It cannot be queſtion'd, 
but there 15 a great Provocation in their 
diſorder, who now haſte from the Altar 
to their Entertainments, very unbe- 
coming the SanCtity of the Time, and 
too often Prophaning it with Irreve- 
rence and Exceſſes. Avoid theſe, and 
if neceſſity obliges thee to take any 
Relief, let it be with great Moderation, 
without Noiſe or Converſation, that fo 
thy Soul may not be diſturb'd, but be 
at full Liberty for Entertaming thy 
Lord, and Acknowledging all his Mer- 
TLCS. 
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Stence 
from 
Contemp'ate the Wonders and Mercies 
of this Day ; a Day, when the Second 
Perſon of the B. Trinity made Man in 
the Womb of the Virgina My, was 
Born of her +#rthe—Manger—of Berle 
hm, and came rthishumble-manaer 
to be theWorld's Redeemer. Approach 
then in Spirit, Chriſtian Sou!, to the © 
Manger ; ſtand there awhile, and open- 
ing thy Breaſt, receive the Inftrutti- 
ons he thence gives thee. 


C hri/ tm Aas-l1 Jay, Decem. 23. 
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N a Day, when God the Father 

ſpeaks to us by his Only Son, the 
Eternal Word, Locutus eft nobis in Filio;; 
it cannot be leſs than Preſumption for 
Man to ſpeak ; who ought rather in 
pive ear to what is ſpoke to him 


Luke 2. 1, 14. Luke 2. 15, 


eaven, and with- admiration * 


I. 
But firſt, whi'ſt thou hear'ft the An- 


gels ſaluting him with a Celeſtial 


Hymn, 


December 25. 72 
Hymn,and ſeeſt the Shepherds,inform'd 
from Heaven, making their Offerings, 
and Adoring him for their God, join 
thou with them, and confeſs him to be 


” thine. 


O-Jefrs, 1-here bow down before 
Fhes; and acknowledge Fhee- to be 
my Lord and my God ; Thow-art the 
Frernal Son of the Father ; Theu-ax 
the King of Glory, Q-thrt;t+ Adore 
and Bleſs thy —Holy—Name, who, for 
thy Redemption _ been pleas'd 
to become Man : I offer Thee my 
Heart and Sonl, beleeching thee to 
purifie them by thy Grace, that thro 
thee they may become an Accep- 
table Preſent, inehy Sight. 4 


Behold him, and learn, how much 
they artIndebted tro the Goodneſs of 
thy God, and the Infiait Mercy of +hy 
Redeemer : The whole World lay un- 
der the Guilt of Sin, and 
an Eternal Baniſhment from the 
Sight of God, join'd with Everlaſting 
Puniſhment, was the unavoidable Con- 
__ of ſuch a Guilt. Man was 
lolt, and being, thro' Sin. an Enemy 


to God, it was not in his power to re- 
verle his Fate : -For what could Rebel: 
ous Clay do to fatisfie an injur'd God ? 

D The _ 


/ is Redemption. What had | been but 
have Part of that Damaed Maſs, eternally 
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The Debt is Infinir, and the unhappy ? 
Debror Poor of himſelf, thro? his Ot- ? 
fence, is become ſti!) more Miſerab'e, | 
Wrerched, and worle than nothing: | 
And tho* there wants no Mercy ready 
to forgive, yet there 1s Juſtice. too, | 
which mnſt be ſarisfied, What Reme- © 
dy then for Man, but to be deliver'd ? 
to the ! xecutioner,and caſt into Priſon, 7 
there to abide Miſerab'e for ever? And Þ 
thus it was to be. But behold the Mer- ' 
cy of thy Redeemer ; the Second Per- 
fon of th: B Trinity offers himſe'f to 
become Man, that ſo he might be capa- 
ble of being made a Sacrifice for rhe 
Sins of Men, a Sacrifice of Infioit Va- 
Ive, and more than <qual to the Guilt : 
For this End, when the Fulneſs of 
time was come, ordain'd by God for 
the Accomp'iſhment of this Work of 
Mercy, he is Born of the Virgin Mary 
an Infant,and yet True God and Man ; 
this is the Myſtery, this the Mercy 
the Church at preſent Commemorates, 
and thou with Love and Gratitude art 
humbly to Adore. 

© Jeſus, + Adore thee, and give 
thee Thanks forthis +ky Inifinic Mercy, 
in beitg thus pleas'd to undertake our 


- 
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exc/uded from Heaven, a deſpairing 

Sewul amidſt Everlaſting Flames ! Bur 

thou-artcame to be my Deliverer, anf 

make 4ny Peace with our offended God; 
Fhou off:r't-ehy4elt to Death, an In- 
nocent Lamb, thatk = Rebellious and 
Sinfu! Slave might be capable of E- 
ternal Life. Whar ſha!lÞ+ tay, O my 
God ; awhar returns thall &make tor all 
thy Favors ? +wTHll in filence Admire 
and Adorethy Mercy : +-wrll Bleſs thy 
Name for ever. B'ell:zd be our Lord 
God of 1/rac/, becauſe he has Viſited 
and Redeem'd his Peop'e, and rais'd 
to us a powertul Savior, who ſhall de- 
liver us from our Enemies,and from the 
Hands of all that Hate us ; that with- 
out fear we may ſerve him in Holinetfs 
and Juſtice all our Days, that we may 
be enlighten'd who fit in Darkneſs, and 
our Feer be directed in the Way ot 
Peace. Praite our Lora all you Nati- 
ons, all you People Bleſs our Lord. 


ITT. 

And now, in beholding this wonder 
of Goodncils, dof not then fce like- 
wiſe, what reaſon theau-ba# ro Hope 
and Plage whole Confilence in 
God ? When then conſlider'tt ry tet, 
and diſcoyer $nothing there, butWe 
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neſs, and repeated Relapſes into Sin, 
4 "ris enough to make 4hee tremble and 
deſpair: But viewing here, how Infi- 
nit is the Tenderneſs and Compailion 
oFGod, and how great things he has 
_ — done for+hy Salvation, -haſt not chew ® 
in this ſufficient Motives to raiſe thy © 
Hopes, truſt in this Mercy, and re- 
joice in ſo Plentiful a Redemprion ? 
"Tis now evident, God wills not the 
Death ofa Sinner, who has done fo 
much to regain him Life. And how 
we Carnftcheu tear, he will refuſe thee 
Mercy, who has given <thee- his Only 
yon, thro' whom thou mayN- obtain 
it? What is yer to come, is much 
lels than what he has already done. for 
ak : It being much more wonderful 
for God to' become Man, than for a 
Sinner to find Mercy thro' ſuch a Re- 
deemer. God will not leave his Work 
1mperfeft : Hope then, and let not +hy 
Hopes end, but with «hy Life. 

In thee I pat my truſt,O Bleſſed Re- 
deemer, and tho' my Blindneſs and re- 
peated Tranſgreſſions often oppreſs me 
with Fear and DejeQtion ; yer now has 
ving Thee my Advocate tothe Father, 
all thy Humiliations and Suffrings to 
Plead for me, however I may deſpair 
of my felf, I will ever truſt in thee. 


My 
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My Sins I confeſs are great; but inft- 
nirly greater is thy Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy : What can I fear, when thou ap- 
pear'ſt for me, and ſtandeſt berwixt me 
and my God, whom I have cffended ? 
Rejoice then, my Soul, in God thy 
Savior, and ever remember thole 
Words of Comfort ; Whoever truſts in 
him, jhalnot be confounded for ever. 


IV. 

And does not this Goodneſs of God 
towards Man, teach zkee the great Ob- 
ligation thew haſt of Loving God with 
all +hy Heart, and with all-thy Soul ? 
For what could God do more for +hee, 
than here he has done? Conſtder this 


Myſtery yet again : Fhon ſay thow - - 


BelieveR it ; bur $@at—theu ever ſeri- 
ouſly refleQed upon what thew be- 
lieveſt? Haſthau ever thought, how 
Infinit muſt the Love of God be, in 
ſending his Only Son-to become Man, 
to expole him to all, that is here Con- 
temptible, and after Cruel Torments, 
to Die upon a Crots ; and all this, that 
Man might be ſav'd, that Sinful Duſt 
and Aſhes might be exalted 'to G'ory ? 
And 1s there not here in this, even in 
that Poor manner a«+keu conſidera it, 


ſomething wonderful and worthy of 
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waved Love 7B! uſt then and be confound- 
ec at all+by paſt ingratitude and inſenſi- F 
bilirv. who having {o much to Lovein Z 
God, yer loves him fo lictle. What 
ifall the Moments of #xy Life had been 
employ d in giving thy He art to him, 
it had been much {hort of what 15s duc; 
but now having given him ſo very 
few or none, what cant thay ſay, buc 
bewail 4k/ Milcry, and profeſs, thow 
ftandeA 1n necd of all che Mercy of hy 
God ?* Make ſomes amends however 
now, and fix this Thought to deep 
| within 4a7 Soul, thar thou may'lt be 
no 'Oonger capab! e of this Senpidity. 
Wharc thall | fiy, my God? I 
wou'd willingly ſix, I Love Thee. 
'Tis what I ought to do. I ſee 
M oives twncient ro-enzece and force 
my {jcartio Love; and make me won- 
der, it I Love thee nor: And yet 


where can my Love bs, who fo lirtie 
think whar thou halt 4: 2 for me: ant 
fo often forfake thee, norwirhira; id1ng 


all chy Mercies! 4s {-love,and rhe Love 
of the \Wor'd, tis P'ain abound 1 1,me; 
I with L had ſuch evidence of the Love 
of thee, my God But rhis muſt be 
thy Gift O Jz!{us, both as ro the 
I UIC ere Defire and Sccure Volt: fon oft 
It. This one thn 5 therefore 1 azk of 


thee, 


ok, 
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thee, and Task it by thar Love which 
bronght thee into this World, That 
from this Moment I may for ever 
Love thee. Poilefs now my Heart 
with a true Senſe of thy Goadneſs and 
Mercy, and may the Thoughts of theſe 
ſo fill my Soul, that being indifferent to 
a'l things of this World, I may Jabor 
a!ways to be poſle(s'd of Jeſus, and not 
value the Lots of all things elſe, ſo I 
g4in but thee. Come, Jeſns, enter in» 
to my Soul, and live there for ever. 


But what Hopes of Loving Jeſus, if 
' thou haſt no regard to thoſe Leſſons, 
which he teaches thee ? He is Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, and yet Renouncing 
all the State and Magnificence of the 
World, fee in what Humble manner 
he comes : He has all the Treaſures of 
the Earth at Command, and fee what 
his Foverty is: He has all the Legions 
of Ange's to wait his Pleafure , 
and ſee how he is expos'd to Cons» 
tempt: There's no Place for him in 
the Town ; the beſt Accommodation 
is taken up by others ; a Stable is his 
Palace, an 0+ and an £4{ are his Ar- 
tendants. All this is what: he choſe, 
as molt agreeable to the Work he has 
undertaken ; ad mot propzr for the 
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£iving atrue Idea of the things of this 
Worid, to ſuch asdeſire tobe his Fol. 
towers. Not that he requires all to 


Renounce Riches, and all manner of | 


Scate;bur that he wou!d not have Chri. 
fians ro value themſelves by their Poſ 


te::zons or Attendants, or place their * 


Satisfaction or Happineſs in them, 
or love them, or eſteem thoſe Con 
remptible, who have them not. For 


it ene pretends to be a Follower of 


Chriit, and only admires that, which 
Chriſt contemn'd, and contemns that, 
which Chriſt choſe, 'tis plain ſuch an 
one has only the Name, but not the 
Spirit cf a Chriſtian. Beho'd then the 
Mou! botore thee, and be Afar'd, 
that Chriſt choſe what was beſt for him 
and ſafeſt for thee ; and ſince thou 
tindeſt in him Solitude, Poverty, 
Want of Conveniencies, Hardſhip, 
and a Separation from the World ; 
thou canſt nor queſtion bur in theſe 
may be ail rhe happineſs ofa Chriſtian ; 
and tho' they arte not ſanQified in them- 
ſelves, are however the ordinary way 
which leads to all thoſe Interior Vir- 
race, in Which refides the Ipirit Of 
Chrift. And if, upon a ferious conſi- 
deration of what thou here dehold'ft in 
win, thou afterwards, caſting thy Eye 


back 
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back on thy ſelf. ſeeſt there not only 
Inclinations, but Aﬀ-ftions and Pra- 
ices kept up, encouray'd and follow'd 
quite contrary to what thou art here 
raught : If thou art ever Solicitous to 
pleaſe thy (e!f, ſeck what Delights, are 
bent on thy Faſe, loveſt ro be admir'd, 
laboureſt to be great inthe World, art 
impatient at the want of every Conve- 
nience, unhappy when contemn'd, &>c. 
Canſt thou be art Peace with thy (cf, 
and think thou loveſt thy Lord? Ah, 
Chriſtian, deceive not thy ſelf, thou 
canſt not love Chriſt, and have ſuch a 
Diſlike for what he does ; thou canſt 
not truly love him, and forſake his 
ways. Pretend not therefore to this 
Love, except thou canſt ſhew ir in} thy 
Life, as well as in thy Words ; excep* 
thou canſt give Proof of a Mortificd 
and Humble Heart, and art cither re- 
ally Poor, or Poor in Spirit. 

O Jeſus! And are theſe the Eeffons 
thou ru us from the Manger, and 
exateſk the Praftice from thy Follow 
ers! Whoſe Diſcip'e then have I hi- 
therto been? I fee little in =y paſt 
Life, þut what has been a Contradition 
to this thy Example: Exceſſive Pride 
and Ambition, a Love of Eaſe and 
Convenience, a Diſlike to all manner 
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of Suffering and Retirement, with ya- 
riery of ſuch other Ingredients, have 
made up my whole Life: And yerl 
have cail'd my ſelf a Diſciple of Chriſt. 
How great therefore has my Miſe: 
been 1n this long and aﬀeted Blind- 
nels, in following mv own Perverſz 
Inc!inations, andthe Corrupt Ways of 
the World, having little regard tro thee, 
my God, and my Guide! Bur this 
my NMifery 1!] commends thy Mercy, 
which has ſpar'd me till now, and nor 
ſInatch'd me away in the miaſt of my 
Inigquities: And what then haveI to 
do now, but to adoreand bleſs this thy 
1111:t Goodneſs, and take the Advan- 
rage of this Opportunity, thou kere 
£rv'it me for my Eternal Good. Par- 
vo me therefore, O loving Redeemer, 
tor ail my paſt Follies, Vanities, and 
nquities, 1n WhichTI have uaworthily 
departed from thee: I ſee now the 
Pervericnefſs of them, and Iincere!y aC- | 
know!edging my Fault, I hope thou 
wi.t not deny me Mercy, who comeft \ 
1:10 the World to ſhew Mercy to Sin- 
nezrs. Have Mercy on me, © Jeſus, 
hace Mercy, on me; and having Par= 
dJon'd my Manifold 1lranſgreſtions , 
»*YEINe anew Spirit and Docile Heart, 
whicreby I may With due Regard, be 
atten- 


- Af 


Tecemler 20 S3 
attentive to a!l thou here teacheſt me 
from the Crib, that renouicing my 
own Corrupt Ways, and all the Miſta- 
ken Judgments of the World, I may 
tak: Mcafures from thee only, of what 
I am to forſake, or difeſteem, and 
whar to chuſe. Dire& me in this, 
Jeſus; and fince I have had fo much 
tad Experience of my Weaknels, 
Nirengthen me, I beſcech thee, by thy 
Grace, againſt the Attempts of 1ll 
Cuſtom, and the World; that being 
victorious over all my Enemies, I may 
chulſe rather to follow thee 1n the Sp1- 
rit of Humility, Seif-denial and Pe- 
nance, than rejoice with the World in 
a'l the deceitful Flatteries, of Pride, 
Pleaſure, or Self-love. Such SatrsfaCti- 
ons as thete are falſe, and betray the 
Poſſeſſors to endlets Miſery, fince for- * 
faking thee, who art the Life, their 
Fruit muſt be Dzath; and rejoicing in 
thee is the only Subſtantial Comtorr; 
for this is the Life of the Blelled. 

VI. 


If thou art in earneſt, give now 
Procf of it, for thou haſt the Oppor- 
tunity before thee. 'Tis at this time 
the World calls upon thee, to join 
with it, in many Extravagancies. Ic 
pretends to rejoice indeed tor the ___ 
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of a Redeemer; but the general Me- 


thod of irs Joy is ſuch, as much better | 


would become a Birth-day of Bacckes, 
than of Chriſt ; there being ſcarce any 
fort of Exceſs, which has not the En- 


couragement of Authority and Cuſtom 
to giveit Credit And the Cover of ' 


all, 1s, becauſe 'tis the rime of Chriſt's 
Nativity : The Angels and Shepherds, 
that js. Heaven and Earth, rejoic'd at 
this great Solemnity; and why not 
they ? Tistrue, there is great Reaſon 
tor -Chriſtians to rejoice at the Yearly 
Commemoration of ſo great a Mercy ; 
bur 111] it ought to be with a Chriſt:- 
an Oy, 1n giving Praiſe and Adorati- 
on to the Author of this Mercy : G/«- 
ria in cxcellis Dro, And if a more than 
ordinary Relaxation be then allow'd, 
ought not every thing be done with 
Moderation, Decency, Innocence and 
Order? Certainly, when we renew 
the Memory of the greateſt Bleſſings, it 
ouphrt to be the Chriſtian's Care, to a- 
void every thing, that can poſſibly be 
di\pleafing to him, from whole Bounty 
they flow : It muſt be a criminal In- 
gratitude to be then moſt wicked, 
when they ought to be moſt Religious , 
and Can it be tax'd for leſs than Mad- 
nels, to celebrate the Merey of our be- 


ing 
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JF ing Chriſtians, with the Liberties of 
F Heathens? And what 1s itelſe, when 
T at this, above all others, we ſee ſuch a 


Gate open'd to all manner of Intem- 


W perance, in Gluttony, Drinking, Re- 
| > velling, and Gaming, and variety of 


Diſorders uſher'd in, as the natural 
Conſequence of theſe? Can this be 
eſteem'd a Chriſtian Joy, an Acknow- 
ledgment of Bleſſings, a Thankſgiving 
for Mercies? What can Atheiſm or In- 


# fidelity defire more for the ridiculing 


the Fundamental Myſteries of our Re- 
ligion? And yet thou art invited tro 
take part in this ; here then let the 
1rial be, of what thou haſt profeſs'd ; 
let this determin, which ſhall com- 
mand, Chriſt, or the World, in thy 
Soul. The World will not be want- 
ing. in Suggeſting Morives to prevail; 
it will pretend to nothing, bur whar's 
Moderate and Good, and under this 
Cover, decoy thee into all Exceſs. 
But prepare now againſt it, beg Gpace, 
whereby ro ſtand thy Ground. Be- 
ſeech thy Redeemerto be thy Strength, 
offer thy Heart for his Abode, invate 
him from the Manger; but ſee thy Soul 
be prepar'd for ſuch a Gueſt. The Ox 
and Aſs offend him not ; but it thou 
haſt any Beaſt, and Prutal Paſſion with- 


by 


e6 Chriftnas-D 'y, 


in thee, remember the Stable's the# 
much better piace. | 
Be conſtant then to what thou hat 
reſoly'd ; let the Example of S. 4», 4 
fia, that holy Virgin and Marryr, give 
thee Courage; who furrendring he © 
Life to Chriſt, on this Day, when B 
Chriſt was born for hr, made 1n this 
the beſt Return ſhe could for fo great FB 
a Mercy ; and thus has ranghr thee a 
Mortifying Leflon on this Day of Joy; 
but *cwaz what ſhe learn'd from lim, 
who came: to be a Sacrifice for her. | 
Beg to be well InſtruQed in tliis School; 5 
offzr now thy Life to Chr;t, arhis firſt 
entrance into the Wori'd : Haſten 1n a- # 
mongſt the firſt; and ri!! he ſhall d+- 
mand thy Life, be ready to forſake for | 
him, whatever he ſha!! demand of thee; 
and if it be, what thou canſt not re- 
nounce, but with great Difficulty and 
Violence ro thy fſeif; look on rhe 
Work he has undertaken, and ſee, whe: 
ther thou ought'ſt not to bluſh at thy 
once Niceneſs, and be aſham'd of ſer- 
vinga Suffering Lord, no farther than | 
thou canſt do it at thy eaſe; Believe 
me, Niceneſs, Self-love and Eaſe, be» * 
come not the Follower of ſuch a Maſter. 
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I- FE} E was the firſt of the Deacons, 

' cholen by the Apoſtles, and 
the Scripture ſays, he was full of Faith, 
and the Holy Ghoſt: Pray that all 
thoſe, who are choſen to any Church- 
Miniſtry, may be M<n of this Chara- 
Qer, and ble(s'd with theſe Gifts; rhe 
Good of the Church, and of Infinit 
Sou!s, depends on this. 

2.” A Svupernal Wiſdom, and the 
Spiric of God, direfted him in all his 
Diſpures with the Enemiesof his Faith : 
Pray for the ſame Heavenly Aſſiſtance, 
both for thy ſc!f and all others, as ofs 
ten as Charity to thy Neighbor, an 
Duaty to Truth, ſhall ob!tye to the like 
Encagements; and rem-mber, that Pa# 
tience and Moderation belt become the 
Advocares ot Truth. 

3. He ſupported the Malice of his 
Adveriarics with a wonderful Courage : 
Pray, that this may be a Pattern to thee 
and a!l others, when call'd to any part 
ct theſe T rials. 


4. He 
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4. He pray'd for his Enemies, that} 
Ston'd him: Pray, and endeavour, 
that the like Chariry may ever acconr 
pany thee and all others under the ſe | 
vereſt Provocations ; be conſtant in 3 & 
Pradtizing it in ordinary ones; *tis the © 
ſureſt way of not failing in greater. ? 

St. Steph-n having been choſen by the 7 
Apoſtles one of the Firſt Deacons, his * 
Diligence and Fidelity in his Charge ? 
was edifying to the Faithful, his Pow- F 
er, in working great Wonders and |} 
Miracles rendred him eminent to all * 
People, ſo that he became the Inſtru- 
ment of great Converſions ; the Num- 
ber of Diſciples multiplying very con» *! 
ſiderably in /er«/a'cm,and a great Num- 
ber of the Prieſrs becoming. obedignt 
ro the Faith: This Zeal of his, thus 
happy in ſo plentiful a Harveſt of 
Souls, gave Diſturbance ro the Ene- 
mies of his Faith, and exciting their 
Envy, put them upon unwarrantable 
Reſolutions, of obliging him to Silence 
by their falſe Reaſoning; and if this 
ibould prove ineffeQtual, of accom- 
pliſhing their Deſigns, by falſe Accu 
lations and Malice. Here's a Comfor- 
vable Example of a Diſciple's Zeal, and 
as terrible one of Blind and Obſtinate 


| 
Paſhon. 


Whoever * 
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1 3 Whoever undertakes to be Chriſt's 
r, DDi{ciple, whether —in—the quality—of 
1 IPrict; Deacon ic, mult expe& 
 RFOppotition : Happy they, who by their 
n 


® Zealous Labours, or Edifyirg Regula- 
e ©-riry in themſelves and Families, give 
7 occaſion ro Adverſaries to be Jealous 
# of them, and put them upon Malici- 
ous Cont: ivances of leſs'ning their Fame 
to the World, for preventing the Fruit 
of their good Example. Such as theſe 
are the Sweet Fever of Chriſt ; their | 
8 Piety, Labours, and [uſtice, aſcend hke 
| Incenſe before kim ; they are Bleſted 
: in what they do, and mere- Bleſſed 
Z MAL. in what they ſuffer, being in both 
parts thetrue Follgwers of rheir Maſter, 
whoſe CharaQer is compriz'd in thete 
few”Words, of doing Good to all, and 
Siffering Eviifromall. Burt as for 0- 
thers, who, having undertaken the 
lame Charge, are either ſo remiſs in all 
Duries, or {Oo unedifying and dilorder- 
ly in the Method ot their Lives, as fo 
give bur tco frequent opportunity to 
Advertaiies of expoſing them and theas 
Church under very Diladvantageous 
Characters, without putting them to 
rhe neccfliry ot framing untruths ; 
ſuch as thele are very unhappy as to 
themſelves, 4n departing- 
| Lite 


Os 


| Eife-of Cliilt, and-Renouncing 4, 


———_ 


9” St. Steph FN. 


Faq; whatever Religion they Profeh,? 
and are—very—unnatural Members ©; 
their Church; who by their Irrerutari, 
tieand Wickedaels, become ve N; 
Per5—EALWIAY out-the very Bowwels of BY 

and-more Cru: 1 Ga | 
their own Br-thren, in conveying 
Poyſon to their Souls for the fatisfyin 
their own Crimira! Paſſions. Ti 
are they, who bute wharte: 
rhey have, on:| not blowing the Þ 
DidQates of th:ir N- 2'1g1" 1 Celign'd for | 
their Salvation, will fi, Y no other : 
effeQs of this Cont-ma'd Mercy, than 
in their greatzr Condemnation. 

For whatever the Chutch of Chriſt 
ſuſfers from the Inventions and Malici- 
ous Ca!umnies of Unbelieving Adver- 
ſaries, al! this I look upon as the In- 
beritance Chriſt has Teft it, the Clef 
ſing of ſuffering Innocence, ſuch as 
has not on'y its Recompence in the 
Life to come, bur a Plentiful Fruit 
here too ; . {or _ Paui's Cony -erſton was 
the effett of the Suborna —_ and Inju- 
ſtice uy'd againſt $ Stephnr; ſo I queſti- 
on nor, bur the dit covery of all ſuch . 
unjuſtifiable Prattices ag1inft Chriſt's © 
Church, ſerves as a Light, which di- 37 
re&ts great Numbers into it, and 1s at 


; 
the ? 


3 oa 


-- 

Ft 
a> 
yy 


»- 
c 


FY 
= 
a 
T2 
— ws 
ca 


December 26. G1 


a Fhe ſame time a Proof of its being 
hrift's. Bur when Thear of weighty 
nd infamons Accuſations advanc'd a» 
ainſt the Church, and the Occaſion 
Pp ivenby the real Crimes of irs Meme 
'®EÞers or Governors by their Amvition, 


t Bride, Coverouſneſs, Luxury , &c. 
-o 2M( tho there be a Nororiovs Injuſtice 
3 7 ary, 

1 Wn Charging ber with the C:ime* ofher 
& EMerbers, vet ) I cannor bur Piry and 
t 8 Reproach all rhoſe, who are thvs un» 


happy in putting Srones into the Tands 
: WH of her Enemies to fling art her; it be- 
ing theF themſelves, more than, her 
Enemies, that Srone her ; and the 
WF more eminent degree they hold in the 
# Church, the more it is they are Inftru- 
| mental in this unnatural Crue!ty + The 
Violence and Fury of rhoſe Blind Jews, 
who, this Day !:1tred upaheir Hands a» 
oainſt S. $::p/ 4 13 bur a weak Reſem- 
blince of their Crime; and I wiſh on 
this Feſtival, while they pretend to 
Honor this Martyr, thev mighr have 
Grace to ſee, whar part they rake with 


his Ex<cutioners, and more Grace to 


amend. 
$. Srephen, being broughr by falſe 


# Accufations before the Tribunal, 
= with grear Conrage and Liberty of 


£ Spirit, gavean account of his Fairh ; 
but 
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but the evidence of Miracles or Reaſon: 
could not ſatisfie them, who thirſtel 
not for Truth, but for his Blood : And 
therefore ſeeing themſelves hither Wie 
diſappointed , they hurry him withe 
Violence out of Jeruſalem, and therÞ ior 
diſcharge their Malice againſt him, in® 
Stoning him to Death. And here it Þ 
was, while under this Execution, he ® 
had the Comfort of ſeeing Heaven open 
before him, and Jeſus ſtanding at the 
Right Hand ofhis Father ; and he a' 
the ſame time gave Proof of being his 
Diſciple, in Praying for theſe that | 
Ston'd him ; th:y had Malicein their | 
Hearts, and he perfe& Charity in his; | 
they thiew Stones and Death at him, 
he ſent up Prayers to Heaven for them; 
he kneel'd down and cried with aloud 
Voice, Lord, Jay rot this Sin to ther 
Charz-, and fo expir'd. 

This was the wonderful Charity of | 
this Fiſt Martyr : *Tis this the Church 
Prays for in the Collett of this. Feſti- 
Va", and ought to be the ſubje& of e- 
very one's Prayer in particular. There 
arevery great difhiculcties in rhe pra- 
&tice of this Golpe'-Charity, and 1n 
fome, thro”. their Natural Conſtitution, 
tacy are much greater than in others; 
and yet it being indiſpenſible in ai), 

there 
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ere can be no Juſt Excuſe to thoſe, 
ho have it not ; whatever the difficul- 
s be, they muſt be overcome : To 
die withour it, is to Die unprepar'd; 
0PFthe fulneſs of Faith aud of all other 
3S$ood Works will profit nothing, if 
11 His Charity be wanting ; and it being 
© very difficu!t a Leſſon, how can 
pſe, with any reaſonable Grounds, 
ope to Prattice it at their Deaths, 
ho Nepl-@ the Praftiſe of it all their 
ives 7 Long Habits, without a Mi- 
culous Grace, cannot be overcome at 
dnce : And tho' the ſeemingly ſincere 
ndeavors of a Death-bed ons 
may give ſome Comfort to ſurvivin 
Friends ; yet there is ſtill roo muc 
Reaſon to fear, thoſe Paſſions, to 
which the Soul has been a long time 
cuſtom'd, are not then ſo effeQtually 
Renounced, as they ought to be, for 
e ſecuriry of rhat laſt Hour: And 
herefore, I look on all thoſe, who are 
eaſie in admitting Reſentments of In- 
Sjuries, Diflikes an4 Averlions ; who 
permit them to *Strengthen and take 
SRoot ; omit, on this Score, all uſual 
{ Corre\pondence and Civilities ; catch 
Jar a!] opportunities of Jeſy/\ning and 
expoſing the Parties concern'd, ſeek ro 
return Evil for Evil, rejoice in their 
Misfortunes, 
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Misfortunes, and will not move 2 2 
Finger, or {-nd up one Praver for the 
Comfort and Relicf, &c. All thee 
ſay, I look on as Evil Chriſtians, » 
Live without Charity, and are in evil 
dent danger of Dyingſo. Theſe hank 
not learnt St. Step/-1's Leflon, in wi 
ceiving the Stones thrown at then 
with fis Patience and Charity, bn 
ſtill endeavor to throw them back + 
gain with the Paſſion of that Hand 
with which they were caſt at them: 
And truly, conſidering the great num- 
ber of Chriſtians, that thus, in ren 
dring Evil for Evil,are throwing Stones! 
at one another, *tis to be feared, !om-M_ 
ny looſe the Parronage of Jeſus, wh 

thus unduly undertake to Vindicat: 

themſelves ; and that in refuſing to 

leave their Cauſe to him, they'll! never 

have the Priviledge of fſecing him 

the Right Hand of his Father-; except 

by a timely Repentance, they Re! 
nounce this Method, and endeavor to 
Live here by the ſame Spirit, by whichÞ 
they Hope to Live for ever; and what 
15 this, but the Spirit of Chariry ; that 
Spirit, which he ſo earneſtly Recon ff 
mended to his Diſciples before his go- 7 
ing out of this World, and was to? 
bring them after him, to the Polleſbon | 
0 
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fa better Life, in which it was to be 
pnſurmated, by a Perfe&t Union of 
heir Souls with God for all Eternity ? 
ow down, my Soul, before thy God 
is Day ; acknowledge all thy paſt 
IT ranſercions 11 the Breach of Charr- 
y, and leave not thy Prayers, till rhou 
aſt obrain'd a New Spirit, by which 
hou may'ſt ever Live in Peace with 
11, forgiving all Injuries, as thou de- 
ir'{t thy {elf ro be forgiven : Beg this 
dpirit of Jelus, and detire this Martyr 
o join with thee,for the obtaining what 
hou askeſt on this Day, wherein he 
thew'd to great an Example of it. 


} 
- 
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Ecclus. 15.1, 6. Jo. 21. 19, 24. 


d F? HE was an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, 
| and One of the Four Evange- 
"FF liſts: Pray for a!l Biſhops of Chriſt's 


'Þ Church, who are the Succeflors of the 
: Apoſtles : Pray for all who undertake 


to Preach the Goſpel; Pray for all 
A that Read it, thar they may be direQ- 
ed by the ſame Spirir, by which it was 
' Writ; and remember, to Beg the Af- 
ſiſtance 


oo 
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ſiſtance of this Spirir, as often as thoy 


h; 

rakeſt that Sacred Volume into thr w 
Hands to read : Pray that this may be 6 
the Rule of thy Life. el 
2. He was the Beloved Diſciple cif F 
Chriſt :*' Pray, that thou may'ſt have: 1 
ſhare in the Love of Jeſus: And ſe, Þ « 


there bz nothing in thy Heart, which 
may renderthee unworthy of his Lore. 

3- His Epiſtles Breathe nothing but 
Charity or the Love of our Brethren; 
every Page is full of this : Pray for 
the obtaining this Vertue, and ender- 
vor this to Prattice it. 

4. He ſuffered for the ſake of Chriſt; | 
was caſt into a Veſſel of Boyling Oy], 
as 15 related by Tertulian, and being mi- 
raculouſly preſery'd, came forth with- 
out Hurt : He was afterwards ſent into 
Baniſhmenr, and there had the Privi- 
ledge of thoſe Propherick Viſions, ſet 
down in the Revelations : Pray for all 
that ſuffer under whatever AfMiQion, | 
that they may be ſupported with Hea- | 
ly Comforts. 

It was the happy Priviledge of St. 
7ohn, to be the Beloved Apoſtlg of 
Chriſt, who being Truth and Juſtice it 
ſelf, could not milplace any AﬀeRion, 
and therefore Jlov'd nothing in him, 
bur what juſtly deſery'd his Love. How 


happy 
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happy would all thoſe Chriſtians be, 
who, Honoring this Feſtiva!, wou/d 
fincere'y endeavor to pur their Souls in 
the diſpoſition of this Apoſtle, fo as to 
Hope for a part in the love of their 
Redeemer ! This cannot be inthe leaſt 
expeGted from him that is the Erernal 
Truth, except there. be ſuch Qualifica- 
tions in the Soul, which render it 
ſincerely Good., Shews of Devotion, 
and an Exterior Piety, are ſufficient to 
gain the Opinion 'of Men, and make 
ſuch Perſons be reputed the Beloved of 
Chriſt ; but how little to the purpoſe 
are all theſe in Regardibf fie, who 15 
the Searcher of Hearts, if they pro- 
ceed not from 'a Faithful Heart, ſuch 
as is Pure in his Sight? This was the 
Diſpoſition of this Apoſtle, who being 
call'd to this Digaity in his Youthful 
Years, at an Age moſt of all expos'd to 
the Vanities and Flatteries of this 
World, and moſt Averſe to Suffering, 
ſtood out however reſolutely 2painſt all 
kind cf Charms and Tetrors, continued 
Faithful to his 'Maſter vnder all Tria's, 
wittfthe Conſtancy of more experienc'd 
Years;and thus giving Proof ot a Heart 
open to nothing but the love of Chriſt, 
was therefore above all beloved by him. 
Suck ought to be the Hearts of thoſe, 

E who 
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who expe this Day to partake, with 
this Apoſtle, in the love of their Divine 
Maſter : They have a perfe& Emblem 
of the State, in which their Souls ought 
to be, in that Favor ſhew'd to FS. 
Joln at the Laſt Supper, when he felt- F 
ed onthe Breaſt of Chriſt ; they who Þ 
can bring their Hearts like him to reſt 
on Jeſus, may juſtly Hope for the love 
of Jeſus : They, who, amidſt the many 
DiſtraQtions of this, World, can make 
Jeſus the Centre of their Comfort, can 
have no Reaſon to doubt of Inheriting, 
with him, this Bleſſing. This happy 
Diſpoſition cinot be expetted, till 
they have overcome the World, and 
obtain'd that Conftancy of Mind, as 
not to be prevail'd on, either by its 
pleaſing Solicitations, or its moſt ter- 
rifying ObjeQs, to be diverted from 
this Reſting-place, which.Chiiſt offers 
to every devout Soul. Here is the 
Task every one has upon their Hangs, | 
this the -Condition, tor the obtaining |* 
this Chriſtian Poſt, and is ſuch as can 

not be complied with, but with great 
difficulties : For tho' we have permit- 
ted us, in this Life, the Uſe of all Crea» 
tures, and, in all Conditions, there are 
nor ___ of pleaſing Ob- 
jets, whether as to Poſleſſions, Chil- 
dren, 
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dren, Company, ec. or as to what he- 
longs to Eating, "Drinking, Clothing, 
Diverſion, Enterrairiments, cc. which, 
thro' their 'NathraF © agreeableneſs 
are ever Courting the Senſes ard 
the Mind; tho” alt thefe' ar allow'd 
in their ' due degree, and the being 
pleas'd 'with them cannot be ſeparated 
from that Uſe, which is 'permirted ; 
yer to love rhem is din rous, and purs 
the'Soul in hazard: ofreſting on' them 
inſtead-of Chriſt-: whith hazard” is &ver 
greater in propotrion'to that degree, to 
which this love ariſes? A Nice Point; to 
Uſe and Enjoy Creatures and the Goods 
of rhis Life, and yet not to love them; 
at: leaſt, not roJove ſo, a5 to Prejudice 
that Loveand Reft, which 'we onght ro 
have in Chriſt” And yet thys it oughit 
to be, becauſe we are nor to Tranſgreſs 
the Ecernal Decrees of God, who ring 
given al Creatures for -onr Uſe an 
onvenience,” allows us 'not to gi 

onr Hearts to them, bar has reſerr'd 
theſe for himſelf. ' © 


. There is/n1& ORay Wo the o- 
ther ſide,” av'to things that iPepfoar: 
For tho' we 'are here in "this Life ex- 
pos'd to Variety'of Neceffitics, tho* we 
{ee our ſelves Deſtitnte of ' all Homnian 
Comfort ; tho! ev dat 

2 an 
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and Friends. tho' . we fee the World 
Arm'd againſt us ; tho) there be aSuc- 
ceſſion of. Evils,,atrending our whole © 
i Lives; yetfis. nat. ,allow'd us, under | 
the Oppreſion, {the - moſt - weighty 
Afflidtipns,. t En Comfort and 
Reſt in Chriſt; but-in his Breaſt we 
are ever to repole.. . Theſe are the Con+ 
ditions for obtaihing-the Jove of Jeſus, 
hard enough to. our , Corrupt Nature, 
@ a, and yet nottpbediſnenc'd with, ] And 
|, now, while all pretend” to this Love, 
| how few areSolicitoustyo put themſelves 
' ( 3n the Diſpoſirtions of being capable of 
-x+ijt? Oaly thoſe, who keep that Guard 
5» upon their Hearts,-as not to admit of 
” any ſuch Exceſs, .in regard of things, 
that either pleaſe or difpteaſe, them; as 
to Jet Love or Fear, Content or:T'rous 
ble, take thgm from the Breaſe-of their 
Redeemer ,Far- they. are, only theſe, who 
can be_eſtegeni'd. ſo.to, Live'in this 
World, as not to beSlaves-to it; ſo to 
Converſe . with Creatures, as: not to 
let them take Place of God i:And now; 
Whey Breaſts of atl were to.bs this Day 
laid open; Wit not-to jibe fegr'd; there 
would ;be.',very. few, whoſe Hearts 
would be found thus reſting in Jeſus? 
Have; we not Reaſon 'to apprehend, 
ia the:greateſtc Numbers, there would 
' e 
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be diſcover'd fuch- Excefsrof »Palſion; 
that cicherthro)the Fondneſs.of' whar 
they Love; oft the Diſturbance of w tat 
gives them Touble, they are 1o'w hB} 
taken up with Creatures, :thar they 47 
at a great diſtance remov'd fromiGod ? 
Here's our Common Weakntſs; We 
are plac'd in this World) 'ferjthe: gain- 
1082 better.; we thave 2rthercafe''of 
Creatiires allgp: dus;.5 weed 1a 7 
be a Hy'p ro -uson our Way, ; and: we! 
genera]ly'letthe Concetn 6f theſe}' in 
one Reſpe&> or. other, ſo: Seize! our 
Hearts, that eithtr. 'the Enjoyment':6r 
Want pf them leaves » but hrtle/place 
for tht Love of, one Eternal Good y/i{b 
that Wbir by the Divine: Appoihtmeny: 
is defigty d torahe Help, or. our Exer- 
ciſe, by an Exceſs of [Paſſion we 
wholly pervert into the Occafions of 
Sinzand make them ſerve as the Inftru- 
ments. of -our Excivfion from the Sighe 
of God: *Tis:the Remedy ot this! a«; 
bulg we ate to Pray: tor this Day, that: 
no; Cantern for what: is. Created, may 
rake place of our; Creatar ©. God is ro 
be.ch2 Principal-Objeft- of -our Love, 
other things ate only to..þe Jov'd for: 
him, orin him ; and: whenever: any af+ 
fection, tho' of things: moſt + Janocent 
and Lawtfal, ariſes L r0:zbhafi adtÞ ee, : a5 
FY | FG 


rqQ rake of our. Concern from God and * 
his ar aug ap rr” 2 that in them £ 
we begin to. place aur pinels and © 
Reft, chere's no Gin og all ſuch 

Love is Injuriovs to our greater Inte- 

reſt, and fuch cannor truly ſay, They F 
reſt in Chriſt. - God likewiſe is to be FE 
the Priacipal'ObjeR'ot our Fear; and 
whenever for the Want or 'L2{r of -any 
thing Created, we indulge our Trou- 
ble ſo far, 'as.to remove all; Fear of 
Loſing Gad, all ſuch Trouble 1s cer- 
tainly Immoderate - and Sinful. and 
cannot be permitted, bur by forfaking 
rhe Reſting-place of : this - Apoſtle. 
How very)jealous then ought Chriſti- 
ans to .b= ' of theſe growing Paſſions, 
carefully; avoiding | whatever: they Ex- 
perience to Enflame "or Feed them ? 
Playing with theſe, is jeſting with E- 
ternity ; to give Way to them, upon 
a Confidence of keeping them within 
Bounds, is to let looſe: the 'Lions and 
Bears, and Ef:& of a Blind: Preſump- 
tion ; and therefore tro Pray' for the 
Love of Feius, and not-to labor in 
cutring cff rhe » Occaſions' of theſe Pat- 
ſons, 45 to run from Jeſus, and pray 
they may come'to him. + This abſurdi- 
ry 'becomes 'hot- thoſe, who are ſerious 
1n:their Profeſſion; and conſidering the | 
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t Infincerity of our Temper, and 
uy many Subrilties of our falſe Rea- 
ſoning, by which we are tooapt to Fa- 
vor our Inclinations, requires a very 
Nice Examin for its Remedy , or Pre- 
vention. "Tis ſomething Surprizing 
to conſider into how many Dangerous 
Snares, Piousand Welk-meaning Souls 
unadviſedly fall, for want of this Care ; 
whilſt by giving way to the Innocent 
Part ( as they reckon it )of theſe Paſ- 
ſions, they are infſenſibly engag'd 1n 
ſuch Familtarities and AﬀeSions, or 
in ſuch Exceſs of Trouble, Diflike or 
Averſion, that if their Hearts were 
laid open, 'tis to be fear'd,there wou!d 
be found very little of thoſe Holy Dif- 
poſitions, they ſeem to Honor in this 
Apoſtle. 

This we confeſs to be our Weakneſs, 
O Bleſſed Redeemer, and we implore 
thy Powerful Grace for the preventing 
its Miſchiefs: Teach us therefore fo 
to regulate all our AﬀecRions, thar 
neither the Love of what we here pofſ- 
ſeſs, or the Troub'e for what we want, 
may ever ariſe to any ſuch Excels, as 
to ſeparate us from thee. Teach us 
to be Vigilant and Wile in this Point ;\ 
and tho' we , have the Fiatrerics ot 
Creatures to invite BG or the Proſpe@. 
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of Racks to terrifie, us, yet ſo merci- 
tuily ſupport us by. thy Grace, that 


Created may ever force us from thy 


bound to hiye tor T hee. 
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Ho!y Innocents, December 28. 


Ape. 14. 1, 5- Mat. 2. 13, 18. 
or I. Heſe were the firſt Victims of 
(ni pol Jeſus Chriſt : Off-r thy ſe'f a 
oy FSacrifice to him, who was Born to b*- 
*#-- come a Sacrifice for thee, If thy Lif: 
be not in Danger from the Crue!ry ot 
Enemies; be thou thy own Spiritual 
E xecutioner, in dying to all. rhat 15 
contrary to the Law ot God ; thus wilt 
thou - become the Viaim of Chrilt ; 
and this thou art to pray for this Day. 
-2. In tiele. thou ſeeſt the Fury of 
their Enemies, to be the means of ma- 
king them et2:nally happy : Pray, thon 
may'ſt make this good Ulſe of whare- 
ver thou luffer'lt. And remember, 
Suffering join'd with Innocence, to 


be the way of the Goſpel, and of Chriſt, 
an4 tuch as leads to Glory. 


3. Theſe 


neither the Love or, Fear of any thing ? 


Breaſt, by deſtroying that Love wears 


wa LF 
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| been leſs Glotious' 3 ſo every: Occaſion 
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3. Theſe were cutoff in the State of 
Innocence: - A-Day proper for all Pa- 
rents'to- pray: for theit;Chi dren, that 
God. would preſctverrhent in their Ins 
notence, and'-rather take them out of 
this World in "that State of Security, 
than permit -'them to' grow up, it he 
foreſees, they will take 'ro evil Ways, 
and be Rebels againſt. him- - 

In theſe firſt Vi&timTot Chriſt, who 
were murtherd; by! Hevps, | the Churdlt 
honours <a 7 vena ny tg In- 
nocence, gives Thanks for their Glory, 
and teaches all the: Pairhful, that whar- 
ever Malice God permits: the Wicked 
to exerciſe / againſt the Jaſt, is for! rhe 
Good of thoke; (thatifffees it: So-rhat 
to wonder at'the/SufFerings of the iy 
nocent, 19 the-eff<of roo weaki Rea 
foning, | ſach as comprehends/ nor ehe 
Condu&t of God ; whea, very often, 
there is no other Reaſon, why he per- 
mits thent ro/ ſuffer; - but becauſe rhey 
are Innocentu®] This | Conſiderarion 
ought 'to! mbderars in Chriſtians * all 
Exceſs of Grief 4nd! Diſquier, when 


: they are utjder any kind of AfﬀiStion ; 


for 'as the Malice. iof ' PetJerutors has 
been the Advantage of| the Martyrs; 
and had they ſuffer d- lefs,- they - had 
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of Trouble, if ſubmitted ro with Pati. - 
ence, may be as the Seed of Glory ; | 
not the Scourgei-of Anger, but the 
Mercy of a Loving Father; deſigning © 
by ſuch Steps to exerciſe and perfett Þ 
bus Children, for the obtaining an E- ® 
terhal Reſt. , This is a Leſlon thele fuf- © 
tering Innocents give to all' Chriſtians, d 
and an Encouragement, to wait with | 
Patience, ;under all the Appointments * 
of, Gad, itt Hopes of the Recompence 
beilgs promiſetl.., |. ; 
———, But theſe murtber'd Innocents give | 
a more particular Inſtruftion to al 
Parents; that while they deteſt this 
Barbarcus ,Fa& in Herod, they would 
be, caietu! to ſecure their, Children a 
g4inft his Cruelcy, which they- are too 
Qiren expos'd+t0; not from Heroa's | 
Hand, but, by their proving: Herods to | 
their, own Children, and letting them 
lall a Sacrifice,nat to their. Cruelr 7, but 
fo-rheir moſt unnatural Careleſneſs and | 
Negle&; This happens more ways | 
thaw-05Þ 3 the firſt and moſt ordinary & 
15 thet of Jaying them in the fame Bed 
with them, or with their Nurſes; 
where every Night, for many Months, 
they we in danger of being 'murther'd, 
by being over-'ajd, This Danger js fo 
gieat, that, whatever, Tendernefs. ar 
Love 
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Love the Parents have, it can be no Se* 
curity againſt ir,where every httle Ac- 
cident is ſufficient to ſtifle and rob them 
of their Breath, as effeQually, as the 
ripping up their Bowels with the Exe- 
cutioner's Hand. And tho' the great 
numbers of thoſe ,v ho are thus expos'd, 
and yet happily eſcape all ſuch Acci- 
dents,gives a certainConfidence to ſome 
to venture it, and is ſufficient to per- 
ſwade others, there's no ſuch Hazard to 
be apprehended ; yet whoever examines 
7 the Bills of Mortality, and fees, there's 
ſcarcea Week, in which there are not 
ſome Infants thus unhappily murther'd 
in theTown of London, and no Year, in 
which the nymber ariſes not to ſeveral 
Hundreds, may in this find aDemonſtra- 
tion of the Danger, ſuſficientto terrife 
all thoſe Parents, who have any Eowels 
or Senſe to underſtand, that tho? the far 
rome number eſcapes,yet the conſtane 
| eriſhing of ſo many Yearly, is enough 
| for this thing to be juſtly eſteemed 
* Dangerous. Thus 'tis reputed by the 
Church of God, who no ſooner be- 

| comes the Mother of Children, by 
bringing them forth to Chriſt in Bap- 
tiſm, but She expreſſes her juſt Care 
and Tenderneſs of them, by her feaſon- 
able providing againſt this Miſchief ; 
requiring of her Prieſts, after the Ad- 
miniſtration 
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rr iniſtration of this Sacrament, to give 
this Charge to the Parents ; that they 
permit not the I:ifant to be laid in Bu Þ 
with them, or with the Nurſe, becauſe 
ofthe Danger of its being over-laid. MF © 
"Tis plain then She apprehends it Dan. IR * 
gerous, - and therefore thoſe Parents, IF ' 
who havingnoregard to this Caution, I} 
do otherwiſe than She dire&s, are in 3 
this Undutiful to their Common Mo- 
ther, raſhly expoſe their Chi'dren t9 
Danger; and it the Miſchief happens, 
of which they have been thus ſolemnly 
forewarn'd; who can excuſe them from 
the Guilt of Herad's Cruelty, in. be- 
coming the Murtherers of their own 
Children ; for as many as thus Periſh by 
this unnatu;al Negle@, fo many Parri- 
Cides there are ? 

A Second Way is that of Mothers 
putting their Children out to Suck ar 
a Stranger's Breaſt, which as often as it 
15 done without Neceflity, is Unnatu- 
ral, and therefore ſeverely reprov'd 
by the Fathers and'all Antiquity : Iris 
likewiſe an evident expoſing of their 
Lives, by teaving them in ſack Hands, 
who are generally. wanting in that 
Love and Care, which is neceſſary for | 
their prelervation. They, who know, | 
how great this Care ought, to be,” can- 

not 
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not reaſon1bly expe it from Strangers, 


# who having generally no other Motive, 
for what they do, than the Pay of fo 


much a Week, cannot beſuppoes'd, up- 
on this conlideration, to Att with aſl 
that Fidelity and Watchfu'neſs, which 
thoſe Tender Twigs require, and 
which can only be the effe&t of that 
oreat love, with which Nature inſpires 
Mothers in regard ot their Children : 
For if Mothers, notwithſtanding this 
Exceſive Love, arenot willing to un- 
dertake this Troubleiom Charge, how 
are they like to perform it, who have 
not this Love, and undertake it only 
tor Monty ? Therefore we find Saras, 
Am,the Mother of the Macha'e:, ajary, 
and other Holy Women, bringing up 
their Children..at their own Breaſts ; 
and the Scriprure fcarce-affords one In- 
ſtance of ' a Mother putting out her 
Chi!d ro a Stranger ence F. Ame 
broſe explicating thole Words of Gene. 
ſir, c. 21, Who will tell Abraham, that 
Sarah g/ves hey © Child ſuth? Says; 


Tis a place of Inſtruftion ; and Wo-' 


* men arc here call'd upon to remember 
* their Dignity, and give Suck to their 
* Children Forthis is the Grace of 
* Mothers, this is their Honor, by 


* which they may make their Children 
* Dear 


by P 
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* Dear to their Husbands. Hence $. ” 


Gregory anſwering to the queſtions p:o- FB 


pos'd to him from E:./anud by S. Aur! 


fiine Biſhop of Canterbury, ſays ; 'Tis| 
*an i!} Cuſtom crept in amongſt Mar- #7 
* ried Perſons, that Mothers refuſe to © 
give their own Children Suck, and © 
* put them our to be Nurs'd by other * 


*Women : Which ſeems to proceed 


* from no other Cauſe, but that of * 
* Incontinency; they will not Bridle © 
* their Carnal Paſſion, and" therefore 


* refuſe to be Nurſes to their own Chil- 
*dren. Now how can Parents fatisfic 
their Charge, who on ſuch Confidera- 
tions, turn their Poor Infants out of 
Doors, to all thoſe Inconveniencies 
and Hazards they muſt meer with from 
the Unskiltulneſs, Til-nature, Cruelry, 
or Careleineſs of a Stranger's Hand *? 
And tho' we cannot give here a De- 
monſtration, as above, how extenſive 
this Miſchief is, yet making a judg- 
ment of all, from the Proportion of 
what we know, there's Reaſon enough 
to fear, that the Number of Children, 
who Periſh thro* the Fault of Nurſes, 
is not Inferior to that of any other 
Diſeaſe, which has Place in the Bills 
of Mortality : And then, if we add all 
thoſe, who eſcaping Death, are by 

the 
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> $ "Frthe ſame Negle&t, Diſabled, Lam'd, 
0 2FB'inded, and unhappily broughr into 


2%  B,Infirmities and Diſcales, which laſt all 
Ti; F their Lives, there will be Demonſtrati- 
ar- 4 on enough to Conclude, that this Me- 
to FF thod of expoſing Children is very dan- 
nd *F gerous, and ſuch as cannot well be ex- 


& 'F empted from partaking in the Guilt of 
ed -F Herod's Cruelty. 

of 3 A Third Way, tho* not fo General, 
le 1B is occaſton'd by the Exeeffive Fondneſs 


e F of Parents, who ever complying with 
cheir Childrens Inclinations, lofe by 
Y degrees their Authority over them, 


! and by the ſame Steps, make them in- 
; ſenſible of any Dury they | have to be 
commanded. Thus it comes iu a ſhort 
rime, they are to be denied nothing ; 
and Parents have it notin their Power 
ro deny them, for fear of giving them 
Difquiet, or alienating their Minds 
from them. Now who can tell me, 
into how many Diſtempers Children 


are brought by this yielding Method, 


when defiring many things; that are 
* Hurtfu}!, bothas to Eating, Drinking, 
| Playing, &:. they muſt not be deni- 
' ed? Hence what Surfeits, what Heats, 
what Colds, and how many Murther- 
ing Diſeaſes, which are but the Con+ 
ſequences of theſe diſorders ? "ay ro 
whom 
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cated in ſuch an unchriftian Way, that 
by h@Pareas Fault they are evident- 


. : 


_ 
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whom *'muſt all theſe be laid ? The © 
Miſchief is till as great in the Method 

of their Cures. For when Phylic coines © 
to be. neceſſary, they have a ditlike to Þ 
it, they. are unwilling: to takes it; and Þ 
who ſhall now prevail on. them, who # 
know not what it 15 to be Contradicted 3 
or Commanded * The Adminiltration * 
therefore of it muſt eirher be: wholly ? 
Omitted,” in compliance With. them, or | 
e/ſe it muſt be given by Force, which | 
puts ther into that ditturbance, as to | 


inflame the Diſtemper, or render the 
Remedy ineffectual: And tis not to be 
imagin'd, as I have been iaform'd 
by thoſe, who have- ſeen the lad Ex- 
4g —md bhow- many Periſh thro” this 
1 Management, who otherwite in all 


probability, - might have had Relici, | 


Thus Parents Fondneſs proves Hero's 
Cruelty, in-bringing Diſtempers and 
Death to the Children of their own 
Bowels. ML 

_ Thelaſt Way I ſhall here take No- 
tice of, -procteds fromthe ſame Root, 
bur is {HI} more: Crue), and-that is of 
thoſe Parents, whoſe' Children, not- 
withſtanding all their indifcreet. Con- 
du&, eſcape with Lite, but ars Edu- 


Iy 
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he ly expov'd to the danger of Dying E- 
od BFverlaſtingly. To this danger. many 
$ re broughr, by being depriv'd of due 
$ Education ' and InftruQtion : Their 
T Parenrs cahnor think of parting with 
E rhem at thoſe Years, when th-ir' Souls 
F arc beſt capable of receiving good Im- 


On prefſions and Principles of Piety, Ditci- 
ly -Þ plin and good Order; hence lofing the 
"Ir x 0a was. they grow up in Igno- 
11 'F rance inacy and Self-conceit ; 
0 IF and Little Maſter in a few Years be- 
e comes an Imperious Blockhead : And 
e who then fha.l undertake to be his Ma- 
d fter, when having never Ftecn ac- 
$ cutom'd ro Dire&ion, he now ſees 
ls lo !lictle of himſef, as tro know of none 
1! he wants; or it he knows it, has not 
 & now Patience or Humility enough, ro 
5 |© bearit* Thus qualifed, he Steps outa 
I 3 Maninto the Wor'd, firted thro' his 
1 wretched Elucation, for all its Folhes 

T and V: 1CCS, bu: wholly unprovided ot 
- tho!e necetlary Diſpoſitions, for the 
14/24 any kind of tolerable defence 
t apintt ther. *Tis thus Fond Parents 


{end their Children naked and difarm'd 
nto the Heat of Bartel ; here they fall; 
; and who muſt anſwer it? *' lis the Pa- 
| ents are -Herogs, and by their Hands 


my tail. 
And 
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And from this Guilt none of thog; © Dt 
Parents can be exempt, who obſerving ſy 
any Violence of Paſſion, or Ill Cuſtons 
in their Children, fuch as their Age; "Wic 
capable of, take no Care to Corre& it. Wi 
Neither can they be excus'd, who ar: 
fo immoderarely indulgent, as to fav 
them in all their Humors and Delires © 
who will ſeeno Fauit in them then- 
ſelves, and ſhew their diſpleaſure at all } 
thoſe, who would willingly do thi; ? 
friendly part to them. For all this 
kind of Fondneſs is a miſtaken Lov, 
and nothing leſs than Cruelty ; being 
the dire& Way to bring their Children, 
by degrees, into all thoſe Misfortunes 
of Pride, Obſtinacy, Paſſion, Self-love, 
&c. which afterwards when grown vp Þ 
and fhengthen'd, muſt coſt them Ink: 
nit Labour to overcome ; and if not 
overcome, will prove their Ruin, F 
by leading them into all Vice ; for 1 
theſe are the Natural Steps to it. Thoſe Þ 
Parents therefore, who are thus indil- 
creetly Tender of their Uniden, are (7 
almoſt inas great danger of being He 
roar to them, as thoſe, who are in the | 
other F xtreme, and wholly Neglect 
them ; the ſame Miſchiefs being the 
Narural conſequence of both Extreams : 
Wherefore I muſt needs own as their | 
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hoe Dbligation is great, ſo the Task is ve- 
ing-$y Difficult, which Parents have vpon 
on >Fheir Hands ; ſuch as requires the Par- 
ei; Ficular Aſſiſtance - of God, for their 
it: Kire&ion and help, and which I Hope 
ar: they will beg this Day, and make it 
'0o: the ſubj<& of their daily Prayers ; and 
& *Pcwill be a very Seaſonable Charity in 
m- | Fall orhers, to join with them, for the 
i] more cff:E&tua) obtaining that Grace, ſo 
iis Wabſo'urely neceſlary. for them, that as 
s © many as they bring into- this World, 
they may likewiſe bring forth to Salva» 
100. 


| 
| 
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A H.b.5. 3, 6. Jo. 10.1, 16. 


cf 1. E E was Arch-Biſhop of Canrer- 
- bury : Pray for all the Biſhops 
. * of Chriſt's Church, that they may haye 
» » a rrue Zeal and>Piety anſ{weralie to 
. 7} their Charge. 

2- He was forc'd into Baniſhment, 


where he Liv'd a great Example of all 
Virrue ; neither could the Suffering of 
his Relations, .or any Conſiderations of 
' Fleſh and Blood, move him to yield, 
1 
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in the leaſt Point of what he look'd up-. 
on. his Duty for] their Relief: Pray, "Fai 
thou may*ſt make the Jike:good uſe.of Fo 
all kind of Suffering;»Pray for Con- 6 
ſtancy in all chy Dutzes, and that no 
Human refpeCts, may-ever preyail on 
thee to do injury. to thy Conſcience. B 
3. As a Good Shepherd he gave his F 
Lite for his Sheep, beang Barbarouſly 
Mucrther'd, in; his own Cathedraize | 
Veſpers. (Privy; ther all Prelates and 
Paſtors may Jargely partake of this A- 
poſtolic Spirit, 1m giving their Study 
and Care, their Labors and whole 
Life, for their Flock ; that living in a 
perpetnal Rennnctationof-Private In- 
tereſt, Satisfaftion and Eaſe, for their 
good, they may be 'thus prepar'd for 

the ſame to Surrender their Lives. 
The Principal Occafion of this Pre- 
lat's Sufferings, was the Oppolition F 
raadeagainſt;hjs Prihce, by refuſing to * 
lubſcribe 'x0i ſuch (Laws, which be | 
ndg'd- Injurious;'to. the Church, and 3 
fuch -; he knew-neti tow to approve, | 
without betraying that Truſt 1epos'd 
in him, as Supreme Paſtor of ic in this 
Nation. Thisdrew upoa hin the Anger 
of his King ſand forkecing the Milchiets, 
that,were like to,calac, he: choſe a 
Vojuntary ,Banjſhowent, and retir'd ; 
eſt:eming 


, 
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\ 
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1p- eeming 'it more becoming his Cha- 
ay, *$acter, to expoſe himſelf ro: all the In- 
a FFonveniences, and Hazards of 'fuch a 
Ketirement;and higKing's Diſpleaſure, 
han comply with' what he thought 
muſt J»His Conſtancy, ' Reſolution 
Snd 'Covtrage are to be admir'd, and 
*Deavean Inftruftion; not only to (Pa- 


y }Mors, bur to all others of whatever des» 
a: {Egree, to enter ins tht  $crions'Conlts 
x Sderatiorn of whateveriChargt *they un? 
\- Fdertake; and"lbeing convindd tof the 


abſolute Qbligationsdelotiging , 0 it 
to be Faithful in the diſcharge of them, 
without ever letting either the-appre-+ 
- I henfion of others diſpleaſure, or the 
r | conſideration of their own Intereſt ot 
r K Eaſe, prevailofh them to be Falfe.ta 
their Truft;- This is the Duty of Jus 
ſtice, and whatever a Chriſtian ſuffers 
4 on this Score;. is ſuffering for Juſtice 
7 ſake, fuch as, the Goſpel enjoins and 
F encourages with the; Promiſe of an E- 
* verlaſting, Reward. ['Fis. bere then 
4 every Qhriſtian: has the. Opportuaaty] 
without 'the Cruelty. of a Tyrant- or 
Perfecutor, of Living and Dying Mar- 
tyrs ; and 'tis the want of this Courage 
and Fidelity, which cuts them, off 
1fom all, nora a Crown '- And 
. tho' ſuch as are in the- higheſt Poſts, 


have 


YO en 7. =... T9 a») Db. Rr = 2 ww. 


118 St. Thomas of Canterbury® 


have the more difficult Trials; ye $0 
Trialsare not wanting in every 6 $0\ 
gree, which {till bearing -a proportia® 
ro their State, . muſt be eſteem'd difÞ 
ficult ton. For there 1s no Condnia 
of Human Life, which has not certai 
Rules and Limits for its DireQion,” 
fach as Duty and- Juſtice preſcribe, ? 
and which entitle the Obſervers to the} 
CharaQter of Juſt; Soveraign Princs | 
have theſe Rules iv regard to the wth 
fare 'of their People ; Popes, Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Religious, have theſe Rules 
reſpeQively to their Charge ; ſo have 
all Magiſtrates, a'l in Office ; ſo have 
Husbands and Wives,Parents and Chil 
dren, Maſters and Servants, Buyen 
and Sellers ; in fine, there's no Statt 
of Life, but what is Subje& to them, 
Now tho” theſe Rules and Limits a&P 
mit, according to different Circun-F 
ſtances, of a great Laritnde; yet Com | 
mon Senſe and Experience are general | 

a ſufficient Light ro e one's | - 

ence, that! there are 

Temptations of offending againſt 'rheſt 
Rules, ſometimes by not coming '! 
to them, and other - times by tr 
greſſing or going beyond them. 

In this all the Corruprjons of our Nt | 
ture and the World: a&- their part ;, 


Intereſt,|' 
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«_ Jorereſt, Ambition, Pleaſure, Self- 
k Dve, Cen Fear, Hatred, Anger, and 
[1 the Paſſions, are Motives to this 
Mnjuſtice. Theſe are ever induſtrious to 
prevail on Human Weakneſs to have 
more Regard to them, than to the Rules 
preſcrib'd. Theſe Aſſault the Throne 
nd the Chair ; theſe Thruſt rhemſeIves 
:@nto Religious Honſes, Families and 
hops 3 and no Condition, Sex, Age or 
Perton in this Mortal State, is exempt 
from their Attempts. Here's now t 

Trial of all Chriſtians, as laſting as 
their Lives ; here's the Opportunity of 
Suffering for Juſtice ; here's the De- 
pendance they have on God for his 
Grace, whereby they are to be enabled 
to Suffer on this account. They, who, 
like this Martyr, have only Regard to 
their Dary, and ſhutting their Eyes 
7 and Hearts againſt all the Powerful 
# Perſwaſives of Intereſt, Self-love and 
Convenience, run the Hazard of all 
Inconveniencies rather than deviate 
from the Obligations of their State ; 
they who venrure all the Conſequences 
of a Faithful diſcharging their Duty to 
Juſtice and - Truth, neither over-aw'd 
by thoſe above, nor yielding to E- 
+ 1 quals, nor Biaſs'd by any Self-reſpe& ; 
-. they who do thus, are Followers ad 
t,Þ r 
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the Goſpel, and Frue-Honrerers 
this Feftrral ; and it cannorgay doubr-| 
ed, that whatever they Sufter in this 
Way of Juſtice, whether it be the LoG | 
of Friends, the Diſpleaſure of thoſe in 
Authority, the Anger of Parents, the 
diſobliging Company, the Want 
Conveniencies, the Danger of Poverty, F 
«ndJerving Ghildren wnprevides, co | 
whatever eiſe it may be, 1t cannot be 
doubted, I fay, but all this is much 
the better Portion, than thoſe wretched 
Advantages others make, by their 
yielding Method in Tranſgreſſing the 
the Rules of Juſtice, and "will be az 
certaia Stepsto.an Eternal Crown, as 


, if it were all ſuffer'd from the Hand of 


© a Perſecutor for the Profeſhion-of their 
Faith : Theſe Prattical Duties being as 


-*% much the InjunCtion of the Goſpel, as 


the Belief of thoſe Articles, which 
it delivers. | 
But now, while, we are oblig'd to 
an Exat Obſervation of thoſe Rules, 
which Juſtice abſolutely requires, that 
ſo we may be truly Faithtu} and Juſt, 
there 1s however a great Condeicen- 
dence belonging to the Chriſtian Tem- 
r,. which obliges us many times to | 
y1eld;g;and-/there may be as great Vir- © 
Te; umes in complying , a, at | 
=p oths, Þþ 
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others, there 1s in being 19N0\ e2b!e, 
This wi'l eaſily be underſtood by a!! 
thoſe, who obſerve the grear Diſtur- 
bances occaſinn'd amongſt Chiiſtians, 
when Paſſion or Jealouſie making a 
Breach, they begin to diſpute abour 
the Niceties of Rights, | rivileges and 
Power, ani each Party being Obſtinate 
in their Claim, they refuſe al} manner 
of Reconciliation. bur upon the deci 
ſion of ſuch Poinrs, whick are not to 
be derermin'd. This happens n.ct only 
amongſt thoſe, who are in pubiic Em- 
ploys, but likewiſe ro Men of all De 
grees, from the T hrone to the Galley ; 
there being no State whatever, bur 
what lays Claim to certain Rights and 
Privil-ges belonging to it, and tho' 
theſe are :greed on, by common Con: 
ſent, in many Caſes, yet there are ma- 
ny others too, which cannor be ſo ea- 
fily determin'd : Ard therefore, when 
the Diſpute comes to be about the ut- 
moſt Extent of each Power and Privi 
lege, tis to be fear'd, there's gene- 
raily a great Weakneſs of Pride or 
Paſſion, which begins, and carries on 
the Controverſie: And tho* a peaceable 
giving way toany ſuch ſuppos'dInvaſion 
of Right, is always pretended injur ious 
In its Conſequences ; yet there's reaton 

F enough 
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enough to apprehend, this Plea is tag 
ofren taken up, only to cover that Pride, 
which is ever unwilling to comply ; 
and that there are far greater Miſchief; 
to be fear'd from an obſtinate Oppoli- 
tion,in the Breach of Charity, and Irre- 
mediab!e Confuſions, than what could 
follow from p2aceableCondeſcendence, 

I fay not this with any deſign of 
making the leaſt Reſleftion on the pro- 
ceedings of this Martyr ; but for a Cau- 
tion to oth-rs, not to deceive them- 
ſelves, in cloking their Obſtinacy with 
his Example, and making at any time 
an ill uſe of what he did. *Tis eaſie 
being overſeen in theſe nice Points; 
and therefore leaving thoſe, who bear 
any public Charatter, to the Advice of 
Council, and diſcreet Friends, I make 
my preſent Application ro all others, 
beſeeching them, in ſuch Controver- 
ſies, to be ever jealous of themſelves. 
to be fearful of putting themſelves 
under the ConduCtt ot their own Paſli- 
ſions, or of ſuch Adviſers, who judge 
by Inclination, and are more ready, by 
their Flatteries, to promote Miſchiefs, 
than by Prudence and Courage, to pre- 
vent them. There never want fair 
Pretexts to carry on very unreaſonable 
Contentions, eſpecially where the Cauſe 
pretended, 
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pretended, is for Juſtice. Pur tle 
Cauſe of Juſtice 1s as much to be in-._ 
ſpe&cd, as that of Religion ; the Vio- 
lation of the whole Law and Gofpel 
are moſt impiouſly San&ified under 
theſe Uſurp'd Titles ; and as al! public 
C1lamities, and the moſt irre!igious 
Deſigns, are advanc'd under the Color 
of Religion; fo the moſt Unjuſt Un- 
dertakings carry Juſtice in their Front. 
Theſe are too frequent Deluſtons, to 
excuſe Chriſtians in what they under- 
take; and while all Parties, in their 
moſt Uncharitable Differences pre- 
rend to the ſame, 'tis very plain this 
Pretext 1s not ſufhcient to juſtifie. 
Whatever Motives therefore may ap- 
pear for the engaging in any fort of 
Contention, or breaking off all friend. 
ly Correſpondence with our Neigh- 
bors, tho* under the color of Reaſon 
and Juſtice, they ought for ſome time 
to be (fuſpeRted, and never to be al- 
low'd of, but afrer a Chriſtian Deli- 
beration, and the diſcreet Advice of o0- 
thers ; 1n which it ought to be conſi- 
der'd, whether a Paſling by, Over- 
looking, or a Friendly Compliance in 
ſuch Provocations, as are given, be 
not more conformable ro Charity and 
Prudence, and expos'd to leſs Miſ- 
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chiefs, than thoſe uſual Methods of 
.the World, in venturing all the Con- 
ſequences of Contention, and never 
yie'ding but on force. I am ſure if 
this were more conſider'd than it is, 
there wou'd be much fewer Difſznſions 
amongſt Chriſtians, than at preſent 
there are; that Uncharitableneſs, 
which now breaks out upon the leaſt 
Provocations, wou'd be in a great part 
prevented, and it wou'd not be eve- 
ry litt'e Jealouſie or Suſpicion, every 

ifpute about PunQilio's and Nice- 
ties of Power, Right, Privilege or 
Place, that could furniſh Matter for 
thoſe Differences, which are now kept 
-up with ſo much heat amongſt many 
private Perſons and Families. A Go- 
ſpe] Condeſcendence would either pre- 
vent or heal all ſuch Breaches, and 
Chariry would be maintain'd, with- 
out which there can be no Hopes 
of entring into the Kingdom of ever- 
laſting Peace. 


St. Savinns, Martyr, Decem. 30. 


F? Iſhop of Sroletum, who, in the Per- 
*” ſecution of Max mma, was leiz'd 
by Venftianys, Preſident of rhe City, 
and for breaking an Image of 7-piter, 
which he was commanded to adore, 
had his HanJls immediately cur off, 
and then calt into Priſon, where he 
was ſupported by the Charity of a Pi- 
ous Widow. Vonufti anus being a'ter- 
wards miraculouſly heal'd of a vio!ent 
Diſtemper ia his Eyes by the faid Bi- 
ſhop, becrme Chriſtian ; and being 
Baptizel with his Wife and Chi'dren, 
they were ſoon after pur to Death by 
th: Empzror's Order, and S25ins bea- 
ten with Staves, till he expir'd. Thus 
art thou encourag'd to ſuffer in the Ser- 
vice of thy God : It thou haſt notthe 
Perlecutgygyto threaten thee with the 
S vorJ,” thou haſt an Enemy, art leaſt, 
who off:rs elice Idols ro adure. Hz 
off:rs many ; and while thou exprefl:it 
thy Abborrence 424in!t fome, ts there 
not any one, to wliuch tagu art more 


fivourabie? To adore one 15 enough 
to be an[.lolater. Whartit ir be Com- 
pany, Drink or Mounzy 5 What it a 


Szntua! Friend, th: courted World, or 
"3 thy 


175 St. Silve ter. 
"Oy admir'd Se!f? May not there 
ve Idolarry enough in any one of 
title? Yes, and too likely it will be 
io to thee, if, like this Prelate, thou 
dolt not do Violence to the Idol, or 
thy ſeif; it not by breaking, at leaſt, 
by Separari: \n: See what it coft him; 
think not thou of eſcaping, it thou ex- 
peCclt ro do it without Pain or Trou- 
ble. Thou wilt never be Conqueror, 

1: thou art afraid of hurting thy felt 


SL. 91/veſter, December 31. 


Ay 


2 7/M. 4.1, 8. Lnxe 12. 35, 40» 


I F! FE was Biſhop of Reme: Pray 

= for his Succeſſor, who at pre- 
ſent firs in his Chair; that inheriting 
his Virtues, he may with a like Fideli- 
licy , take care of his Flock. 

It was in his time, the Church, 
ofre; Thr ec Hundred Years Perſecution, 
was ieftor'd to Peace, by the Command 
of « ouſt.an! 1 the Great, who deſtroying 
th:Temples of theldols,order'dChurch: 
£5 eve! y where to be built ro theLiving 
God. Pray tor the Peace of the Church, 
and the Peoveath tion of its Paith a- 

monglt 
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mongſt Heathens and Unbelievere, 
thar Idolatry being deſtroy'd, the 
Name of God may be ſanCtified 1nall 
Nations of the Earth. 

3. It was under him A-ivs denied 
and preach'd againſt the Divinity of 
Je{us Chriſt, and was condemn'd by 
| the Nicene Fathers, who declar'd, what 
had been receiv'd from the Apoſtles ; 
That the Son was Conſubſtantial with 
the Father, and God Equal with him. 
Pray againſt the like Errors of this 
Unbelieving Age, in which, under 
the Chriſtian Name, are promoted all 
| the Blaſphemies of Arius and Socinres 
@'37, that God would make their A- 

ettors ſenſible of their Errors, and 
preſerve all unwary Chriſtians from 
their Poyſon. 

A'l the P:edeceſſors of this great 
Prelate having been crown'd with Mar- 
| tyrdom by the Perſecution of Infidels, 

it cannot be doubred, but St. Silveſter, 
entring into their Charge, was pre» 
par'd in Soul, and expeCted to follow 
| — rhieir Steps; but God was pleaſed in 
his time to give Peace to the Church; 
and the Faithfu}, who for Three Hun« 
dre4 Years, had been confin'd, in all 
| their Worſhip of God, to Caves and 
De:1s, the Gn'y ſhelrer againſt the 

Fs Ma'ice 
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\!i'ice of Unbctlievers, now by the 
favor of 9/2179, miraculouſly Con- 
verted to the Chriſtian Faith, began 0 
?ppcar 1n Pub ic, and with un{P{akab e 
jy to'emnly proftcis, what ri!] raen 
chey hal never Liberty to own Then 
i” was the [do's were thrown Conn, 
the Temples deftroy'd, or converted 
tn a better uſe, and Churches every 
where order'd to be Built for rhe Ser. 
vice and Worſhip of the Gol of Hea- 
ven. This Peace reſtor'd ro the Church 
requires our ſolemn Praite and Thank{- 
giving ; and on a Day, wherein we 
Commemorateſo great a Mercy, we 
cr1not do Iefy than retolve to Contri 
bute on our Parts, to th=s Continuation 
of ir, by joining our belt endeavors for 
th: extirpirion of whatever Remains 
of Idolatry are yet found in us, or a- 

mongſt us. 
he general abuſe of Chriſtian fo- 
ſemnitics, as of Co it», Erfter, Wii's 
{eniidt, &c. and ſp:nding thoſe Days 
In very di'-2difying Liberties, in Ex- 
ccit2s and Prophanenets, 15a Re ic of I- 
Jo atry ; the preparing for Lu: by a 
Carnaval of Sintu! Exiravagancies and 
Intemp :rance, isa Relic of Ilolarry ; 
ihe abuſe of Churches and Chappe's 
in Loule aad Amorous Converſation, 
In 
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in Senſual Gazing; ia «f:Qing Po- 
ftures, Dreſſes and Places, to become the 
Obj<&s of ſuch Senſua!iry, 15 not on'y 
theRelic, but the Prattice of Idolatry. 
All theſe are moft deteſtable Corruprti- 
ons, and involve fo much of Ingrati- 
tude and Contempt of God, that I 
don't queſtion, the Heathens Worthip - 
ping of Ido's are far leſs provoking than 
theſe Abominations of Profeiſs'd Chri- 
ſtians. For if Heathens Worſhip Ido!s, 
'tisWorſhipping what they believe; and 
if they, to efface the Memory of Chri- 
ſtianity, upon the Places Sacred to 
Chriſt's Paſſion and Burial, built Tem- 
ples to Veins and Adonis, it was only 
the Natural Conſequence of their In- 
fidelity, But for this to be done by the 
Hands of Chriſtians, in Contradition 
ro that Light. God's Goodnels” has 
given them tor their Salvation ; in Op- 
poſition to all rhoſe Myſteries and 
Mercies, which they profets to Believe 
and Honor ; what ſhall I ſay? This 
has ſuch a Complication of all that's 
Criminal and Scandalous, that infinic 
Woes are to be pronounc'd againſt ir, 
and its Judgment, no doubt, wilt be 
infinitly more Terrible, than that of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Theſe are Sins 
we are to Lament this Day ; and 

F 5 while 
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while we vive Thanks for IJolatry 
formerly dcſ}: oy 'd and giving Way to 
Chriſtianity, we are now to beyra!] 
Chriſtianity giving way to Idolatry : 
Weare to join Prayers to ou: Tears, 
and implore the Mercy of God, for 
the Remedy of theſe Abominartions ; 
beſeech him to give Zeal and Courage 
to a!l Pre/ates and Paſtors, to Labor 
in their Reformation, and make 'all 
ſerſible of rhzjir Crime, who not on'y 
have a Part in, but likewiſe any ways 
Contribute to, Connive at, or Counte- 
nance theſe Evils. *Tis thus we may 
Hope to prevent the diſmal EffeQts of 
fuch Public Provocations , which ot- 
ten Craw Terrible Judgments, not on- 
iy on the AQors, but on whole Natt- 
ons; 1 the totalextirpation of Religt- 
Gn, which has been thus abus'd. The 
Profſpett of almoſt all .4//a and 47 ia, 
in which the Chriſtian Religion flou- 
11ſh'd for fo many Ages, but now over» 
iun with Turks and Infide's, 15 ſuffici- 
ent to terrifie. any that conſider it ; 
which general Calamity cannot be Jaid 
{o much tothe prevailing Power of E- 
nemies, a«rotheIrreligion and Wicked- 
nels of Chriniſtians, who drew rhis 
Scourge upon themſelves and their 
Cliid!en; And the weight of this 
Jultice 
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Tuſtice all other Nations have Reaſon 
to apprehend, who mix ſo much of I- 
dolatry with the Solemn ! xercifes of 
their Religion, who fanQtifie the great- 
eſt Feſtiva's of Mercy with Debauche- 
ries, and polture his Temples with 
their Lewdneſs and Scniuatity : For 
theſe Sins cry aloud for Vengeance ; 
and what juſter Vengeance, than that 
of ſo many other Nations, in which a 
Univerſal Overthrow of Religion has 
been the Puniſhment of their Irreligious 
PraCtices ? 

But the defeat of Irreligion and Ido- 
latry is not to be the only ſubje& of 
this Days Prayers; we muſt implore 
the Divine Aſſiſtance againſt the ſpread- 
ing Errors of 4ri«s too ; I do not mean 
thoſe Speculative Errors only, which 
roo many take vp, who ſtrongly ad- 
hering to the DiQtates of Senſe and 
private Reaſon, do not underſtand, 
that Faith is the Reaſon of a Chriſtian ; 
but rather thoſe PraQtical Errors, which 
are ſo wholly oppolit to what Chriſt 
has taught, that they ſeem to be an 
Implicit denial of Chriſt being God: : 
Errors, which maintain and juſtifie an 
Unchriſtian Life with the Yrofeſſion 
of the Goſpel ; and are ſuch as, like 
the Blaſphemies of Aris, break one 

al 
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and appear with greater Strength,upon 
the Churches t'cace. The Life. which 
Chriſt has taught, and the whole Goſ- 
pel recommends, is a Life of Se'f 
denial, of Crucitying and Dying to 
the Woi'd and the Fleſh, a Life of 
Labor, Mortiftication and Pcnance, a 
Life of Humility and Charity, a Life 
of the Croft, a Life which fecks God, 
and a better Wor!d, and not this : Such 
was the Life of Chriſtians, for thote 
Ficſt Three Hundred Years, when 
Cruel Perſecution oppreſsd the 
Church, and all irs Members were nc: 
Solicirous on:y to believe in Chriſt, 
but {foro Vrattice the Rules he leftr, 
that they might be ever ready to offer 
themicives a Sacrifice to him; the 
Wor!d was little to them, which they 
expecied every Day to leave; their 
Lite was a daily Ciofs ; Suffering was 
10t their Affliction, but their Joy ; 2 
verpetua! Charity was their Exercite ; 
Beaiing Reproaches and Contemprs 
facy took to be their Portion ; and ther 
great Butineis was not how to Live, bur 
how to Die : In this manner the fiſt 
Chriſtians divided not the Life of 
i.hrift trom their Belicf in him ; they 
Kne'y both parts were lis Commands, 
61d 1 both gave Demoait:ation vf 
their 
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th-ir Faith, confounding the Frrors of 
A+» in this their Acknowledgment, 
in Heart and Works, of Chriſt being 
God. 

But when the Perſecution ceas'd, 
the Abuſe of Peace brought many E- 
vils amongſt the Faithtu! ; for tho' they 
were not at firſt wanting in giving 
Thanks to God; and a Return of Trou- 
b'es did of:en make them feni{tble of this 
icing ; yet along Quiet much let- 
ſen'd the Va'ue ofit, and by degrees, 
wich Peace crept in Pride and Ambiti- 
on, the Love of Pleaſure, Intereſt and 
Exte; and Dangers being now remov'd, 
they were more Solicitous how to en- 
joy this World, and be happy here, 
than ro make Proviſion for a Life ro 
come : Thus Mortification, the Pra- 
Gice of Humility, and the Golpel-Spi- 
rit, was much diminiſh'd ; Cuſtom and 
Authority gave {till Strength to theſe 
C orruptions, tiil at length a Faith in 
Chriſt was too generally found amongſt 
Chriſtians, but not the Goſpel-lite : 
T licte Eviis, tho' often meeting with 
the Oppolition of many Pious Souis, 
have ever encreas'd, and been brought 
down to our unhappy Days, and now 
ſcem fo confirm'd by the | xample of 
ail Degrees, that not to approve an 

| Join 


join with them, ſeems 2 d-ſerv'd Re- 
proach, 1s become? Fol'y and Scand), 
not to Jews and Gentiles, but ro Ch:1- 
ſtians roo. All now tens to Liberty, 
Pride, Intemp :ranc? and Self-love ; th: 
Common Buſt:-(s 15 to fee this World, 
and pleaſe our Selves ; I!l Cuſtom; 
are not to bz reprov'd, but follow'd,and 
T!] Prattices prevail againſt the Law 
of God ; Vanity, Luxury, Concupi- 
ſcence, Frauds, Lying, and Over-reach- 
ing, tho' formerly condemn'd, are now 
conſiſtent with Religion,and a Faith in 
Chriſt : And what is all this, but Pra- 
fic Arianiſm 7? Is not this in Fact diſ 
owning Chriſt's Divinity * This is de- 
claring the nullity of his Commands, 
and thart-his Precepts are not neceſſary ; 
"ris laying the Goſpel by, and follow- 
ing another Rule. They who entirely 
believe in Chriſt, believe him tobe the 
Ererna! Truth, the Only Way to Life, 
and that there can be no Security to 
thoſe, whotake another Way : What 
betrer Judgment then 1s to be made of 
ſuch, who, NegleQing his Commands, 
go on ſtil! with Hopes of Heaven, but 
that they diſown him to be the Truth, 
the Life, the Way ; and deny in Works, 
what Arins did in Words ? If Chriſt 
be God, where 1s the Honor and Obe- 
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dience due to his Law ? This was the 
Prophet's Teft, or rather of God him- 
ſo!f; and where this 15 nor, there 15 not 
that Fairh, which God requires: And 
yer this is thz Faith, in which moſt 
Chriſtians reſt : They no ſooner come 
under the ſh2!rer of Heaven'y Bleſſings, 
in Peace and Plenty, but rhe more Sub- 
Nantial Part of Reiigion and rhe Go'pel 
begins to fail; the Deſire of Satisfying 
their own Corrupt Paſſions, excludes 
Se'f-denial, Courting the World. 
leaves no Place for the Maxims of 
Humility ; the Love of Eaſe lets them 
not ſtoop to rhe then unbecoming La- 
bors of the Goſpel: Thus 15 the Goſpel 
Loſt under its Profeſſion, and a Faith 
in Chriſt comes to be hetle more than 
a Form of Words. Theſe are the Er- 
rors, which cail upon all Chriſtians 
for their hearry Prayers; That God 
wou'd be pleas'd to revive the Primi- 
tive Spirit now in our Days, whereby 
efides Believing, 4'] mighr Labor to 
manifeſt in themſelves the Lifz of 
Chriſt. Pray 1a particular for thy teIf, 
that as in this Day we end the 
Year, ſo thou mav'ſt put an end to all 
thy former Method, in which thou haſt 
more regarded the World and thy Self, 
than God. Reſolve tro make the 16" 
ute 
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uſe of Peace, and fence thy Hearr a. 
gainſt all its Dangers; Examin at pre- 
{ent, whether thou perverteſt not the 
Bleflings of Heaven, and takeſt not 
thence occaſion of ungratetul!y Off:nd- 
ing more againſt the Giver : Ak Par. 
don for all thy paſt Ingratitude, and x 
beg now Grace, that with the Year 
may end all the diſorders of ir. 


JANUARY. 
The Circumcoilt Hl, January I. 


Tt 2. 30, Ifo Lvh.-2c 2. 


” ily: * =: IS the Firſt Day of the New 
Year : Conſecrate it all ro God, 
thy Thoughts, Words and ACttions : 
Beg Grace tor the Exa& pertorming a!l 
thy Obligations, to be ſupported 1n all 
Dangers, and preterv'd from Sin. 

2. On this Day Chriſt ſubjeRed him- 
ſelf tothe Law of Circumciſion, and 
firſt ſhed his Sacred Blood for thee : 
Give him Thanks : Pray for Grace, 
tor the ready compliance with all the 
Laws of Gold, and reſolve to do it, tho” 
at thz expence of thy Blood. 

3. On 
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;. On this Day of his Humiliation, 
was given him the Ho'y Name cf Jeſus 
OtFcr thy ſeit to Jefus ; - belcech him 
to mike thee a true Follower of him 
114't Flumi'ity, that. thou may'ſt b 
ot the Number of taol: , who are to ; 
{4\ 1 by him : Peg Pardon for £1 
many times thou haſt abus'd or pro- 
phan'd that his Sacred Name, and be 
car2in! to do it no more. 

It being on the Diy of Ch:iſt's Cir- 
cumcition, that he receiv'd the Name 
of /-/«« or davwsr, we have 1 I! this RY 
prert InftruQion given us, of the Ne- 
cethiry of a Chri Tan or Spinifual Cir- 
cuincition; ard that he wil! be a Savior 
to none but thoſe, in whom this Cir: 
cumcition is fourd : This is the Coadtrs 
tion of the Salvation he offers : He be- 
gin« the Work of our Re: emprign by 2 
Legal Ci: Cumont! on; and we are to 
parrake of bis Redemption by Circum- 
Cition of Hearr « cid to Nv0 priton mm 

Whar this is, awd how to 
Gras if, 1Stobe the Leiton of this 
).vv 

The Word Circurmci//or ſignifies Re- 
er-+04in7 or Curting off, and 1umports a 
2ury we have of Cutting off whatever 
15 2 t-u7;4 of the Chriftian Spirit, or 
I,.co7;{ent with ur. Hence all that des 
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ſign to live as they profeſs, are in the 
firſt p'/ace under an indiſpenſible Obl!- 
gation of Cutting off all Habirual Sin ; 
bec:uſe this 15 an Engagement of a 
Soul in ſuch things, which God has ex- 
preſly declar'd contrary to his Law 
and Will, the Accomp'iſhment of 
which is to be the Chriſtian's Rule; 
and therefore the Living 1n any fuch 
Engagement, 1s living 1n a State of 
Wiltul Diſobedience and Contempt of 
God, and of Rebellion againſt his Law ; 
and ſuch a Stare, Evacuating the whole 
Goſpz), can have no other Fruit, but 
of Damnation, in being eternally Se- 
parated from God, to conſummate the 
Separation made choice of in this Lite. 
Secondly, they are oblig'd to Cut cff 
all the I-meaiats Occa ons of theſe Sins, 
becauſe theſe Occaſions have ſuch a 
Connexion with the Sins themlelves, 
that there can be no Sincerity in p1e- 
tending to admit the one and avoid 
the other ; and "tis impoſſible to ap- 
prehznd, thata Sou! ſhould be truiy 
converted to God, and havea hearty 
ereſtation of Sin, as the Goſpel re- 
quires, whichis p'eag'd with the Fa- 
mt 1arity of fuch dangers, which are, 
as it were, a Vio'ence up9i1 it, and al 
moſt inſeparab!e trom Sin. All rhe 
Thoughts 
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Thoughts therefore in ſuch unhappy 
Sinners, of Repentance and returning 
to God, can be no other than Treache- 
rous De!uſfions , whiift they pretend 
to be forry for having Off: 1ded, and 
yet think nothing of quitting that Com- 
pany and thofe Prattices, which have 
been the continual! Occaſions ot all 
their paſt Offences ; and therefore the 
omitting to Cut oft theſe, is what ex- 
cludes them from any part in the Mer- 
cies of a Redeemer. 

Thirdly, they are oblig'd to Cut off 
other more zemote Occaſions of Sin ; 
but then, as there are different degrees 
1n thele, fo there is likewile in the Ob- 
Iization of Retrenching them ; ir be- 
ing ia ſome more Abſolure and Pref- 
ſing than 11 others, according to the 
Connettion they have with Sin; 
which differing according to Circum- 
ſkanc's and Tempers, muſt be derer- 
min'd in particular by conferring with 
Spiritual DireCtors. However, ſome 
C:encral Ru es may be propos'd as the 
Ouligation every one has of Cutting 
off whatever conſiderably helps ro 
heighten rhoteInclinarions and Pathions, 
which Atltenate the Mind from thy 
Love of God, and lead to Sin. Hence 
the Good Cliiſiian is very careful = 
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the choice of his Company and Con- 
rerſation : For ſirce the General Dif 
courſe of the World is a Communica- 
tion of Worldly Principles. the Efu- 
ſion of Error and Pride, and other Val. 
tons, a Sou! that indifferently expoſes 
himfe!f ro Company, is in danger of be. 
ins Infected with a'l this Poyfon : 
The fame caution he ufes in reading 
Books; becauſe too many of theſe fa- 
vor Concupiſcence and Corruption fo 
much, that frequent Reading them 
muſt necellirily make Imprefſions, 
and inſealibly Work upon the Sou), 
to the great prejudice of all its Spt- 
rituil Concerns: *Tis the fame, as 
to al! manner of Shews and Diverſions, 
becanſe he ſezs the great Miſchief of 
all theſ: Particu'ars ; inaſmuch as they 
are the Common Way s, by "which the 
D-vil delud2s Sou's into all manner 
of Sinful | ib-rtizs and Wickednels : 
There being ſcarce any to be found of F 
all rhole, who live Reprobares to. Co), 
but what by Company al Books have 


been fiſt brought to renzunce the In- VF! 


nocence of their Pious Education. Wha's 
ever therefor2 his ATccons or Inc! 
nations be, he carefully Curs off lo 
much of al! that, to which rhieſe lead 
hin, 
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him, as he has Reaſon ro ſuſpeQ, dan- 
g2rous to his Eternal Concern. 

This his Care likewiſe extends fo 
whatever confiderab'y diſturbs that 
Good Order and Diſcip!in, which ought 
to be obſery'd in. his own Perſon or 
Family . For tho' theſe are not num- 
ber'd amongſt the Virtues, yet they 
have place amongſt the Chriſtian Du- 
ties, inaſmuch as 'tis the Ob'igation 
of every Chriſtian, to be Warchtul in 
that, which is the beſt Fence and 
Security of a Chriſtian Life, and 
without which it muſt neceſſarily be 
expos'd to the evident danger of being 
wholly overthrown: Ir being a like 
abſurdity to think of Maintaining 2 
Chriſtian Life, without Order and 
Diſcipiin, as to Support any Civil 
or Military Government without it. 
However therefore it is but inconſider- 
rable, and often neceſſary upon occaſi- 
en, to break the Order of Praying, 
Fating, Working, Sleeping, &c. yet 


; | Whoever comes to loſe all regard to 


| this Order, and lets every Humor and 


! Inclination take place of it, there's ſo 


much hazard in this undiſciplin'd 
Way, that, without Raſhneſs, one 
may fear and even judge, if he be not 

already loſt, it cannot be very Jong by: 
ore 


—_ 


1.42 The Circiumer hon, 


fore he be ſo. For this going out of }! 
all Method, involves ſuch variety of 
Negle&s, draws ſo many 111 Conſe. 
quences after it, and betrays ſo great 
a Stock of Self-love.and deſire of Satil. 
fying Privare Inc'ications, with a pre- 
ference of thele to Ordinary Duties, 
that it cannot be long conſiſtent with 
a Chriſtian Life. 

For this Reaſon, the Good Chriſtian, 
ever appreheniive of being inſen{ibly 
carried out of the Way, is not only 
careful, for its prevention, in keeping 
up Diſciplin,and obſerving good Order 
in himſelf and Family ; but is likewiſe 
very Watchful in Retrenching whate- 
ver he perceives of this World, is ap: FE 
to Poſſeſs his Heart, and likely to di- | 
vert it from God ; and this not only 
in reſpe& of Sinful Obje&s, but alſo 
of all Love of the World, Love cf 
Temporal or Secular things, in 4 
Word, of all Love of Creatures. Be- 
cauſe finding his Heart turn'd from | 
God, thro" that Original Corruption, 
which it brings into the World, and 
deſirous, by the Enjoyment of Crea- 
cures, to fi!l up that Want it perceives 
within it fe!f, in being deprived of its 
Only and Subſtantial Good, he in this 
plainly dilcovers, that all this defire of 
(Croc 


th 
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Created Enjoyments , is nothing but 
the effeX of Corruption, and of his Na- 
tural Concupiſcence, which compre- 
hends generally a!l that, which the 
Aﬀe®D ions, tend to out of God; and 
in Cutting cffand Mortifying this De- 
ſire, as much as may be, conſiſts the 
true Chriſtian's Ex«rciſe and Circums- 
ciſion of Hearr. 

And this he undertook in Baptiſm, 
when becoming the Child of God, he 
promis'd to renounce all thofe Incli- 
nations, he bronghr with him into 
the World, which naturally and vio- 
lently carry him to Sin, to Earth, and 
to Creatures, and lemme engag'd to 
follow thoſe New Impreſſions, he then 
receiv'd, which lead him to the Love 
of God, to Religion, and to the Search 
of Heavenly things, by a Separation 
from Creatures. And tho', thro* that 
Corruption, which is in lim, he can- 
not follow theſe New Impreſſions with- 
out Violence to Nature, yet having 
taken on him this Obligation, he con 
{iders it his Duty ever to uſe this Vio- 
lence to it; this is his Exerciſe, as 
long as he is in this Life, in which he 
finds great difficulties ; but he that un- 
dertook tobe his Redeemer by the ef- 
tuſion of his Blood, has this Day tough 

im, 


®* 


1:4 The Cirom:ilon, &c. 


him, he is not to expeCtt any part in 
this Redzmption without Difh:u'ties 
and Troub'e: And therefore encourag'd 
by his t xample, he reſolutly off:1s him- þ 
fe!f to all theſe ; looks for them as part 
of his Portion, to which he is call'd; 
and, tho' Frail of himſe'f, yet Hopes, 
thro' his Grace,and the Aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit, to ho!d out to the end, 
with a Cheerful Submiſſion, and a 
Patience untir'd, ti]! that happy Hour 
COmes, when he may ſay, Contummatim 
eſt: All is finiſh'd. For this end he 
puts himſelf this Day under the Covert 
of the Sacred Name of Jeſus, hoping, 
under that ProteQtion, daily to re ';, 
ceive a conſtant ſupp'y of Courage and 
Comfort, that he may go on in th: 
Prattice of a Spiritual Bcunicifocn 1 
in the ſame Spirit with him that taught 1 
it. Grant me, O Jeſus, this thy Ho- 
ly Spirit, that I may ever remembe: 
(9 Leſion thou giveſt me, and duly | 
_ it: And whenever my pong 
ature 15 carrying me to Sin, to the 
love ofthis World,or of Creatures, pow: | 
erfully check my Inclinations, and ſay 
to my Soul, I am thy Salvation. 


i 45 

0740! of St. Stephen, 7«r. 2. 

Aft, 6. 8,10. and 7. 54, 60. Mt. 2} 
34+, 39- 


I. Enew, on this Day, thy Prayers 

for all thy Enemies : God's 
Mercy is open to the worſt of them ; 
if thou exclud'ſt them from thy Chari- 
ty, ſuſpe& thy Charity to be nothing 
but Self-love, no better than that of 
the Publican or Heathen, 

2. Pray for a!l thoſe, who, like S$. 
Stephen's Enemies, are Obſtinate in their 
Evil Ways : That all Hardneſs of Heart 
being remoy'd, they may be ſenſible 
of the Impreſſions of Divine Grace. 

3. Pray for all, that are Obſtinate a- 


' Fainſt the Truth, that they may not 


reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, in wilfull 
Rejetting and being Deaf to all thoſe 
Helps, he has ordain'd for the diſco- 
very of their Errors; that they ma 
not be deceiv'd with the Poſitivenets 
of their own Conceptions, nor Build 
their Faith on Principles of Education, 
or Paſſion, which can ſtand on no o- 
ther Foundation than the Aſſurance 


: of God's Holy Spirit. To Condemn, 


upon Report, without having firſt niade 
a Cue Inquiry, is the Juſtice of thoſe, 
who took up I9T> re S. Stephen. 


a 
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145 Offave of St. 7oby, 


We are firſt to ſeek, and then may 
Hope to find : But to be Confident of 
having found the Truth, without e- 
verſecking it, is not the Method of 
the Promiſe, but of a Preſumption, 
which keeps the Turk and Jew in the 
Errors of their Education, as well as 
the miſ-believing Chriſtian. 


_ 
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Octave of St. Fobn, Fan. 2. 
Eccltis 15. 16. fo. 21. 19, 24. 


"3 Þ Ray on this Feſtival of the Evan- 
g<liſt,that thy whole Life may be 
regulated by the Goſpel, and not by 
the World. Thus it ought to be in e- 
very Chriſtian : See, how much thou 
faileſt in this Method. 
2. Pray for that Evangelical Virtue 
of Purity, ſoeminent in this Apoſtle. 
Avoid whatever may be Prejudicial to 


'It ; tho* it be as dear or as neceſſary 


as thy Hand or Eye, cut it off; for 
nothing's to take place of Eternity. 
3- Pray for the Conſtancy ot this 
Apoſtle, who continued at the Foot of 
the Croſs, notwithſtanding all that 
Violence of a furious People. Pray for 
4 like Fidelity : And See that Self-love 
Make thee not forſake the Way of the 
roſs. 


January 2. 147 


Croſs. When thou Studieſt to pleaſe 
thy ſelf, thou leaveſfk the Croſs. 


Oitave of Hoy Innccents, Fan. 4 
Apoc. 14. 1,5- Mat. 2.13, 18. 
'F PRay for the Grace of God, for the 


direQtion of all Parents in the 
Education of their Children, that by a- 
voiding both Extremes of Fondnelſs 
and Negle&, they may be the happy 
Inſtruments of bringing them into a 
better World. 

2, Pray, thou may'ſt make ſo good 
uſe of whatever Injuries, Malice or 
Injuſtice fall upon thee, that they may 
be a like Advantage to thy Soul, as 
Perſecution was to theſe Infants ; He 
roa's Cruelty being their Crown. 

3- Reſolve peaceably to ſubmit un- 
der all the Appointments of God ; he 
makes all things ſerve to the Accom- 
pliſhment of his Deſigns. Heroa's Cru» 
elty publiſh'd Chriſt's Birth, and was 
for the San&tification of his EleR&. 
And there is no diſorder oi Men fo 
great, but what is ſerviceable in the 
Order of his Goodneſs. Wonder there- 

G 2 fore 


148 Of.of S. T. of Canterbury, 


fore at nothing that happens, bur ſub- 
mit to all ; leaving all to him, whoſe 
Hand and Eye is over all. 


Offave of St. Thomas of Canter 
bury, Fanuary 5. 


Heb. 5. 1,6. Fo. 10.11, 16. 


'P | Ray for all Paſtors in God's 

Church, that with Zeal and Di- 
lig*®Ce they may diſcharge their Du- 
ties : That the Salvation of Souls, and 
performing the Will of God, may pur 
them upon Sacrificing themſelves 
wholly to his Service, and to the gaod 
of their Flock. 

2, Pray, they may all Inftru@ their 
Flock, by Word and Example, and 
firſt Pratice the Goſpel, which they 
Preach. If any fail in their Duty, and 
become a Scandal to their CharaQter, 
Pray heartily for them ; Expoſe them 
not; be apprehenſive of thy ſelf; but 
let not their Irregularity harden thee 
in Sin ; for tho' their Damnation will 
be much the greater, yet thine will be 
a Hell too, 

3- Pray for all Paſtors, that they 

may 


January 5. 149 


may Inherit the true Spirit of the A- 
- les: That they may Betray no 

/eakneſs in ſeeking or loving the 
things of this World ; that while others 
purſue what is Temporal, they may 
truly ſay ; The Lord is our Portion : 
That they may with a Watchful Eye 
ſuperintend their Charge; not per- 
mitting thoſe to Eat the Fruits of the 
Vinyard, who refuſe ro Work in it : 
Nor allowing thoſe to Wear the Shep- 
herds Weed, who are truly Wolves, 
continually deyouring the Flock by 
their Diſorders and Scandalous Liber- 
ties, OGod, when wilt thou have 
regard to thy Fold, and deliver it from 
theſe Deſtroying Evils ! 


Thy being hikewiſe the Day of St. 
Edward 


& > HE Confeſſor and King of Eng- 
land, remember this Da thy 


King and Country : Pray for a Bleſſing 
on it of Peace, and whatever elſe ma 
be for its Spiritual and Temporal Ad- 
vantage. Pray for the removal of Vice 
and Error,that we may be all United in 
Virtue and Truth. Pray for all in Of- 
WY "moos 


: 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


fces of Truft, that Truth and Juſtice 
may have the only Power 1n their Ad- 
minſtration. 


Vigtl. of F:piph. 
Gal. 4.1, 7. Mat. 2.10, 23- 


——_ 


The E!iphiny or Trwelfth-ay, 


F4nmuary 6. 


llai. 60.1,6. Mat. 2.1,12+ 


- " a. 7 , 0.%. Toes | © ns » 
r, "© thanks, tm way, to Unriſt 

our Redeemer, who was 
Pleas d ro manifeſt himſe!fto the Gen- 
tils, and thus open the Way to Salva- 
tio, Pray for thoſe great Nurnber of 
Gentils, who as yet fit in Darkneſs, 
and know not God ; that God would 
pleaſe to call rhem to his Faith. 

2. Pray «cu maykÞ cver Imirate 
the Zeal and Diligence of the Three 
Kings; who were no ſooner ca!l'd, 
but they obey'd ; Fiootomreooommbinrrimmree | 
Who were not diſcourag'd with the dif- 
ficulries of the Journey ; but without 
delay fet forward to find him, who call'd 
them. How happy would ir be, 

| ; could'ſt 


* 
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January 6. , 51 


.coul&ft—thow thus readily follows - /-- 
whereehf Obligation calls, and aet let »: - 
t Difficulty be-ſufticient = 


4S 


-en of hy Duty ? 
3. F#l 


with the Three Kings acknowledge him 
for thy God and Redeemer ; and fail 
not to make-bhy Offerings with them. 
Offer thy Heartsro him; +f-+tbe-th 
Own, +6: if it be otherwile 
engag d, wivher in Riches, Pleaſures, 
or Exceſſive Troubles ; pray for its 
Deliverance ; lay*thy Gold, thy Frank- 
incenſe and Myrrt, all at his Feet; let 
neither the Sweet nor Bitter keep thee 
from him ; Offer all to him, who is 
Lord of all. 

The Zeal and Courage of the Three 
Kings was very wonderful, who being 
inform'd of the Birth of Chriſt, by 
the Appearance of an Unuſual Star, 
forthwith undertook their Journey ; 
neither regarding the Diſcourſes of the 
World, which would Charge them 
with Folly and Raſhneſs; nor con- 
ſidering the Dangers of going to Pro- 
Claim a New-born King, atthe Court 
of a Jealous Prince ; nor apprehenſive of 
thole many Difficulries, che uſual Con- 
ſequences of an Uncertain Journey, 

G 4 not 


Adore Chriſt, and 
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152 The Eprph. or Twe/ſth- dip. 
not knowing how far they were to go, 
nor whether they were ever to return. 
280i. Whenever a Soul comes up to 
this degree of Reſolution, there's Rea- 
fon envnrgh to Hope, it has overcome 
the World. fince in this very Point 
conſiſts its Victory, that it admits of 
nothing to take place of Duty : And 
this is the Teſt, by which every Chri- 
ftian may make the trueſt Judgment 
of himſeif. For whatever his Conditi- 
on be, there's no Propoſal can be made 
of ſeeking Chriſt, and making any ad 
vance to him, but he muſt be nece(lari- 
ly exposy'd to ſome of theſe Tria's 
The World will ever do-hkerttctt;it 
meddle with what be- 
loags not to 1t;zit will curiouſly examin, 
diſcourſe, and paſs its Cenfures : It 
will condemn of Singu/arity, Foliy 
and Vanity, whatever departs out of 
the Common Road or its looſe Max 
ims, and declare its Reſentments a- 
gain every one, that, by forſaking, 
dilapproves its Ways : So that whoe: 
ver has not gain'd this Point, to be un- 
concern'd at what the World fays, is 
not yet in a poſſibility of finding 
Chriſt ; ſince there is not one Srep 
he can rake, whether in Prayer, Re- 
collection , Faſting, Penance, fre- 


quenting 


Fanuary 6. 133 


quenting the Sacraments, 5c. but this» + 
by its Wonders, Inſults and Mocke- 
ries, will be ever diſcouraging from the 
Proſecution of al his Pious Deſigns, 
and wy bring him to the 
Trial, whether his Concern for what 
this Wor'ld ſays, be not greater than 
his Zeal for Duty and Juſtice. 

Another difficulty he muſt meet with 
in reſpe& to himſelf ; for no one can 
think of going towards Chriſt, but he 
will preſently diſcover the Way to be 
long, thro” the variety of interior Con- 
traditions, and the apprehenſion of 
loſing his Convenience and Eafe, and 
the ob!igation of making War againſt 
his own Inclinations. This War is 
abſolutely neceſſary ; becauſe his Na- 
ture being corrupr, and ſtrongly incli- 
ning him to Seit-love and the love of 
the World, he can'no other way make 
approaches to Chriſt, than by reſiſting 
all fuch interior Motions, and obli- 
ging them, by a ſort of Violence, to 
yield +a obedience to the Law of God : 
Now this cannot be poſſibly effeQted, 
but by many uneaſie Conflifts ; Na- 
ture it ſe!f muſt be overcome, Paſſions 
muſt be maſter'd, what is Pleaſing 
muſt be renounc'd, and that muſt be 
made choice of, to which Senſe and 

G 5 Inclination 


154 The Fpif /). OT Treelſth-day. 
Inclination is wholly averſe; and this | 
ſo long, till by this Exerciſe, the Sou] 
becomes wholly chang'd, not deſiring 
now to follow the corrupt Principles 
\} of the Firſt 44am, but tro live by the - 
| better Maxims of the Goſpel, even the \ 
| Life of Chriſt; becauſe he knows 
| there's no finding Chriſt, til] he finds 
| him abiding within his own Heart, and 
| there Commanding, as ts Lord and 
| Sovereign. 
This is the Way, and theſe the Difh- 

i cuties, by whichevery one is to go to 
Chriſt. And, I believe, there are few, 
tho-et thegreateſt Diſtance trom- him, 
Vee, but whe are inform'd, like theſe 
Three Kings, by ſome Providencial | 
Light, where Chriſt is to be found; ; 
| and had they # Reſolution and Zea!, 4 
" kevher>, ta undertake the Journey, 

» would ascertainly find him, to receive 
their Offerings, and reward their La- / 
bors, But here's the great Inſtance | 


of Human Weakneſs : Few follow this 
Light; only Three of all that Nation 
in the Eaſt, to which the Star appear'd; * 
and, tis to be fear'd. as few in other 
Nations, in Proportion to thoſe great 
yumbers, who now ſee enough of it to 
girett them to the Truth of Chriſt. 
Thcy | 


Sas .A£A” 


Tanuary 6. 33 
They have Light ſhining upon them in 
their Darkneſs, enough to awaken 
them, bur, like Men oppreſs'd with 
ſleep, they ſhut their Eyes againſt it, 
and fleep on. The Thoughts of what 
the World will ſay, the many Incon- 
veniencies, as to their Fulineſs and 
Jntereſt, rhe Diſpleaſure of Friends, 
the Difficu'ries of a Change, with a 
Thouſand other Diſcouragements , 
immediately preſent themſelves, and 
prevail ſo far on Minds unwilling to 
be diſturb'd, that on ſuch Mortives of 
Self-love, they deſiſt from farther en- 


quiry, 
Pa 


lome- general Praciples of Education, 
arntogtang (7 ge a p97 mare them- 
felves, they ſtifle the Light, and chuſe 
Darkneſs rather than Light. This 
Blindneſs of Chriſtians had a lively I- 
mage in the Prieſts and People of 7Jeru- 


ſal-m, who being inform'd of the 


Birth of a New King, and Taught by 


Tradition the Place, where he was to 
be Born, fo as to dirc&t the Three 
Kings to it, yet took no care to enquire 
any farther after him, were not at all 
ſolicitous to follow, or inform them- 
ſclves of what theſe found. The Peo- 
ple, no queſtion, ſat ſtill Contented 
under the Authority of their Guides, 

whom 


= 


156 The Fp;ph. or Trelſth-dey, 
whom they judg'd Wiſer than they , 
and excus'd themſelves from all Neg: 
left, on their parts, in concludin 
there cou'd be no ſufficient Reaſon for 
them to erquire after a New-born 
King, ſince their Paſtors had no Con- 
cern in Searching for him : Thus they 
make uſe of Fa!ſe and Treacherous Re:- 
ſoning againſt rhe Light of Heaven, 
and make it wholly void, by being too 
eaſte in truſting, what was not to be 
depended on : But ſo it generally is; 
Reaſons, that favor our Inclination, 
and contu't our Eaſe, are preſently ad- | 
mitred ; and we pretend to be Satish 
ed, when Motives are agreeable to pre» 
lent Circumſtances, tho' upon a bet- 
fer Enquiry, they would appear very 
deceitful. For what if the Prieſts of 
the Jews, took no Notice of this In- 
formation of a Mefſias Born ? Might 
not this bea NegleCt in them ? Might 
nor this proceed from Human Motives, 
the Fear of loſing their Authority, and 
being caſt out of their Temporal Pow: 
er” This they Betray'd afterwards, 
when im Council, they own'd ; It we * 
ter rhis Man go, the Romans will come 
Ind rake away our Place and People : 
Might it not be the t ffe& of Obſtina- 
cy and Blindneſs, ſuch as harden'd 
them 


- 
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Fanuary 6. 157 
them againſt the Evidence of Miracles: 
If then theſe Jewiſh Guides were thus 
Subje& roſuch, Infirmities and Wick- 
ednels, as to be fo eaſily put by their 
Duty ; was not the following their Ex- 
ample a very Fallacious Rule in the 
People; and only prevail'd on them, 
not for any certainty it carried with ir, 
but becents it was the more favorable, 
in excuſing them from any farther trou- 
ble of enquiring* For had they been 
Sincere, and Zealouſly deſirous of the 
Truth, they would not fo eafily have 
Slighted ſuch a Wonderful Call from 
Heaven, upon Motivesſo very Deceir- 
ful and Uncertain, but rather have 
Slighted theſe, and taken ſome Pains in 
enquiring farther afrer this Light, that 
thus call'd npon them. 

As far as Paſtors are aſſiſted with the 
Spirit of God (as it 1s in Chritt's 
Church ) and the Faithful have a Com- 
mand from him to hear and believe 
them + ſo far it is ſafe to ſubmit and 
be dir<cGted ; becauſe Chriſt's Promiſe 
and ablo!ute Command, 1s a Security a- 
bove exception: Burt as for thote, who be- 
lieve no ſuch DivineAſliſtance Exempt- 
ing them from Error, there deference to 
the Authority or Example of ſuch Pa- 
ſtors, may ealily be the occaſion of go- 

img 


158 The Eph. or Troe!frb-doy, 


ing out of the Way, in Oppoſition to 
that Light with which God may other- 
wiſe mercifully touchthem. For may 
not. ſuch Paſtors be Byaſs'd by ſome 


Secret Paſſion, by the confideration of 


Intereſt, Reputation , Dependance, 
with Variety of other Private and Hu- 
man Motives? Are not they Subj:& 
fo all theſe Infirmities * Do we not lee, 
them but toc, often miſled by ftuch 
Lights, as well as the Jewiſh Guides? 
Hence the deference to their Example 
and Authority may eaſily riſ2 to an Ex- 
ceſs, and be Criminal in their Follow. 
ers, in making uſe of ſuch unſafe 
Reaſons, for the ſtifling the Suggeſti- 
ons of a better Light, only becaule they 
are more favorable to their preſent In- 
clinations. And what is the Bottom 
of this, but Self-love, and the want of 
that Sincerity and Zeal for finding 
Truth, which we ſee this Day, in the 
Example of the Three Kings? The 
ſame Weakneſs is in many others the 
occaſion ofcontinuing in the PraQtice 
of very Dangerous Liberties, and 
Walking on ina Way very Unjuſtifi- 
able and Unchriſtian : For tho' Al- 
mighty God often touches their Hearts 
with a Senſe of their Failings, and by 
an Interior Light from the Goſpel, 

Good 
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Tanuary 6. 159 
Good Men or Books, lets them ſee the 


danger of their State, and the neceflity 


of Reforming ; yet being unwilling 
to forſake what pleaſes, and foreleeing 
the Difficulties of a true Converſion, 
they run for ſhelter to the Example 
and Authority of others, whoſe Learn- 
ing, Place, Reputation and CharaQter, 
ſeem to qua/ifie them for being a Rule : 
Here preſently .they ſay ſuch an one 
does this ; ſuch another does thar, ec. 
If this were not allowable and ſafe, 
certainly ſuch as they are, would not 
permit or prattice it, cc. Thus the 
exampieof Religious,of Prieſts andPre- 
lates, 15 brought in, and there's ſcarce 
any kind of Vanity, Pride, Coverouſ(- 
neſs, Lighrneſs, Exceſs, cc. but whar 
are warranted and juſtified under this 
Cover. And what 1+ the ground of all 
this, but Deceit and Deluſion > Whar 
is this bur a Vicious Partiality of In- 
fincere Souls, who ſtudy how to de- 
lude the Defigns of Infinit Goodneſs, 
and by the Treacherous Authority of 
Weaknels it ſelf, ſhut out rhe Light of 
Heaven, and harden themſelves againſt 
all its Impreſſions * "Tis plain, theſe 
are nothing bur little Subrilries, for 
the putting a fair Gloſs on an il] Cauſe; 
and becaule they have not Ron 
an 


150 The Eprphany, &c. 


and Zeal enough to Reform, they make 
ulz of thele Shifrs ro Color and Dif. 
guiſe all their Weakneſles. Were there 
any Sincerity in them, and Zeal fo; 
Truth and Juſtice, they wou'd care- 
fully attend to that Light of Heaven, 
which glancing upon them at times, 
puts them upon ſeeking farther, than 
they yet have done ; they would join 
with theſe Sages, in finding Chriſt, 
and let no Human Reſpe&, or the Ex- 
ample of others Infirmiries and Errors, | 
ſtop them in their Way : Such Cou- 
rage and Reſolution would never want 
the Bleſſing of Heaven to give ſuccel; 
to their endexvours; and tho' the Way 
might be long, yer they would certain: 
ly find Chriſt at the end. Let this thy 
Light, O God of Mercy, touch the 
Hearts of all thoſe, who by Vice or 
Error, are at a great diſtance from 
thee; give them Strength of Mind to 
follow it with Conſtancy and Perſe- 
verance, that OY never ſtop, till 


they find their Redeemer, and offer 
themſelves at his Feet. 


Withio 


I61 


Within the O7ave of the Epr- 
phany, January 7. 


Ep. and Goſ. as on the Feaſt 


| 2LGL Day of this O0X2v- ought to 
be repeated the Devotion of the 
Feſtival. Fail not therefore to put up 
thy Petitions to God. 

1. Pray, that, as God call'd upon 
theſe Three Kings by a Star, ſo he 
would be pleas'd to call upon thee, 
and touch thy Heart by his Grace, as 
ofren as thou art going out of the 
Way : Pray, that his Grace may di- 
reCt thee, in whatever thou underta- 
keſt, and eſpecially in thoſe Particulars, 
where thy whole Life is concern'd : 
Ask the ſame Mercy for all that be- 
long to thee, that the Light of Hea- 
ven may be their Guide in all things, 
that ſo they may not be miſled by Paſs 
ſion, Oc. 

2. Beg pardon for the many times 
thou haf obſtinately reliſted the Inipi- 


rations of God, and ſhut thy Eyes a» 
gainſt his Light: For the many times 
thou haſt follow'd Paſſion, inſtead of 
Reaſon, taken Intereſt and Self-love o 

ny 
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thy Guide, inſtead of Juſtice ; firmy 
reſolve to do ſo no more- 

3. Pray for al! that as yet ſit in the 
Darkneſs of Infidelity, Error or Vice; 
that God would pleafe to let his Light 
ſhine upon them, that they may com: 
to the Knowledge of Him, His Truths, 
and their Duty. Let not theſe pour 
Souls want thy Charity. 


Within the OZave of the Ep:- 
proany, January S. 
Ep. and Go). as on the Foaſt, 


I, youu for the Reſolution and Zeal 
of theſe Holy Men, whom ne: 
ther the Love of Home, Aﬀ:&ion to 
Friends, or the Apprehenſion of any * 
Difficulties, hindred in rheir Search of | 
Chiiſt : Conſider how much theſe pri- 
vate Conſiderations make thee unfaith- | 
ful in thy Duty, and then ſee, if thou ' 
haſt not ſomething to pray for. | 
| 2. Pray for a Confidence in Gol 
like theirs, that in Difficulties and Un: 
certainties, thou may'ſt rot be 1o ea- 
fily dejeted. Go ever on, where God 
cal:s, and let not Human Fears deffzoy 
that 
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that Hopz, thou ought'ſt ever to have 
in Him 

. Pray for all that as yet ſit in the 
Darkneſs of Infidelity, Error or Vice, 
that God would plz:afe to let his Lighe 
ſhine upon them, thar they may come 
to the Knowledge of Him,His Truths, 
and their Duty. Let not theſe poor 
Souls want this thy Charity. 


Within the OZZave of the Epi- 
frany, Tanuary $. 


Ep. and Goſ. as onthe Feaſt. 


1. PRay tor the Conſtancy of theſe 

Holy Men, who when the Star 
diſappear'd at their Entrance into /+- 
74a: were not dilſcourag'd, but aps» 
p':1ed themlelves to the Paſtors of the 
Church, to receive Information of their 
Way. It Cod, at any time, withdraws 
his Light and Comfort, *tis to try thy 
Conſtancy ; be not dejeCted, but ad- 
viſe with thy DireQor, and, full of 
Hope, follow on thy Way. 

2. Pray for a Submiſſion like theirs, 
that on pretext of Revelation, or pri- 
vate Lights, thou may'ſt never for- 

lake 
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ſake the ordinary Authority of God 
in his Church ; let neither Exceſs of 
me!ancholy Fears, nor a poſitive Ad: 
hefion to thy own Thoughts, deprive 


thee of this Help, which God has cr- 


dain'd for thy ConduCt to Eternity, 
Extraordinary and Particular Ways ut 
ro be ſuſpeQed of Fraud ; be Cautious 
in following them, and never venture 
on it, without good Advice. 

3. Pray for all that as yet ſit in the 


Darkneſs of Infidelity, Error or Vice, | 


that God would pleaſe to let his Light 
ſhine upon them, that they may come 
to the Knowledge of Him, IS Truths, 
and their Duty. Let not theſe poor 
Souls want this thy Charity. 


— 


Within the Ofave of the Epi- | 


phany, January I ©. 
E >. and Goſ as on the Feaſt. 


1. PRay for the Sincerity of theſe P, 
Holy Men, who !earnt the Way | 

to Chriſt from a Cruel Herod, and 

Wicked Prieſts. A ſincere Soul learns 

Good, wherever 'tis to be found, and 

Pall:'s by what is evil : If they, who 

teach 


' 
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** teach thee , © have their Failings, re- 

d ceive their Inſtructions, and leave them 

f to anſwer for their own Iniquity : 

- Crooked and Deformed Pipes may 
"convey to thee Cryſtal Water. 

& Pray, that in the ſtudy of Holy 
rit, and in reading all Spiritual 
+ Books, thy Heart may be dire&ed 
; with the Sincerity and Simplicity of 
the Juſt: All thy Knowledge will be 
barren and unprofitable, if thou ſtudi- 
eſt nor the Spirit of che Goſpel : What 
if thou canſt give an Account of the 
Star, if thou follow'ſt ir not? Whac 
if thou canſt tell the Place of Chriſt's 
Birth, if thou tak'ſt no Pains to go 
to him ? Have a care of a Corrupt 
Heart, for it corrupts the beſt Attions. 
| 3. Pray for all, that as yet ſit in 
' the Darkneſs of Infidelity, Error, or 

'Vice, that God would picaſe to let 
*his Light ſhine upon them, that they 
may come to the Knowledge of Him, 
His Truths, and their Duty. Let not 
theſe poor Souls want this thy Chariy. 
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Within the OZzve of the Ep: 
phany, Fanuary 11. 


E», and Goſ. as on toe Feaſt, 


'Þ Dmire the adorable Condudt of 


God, who permitted the Search » 


of the Scriptures, for the Hardning 
H-rea's Heart, for the Condemnation 
of the Prieſts, for the Inſtruction of 
the Faithful amongſt the People, and 
for the DireCQtion of the Sages and Gen» 
ti's, Pray thou may'ſt never abuſz 
that Sacred Food, and by thy Negle& 
or Obſtinacy turn it into Poyſon. 


2. Pray to be delivered from the . 


Hypocriſie of Herod, who made Reli- 
gion ſerve his Ambition and Politics, 
Search not into the Myſteries of Religi- 
on, but to adore them ; nor inthe Se- 
crets of Scripture, bur to love God 
more; nor into his Ways, but only 
to walk in them, and to be the Rule of 
thy Life. Conſider how often thou 
haſt made the pretext of Religion and 
Piety ſtoop to thy Intereſt and Se!t- 
love; pray for Pardon, be aſham'd and 

confounded. 
3- Pray for all, that as yet ſit inthe 
Darkneſs of Infidelity, Error or View 
that 


t 
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= God wou'd pleaſe to let his Light 
ſhine upon them, that they may come 
o the Know ledge of Him, His Truths, 

ſan their Duty. Ler not theſe poor 

Souls want this thy Charity. 


: 
| 
' 
c / eng likewiſe the Day of S. Hyginus, 
2 Pope and Mar: yre 


Pray for our preſent Chief Biſhop, 

: that God would bleſs and dire& him 

#1n the diſcharge of his great Duty, and 

that he may Sacrifice all for the good 
of the Flock. 


'F\Vithin the Offave of the Er: 
phany, Fanuary 12. 


Ep. and Gol. as on the Feaſt. 


Ray, that as the Star, which had 

diſappear'd, return'd again to 
Guide thee Holy Men, ſo that God 
would never leave thee long in Dark- 
[nels and Drineſs, but refreſh thee a- 
'gain with Spiritual Comforts. Hope 
'in a Storm, that a Calm will return 
again. 'Tis thus God exerciſes his beſt 
Servants. 
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Servants. Never Joſe thy Hope, and ? 


God will never be loſt to thee. 

2. Pray, thou may'ſt make a Right 
uſe ofall the Appointments of God ; 
let Spiritual Light and Uomfort carry 
thee on with greater Fervor to God in 
Prayer. And in time of diſcomfort, 
if thou can'ſt not draw near to him in 
Prayer, approach tro him by Patience 
and Humility. The Humble Sou), 
that with Patience ( tho' without Com: 
fort ) goes on, Submitting to the Hand 
of God, is in much the fafer State, 
than he that enjoys the Sweets of the 


moſt Senſible Devotion. Ar the Hour * 


of my Departure let my Soul ( O God) 
be found truly Humble and Patient; 
but as for ſenſible Comforts, order it 
as thou ſhalt pleaſe, I know my Lot 
depends not on them. 

3. Pray for all, that as yet fir in the 
Darkneſs of Infidelity, Error or Vice, 
that God would pleaſe to let his Light 
ſhine upon them, that they may come 
to the Knowledge of Him, His Truths, 


Souls want this thy Charity. 


O tat 


| 


| 


and their Duty. Let not theſe Poor | 


[ca 
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Iſa. 60. 1, 6. 70. 1. 29, 34: 


1, PRay for the Faith of theſe Three 

Kings, that having happily found 
Jeſus Chriſt, thou may'ſt with them, 
adore and lay thy ſelf at his Feet. How 
great was their Faith, to Adore God 
made Man, an Infant, Poor and A- 
bandon'd ! Offer thy Heart to him; 
that's thy Treaſure. Happy Soul thou 
art, if every Day thou can'ſt offer him 


_the Gold of Charity or Love, the In- 


cenſe of Prayer, and the Myrrh of Mor- 
tification. The more thou *coffer'ſt, 
the more thou wilt receive from him. 
2. Pray that with theſe Holy Men, 
thou may'ſt return home by another 
Way, and not that, in which thou 
haſt hitherto walk'd : 'Tis the greateſt 
of all Illuſions to pretend to be con» 
verted, without changing thy Life, 
ro think of going to Heaven by 2 
Way, that Mo Hell. What if He- 


rod commands thee to return back the 
ſame Way ? What if unreaſonable Pa- 
rents or TOIn_uy expeCt to find thee 

the 
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the ſame ? Ts not God to be obey'd r4- 
ther tian Man * Is not his Will to 
take place of all other Motives ? 

3. Pray for all, thatas yet fit in the 
Daiknets of Infidelity, Error or Vice; 
that God wouid pleale to let his Light 
ſhine upon them, that they may come 
to the Knowledge of Him, His Truths, 
and their Duty. Let not theſe Poor 
Souls want this thy Charity, 

"T's a very eaſe thing in Words to 
ſay, We offer all to Jeſus; but when 
we come to prattice, and lerioully 
conſider, how much we take from him 
of what we pretend to Offer, *tis ſoon 
diſcover'd, how unfaithful we are, 
and that there's little Sincerity 1n all 
we do. The Firſt Offering a Chriſti- 
an makes to God, - anſwerable to the 
Devotion of this Solemaity, is of his 
Gold; and '"tisan excellent Sacrifice, 
when to ſatisfie the Obligation he has 
taken on him, he 1scareful in his Ex 
pences, to an[wer all the Demands ot 
Juſtice, Charity and Reaſon : For 
God being the Supreme Juſtice, Chari- 
ty and Reaſon, whatever is thus laid 
out,cannot be charg'd with Robbery or 
Waſte, but is given to him, to whom 
it belongs; and has been only ex 
pended, when Ged has call'd for it; 

whoever 
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whoever obſerves this Method , truly 
and ſincerely offers his Gold ro God 
But how ofren is it, that Chriſtians ot- 
fend againſt this Rule ? What 1s to be 
ſaid of thoſe, who refuſe or conſidera» 
bly delay the Payment of Debts * Ju- 
ſtice calls on them for their Go'd, that 
is, God demands it of them : If it be 
ſincerely Offer'd to him, why is it de- 
nied, when he requires its What of 
thoſe, who are Deat to the Crying Ne- 
ceflities of the Poor and Diſtreſs'd * 
And what of thoſe, who take no Care 
to ſupply the Exigencies of their Fami- 
ly, or to make Proviſion for their Chil- 
dren, either for their Education, or Dit- 
poſing of them? Here Charity, Juſtice 
and Duty call upon them ; it their Gold 
be offer'd to God, why is he refus'd, 
when he thus poſitively demands it ? 
Whatever part theſe Chriſtians pretend 
to have in the Devotion of this Solem- 
nity, 'tis evident they are Inſfincere, 
and cannot without Confuſion fay, 
they have Offer'd their Gold to God. 

And do not they alſo fall under the 
Iike Condemnation, who generally 
throw away thcir Money, I do not 
fay, in Sinful and Vicious En*tcrtain- 
ments, ( theſe are otherwiſe already 
judg'd ) but to ſatisfiz their own Im. 

H 2 moderate 


t72 Ofove of the Eprphayy, 
moderate Inclinations to Vanity, Levi. 
ty, Idlenefs, and Unreaſonable Diyerſj- 
ons ? Can theſe pretend, the (01d thus 
ſpent, is offer'd to God * Nothing can 
be offer'd to God, but in ſuch things, 
as can be referr'd to God, wherein he 
can be found, whereby we may truly 
ſeek him, and come to him. Now tho" 
things of Decency and Order, and Mo- 
derare Diverſions, fuch as Health re- 
quires, may be eaſily referr'd to God, 
and conſequently, the Money thus 
employ'd, beoffer'd to him ; yet who 
can pretend this in the other Caſes 
now mention'd ? Can they pretend to 
ſeek God in their conſtant pratices of 
Pride and Selt-love, wherein they ſeek 
nothing beyond themſelves ? Can they 
pretend 0 ſeek God in perpetual Difſi 
pation of their Minds, in Idlenefs, and 
gratifying their Senſes? Can they 
without Confuſion, ſay to Almighty 
God ; O God, "tis for thy Sake, and the 
Honor of thy Name, I ſpend whole 
Days, in Eating, Drinking, Diverrile- 
ments and Sleeping: 'Tis for thee, 1 
am ever ſtudying my Inclinations and 
Eaſe, I Court the World, Pleaſe my 
Senſes, and Alienate my Mind from 
Thee? Iftherefore ſuch a Life cannot 
be referr'd to God, how can the Mo- 


ney 
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ney employ'd in it be ſupposd to be 
offer*'d ro him ? It cannot be : "Tis not 
offer'd ro him, but taken from him ; 
"ris a Robbery and Sacriledge ; *tis ot- 
fering Sacrifice to Idols, which be- 
longs only to the Living God. For 
ſince *ris Man's Duty to refer himſelf, 
all he does, and all Creatures, to his and 
their Laſt End, a Life that cannot be 
thus referr'd, and the Money thus Jaid 
out for maintaining ſuch a Liſe, is all 
Impious, Idolatrous and Sacrilegious : 
And whatever tis referr'd to, whether 
Himſelf, or other Creature, that 1s his 
Idol. . 
Chriſtians, beſides their Gold, are 

to Offer Incenſe to Jeſus, that is, their 
Hearts in Prayer : and ſuch, as accord- 
ing to their different Circumſtances, 
are conſtant in this Holy Exerciſe, 
raiſing up their Minds to God, in as 
great freedom as they are able, laying 
by all other Concerns for that time, 
or, to rhe beſt of th:ir power, putting 
by whatever Diſtra&s ; ſuch as theſe, 
I fay, who thus duly pay their Ho- 
mage to God, in Praiſe and Adoration, 
in acknowledging their Dependance, 
and humbly, bur earneſtly, ſoliciting 
tor he Aſſiſting Grace, no queſtion, 
but they Offzr Incenſe ro him. But 

H 3 when 
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when Praver, thro* Sloth, love of Eaſe 
and Sleep, unſeafonable Divertilementy 
and Company, or Idl: Impertinencies, 
15 generally negleQed, haſtily, and 
without App'ication, run over ; when 
't1s perform'd with Voluntary or Af. 
tected Diſſipations of the Mind. can 
this be Offering Incenſe * Where's the 
Fire, the Flame, or the Sweet Savor a- 
ſcending before our Lord ? Here's no- 
thing but Dead Aſhes at the beſt, and 
roo often, a Stinking and OffenGve 
Vapor. The *pirit of theſe Chriſtians 
waſtes it (e'f on Worklly Aﬀais,fo that 
when they come to God, 'ris who!!y 
Loſt or Spent; their Thoughts are, 
where their Treaſure 1s, and they are 
very unhappy, becauſe they have not 
this in God. I fear the beſt of us have 
a great dea! roreform in this Point of 
our Devotions, and in the Incenſe, we 
pretend to offer ; and I wiſh every one 
would ſeriouſly look into themlc]ves, 

and diſcover the Root of this Neglect 

We are not Angels, 'tis true, and 

therefore cannot Adore our God with 
our Hearts to wholly cenrer'd in him, 
as they do: Being eacompaſy'd witt 
Infirmities, we are not to be Surpriz'd 

nor DejeQted at our Weakneſs, Lut bs 

Lumbled in the fiequent Experience of 
It 
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it: And yet all is not to be charg'd 
on Infirmity : NegleR&, $tapidity, the 
the Love of the World, and our letves, 
have too gr-at,a ſhare ; for it we lov'd 
God, and had that Concernia ſeeking 
firſt the Kingdom of Heaven, as we are 
oblig'd, no queFion, our Lzarts and 
Thoughts would be better xd on 
theſe Obje&s, than now too generally 
they are. Weare led more by Senſe 
than by Faith; 'tis our Weakneſs, but 
ſuch as, if not laboriouſly oppos'd, mull 
be very Criminal. 

Chriſtians have till another Offer- 
ing to make, and that's of Myrrh, not 
le(s difficult than the former ; an Of- 
fering of every thing that AﬀiQts and 
Morrtifies. This they do, who hum- 
bling themſelves under =11 Troubles, 
accept them, as from God's Hand, 
and refer them again to him, a Sacri- 
fice of Juſtice and Adoration, United 
to that Vitim, which Chriit offer'd of 
himſelf upon the Croſs ; for the Suf- 
t-:1ng and Pains of all the Members u- 
nited ro the Head are bur one Sacrihce, 
even the Sacrifice of Chriſt, and wit! 
be accepted by the Farther trom all 
thoſe, who ftacere!ly offer it to him. 
Not bur that ther? mult be expet-1 
ſtil], even 1a the bet, while in hs 
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156 Octave of the Epith.iny, 
umpertedt State, great reluftancies and 
uncalinels of Senſe and Nature ; for 
theſe having a great and irremediable 
Averſion to eveiy thing that Aﬀitts 
aid gives Diſquiet, will, as ofren as 
they are in theſe Circumſtances, ex- 
preſs this Averiion in Comp!aints ard 
Sighs, and repeated Suggeſtions of Re- 
belling againſt that Hand which thus 
afflicts them. Bur this muſt nor dil 
courage, for ſince our Divine Leader 
experienc'd theſe Struggles within him- 
ſe!f, and permuinted Narure to exprels its 
diſlike to his approaching Paſſion, in 

efires of having that Cup paſs away, 
ifit were poſſible ; he has 1g this raught 
us, that this Contradiftion of Nature, 
15 not at all Injurious to the Chriſtian's 
Sacrifice, it it be but over-rul'd by the 
Power of Grace, and forc'd ro tubmit 
to his Diſpolitions, who Governs a!!: 
Such a Submiſſion accompanied with 
Humility and Patiznce under a!l Pron 
bles, Unites them ro the Sacritice of 
the Croſs, and 1s truly the Offering of 
My:rh: 

Bur then how careful ought the 
Chriſtian to be, after the ſurprize and 
Diſorder of rhe firſt Afſſtwult, to Com- 
poſe and Mod:rare al! Interior Dif ur- 
bance, and ever to Supprefs it, upon 
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irs firſt return! How unſeaſonable are 
al Paſſionate Complaints, the Impatt- 
ent Deſires of Death, Mce'archoly A- 
muſcments, Anxious and !)-jeQting 
Thoughts! How ought 2}! manner of 
diſtruſt be - Baniſh'd ! None of theſe 
are fir Companions for the Crols, where 
Humi'ity prepares, Patience guards,and 
Perſeverance compleats the Sacrifice. 
Anger, Imprecation, aff<&-<d aud ſtu- 
died Refentments, Contenrions and 
Deſires of Revenge, are ſti]ll more un- 
fitting ; for theſe wholly evacuate the 
Off#ring, remove it from Calvary, and 
an1 make it reſemble the unprofrtable 
Sufferings of He!l, where thoſe unhap- 
py Souls ſuffer indeed, but thro* their 
ride, Fury and Diſpair, are ever en- 
creating their own Damnarion ; and 
having nothing in them of thoſe Ac- 
ceptable Qualities of their Suffering Re- % 
deemer, have conſequently nothing in 
them, to which God can have any re- 
gard,. 

In this threeto'd Offering now men- 
tion'd of Go'!d, Irankincenſe and 
Myrrh, is comprehended the whole 
Prattice of a Chriſtian Life ; and we 
never offend, but by being uamindful 
and faithleſs in the Dutics of this So+ 
Jemnity. Teach us therefore, O Jeſus, 
H « fincerts 
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179 S. {it writs, 
ſincerely to make this Offering to thize, 
and ſo ſtrengthen us by thy Grace, 
that however ſometimes, thro' Irfir. 
mity, we may forget our felves ; yer 
that the Main Body of our Attions my 
ever bedireQted by the Obligations we 
take upon us this Day, in conſtantly 
and fairhfully giving what we now 
have cfer'dto thee. 
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j6 E liv'd with ſo much Regulari- 
ty and Recollettion in a Con-+ 
jugal State, thar he was made choice 
of, tor his Extraordinary Virtues, to be 
Biſhop of that Dioceſs wherein he liv'd 
Pray tor all thoſe, who have the Care of 
Families; they have the Charge of them 
under Gee, being his Vicegerents, and 
muſt give an account of a'j the &1tor- 
ders, whether in Children or Servants, 
occafion'd by their ill Examp'e &r Neg- 
ett. How few Families do'ſt thou 
wow, in which Chriſtian Ditcip'in 
and Order 1s oblſerv'd ! Thoſe, whc 
'hould give che.Example ate Ircegu'ar; 
; anc 


—— 
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and what becomes of thoſe, who are 
under their charge ?Spare not thy Pray- 
ers in a lubje&, which demands thy 
Tears ; and if thou haſt any part in 
this Duty, pray thou may'ſt be Faith- 
ful in it ; beg Pardon for paſt Errors, 
and take <ff:Ctual *Care to amend. 
Think not thy Charge littie; weigh 
itin all its particulars, and thou wall 
fad it very grea 

2. Being made Biſhop of PoiFterr, 
he applied himle'f wholly ro the dif- 
charge of his Duty, ſtood reſolutely a- 
gainſt the Enemies of the Chriſtian 
Faith, by Preaching, Writing and 
Di/puting,oppoling the then prevailing 
Errors of the A-tans Pray for the Ex- 
tirpation of all Errors, etpecially that 
of the Arian, as likewiſe all others 
contrary to Chriſt and the Truths of 
his Goſpel : Pray forall the Biſhops of 
Chriſt's Church, that in their Piety, 
Vigilancy and Zeal, they may follow 
this Example in reforming all Abuſes 
Deſtructive of Faith and Good Life. 
Do thy part in being an Advocate for 
Truth by thy good Example. 


It being l:kewiſle the Day of $. Felix, 


Prieſt and Martyr ; Pray for all wun- 
: {des 


S844 


Us St. Paul. 
der that CharaQer : The Variety of diC- 


'orders in Men of thar State, calls up- 
on thee for thy moſt Fervent Prayers; 
fail not therefore roimportune Heaven 
in their beha't :Remember alſo all thoſe, 
who are under any AfﬀiQtion, that 
God would mercitully deliver them, 


or give them Grace to ſuffer with Pa- 


tience, for the gaining an Eternal 
Crown, 


C WD. \ . | . 
mg) of F1 aut. An. 343. Tun. I \ * 
Phil. 3.7, 12+ Mat. It. 25, 36. 


'P '- E was the Firſt Ermit, who, tc 
decline the Perſecution of D-- 

c:1:4 and /zlerian, went into the Deſart 
ar the Age of Fitreen :!'ray for the Light 
of Heaven, that rhou may*'ſt ſeriouſly 
conſider the Perſecution thou art un» 
der : 1il Company is a Perſecution, E: 
vii Habits are a Perſecution, Price, 
Vanity, the Love of thy ſelf and the 
World is a Perſecution, al} thy Vio- 
ent Patſions and Perverſe Inclinations. 
with the -many Encouragements thou 
dai'y meer'ſt with ro Excite, Feed and 
Stienuthen them, are a PFerfecution . 
Compare 


” om 


F 
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Funuary 15. I 81 


Compare theſe with thy ordinary 
Weakneſs, and ſee whether thou haſt 
not Reaſon to think thy ſelf in danger 7 
Why ſhould'ſt thou not then reſolve to 
withilraw for thy own Security*T here's 
no need of finding a Defſartzthe World 
may be a Solitudeto thee, it thou arr 
but Reſolute enough to ſeparate thy 
ſelf from the unneceſlary dangers of it : 
Theſe thou too often createſt to thy 
ſelf, in Favor of thy Senſua'iity, Pride 
and Se!f-love : Pray for Grace truly to 
diſcern, and then to overcome them. 

2. He liv'd in the Dcefait about an 
Hundred Years, Cloth'd with the 
Leaves of Trees Feeding on Dates and 
Bread,/a Crow bringing him daily ha!t 
a Loaf, as S. J-rom relates in his Life } 
and Drinking at the Fountain. Pray 
thou may'ſt underſtand ſomething of 
this Spirit: A lirtle 1s ſufficient to 
ſuſtain Nature : All beyond this is 
ſome degree of Exceſs. Tis the Will 
of God thon ſhoud'ſt tar and Drink, 
that chou may'ſt preſerve the Life he 
has given rhee, and fo far "tis a Duty 
and ACt of Fuſtice : Bur if in Eating and 
Drinking thou ſtudieſt ro indulge adit: 
orderly Appetite ; what 1s this but an 
Abuſe ? *'T1is an A& of Injuſtice, in 
feeling that, which thou art oblig'd to 

weaken 


y \ + Py. « 
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weaken and overcome : And whit is 
a'l rhy Expznce in this Way, but de- 
frauding the: Poor, who bive a Right 
to all thar 1s Sup*1iumns ro thee * To 
what account witihou Place ai! that 
is thus laid our * Conhder. whethe: 
it will be accepted by him, who cannot 
be impos'd on with vain pretexts Re. 
fle&t roo on this Life of Penance: It 
thelz Ho'y Men did fo munch, to l[ecure 
their Salvation ; haſt not thou Reaton 
to be jealous of rav telf, who doit fo 
little, and eve;; declineſt whatever 15 
delign'd tro Mortifie? If theirs was the 
Way to Heaven, is thine ſo too, who 
take!t a quite contrary Method * 


Ic being likewiſe the Day of S. Maurus, 
An. 560» 


A Diſciple of $. Fen-dif7 ; Pray for 
all the Religious of that Order, that in 
Piety and all Chriſtian Diſcip'in, they 
may follow the Example of theſe their 
Holy redeccflors and Founders. 


JF _—— TE 


z. Cor. 1. 31, 7... Nat. 16.24; 27 
1. L1E was Biſhop of Rome: Pray 

4 for the preſent Biſhop of that 
See, that God would pleaſe to aflift 
him with his Heavenly Grace, anſwer- 
ab'e to the greatneſs of his Charge: 
Pray for all other Biſhops and Paſtors 
ot Chriſt's Church. 

2. Hz wasa Martyr : For refuſing 
to Worthip and Sacrifice ro Ido!s, be- 
:ng oblig'd by the Emperor Maxentie 
to take Care of Horles and Swine, 1n 
this mean Employment, ſubmitted to 
wit a wonderful Humility and Pa- 
tience, h:ended his Days: Pray for a 
Spirit like his, that thou may'ſt be 
ready to embrace all manner of Humi- 
Jiations. God may be fſerv'd in all 
Srates ; be bur Faithfu!, and God will 
be ſo too : If thy Lot and manner of 
Lite be Contemptible to the World, 
Patience and Humility will make 1t 
Honorable in the Sight 0: God : Mar- 
(44s in the Stable was greater than 
Marcllz5 in the Chair : Grieve not 
therefore, nor be yacalic ar thy Condt- 

tion, 


184 St. A ntnony, 


tion, whatever it be : The Laborions 
Chriſtian is much better than the [4 « 
one ; he that Eats by the Swear of his 
Brow,is in much rhe ſafer Wav, than h2 
that lives at Eaſe. If thy difficu't Cir. 
cumſtances will not allow thee the time, 
rhou defir'ſt, ro Pray ; remember that 
Patience and Humble Suff-ring and 
Laboring is all Praying ; God regards 
not the Form, but a Sincere Hear. 
Pray what thou can'ſt, and for the reſt, 


never doubt but thy Dcefires will be 
heard. 


—_—_—— 


Sf. Anthony, An. 358. 7an. 17. 
Eccius, 45.1, 6. Lk. 12.35, 40. 


Fo H avg heard theſe Words read 

in the Goſpel ; If thou wil! ve 
perfet, go ſell all thou haſt, and give i! 
to the Poor, and follyw m2 \ he underſtood 
it as ſpoke to him ; ſo'd all he had, and 
Diſtributed it to the Poor : Pray for a 
like Obedience to all thz Commands of 
Chriſt; and that as often, as thou 
readeſt the Scripture, it may be with 
hke Fruit to thy Soul. Pray for Po- 


verty of Spirit, that thy AﬀcQions be- 
ing 


a CA ere Ine 


oo 


FoOnmary 17. 1S5 


* ing taken off the things of this World, 
' thou may'ſt be ever in readineſs to for- 
# fake all. Itrhou findeſt thy Hearr too 


Z eagerly ſet on any thing - here, haſt not 


thou Reaſon to judge thy ſelf unſafe * 
It forfaking Creatures be the Way of 


| Perfteftion, muſt not the ſeeking and 


loving them bevery Dangero::s 7 
2. He retir'd from his Father's 
Houſe into a Defart, where be ':v'd in 
the Exerciſe of Prayer, Rigorous 
Faſting, and the Conſtant PradQtice of 
all Virrues, tothe Ageof an Hundred 
and Five Years He {eparated himſelf 
from all Creatures, as much as was pol- 
ſible, that his Heart might not be 
withdrawn from God : Pray for this 
Spirit; thy Ob'jyation of ſeeking and 
loving Cod 1s as great as his : But thy 
difficu'ty of doing it, is ſo much grea- 
ter than his, as thou art more engag'd 
with the Creatures than he was. *Tis 
very hard not to love thoſe Creatures, 
whichthou enjoy'ſt with SartisfaCtion ; 
and as far as then loveſt them, 1s not 
thy Heart ſo far drawn from God ; 1s it 
not fo far in Danger of preferring them 
to Ged * If then the Life of Ermuats, 
who had quitted the World, was fo 
mwertifi'd ; 15 not a greater Warchful- 
neſs and Selt-denial neceflary for hw, 
who 


125 St. Anthony, 


who art in a Poſt of much greater dan- 
ger than they were 7? See then, thi: 
thy Prayer, Watchfulneſs and Morti- 
fication, be anſwerable to the Dangers 
of thy State. 

3. In that Retirement he was A\. 
ſaulted with much greater Temptati. 
ons, than he had experienc'd betore 
But hz went on with Courage, not 
fearing what the Devil could do « 
gain him ; Pray for a Reſolution and 
Conftancy like his : Be not DejeQtd 
with the moſt Violent Temprations ; 
th: Devil may terrifie, but he can- 
not hurt thee, except thou art willing, 
If Gol be pleas'd thus to exerciſe thee, 
ſubmir to the Trouble of it with Pa- 
tience and Humiliry, ever placing thy 
Confidence in his Aſſiſtance A peace- 


able Devor.on carries ſenſible Com 


forts with it, and is more ſuitable to 


thy Inclination bur if God calls thes 
to Barrel, *tis more nneaftie "ris fruz, t9 
Self.love, bur 'tisa Life, as of greater 
xreife, fo of greater Virtue, and if 
thou overcome:t, wi!l receive the 
greater Crown. Giant me Grace, 
God, that I may never lraw Tempts 
tions on ny ſe'f; and make me Faith 
tul 10 a'l thoſe, thou ſha'r permit for 
ym Trial. O, when wil! the t:m? 


COme, 
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come, *lat IT ſhall be deliver'd from 
The! e d2Ngers, and ſerve thee ina P er. 


= Peace in the Company of the Blef- 
ed ..! 


- 
- 


A, d 25 A by RR ST PIER 
Sc. Pete! Ss Chal Ak IN MC, An. 4.4. 
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January ] ©. 


P* - having founded the 
Church at WI and eſta. 
| T -1h d the Golp?)1 In Gal(atia, Capadocia, 
| . came afrerwards< to Rome, where he 
Freed his Epii: opal Chair : Give 
Praiſe to the Infinite Goodneſs of God, 
who thus directed ms Apoſtle to the 
C:p ira! Ciry of th: World, which be- 
Ig ONCE converts :d to the Faith of 
F Cit ft, might with ſo much Ealt efta- 
© blith | it .1n all Nations and Provences 
(: 

? 


 t*%e wo. ! 


F 
: 


abject to its Power. Hence it was we 
ceiv'd the Goſpel ; and therefore 'tis 
a Day wherein we are concern'd as well 
as Am, and reqrires thy Thankigt- 
V Ing tor this Conduct of the Divine 
Goodnels, ordaining the means of our 
5 wake f10 i). 
. It was by this means that City, 


Th 


188 St. P-ter's Chair at Rowe. 


in which was crouded all the Superfti. F 
tion and Ido/atry of the whole Wor'! : 
and therefore call'd Babylon, was purg'; 8" 


wou'd ſhew them the like Mercy, i: 
bringing them to the Light of his faving} 
Truths : Pray for thy Self and Friend, *< 
and let not the depth of Iniquity «: ** 
preſent Obſtinacy put thee into Ds «+ 
ſpair ; for thou ſceſt here the Effet rf 
the Divine Power and Mercy, whic: 
can eaſily draw Light out of Darknel; 
and of 5aby/on make a Holy Fersſa'or, 2 1: 


I: being ai Pog oy of Se. Priſa. 4 - 
n. 209. | 


] 

Who ar the Age of Thirteen, un-| fi 
der C/audiss ſuff:r'd all rhe Exrremitirs * 
of Priſons and Racks, the Fury & 73 
Wild Beaſts,and Cruelty of the Sworl,, © | 
rather than Wo: ſhip Idols, an4 Den|. ! 


her Faith; Pray for the Divine Al \' 
ſiſtance on all thoſe, who are Suffering} ! 
under any Affliction, but efpecia!ly » 

thei! 


Tanunry 13. 123 


| their Faith : Let thoſe Tender Years 


#n God, how great foever thy own 


&r God, theeto place thy Confidence 


Veakneſs be : Pray for all of both 


Sexes in that dangerous and unſettled 
' Age, that God would give them a 


| 


| 


I | 
4 
pf 


""_ 


-\ fitir with his ry Light,and call 
{1tto his Faith : Pray fo 


true Senſe of their Duty, ſecure them 
avainſt all Snares, and prepare them 
for Suffering rather than any ways 


Offend thew God. 4 


- — > m—_—a——_—_ — 
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SS. Maris, Martha, Auliface, 
and Abuchus, An. 259. Fun. 19. 


Hoh. I' © 32, 38. Mat. 24. 3, I} 


1. ÞAther, Mother, and two Sons, 


P:rſians, who under Claudius 


: came to Rome, to Viſit the Sepulchers 


of the Martyrs, and being there whol- 
ly employ din relieving the Suffering 
Chriſtians, were ſeiz'd by the Govern- 
: ment, and after Variety of Torments, 
'all put to Death: Pray for that Vaſt 
' Empire of Per//a, that God would Vi- 


r all Parents, 
' that they may give good Example, and 
for all Children, that they may follow 


If, 


190 Sd. Murius, Martha. &c. 


, 
It. þ P s, wh he 8- 
it. Happy thoſe Parents, who at the 33: 


laſt Day ſhall meer their Children at 3 # 
the Right Hand of the Judge, thro! } 


et 


the _ of their good Education : Un.f * 
1 


happy they, who ſhall meet theirs a FE 
mongſt the Damn'd, and ſee this the * l 
Conſequence of their ill Example & } 5, 
Neglet, =. 


It being likewiſe the Day of $. Canutus 
An. 1681. 


Heb. 19. 32,38. Mat. 16. 24, 27 Bi 


King of the Danes, who, under the th 
Diſtrattions of a Crown, having 2p- 
plied himſelf to the gaining a better _ 
Kingdom, in the Conſtant Pratice of --- 
Mortification, Prayer, and a wonder- | 
ful Charity ; and by his Zeal for th: 27S 
Law of God drawn upon himſelf the * 
Hatred of Wicked Men, was by thei: 
Malice Murther'd in the Church b+- 
fore the Altar, Praying for his Ent * 
mies : Pray for thy King, that God 
would be the Prote&ter of his Anoin- 
ted, and give him a true Zeal for his 7 
Laws, whoſe Vicegerent he is: Pray, fr 
that God would defend him againſt all | \_ 
the Malicious Deſigns of I!l SubjeQs 
and Foreign Enemies. Pray for bh 
elt, 


| Tanuary 190. [CI 
Ef that no Pretext of Solicitude or 
AVorldly Cars may hinder thee from 
$':oſe Duties, which are neceflary for 


Fthy Eterna! Good : Worldly Souls are 


very Ingenious in finding Reaſons to 
Neglet God and make themlelves 


 TMiterable: God may be terv'd in all 


—— 
_y 


. States. 


[: being a:jo ' E ND xv of $. Wulſtan, 
An. 1595. 


Biſhop of Morceft-r, Pray for the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of this Nation, 
that they may an{wer all the Duties ot 
Their Charge, and beſo many Lights to 
Eternity. 


-.  —O— — — —_——  — — — — —— 
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$SS. E1b:an, An. 232. and Scoaſli- 
an, All. 201. January 20. 


, y 
Heos. 11; 33, 39. Lie. 6. 19, 23- 


I, H E Former was Biſhop of 
| Rome, put to Death under 
the Emperor Deci4s: Pray for the pre- 
\fent Biſhop of that See, that in Piety 
and Zeal for his Flock, he may inutate 
his Holy Predeceſlors : Pray for thy 


| {e1t, 


T92 St. Fibian, RC. 


ſ-If, that in all AfliQtions, thou may'} * 
ſuffer with the Meekneſs, Submiſſion 
and Parience of the Martyrs. 

2. The Latter was Chief Commar. © 
der nnder Diocle/imm, who for Encou. 
raging and Aſſiſting the Perlecuts 
Chriſtians, was by his Order fi 
Bound to a Tree and Shot with Ar. / 
rows, and then Scourg'd to Death: 
Pray for this Spirit of Charity, that i; 
thy Circumſtances, thou may'ſt be « 
ver ready to Counſel, Comfort an! 
Iive Relief to thoſe that are in Diſtreſ 
"tis the moſt Eff:Qtual Means of draw 
ing down the Divine Aſſiſtance fe: | 
thy Help in thy Temporal and Spiri 
tual Wants: For thy Charity to other _ 
opens God's Hands to thee. Pray fo: - 
all Soldiers, that while they Ventur: * 
their Lives at ſo Cheap a Rare, they : 
may be better prepar'd for Death, * 
than too generally they are : That V- 
niverſal Corruption, which is among{ | 
them, calls for thy moſt Fervent Pray. : 
ers : Pray for their Commanders, thi ? 
they may keep up Chriſtian as well | 
Military Diſciplins 


192 


£ V 4\" 
St. Aanes, An. 20% January 21. 
Ecclus, 67.1, 12. MAiat. 25-1, 13: 


I, A Roman Virgin, who at the Age 

of Thirteen, having choſen 
Chriſt Jeſus for her Spouſe, continued 
Faithful ro him amidſt all the Solicita- 
tions and Attempts, that could poſlibly 
be made againſt her : Flatterics could 
not move her,nor Threats or Torments 
terrifie her; ſhe had given her Heart 
to Chriſt, and was refoly'd that no- 
thing of this World ſhould take it 


- from him: Her Conſtancy was firſt 


Tried by the Fire, from whence, like 
pure Gold, ſhe came out without hurt, 
and afterwards by the Sword of the 

tioner gave up her Soul, a Holy 
1m,into the Hands of her Heavenly 
Spouſe: Pray for this Spirit of the 


: Love of God, that thou may'ſt ſingere- 
| ly give thy Heart ro him, and be e- 


ver Faithful in what thou do'ſt : Be a» 
ſham'd to be thus out-done by a Vir- 
gin of Thirteen Years, and that not 
having half the Trials ſhe had, thou 
art fo often overcome: For what are 
all thy Failings __ Sins, bur wor +? 
e 


— © 
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194 St. Agnes, 


fet of thy Weakneſs, and Want of 
Reſolution? Thou pretendeſt to Love 
God, and yet upon every little Diff 
culty, or the Flattery of Creatures, 
ſurrender'ſt thy ſelf, and becomſt a 


_ either to Impatience, Senſuality * 


or Self-love. Humble thy felt at the 
fight of thy Infirmities and Incon- 
ſtancy, lay a better Foundation, and 
beg for Strength of Spirit, even the 
Spirit of this Saint. 

2. Lament the —_ Education 
of both Sexes in theſe Tender Years, 
who aretrain'd up toan early Know- 
ledge of the Follies and Vanities of 
this World ; but are little acquainted 
with the I'raftice of a Chriſtian Life : 
Their Parents Concern isto fit them 
for this World, and how often do they 
expoſe them, for the gaining theſe 
Qualifications ? Inſtead of Humility 
they are inftruQed in Pride, and bred 
up to all thoſe Ways, which are capa» 
ble of making them Value and be in 
Love with themſelves; inſtead of 
Meeekneſs, they are taught to be Im- 
perious ; inſtead of Forſaking, they are 


— 


N- 


taught to Admire the World ; inſtead 


of Self-denial, they are bred up in the 
PraQtice of Gratifying and Indulging 
themſelves ; and thus inſtead of Lov- 
ng 


_® 40... pct 
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ing God, and being prepar'd to Sacri- 
fice all ro him, they fa!] a Sacrifice, 
firſt ro Vanity and Self-love, and then 
roo often to Vice; and this is the 
end of the Parents ill-manag'd and in- 
diſcreet Love,and of a)l their Expence. 
And how can it well be otherwiſe, 
when they attend ſo wholly to what 2 
Corrupt World requires, and fo very 
little to what the Goſpel commands ? 
They fir them more for Earth than 
Heaven, and what wonder is it they 
are ſo Earthly ? They want not feem- 
ing Reaſons to juſtifie their Method : 
But what Motives can be truly realon= 
able, on that ſide, when Salvation, 
Eternity, and the Goſpel ſtand on the 
other ? Pray therefore for all Parents, 
that their Cate and Love for theix 
Children may be more Subſtantial than 
too commonly itis ; that Nature may 
not be their Rule. but the Goſpel; 
and that being Chriſtians, they may 
not in this proceed like Heathens' and 
Unbelievers ; that, if they have Faith, 
they may give Proof of it in this 
Point. 


I'2 
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SS. Vincentius, An. 201. and A: 
naſtaſius, An. 627. Fan. 22. 


Wiſd. 3.1, $. Luke. 21. 9, 19. 


'F T HE former was a Deacon of 


Spain, who for Preaching the 
Goſpel in the time of Diocle/ian, was 
Apprehended, and continuing Faithful 
—_ the Trial of Scourges, Racks, 
and Fire, and Variety of other Tor- 
ments, gave up his Soul into the 
Hands of God. Pray for this Spiritof 
Patience and Courage under all Trials: 
There's no living in this World, bu: 
under ſome Perſecution or other : Re 
lations, Neighbors, thy own Indif- 
cretion and Paſſions may be to theea 
Diocleſian ; if thou haſt not a Trial 
thy Faith, thou haſt of thy Fidelity, 
at leaſt to thy God ; and if thou could! 


bur hold out with the Charity and Pa- .. 


tience .of the Martyrs, thou need'ſt 
not doubt of meeting with the Crown 


of Martyrs. Pray therefore that thou ' 


may*'ſt be Juſt and Faithful. in little 
occaſions ; theſe preſent themſelves 
often, and thou art ſo often tried: 
If thou ſincerely Honor'ſt the or 


ancy 


ce 


St. Raimundus, Wc. 197 


ſtancy of a Martyr on: the Rack, be a- 
ſham'd of, and beg Pardon for thy or- 
dinary Weakneſs, inſo eaſily yielding, 
and being tried under thoſe petty Per- 
ſecutions, to which thou art call'd. 

2. The other was a Perſian Monk, 
who after Cruel Torments, was put to 
Death, with Seventy other Chriſtians : 
Pray for the Empire of Perſia, that 
God would pleaſe to bring it to the 
Knowledge of his Truths ; Pray for 
all under any AﬀiGQtion whatever : 


+. Pray forall, whoare in their Agony, 


or near Death, that God would Come 
fort and Support them with his Grace. 


St. Raimundus de Pennafort, An. 
I 275.  Fanuary 22. 


Ecclus 31.8, 11. Luke. 12.35, 40. 


r. Dominican, eminent in all Vir- 
tues, but —_ in his 
great Charity to the Poor and Diſtreſs'd: 


Pray for all the Religious of that Ho- 
ly Order : Pray for this Spirit of Cha- 
rity, that thou may*ſt not be wanting 
to whatever part of it falls within thy 
power, whether in Viſiting, Comfort- 


* ing 


t 98 St. Emerentiano. 


ing or Relieving ſuch as are in Diſtreſs: 
"Tis the beſt Reparation thev canſt 
make for thy paſt Hard-!;cartene(s, 
for thy Idle Viſits, for the Time »:d 
Money Miſ-ſpent : *'Tis the ſure? Way 
of obtaining Mercy for thy 1c :. 

2. Ir was by his Means was tound- 
ed the Religions Order for th: Re- | 
demption of Caprives : Pray for all 
thoſe poor Souls, who are in Caprivi * 
ty amongſt Infidels, that God wou'd be 
their Comforter, and by his Grace ſvp- 
ply all their Wants Spiritual and Tem 
poral : They arethy Fellow-members, 
and therefore is this Compaſhon and 
Charity due to them : Pray likewile for 
allrhoſe unhappy Chriſtians, who live 
Captives to Sin: Their Chains are 
ſtrong, and require a very powerful 
Grace for their D2liverance : Biels God, 
if thou art none of theſe, and fail not 
daily to put up thy beſt Prayers in their 
behalf, who lye under this Misfor- 
cune. 


I: being a'ſo the Day of Ss. Emerentiana, 
An- 304. 


A R1man Virgin, and Companion of 
S. Aznes, who for her Zeal againſt the 
Heathens, was Ston'd to Death boſzes 


Fanuary 22, 199 


ſhe was Baptized : Pray for all under 
the Profeſſion of Virginity : Pray for 
all, who like Carechumens, are not 
yet receiv'd into the Church, that God 
would inſpire them with Courage and 
Patience anſwerable to their Circum- 
ſtances : Many have. a proſpe& of great 
Dificulties before them, whether from 
Parents, Friends, Dependance, &*c. 
enough to terrifie ſuch as have but yer 
an Iinperfe& Senſe of their Obligation 
to Truth : Pray therefore for all theſe, 
for they ſtand in need of thy Charity. 


pn EE 


— — 


St. Timothy, An. 104. Jan 24. 
1. Tim, 6. 11,16. Luke 14.26, 33. 


1. I-T E was Companion of Sr. Paul, 
and made by him Biſhop of 
E>h.ſig: Pray for all the Biſhops of 
Chriſt's Church, that as they receive 
their Charge by Succeſſion from the A+ 
poſtles, fo they may Faithfully accquir 
themſelves in every part with the Spi- 
rit of che Apoſtles : Pray for all thoſe, 
who are any ways wanting 11 their 

Duty. 
a. Hs with great Zeal endeavor'd 
4 co, 


200 St. Timothy, &c. 


to withdraw the People of Epheſus from 
their Abominable Idolatry in off-ring + 
$acrifices to Diana : But their Obſti- © 
nate Blindneſs render'd his endeavors 
Fruitleſs, and they rewarded his Chari- 
ty by Stoning him to Death : Pray to 

be deliver'd from all Obſtinacy and | 
Blindneſs ; for theſe make the groſleſt | 
Errors appear as reaſonable as Truth, | 

| and there's nothing but the Light of ' 

, Heaven, join'd with an Humble Spi- 

f Tit, can prevent or remedy this Evil: 
Pray therefore for -both, that thou | 
may'ſt never unhappily miſtake the 

i; Charity of thoſe, who would be thy 
Þ beſt Friends. If thou canft not bear 
'% thoſe, who put thee in Mind of thy 
| Faulrs, remember theſe Evi!s ate at 
che Bottom ; *tis ſomething of the Spi- 
[ rit of the Ephe/ians, and that's not 2 
| Chriſtian one : Pray for a better : And 
if thou feeleſt Reſentments and Dil- 
y | likes upon the Attempr of fuch a Chi 
"| rity, conſider them well, and thou 
Fx wiltſee them to be a-kin to thoſe Stones, 

| which were thrown againſt $. Tims:/y, 

4 and 'tis for fear of thefe, very few have 
by Courage enough to run the Hazard ot 
them. 


Conuere | 


201 


Converſion of St. Pail, An. 25. 


January 25. 
AT. 9.1,22. Mat. 19. 27, 29. 
', HE Zeal of his Education had 


made him an Enemy and Per- 

ſecutor of Chriſt, of his Apoſtles, and 
his Faith : Examin the grounds of thy 
preſent Zeal; 'tis to be ſuſpeRed, if 
it has no other grounds than the Princi- 
ples of Education, or the Converſation 
of others like thy ſelf, and may be e- 
qually found in the Mahometan and 
Miſtaken Chriſtian, as in the True 
one. What it thou art fatished 1n thy 
ſelf, ſeem'ſt fully convinc'd, and haſt 
no doubts * Can't thou pretend to 
more of this, than thou lee'ſt in 
Saul ? And was not he, notwithſtand- 
ing this. ſtill in the wrong, and even 
then Perſecuting Chriſt, when he 
judg'd himſelf doing Service to God 
in the diſcharge of his Conſcience? 
Satisfaction therefore of Conſcience and 
Interior ConviQtion, are only then ſuf- 
ficient, when they are built on the 
Sureſt and Beſt Foundation ; tſearch 
and examin anne Wl if thine be ſo; 
4 1c 


202 Corverfion of St. Pu! 
it was for want of this fearch, Sar! be- 
came a Perſecuvror of Chrift; and 'ti« 
only by this thou canſt prevent thy 
joining witn him. 
2. Being in rhe Heat of Zea! on hi: 
Way to Damaſcus, Chriſt call'd upon 


v 


him: Sau, Saul, why perlecuteſt :fou met | 


Upon which,by the effe&t of the Divine 


Grace, being interiorly chang'd, he | 


2mmediately anſwer'd ; Lord, what wil: 
thou hve me an ? Beleech Almighty 
God, to ſhew alike Mercy to all thoſe, 
who are our of the Way, whether mil. 
led by Error or feduc'd by Vice; that 


that he won!d pleaſe eff:xQtuaily to | 


touch then Hearts, and by his Hex 
venly Lighr, remove their B;indnels 
and cure thejx Weakneſs. Thou canſ 
deſpair of none, when thou ſee'ſt here 
the Wolf chang'd into a 'Lamb. The 
greateſt Mercies are fumetimes reſcrv'd 
tor thoſe, who ſeem abandon'd to the 
greateſt Crinies : 'Let not therefore thy 
Anger, but thy Charity be mov'd, and 
Pray for them. Pray ikewite for thy 
felf ; who knows, bur-on this Day of 
Mercy, thou may'ſt find Mercy? 
Raiſe up therefore thy Confidence in 
God , befeech him to ſend forth his 
Light into thy Heart, and make thee 
fenſible of all tby Eyils ; Open thy 

Hears 


Famuny 23. 2-3 


Heart to his Voice, who ca'ls thee to 
Repentance, and with + proſtrate 
thy ſe'f on the ground, and wirh the 
deſire of a Sincere Converlion. Cry our, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me do ? O 
God, let this be the happy Hour, 
wherein I may wholly renounce my 
own Will, and only follow thine: I 
have gone from thee by Self-love and 
Pride, and I cannot return, but by 
Se'!f-denial and Humility. 

3- He was Three Days without 
Earing or Drinking : This Reconciiia- 
tion of S, Paul was wholly Miraculous, 
and yet ſee, there's nothing done haſti- 
ly in it by the beſt Director and Phy- 
ſician of Souls. Theſe Three Days of 
Rigorous Faſting and Prayer in a State 
of Elindnels, oft Humiliation, and of 
Penance, teaches thee, what thou 
oughteſt to doin thy return to God : 
Thou art ro allow thy Soul time, 
wherein to make it {enſible of its Sins, 
and earneſtly to ſolicit for the Spirit 
- of Contrition and Penance; and thou 
art to begin at leaſt ro puniſh thy Sins, 
and in Self-denials endeavor 'to make 
{ome SatisfaFtion to the Juſtice of God, 
before thou art truly reconci.'d with 
him. Adore this Condu& of Gai, 
and Pray ,that it may be eves thy Rule; 


- 
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for thou canſt not have a better Guide, 
nor e'ſewhere rake trier Meaſures 
for making thy Veace with Heaven, 
Firſt endeavor, by a Serious Ex:mina- 
tion, to know thy Sins ; but then, be. 
fore thou go'ſt to thy DireQor, allow 
ſome time for Humiliation, for P+ 
nance and Contrition : This 1s ſtaying 
with S. Paul in Damaſcus, before tliou 
g0'ſt to ,inanias. 

4. He Preach'd Jeſus in the Synz- 
Logues, aflerting him to be the Son cf 
God : The beſt Proof of a true Con- 
verſion : His Sin was Disbelieving 1n 
Chriſt, Perſecuting his Church, and 
Thirſting after the Blood of the Faith- 
ful; and now immediately upon his 
Converſion, he Preaches Jeſus openly 
inthe Synagogues, Labors ro Eſtab'iſh 
his Church, Confirms the Faithful, 
2nd expoſes himſelf ro Dangers and 
Forments for that Faith which he had 
Perſecuted ; thus he Manifeſts the New 
Spirit he had receiv'd : Pray for the 
Grace of God, that this may be thy 
Method, as ofren as thou pretendeſt to 
Repent : Truſt zot to good Purpoies, 
deperd not on thy Cont: fſhons 3 /et net 
ther ] cars or any ſenſible Grief for 
paſt Sirs deceive thee, bur ſee, whe- 
rher thy Lite be Chang'd ; by this Teſt 


Es 
—- 


thou | | 
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thou may'ſt beſt judge of rhe SinceritY 


* ofall that went before : For it thou 


go'ſt on in thy former Ways, where 15 


thy Convertion? If no Converſion, 


what then was thy Repentance, bur 
Falſe and Deceitful * Beg Pardon for 
thy paſt Infincerity, and Pray now, 
that the Converſion of St. Pau! may be 
even the Model of thine. 


— — 


_=_ . 4 , . 
Ir. FF /, carf'y NANR. I 68. 7 7 2 


ON 


1 For 3. 10, 16. Alat. 10. 26, 33. 


r. H E was Diſciple of S. 7ohn Evan 

* g+{+f?, and by him ordain'd Bi- 
thop of 51n:1rnatÞPray for all the Biſhops 
of God's Church, that they may be 
True Followers their Primitive Pre- 
deceſiors : Pray for the People of 3mr- 
nz, and of all 4/a, who having rejetted 
the DoQrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
are now the Dilciples of Ma/omer : La- 
ment their Niifery and Blindneſs ; ac- 
knowledge it the effe&t of the Divine 
Juſtice, 1a Puniſhment of their Wick- 
edneſ. : Off:cr up thy Prayers in be- 
half of this Nation, and beleech Al 
mighty God, that by turning rom 

v 
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Evil Ways, it may prevent the 1 
Judgment: Repent of thy own Sir, 
that thou may'ſt have no part in diay. 
ing any Public Calamity upon it. 

2 Having diſcharg'd rhe Duty of: 


Good Shepherd, he was appriehendcd, 
in his Old Age, by the Heathens, and | 


condemn'd to the Fire, in which, in 
the midſt of the Theatre, Crowd: 

with an Inſulting Multitude, he ofler'{ 
himſelf a gratetul Sacrifice to God : 
Pray for all thoſe, who are expos'd to 
difficulties, and any ways ſuffer on the 


account of their Faith. Be not Angry | 


at the Reproaches of Inſulting Adver- 
aries ; have Compaſſion on their Blind- 
neſs, and bear with them , for luch 
Patience has the Promiſe of a Crown, 


Offer thy ſelf to ſuffer whatever Al- * 


mighty God ſhall ordain for thce : Be 
aſham'd to fink under Ordinary Trou- 
bles; theſe are but the Trials of thy 
Fidelity ; they are to make thee ſen(i- 
ble of thy own Weakneſs, and of thy 
neceſſary Dependance on God : And as 
for Extraordinary ones ; if thou canſt 
not find Remedy , offer thy felt to 
them as to the Fire, which is to con- 
ſummare the Sacrifice, thou haſt made 


St, John 


of thy ſelf ro Gad. 


257 


4 Y 7 * by * FASL . A 
Ji. f 4 / | T4 . PTOF7 «4 gp MN. 407, 


Y =y 


Feanaary £ 
2. Tim 4. 1,8. Mat. 5.13, 19- 


# [1] E was Arch Biſhop of Con/lam- 
fimople: Pray for all that 
numerous People of the Eaft, formerly 
"Chriſtians, bur now ſubxQ ro the 
Yoak of the Turks Bewail the Condi- 
tion of that Ciry, bui't by the Firft 
Chriſtian Emperor, the Seat of many 
Holy Biſhops, and of the Second G-ne- 
ral Council, 7c. but now how Mi- 
ſerable, in being the Scourge and Ter- 
ror of Chriſtnam! Fear God's Jndg- 
ments, and confefs them to be Juſt : 
Labor to prevent them by a Holy Life: 
Tic Fate of that Ciry is the Fate of 
many Nations, of Families, and of 
Private Perſcns; and the Root of all, 
15 the Contempt of the Divine Mercies, 
a Negle& of Chriſtian Duties, and the 
Living a Heathzniſh Lite under the 
Chriſttan Profeflion : Ir is thus our 
Forefathers have drawn heavy 'udp- 
ments on thei: Children ro many Gene- 
rations, and God has forſaken them, 
even as he did the Few:, becauſe they 
: Were 
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were not found Worthy O Gol p 
how many Nations and Families, by } 
their Corruptions, wi-ked D: (order, 
and ungratetully Forgetting Thee, ar 
now filiing up the Number of the: 
Sins, and Arming thy Jufice again} *p 
< 


king Way for H-atheni'm, and not on 
ly render themſelves Miſerable, bur 
in a Way of Cutting off from thei! 
Succeſlors and Children all the Mean; 
of Salvation, it may be, for ever. Vit: 
theſe Blind Souls, O God, nor in thy 
Anger, but in Mercy, and powerfully 
awaken them,that they may be ſentib':| 
of their Condition, and by yet ſeaſon: 
able Means, prevent that Erernal Ruin, 
which threatens them and theirs. An 
thou, O Chriſtian, examin into thy 
Ways, and fee what is the Mc<thod 
thy Life, whether by thy Exemplary 
Piety, thou art ſoliciting for Mercy, 
or by thy Vicious Liberties, drawing 
down Judgments on thy Self, Fami'y | 
and Nation 

2. Heappli'd, himſelf, by Preaching 
and other Zealous endeavors, to re- 
prehend and reform the great Cortuptr- 
ons and Abules he obſerv'd amongt 
his Flock, inveighing againſt the can- 
dalous Lives of the Nobility, and not 
ſparing 


them! By their Infidelity they are wy 
1 
1 


| 


_— 


Tanmary 27. 209 
paring the Injuſtice of the Empreſs 
Her ſelf. Pray, that this Spur may 
rs, WPeſcend upon all the Prelates and Pa- 
a Nors of Clriſt's Church, that they may 
It Dilcountenance and make War ayainſt 
nf "all Vice and Injuſtice ; thatno Human 
ww Conſideration of Favor, Intereſt, Party 
or D:pendance may awe them into a 
| *Treacherous Silence, and make them 
&:' *Betray the Goſpel by Flattery or Com- 
in 7pliance. He that connives at Diſorders 
ii: for fear of being a loſer, by endeavor« 
ly 7ing to reform rhem, is not a Paſtor, 
ly, + buta Hireling, has not an Apoſtolical, 
| © but a Mercenary Spirit. And what 
are they,who aredaily Witnefles of In- 
in, | | temperance, Luxury and Prophaneneſs ? 
nd | Will not their Silence draw upon them 
the Guilt of Encouragers and Aber- 
>| © ters? Pray for Remedy againſt theſe 
ry Evils. 
y, | 3. By this his Zeal againſt Vice and 
9 Injuſtice S. Chr) oftamn rais'd many Ene- 
y | * mies, not only of the Nobility and Em- 
preſs, bur alio of the Clergy, by whoſe 


a |} Wicked Ca\ummies and Contrivance, 
2 miny Billops, and amongſt them, even 
i- | $ Epviphanius and S. Cyril of Al: xanaria, 
i with many Religious Ermits, were 
1 |. drawn in to efpoule the Cauſe againſt 
Jt hie), and become his Perlecutors ; by 

whom 
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whom joining with the Empreſs, þ 
was forc'd Twice into Baniſhmey, 
in which atter long Suffering he Dizz © 
Pray for Conſtancy and Courage inth: 5 
* diſcharge of thy Duty, whatever itbe; | 
ſuffer all Oppoſition with Patience 
remembring that Charity and Juſti:: 
hae their Martyrs as we!l as the Cre:t| 8 
Wonder not, if thou find'ſt Men «© © 
Piety engag'd againſt thee ; the mo! 
Holy are ſometimes moſt ſubje& t» ®- 
be impos'don ; and in their Oppoſit» | 
on 15 the greateſt Trial. Be Jealous bd 
all Accuſations; Calumnies are ofts: 
dreſs'd up with the Sincerity and Fac | Ns 
of Truth, and by being too Credulow, 
thou may'ſt eaſily be drawn in to Per 


ſecute a Saint. How many. Repory | © 
haſt thou helpt to ſpread of this kind, | Þ 
Means of which, Tnnocence and Trut ig 
have been great Sufferers * There maj | 1 
appear ſufficient Motives for the pre 
ent; but haſt not thou had ſufficient A 
Experience of thy own Weakneſs ant 4 
others Malice, to Diſtruſt of all che; 4 
and ſuſpend thy Belief rill better In- - 


formation? In all theſe Circum?ancs L 
thou ſtandeſt in need of the Spirit & | | 
Diſcretion, and of the Light of Heaven | | 
ro direR thee ; pray for this ecnerty p 

; hat | | 


January 27+ 21h 
he a an over-haſty Credu'iry thou 


ay'ſt be Injurious ro none. 
_ F 


e 9 ag nes, Jani ny Z * 


i S Ce0 5.4, a6 13:3. Me, $$ 


C. 44, C2. 


q FA 
þ p Martyrdom, appearing to 
if Ser Parents, requir'd them not to La: 
- Ment for the Lois of her, but rather ro 
J #cjoice in her Happineſs: Pray thou 


n» Y$. St. A Gner, ſome Days after her 


For thoſe Excel'ent D:(poſitions of Soul, 
by which ſhe wrs raivd ro that un- 
5 | Thangeable State : Pray for Patience 
, | and Confſtancy in a!! Sufferings: Vray 
| For the Love of God, by which ſhe 
Was above a | Flartterics and Threars : 
' | Pray for a R<fo'ution like hers, that 
, | tou may'ſt rather chuſe the Extremity 
* of Mitery here, than Offend thy Ged ; 
| this is the moſt aſſured Proof, that 
' | thou lov'ſt him. Conſider thy dail 
, Inparience, in being fo eaſtly and of- 
e T-1 d:\turb'd : Refl-Q on thy Love of 
, | PVanity and of this World: See, how 
| Þfren thou chuleſt ro expoſe thy ſelt 
, | to Dangers, and even to Sin, rather 
| than 
\ 


212 St. Agnes, 
than deny thy ſelf, or the unreaſonk! 


i Wa 
deſires of others, and thou wilt . c 
diſcover, thou haſt a great deal to \, Wi 
wail in thy ſelf of Infirmity and $i. MI 
and has much toPray for, this Day ; F 
Heavealy Strength, for thy Future $, + 
curity : For thou muſt have the Hof 
Diſpoſitions of this Saint, if thou 13 
ſign'ſt to follow her. | 
Remember likewiſe, if it be thy P:. © 
tion to have thoſe taken from thee ; 
Death, whoſe Innocence or Virtue giz | 
thee Security or grounded Hopes & 
their being Happy;'tis not then thy pu; 
to give way to Grief, like Unbeliever 
bur rather ro give Thanks to God & * 
his Mercy, and rejoice in their Hap» 
neſs. Something, "tis true, mult & 
allow'd to Narure, which cannot pu 
with thar, without Grieving, wail: 
it poſſeſs'd with Joy : But 'tis a Wal | 
neſs till, and therefore, tho' in =! 


Surprize, it may be in ſome kind Inv} * 
cent; yet aff:zQedly ro indulge !} 
and let it ariſe to any degree of bs 
ceſs, cannot be without Sin : Ir bein 
firſt againſt Reaſon, to grieve at thi | 


being Happy, whom we pretend ! 
Love, and then an Implicit Rebelliv * 
againſt God, in Ditapproving 
Grieving at what he has done. Thou ' 

prays 


b FTanmury 29. 213 
1 $ay'ft daily, that his Will be done ; 
» @d when 'tis done, thou grieveſt : Is 
, Wr this Revoking and Contraditting 
i: Wl thy Prayers. 


F _— 
4 >. ; 
| * St. Francis Sa'cs, An. 1623. 


Tanuary 29: 
. f / 


n Þ Ecclus. 44. and 45. Mat. 25.14, 23. 


*2. |] E was Biſhop of Geneva, and 
Ne ſpent his Life in looking for 
A e Loſt Sheep : In this, his Zeal was 

d great, that no ſort of Difhculties or 
%» Dangers were ſufficient to diſcourage 
*| Him; he conſider'd not himſelf, but 
| ly the Miſery of thoſe ſeduc'd Souls, 
12 Who ſtood in need of his Help; and 
ab Bod bleſs'd his endeavors with the 
ic; Eonverſion of many Thouſands. Pray 
" r all the Biſhops of Chriſt's Church, 
2) That they may be Animated with the 
ti Spirit and Zeal of this Holy Prelate ; 
104 What duly attending to all the Neceſ- 
hez Hities of their Charge, neither Errors 


may 
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may become Faithful Profeſſors of 1157 
Truth: Let this Charity of their Px 
late have Place in thy Devotiin © 
2. Notwirhſtanding the Immen;* 
Charity and Apoſtolica! Labors of th; % 
Holy Paſtor, he could not eſcape th FF 
Tongues of M:n, who repreſented hin 
under very Ii] CharaQters at the CounF 
of Rome, Francs and Savoy, and traduc! 
his Books as Erroneous and Heretici 
Burt none of theſe Calumnies made In | 
romp on his Spirit, or diſcourag| ? 
im in the Faithtul diſcharge of by F 
Duty. Pray for his Spirit of Mezknet» 
and Conſtancy, and let his Exampy* 
Convince thee, that neither Fidelin} * 
or Innocence can ſecure thee again! 
Calumnies and Scandals: And whr, © 
theſe come to thy Portion, follow vl j 
Advice, in doing Right to Truth 7 
juſtifying thy ſelf, and to Humilin * 
by ſubmitting to thoſe Trials, whic) 3 
God ſhal! permit for thy Exercil|. 
Be ever Faithful to thy Duty, an! * 
Diſcreet in thy Condu@, and ther, 
however Folly or Malice may Mur- 
mar againſt thee, go on with Counſi 
having God for thy Witneſs, and 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience tt 
Comfort thee. ; 
3- His Charity ſtill lives and bg 


C 
4 
$5 


- 
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, {&rth Fruit in thoſe Holy Books, which 
"Fe Writ, and in that Holy Order of 
he Vi itation, which he inſtiruted : Be 
onſtant in daily Reading ſome part 
'&f his Books ; Pray and Endeavor, that 
hey may lead thee to a Devour Lite, 
d encreaſe in thee the Love of God: 
"FRecſolve not only to Read, but Pra- 
Vice alſo, and never be tir'd, till his 
iretions become thy Rule, and all 
by Diſorders and Paſſions give way 


* Þ his Spirit : Pray for all the Religi- 
ga yp * > : 

\. W's of rhe iſitation, that they may 
ol ithfully anſwer the Deſigns of their 


punder, and in their Lives give 
Foo of his Spirit. 


þ 
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Y F* Martina, f\n. 229. Fan. 3O. 


 Ecclus 51. 1,12. Mat. 25.1, 13. 


uca| 
a D . ” . ” 

' Roman Virgin, who in the Third 
and] A Century, under Alexander the 


(iy. $mperor, refuſing to Sacrifice to Idols, 

Kd her Conſtancy tried with Scourg- 
$$, Racks, Boiling Oyl, Wild Beaſts, 
1» @d the Fire ; but bein miraculouſly 
| eſerv'd, ſhe finiſh'd at length a 
= lorious Martyrdom by the Sword: 
orthb Pray 
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Pray for a like Conſtancy under a!l Til 
als; there's no ſuch Peace in this Wor!z 
which is not mixt with Perſecutic, 
and the bearing it with Humilir; * 
Courage and Patience, is the Trial (* 
thy Fidelity. In the Paſſion of My 7 
oo. thou Meeteſt with ſomething of 5% 
| Wild Beaſt ; in the Difficultics af ; 
Misfortunes of this World, thou h:il > 
thy Scourge ; in the Miſcarriages 4 * 
Children, and Evil Ways of thoſe, the 
art moſt concern'd in, how often mee. © 
eſt thou with a Rack ? And what thy 
canſt not prevent or remedy of the 
by Lawful Means, art not thou bourſ 
to bear with Patience ? This vs Gl . 
mon Duty ; pray then for thy ſelf x! 
all others in iGtion, and endeare 
to be Faithful. 'W 
2. Whilſt thou Honoreſt the Hap 
End of this 7 — pray for a happy” 
Death for thy ſelf ; Death is a Violen 
to Nature, and Embracing this \o 
* © lence with Patience and Submiſſion 
F the Hand of God, is a kind of Mu 
* tyrdom. Endeavor then to be Hun: 
| ble and Patient in all Pain and Sickn&- 
84 and bow down with an Entire $» 
{ miſton under the Sentence, whatev* 
it be,the Divine Juſtice ſhall pronoun” 
againſt thee, and beg, that when Dei? * 
com; 


pry 

'F Janitary 21. 21.7 
comes, thou may'ſt Surrender thy 
Soul with the Ditpolitions of this Mar- 
Q IF tyr. 


St. Peter Nelaſco, An. 1255. 
January 31. 


1 Cor. 4. 9,14. Liikee 12+ J2, 34 


\ V1. Faithful Servant of God emi- 
ba BW nent for - his ſingular Charity 
+ WFro his Neighbor, and Founder of the 
- ZReligious Order for the Redemption of 
an . 


ZCaprives : Pray for this Spirit of Cha- 
Erity for the Aſſiſtance and Relief of 
we Fthy Neighbor : Thou meeteſt daily 
'Zmany Obes, that deſerve thy Com- 


Fr 


paſſion, and demand thy Help : Conſi- 
27 Wder ſeriouſly the Neceſſities of thy 
enz Neighbors, both Spiritual and Tem» 
Vie Wporal ; if thou haſt Charity, thou 


n it ſtudy their Relief, either by thy 
Mu Welf or others T hou hf it often 1n thy 
Jon ower to-do Service to thy Neighbor ; 
n& Wf thou omitteſt it, becauſe of the 
S281 rouble, Pains or Uneaſfinefs it muſt 
reve Wgive thee, itis not Charity, bur Selt- 
ns Wove, commands thy Heart. 

Dea! 2. Examin what thy Vocation is, 
ons K and 


Sr. Peter Nelaſco, 
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and ſee, whether thou liveſt by Op. '7, 


preſſing thy Neighbor : There are too 


many Prot:Tions expos'd to this, of F 


Men who ſet up for helping others, / 
and ſo far are unmindful of Charity, 


as to take the Advantage of their Miſ. 


fortunes, Lefgthen their Miſeries, and 
keep Open their Wounds, whilſt they 
undertake tro Heal them : Their only 
Cencern is Gain, and they value ner. 
how much their Nertghbor Suffers, & _ 
they can be Gainers by it. This is an 
Order of Men quite Oppoſit to th: 
Charity we Honor this Day, in this Ho- 
ly Man : He gave away what he had| | 
for the Relicf of his Neighbor in Mi | 
ſery; theſe, under the Color of reliev-| 
ing, add to their Neighbor's Miſery, |. 
that they may be enrich'd by their Suf-| 
ferings. Ifhis was the Method of Ch. | © 
rity, theirs is contrary to it ; and 
if his was the Way of the Goſpel and| 
Salvation, how can theirs be 1o * Let 
then all thoſe ſeriouſly examin the: 
proceedings by this Teſt, who by Lend". 
ing Money, Receiving Goods, Giving * 
Advice, Managing their Buſineſs, or» - 
ny other way pretend to Aſſiſt thei 

eighbor, in his Diſtreſs : For if there © 
be Oppreſſion in the Aſſiſtance they ? 
give, their Aſſiſtance is Cruelty, and 
without» 
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” without a full Reſtitution, how can 
| they have a ſhare in the Mercy of 
” God? 
3+ Pray for all thoſe, who Iye under 
any Oppreſſion, that God would be 
* their Support and Deliverer : Pray for 
- all, that are in Slavery amongſt Infidels, 
that God would be their Preſerver and 
Comforter : Pray for all thoſe unhappy 
Chriſtians, who are Slaves to their own 
Evil Paſſions, to Vice and Habitua! 
Sin, that God would Awaken and 
Heal them; engage the Charity of 
this Saint to join with thee for. the Re* 
1} © lief of all. 
, 4. It being likewiſe the laſt Day of 
+| the Month,fail not to give God Thanks 
',| - for his Preſervation,and all his Bleſſings 
{|  beſtow'd on thee and thine, and by 
i| > hearty Contrition, beg Pardon for all 
d| * thy Sinsand Failings of this Month. 


FEBRUARY, 
St. Ie natizis, An. 109. Fei. 1. 


Rom. 8. 35, 39; Jo 12. 24, 26. 
\Þ E was the Third Biſhop of 4» 


tiocn, after St. P-ter and Eyo4{s 4 
v5, governing that Church above For- 
ty Years, withan Apoſtolic Zeal and 
Piety, which has render'd him eminer: 
toall Succe?zding Ages : Pray for all 
Biſhops of Chrit's Church, that hi; 
Spirit may be reviv'd in them : Pray 
for the People of that City and Diocek. 
now ſubjeC to the Tyranny and Errors| 
of the Turks, that they may once more| | 
be the Obje& of his Mercy,and becom:'- © 
his People again. 

2. He was apprehended by Order «: 
Trajan the Emperor, and by him ſzn} - 
renc'd to be carried ro Rom, there to: 
devourd by Lions in the Amphithcatr: 


q He receiv'd his Sentence with Joy, h: 
ving a !ong Time deſir'd to Offet hin» © 
ſelf a Sacritice ro Chriſt. And bein! * 
accordingly Shipp'd under the Cuſte 
dy of Ten Soldiers, whom he cali » 
Leopards, he ſuffer'd very much *! $ 


che! 


& 
ja 
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St. Jenatins, RC. 221, 


their Cruelty ; but :heir Þquity, ſays. 
he, was MW) Iniiruftin. O God, how 
far am I from the Humility and Pati- 
ence of this thy Servant ! I have hi- 
therto regarded a!l manner of Sufferzng 
as my Misfortune, and have been fo 
far from improving the Injuries done. 
me, that they have been to me ſo many 
Provocations to Sin. Am not I then 
as far from the Primitive Virtue of thy 
Servants, as I am from their Times? 
Pardon, O God, this my Miſery, and 
infuſe into my Soul ſome Sparks of 
this Primitive Spirit ; give me Grace 
to improveall Suffering into the occa- 
ſion of Virtue, and thar I may learn 
ſomething of that Apoſtolic Leflon, in 
knowing what it is to rejoice in Suffer« 
ing for thee. 

3. The Spirit of this Holy Pre/ate, 
and the Earneſt Deſire he had of Suf- 
fering for Chriſt, is plainly diſcover'd 
in his Epiſtle writ to the Row 417, which 
he ſent before him, and 1s recorded 
by S. Jerome: I wiſh, ſays he, I may 
come to thoſe Beaſts, which are pre- 
par'd for me ; I hopethey will be Ra- 
venous to devour me ; I will provoke 
them on their Prey, Jeſt they ſhould 
ſpare me, as they have Cone other Mar- 
tyrs: And if they as not Seize ie, I 
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will force them, I will put my ſelf | 
upon them, thar I may be devourt'd. 
Pardon me, my Children, I know 
what Advantage it will be to me 
'Tis now I begin to be a Diſciple cf 
Jeſus Chriſt ; I defire nothing upon 5 
Earth, that ſo Lmay find Chritt. Le 
the Fire come, let the Croſs, and Beaſts, 
the Rack,and all the Torments the De. 
vil can ſuggeſt, ſo that I may enjoy 
Chriſt. Hinder me not, my dear Bre. 
thren, from following my Lord ; and 
if you have any Love for me, ſhew it 
not in endeavoring to ſave my Body, 
cr in oppoſing the defire I have to fe: 
my God. I fay no more to vou, 
but thatI deſire to Die. Feing now | 
expos'd in the Theatre, and hearing 
the Lions Roar, he cried out; I am 
the Corn of Chriſt, let the Teeth 0: 
Lions grinde me, that I may become 
pure Bread fir to be offer'd to him. | 
He was forthwith rora by the Lion, 
and his Relics were carried by his Dil 
ciples to Antioch, Pray now for the 
Spirit of this Holy Man ; Pray for that 
Love of God, which enflam'd his Brealt: * 
'ris only rhis can make thee defire toles 
him, and ſwezren all thote Sufferings, * 
which may be the happy Means & * 
bringing thee to him ; and let tie 2 
Ordinary 7 
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O:dinary Troubles which fall ro thy 
Lot, b2 a Trial, if thou haſt any de- 
gree of this Divine Love in thy Soul. 
4+ Thi: being the Firſt Day of the 
Month, Offer thy ſelfro God, and beg 
his Aſſiſtance for this Month, for the 
Faithtu! Diſchaarge of thy Duty,and A- 
mendment of all the Failings of the 


{ laſt. Tr being likewiſe a Falt, 1n pre» 


paration for the following Feſtival, be 
not wanting to this Obligation, but 
by Self-denial! and Recollettion prepare 
for an encreaſe of Grace. 


— —  -- -- - www — 


The Purification, or Candlemaſs- 


Day, February 2. 
Mal. 3.1, 4. Luke -2. 22, 32; 


I. Ray for the Humi'iry of the B, 
Virgin, who being Exempt 


* from the Law of Purification. notwith- 
» ſtanding ſubmirted to it. Learn , by 


her Example, notto Value rhe Qpini- 
ons of Men : Diſcharge thou thy Dury, 
and leave the World to ſiy what it will. 

2. Whi'ſt the B. Virgin offers, this 
Day, her Son co- God, off:r thou thy 


| Self ( and Children ) with him ; beg- 


K 4 ng 
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224 The P:rrificrtion. be 
ig his Blefling on thy ſelf anf 
them 

3. Defire to receive Chriſt into the ® | 
Heart, with the Faich and Zeal of 01 FT | 
\i/meon; and beg that, like him, ty © 
Soul may no more long affrer Earth]; 
Goods, Lut the Eternal Poſſeſlion i 4. 
thy God. | 

4. If thou receiveſt. a b'eſt Can! | 
this Day, take it as the Emblem & 
Chriſt, confeſſing him to be the Lig: 
of the Wor'd, and begging he will &: 
everaLightto thee, ro Condutt the: 
ſafe thro' the Darknels and Dangers c: 
this Life. 

It was an AQt of Extraordinary Hy 
milicy and Obedience in the B. Vir 
gin to go to the Temple tobe Purified, 
who being Priviledg'd with that Divi t 
nity of Mother and Virgin, was not | 7 
all concern'd in that Law ; bur $:: | - 
chole rather to fatisfie ir, than plea 
her juſt Exemprion ; to teach us the} © 
Love and Prattice of thoſe Virrues, | 
which we honor in her this Day.It were | © 
therefore to be with'd, we could /earn 
what She reaches, and hearti'y Labor 
in our own Purihcation, while we C:'e 
brate hers. She, tu'l of Grace, and} © 
therefore Ho.y and Spotleſs, goes to} 7? 
the Temple, uader the repute of a be 
Fe 
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gal Impwiity ; and we goto the Tem 
© ple defil'd with Sin, and yet hating 
* the Thoughts of being eſteem'd fo ls it 
therefore ſhe wants to'be purified or we? 
Have we not then Reaſon to ſtudy her 
Humility and Obedience, that ſo what 
vere her Ornaments, may become our 
Remedy * Humble therefore thy ſelf, 
Dear Chriſtian, this Day, under the 
Sight of thy Numberleis Sins, of thy 
Manifoid Impurities and Cor:uptions, 
and reſolve on a Univerſal Compli- 
ance with the Law of God, without 
contulring thy Eaſe with pretended 
E xemptions; for thus only canſt thou 
make 1ta happy Feſtival of Pur.fication 
to thy Soul. 

Sec then, whether thou haſt a Hu- 
mility, which any ways reſembles hers : 
Whether thou regardeſt not the Opini- 
on of Men, but p'aceſt thy whole 
Comfortin the Teſtimony of a Good 
Conſcience; it wou'd be happy, could 
thy Conſcience anſwer favorably to 
this: But how can this be, when Pride 
has the general direftion of all thou 
do'ſt ; notonly in raiſing thy Paſſions, 
but even laying them again ; and 
there's ſcarce one Point, wherein thou 
ſeem'ſt to ſeek God, to Diſcharge 
thy Duty, or even Humble thy ſelf be- 

K 5 fore 
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1g his Blefling on thy ſelf ang 
them. 

3. Defire to receive Chriſt into thy 
Heart, with the Foich and Zeal of O'7 
dimen; and bey that, like him, thy | 
Soul may no moe long afrer Earth]; 
Goods, Lut the Eternal Poſſcfion 
thy God. 

4. If thou receiveſt a bleſt Canl!; 
this Day, take it as the Emblem 
Cirriſr, confeſſing him to be the Light 
of the Wor'd, and begging he will be 
everaLight to thee, ro Condutt thee 
ſafe thro the Darknels and Dangers 0: 
this Life. 

It was an AQt of Extraordinary Hy: 
milicy and Obedience in the B. Vir- 
gin to go to the Temple to be Purified, 
who being Priviledg'd with that Divi }* 
nity of Mother and Virgin, was nota: | 
all concern'd in that Law ; bur Sz |: 
chole rather to fatisfie it, than plead }* 
her juſt Exemprion ; to teach us the 
Love and Prattice of thoſe Virrues, 
which we honor 1n her this Day.It were 
therefore to be with'd, we could 'earn 
what She reaches, and hearti'y Labor 
in our own Purihcation, while we C:'e- | 
brate hers. She, tu'l of Grace, and |: 
therefore Ho.y and Spotleſs, goes to | 
the Temple, wader the repute of a po 
vb þ 
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gal Impwity ; and we goto the Tem” 
ple dehl'd with Sin, and yet hating 
the Thoughts of being eſteem'd fo ls it 
therefore the wants tobe purified or we? 
Have we not then Reaſon to ſtudy her 
Humility and Obedience, that ſo what 
vere her Ornaments, may become our 
Remedy * Humble therefore thy ſelf, 
Dear Chriſtian, this Day, under the 
Sight of thy Numberleſs Sins, of thy 
Manifoid Impurities and Cortuptions, 
and refolve on a Univerſal Compli- 
ance with the Law of God, without 
confulring thy Eafe with pretended 
Exemptions; for thus only canſt thou 
make ita happy Feſtival of Pur fication 
to thy Soul. 

Sec then, whether thou haſt a Hu- 
mility, which any ways reſembles hers : 
Whether thou regardeſt not the Opini- 
on of Men, but p'aceſt thy whole 
Comfortin the Teſtimony of a Good 
Conſcience; it wou'd be happy, could 
thy Conſcience anſwer favorebly ro 
this: But how can this be, when Pride 
has the general dire&tion of all thou 
do'ſt ; notonly in raiſing thy Paſſions, 
but even laying them again ; and 
there's ſcarce one Point, wherein thou 
ſeem'ſt to ſeek God, to Diſcharge 


thy Duty, or even Humble thy ſelf be- 
K 5s fore 
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fore God or Men, but Pride till ha; 
an Influence on thy beſt Adtions, and 
the Management of thy Humility ir 


ſelf? 'Tis Pride makes thee reſent In- 2 
Juries, and excites thy Paſſions in th» 


own Defence : And when thou apps: 
hendeſt theſe Paſſions will diminifh thy 
eſteem with Men, the fame Piide 
which rais'd them, foon calms all x 
gain * And afterwards when thou u. 
feſt Violence ro Nature, ſuppreſſing 
that fierceneſs, ro which thy Tempe: 
leads thee, is it not the deſire of being 
thought Humble, has a great Hand in 
all theſe Seit-denials ? Pride again ſpur; 
thee on to complain of whatever thou 
fufer'f}, and the ſame, at other rims 
enjoins thee Silence, that rhou may ft 
gain the Charattcr of Patient, TI here! 
Pride in taking Place of others, ar: 
very often as grear P14! in giving It 
There's Pride in pleating thy felf with 
others Praiſes, and as great Pride -n 


SY = 


ſeeming Uiſp'ea-'d ar them : Thercs 


Pride in Vain Attire, and no |! 


ſomerimes ina Pleiner Dref+,and unde 
Patches : There's Pride in being em 
ploy'sd in Office or at Courr, and v& 
ry eaſt.y a much greater Pride, in it 
lufing ai ſuch Dignities : There's Pridt 
am Vice, and Viitue is but too cue 
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$ the occaſion of it: In fine,thou canſt not 
i # inſtance any one Particular, but what 
It 55 either wholly vitiated with this in- 
1 > ſinuating Evil.or at leaſt has aTinQure 
of it. The Deſire of b-ing well thought 
on and admii'd creeps into every Attt- 
JF: on ; thou canſt not do any thing, bur 
e there's ſti'] a comparing thy f<!t with 
+f > oth:rs, and this is a!moſt inſeparable 
> from an undue valuing thy felf, and a 
| 7 contempr of them : Thou canſt nor 
Jook up to Heaven, but thou haſt an 
7 > Eye fill upon Men ; and thy Heart is 
nf ever divided betwixt what thou do'ſt, 
i” and what others wi'l rhink, of thee. 
| © Thus haſt thou R-aſon to apprehend 
51> thy Lite tobe made up of a great Va- 
* ricty of Pride ; and that, even whilſt 
thou deſigned!y oppoſeſt ir, it never 
i | > quits thee, but on'y ſhifts jts Poſt. 
Conſider nexr, what thy Obedience 
15, and fee, how near it comes to what 
1 |* thou ſeem'ſt to Honor in the Bleſſed 
| © Virgin : Thou pretend'ſt ro keep the 
1 L1ws of God and of the Church ; bur 
« | how many Pretexts are found to dif- 
N pence with thy Compliance ? How far 
& | artthou wanting in the Preceprt of Cha- 
*| | rity to thy Neighbor, by pretending 
!* | | Reaſons to keep at a diſtance from 


p him, toomit all uſual Teſtimonies of 
i; | | ReſpeR, 


228 The Purifc ation. Ke. 
_ to Diminiſh his Repuratic+ 


with others, and even entertain a Br 
terneſs in thy Hearr againſt him * Hoy 7 
do'ſt thou offend againſt Juſtice, in & 7 
ceiving and over-reaching thy Neigh. 7 
bor, in refufing or delaying the Va. #* 
ment of juſt Debrs * How many Pre. 
rexts haſt thou to Tranſgrels the Bound: } 
of Truth, Temperance and Modeſt, 
and Negle& a!] rhe Rules of Or: 
and D:iciplin which belong to th 
Charge and Family ? How eaſily deb 
thou diſpence with theDuties of > n 3:} ® 
Holidays and Faſting * How man} * 
ſhifrs for putting by thy Prayers, ne} © 
letting the Sacraments, and omiting |? 
many other Obligations which Go 
and a Sincere Conſcience exatt fron 
thee ? IL it not a Confulionto thee, !r 
Refict how much Se'{-love. Intere”), 
and other Human Refpects, pres 21! cr 
thee, ro Smother all thy Reatons, that 
preſs thee co thy Duty * Cofider 1 
wel', and {zs, wherher 1n pretcnd'ng 
to Ce 'ebrate the Purification of the Vir 
gin 41, thou halt nor ſuſhcient Mo | 
tives to cblige thee to undert« ke th) 
own. Thou here obſerveſt, how muct 
thou waiiteſt of thoſe Ho'y D'ipoliti 
ons, which broughr the B Vurgin, 
this Day, to the Temple : And * 
(108 
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thou canſt never hope to obtain either 
Humility or Obedience to equal hers ; 
yer the great diſtance, that 15 betwixt 
thee and her, gives ſcope tothy Endea- 
vors, to advance many degrees be- 
yond what thou at preſent art. Tf it 
be not in thy Power entirely to Root 
out that Prides which 1s within thee, 
yet thou may'it Cur off many of its 
Branches ; thou may'ſt Cruth irs Fruit 
in the Bud, and prevent its coming to 
Maturity : It chou canſt not a!together 
hinder ics Subril Iniinuations, yer at 
their firſt Appearance, thou mayſt re- 
nounce them, and level all thy Pro- 
ceedings at a better Mark,than the gain- 
ing the eſteem of Men. And as for 
thoſe Rebellious Inchnations againſt 
God and his Law, which thou bring 
eſt into the World, can'irthou not ſupe 
preſs ther more than hitherto thou 
haſt done * May'ſt thou ' not proceed 
with gicater Sincereity in all thy Atti- 
ons, and not be ſo eatte in admitting 
grcundlefs Pretexrs fo -x<11% thee from 
thy Duty 7? Canit thou not be more 
Faithful 1n what God and thy State re- 
quire, without being aw'd by what 
the Worid will lay, or flatrer'd by 
$!0th and Seif-!ove, into Negle&t, O- 
miſhons and Difobediznce ? In theſe 

particu» 
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particulars thou haſt a Large File 
open before thee, wherein ro Work 
conſiderably upon thy ſe'f, and mike 
ſome Progreſs rowa' ds thar Put ificari. 
on, withour which thou cin'fe have 
no Advantage in this Days So'emnity, 
Bur in this thou canſt not pofſibly 
make any advance, bvt by f, kiag 
Chriſr for thy Light, who 1s this Day 
dec'/ar'd ro' be the Light of the 4s. 
tilzs, Tfchou follow'it him, he will 
be a Light ro thy Feet, and Condus 
the? into the Ways of True Humiiry 
and Obedience, who, in Submit 
fton to his Fathzr's Will, humbled him 
ſelf even to the Death of the Crols: 
By his He'p rhou wi't ſoon diſcover all 
the Frauds of thy 1 eracherons Nature, 
thou wi't Icarn to unma«k a'l rhoj- vain 
Pretexts, by which thou art ſo often mils 
led, and plainly diſtinguithed burwixt 
the Diſpenſations of Se F-!ove and Cor- 
ruptPractice,and theCommands of God. 
'Tis for want of this Light thou fo of- 
ren go'!t out of the Way,whiltr as in the 
Ablence of the Sun thou ſetteſt up 6 
cher Lizhts in his place; ſo in not ha- 
ving taz Light of Chrilt and his Ju- 
ſtice to direct thee, rhou ſubitricurelt in 
his place a Faiſ: Light, and a Faiſe Ju: 
frice, to be thy Guide: And to how 
many 
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| many unavoidable Dingers muſt thou 


be then expos'd, when the Way, thou 
art oblig'd to wa'k in, 1s ſovery Nar- 


row, and attended with Precipices on e- 
| very ſide * How canfſt thon here poſſibly 


go on with any (atery, when thou haſt 


* nothing before thee, bur Falſe Lights, 
| which Confound the Sight, and ofren 


'ind thy Eyes ? This is the true occa- 
fon of all the Errors, Injuſrices and 
Wickedneſs in the World, Men go 


' on in the moſt unwarrantable' Wave, 
| and they all have their Reaſons, which 


give thema ſort of Aſſurance and Sa- 
ticfaction, in what they do; they have 
a kind of Light which ever accompa- 
nies them, but they are not Sincere in 
examining, what Ligkr it is They 
are not So icitons fo rake Chriſt with 
them, and then the Enemy 1+ ready e- 
nough to offzr them Fa'fe Lights in 
his Place; and thcir -Decerrful Na 
tare is too ready in accepting them, be- 
cauſe theft: lead ro whar D'cates . h-:nce 
many raking bur one Fa'te Stepin the 
Jeginning, if 1s Ofren tollow'd with 
moſt D-itr ative Conlequences, whictk 
are almoſt Irrecoverab'e: And hence 
we fre a World a'moir entirely Cor- 
1up*,and even prezt Numb:rs of thoſe, 
who prerend to Salvation, living in the 

Practice 
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Praftice of daily Frauds, Injuſtice a1 Þ 
Opprefſions, in moſt Notorious Diſy; | 
ders of Prodigaility, Pride, S:If-!9;. |Þ 
and Intemperance, &-:. and vet all c.. 
nerally perſwading themlelves, thy 
things are well enough ; and thy; 
Blind and Deluded rthev go on, till th; 
enterance into Erernity opens thei: 
Eyes. And how wilt thou eſcape thi; 
Misfortune, being equally tubj-c t 
the ſame Miſery with others, of dec; 
ving thy ſe:f ? Thou halt no oth 
mean+ fo prevent it, but by making 
choice of that Divine Light which 1; 
this Day offer'd thee, even Chriit hin 
ſeif Beg therefore earneſtly, that hz 
wil! ever bea Light. to thee ; commi: 
thy ſelf ro his Condu&t ; have a ret 
Confidence in his Alliftance ; begin 
nothing without him ; ſubmit with 
Humility and Obedience to al! the 
Ways of his Commands and Provi- 
dence, and be ever on the watch, that 
no Conſideration of thy ſelf or tht 
World draw the out of this Way. 


Yr, Bla je 


8 


. . 


? 


St. Bluſins, February 3. 
2 Core I. 3, 7« Mat. 16. 24, 27: 
l. H E was Biſhop of Sebafe in Ar- 


»miain the Primitive Times, 
when Prelacy was the Recompence of 


t Virtue, and almoſt acertain Way to 


Martvrdom: The Buſineſs of his Life 
was the Care of his Flock, in which 
he Labor'd with a wonderful Zeal, for 
the diſcharging his own Conſcience, 
and ſupporting theirs amidſt the Dan- 


' gers of thole difficult Times : Pray, 


that this may be the Spirit of all the 
relates and Paſtors in Chriſt's Church, 
and make thy Addreſs to God in behalt 
ofthat People, who having preſerv'd 
Chriſtianity, are yet unhappily divt 
Jed from the Church. Pray for Union 
an4 Peace amongſt Chriſtians, that all 
Schiſms being heai'd, rhey may be all 
of One Spirit and one Mind. 

2. The Perſecution being very Se- 


; vere, tho' he earnely delir'd to ſuffer 


for Chriſt, yer he retir'd into a Cave, 
thit in that ſhelter he might be capa- 
bl: of giving ſome Aſſittance to his 
People : Where being dilcover'd, he 
was 
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was ſeiz'd by Azrice!lans Preſident ys 
der Diocle//an, and after many Te: 
ments, put to Death by the SwQ: 
Pray for Patience under all Trialsh-+[þ 
for thy felf and others : Pray t&:;}! 
may*'ſt Jearn the true PraQtice of r.F 
Ting 1n time of Perſecution andDang: F 
and remember the Perſecution « 
Friends is many times much gre 
than that of Enemies ; and that tha 
art oftner in danger from Flattery tha 
the Sword; and while the one thre 
tens thy Body, and the other thy Sou! | 
conſider whether in this there be nm} 
the greater Obligation of withdraw 
ing : Pray then for this Grace, tir Þ 
thou may'ſt be ever upon the watch 
in obſerving the many Snares and 0s 
caſions of Sin, into which thy mol 
Familiar Acquaintance draw the 
Happy thon, if thou chuſeſt rather t | 
lye hid, than expoſe thy ſelf ro danger: 
in this thou may*ſt difoblige Friends, F 
and provoke their Rajlery ; but thou 
wilt moſt certain!y pleaſe thy God, an! 
draw down plenty of Heavenly Bt 
ſings on thy Head ; and is not this the 
more Chriſtian part * 


St. Andrew Corfinns, Feb. 4 
"a F 7.1 44. and 45- Meat.25- 14, 23. 


n+ F#- TI N his Youthful Years, notwith- 
of ſtanding a Pious Education under 
exe [Yis Parents Care, he ran into great dif- 
th I $rders, and, like Samne''s Sons, had no 
tha Sgard tothe good Example and In- 
hr | Fruftion, that had been given him, 
6: [AT is what all Parents ought tro remem- 
er, that tho' giving good Education 
.. |Þ: their Duty, and the moſt aſſured 
the FVay to a Virtuous Life ; yer 'tis no 
ch [Security againſt Vice ; but then there 
0: [Ss this Comtort ſtill, that their Chil- 
nod [Erens Sins are none of theirs, in not be- 
hes Ing occalion'd thro' their Fault : 
rt [VV hereas thoſe Parents, who have been 
ver: [OFanTing in this Duty, cannot fee their 
ads, [Chiairen unhappy, but they muſt con- 
hoy ficemn ihemſelves ; and having Reaſon 
and [ito fear all this Misforune to be the 
el [Conſequence of their Negle&, they 
the [ycannot reckon themlelves Innocent, as 
long as they ſee them Guilty ; nor can 
they find any true Peace of Mind, till 
'by Prayers, and Tears, and untir'd En- 
deavors, th:y have either pe:iwaded 

them 
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them to reform, or at leaft dons (ire 
much on their parts, that they mx. S$:o 
Hope, God will accept ir in Expiatic: 8M: 
of their former Negle&. All ParerfMelt 
Care being ſo very great, Pray for the MG 
that they may faithfully diſchar ge thu {P0! 
Duty : Pray for their Comfort, w::{h: 
having comply'd with this Obligatia Þo 
have notwithſtanding the AfMiGtion n 
Extravagant Children : Pray tor «Jt 
Young Veople of both Sexes, that wy 
may not be deluded with Follies aJv 
Vanities, and for the reclaiming "| 
ſuch, who are unhappily "oY 
SIN. 
2. God having afrerwards touch! F 
| 


a 
{c 
his Heart, he renounc'd all his torms $$ 
Ways, and entering into a Religiou 
State, becanie an Example ot great Is} 
ty; and afrer ſome Years, was cho} 
Biſhop of -(ul.-; in which Charge #F 
with great Solicitude, labor'd to (-F 
fie all 3ts Obligations, and by a Liz 
Extraordinary Charity and Mo-rtikcatr 
on, gave Encouragement to all VirtuÞ 
An. 1373. Let no Sinners then be di 
courag'd, bur raiſe their Hopes in Got Þ 
who off:rs his 5race to all, and uponi 
Sincere Converfſion,never tail ro chan? 
Vell*ls of Weakneſs into Vellcls | 
Honor : He has Mercy to forgive ti: 
greats . 


S$:ovoking as a diſtruſt of his Goodneſs: 
lake then an A& ot Hope. tor thy 
IF:1t, with an Intire Confidence in thy 
od ; and Pray tor all thoſe Deje&ed 
Fouls, whoſe Immoderate Fears keep 
-FFhem at a diſtance trom him "Tis a 
ood Fear, which makes us Humble, 


:[&nd more Fervent in Prayer, upon the 
{Knowledge ot our Infirmity and Un- | 
[worthineſs ; but this Fear is abus'd, F 


then running to an Exceſs, it dif- 
ourages us in our Duty, and hinders 
s trom making any Progreſs. Pray for 
| a!l, that are thus indiſcreet, and for thy 
leit refolve and take care, that thy Fear 
never extinguiſh thy Hope. 


Agatha, Feoruary 5. 


1 Cor. 1. 26, 21. Afat. 19, 3, 12+ 


|'- A Virgin of Sicily, who being 
Solicited by all Arts tro com- 

| ply with the Wicked Deſires of the 
Governor, reſolutely withſtood chem 

| all, chuſing rather the Humility and 
! Contempt of the Goſpel, than the great 
'F Offers of Honor and Riches, that wan 
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made her : Pray for all that ate « 
pos'd te the like Temptations ; orey 
Grace is c:eceflary to ſtand againſt thes. 
thy Charity cannot be better emplo;'; 
than to beg in their behalf, wh 
are under rheſe Trials. Reſolve likz,) 
wiſe for thy ſelf, and thoſe under th 
Care, that Worldly Advantages ſtu 
never turn the Balance, in whaters 
choice thou art to make. *Tis heng 
many Ruin themſelves and Children, 
whilſt conſidering only what is like 
to make them Great or Rich, they han 
ſo little regard ro what is to make then 
Good and Happy, that they great 
expoſe this to the hazard, ſo they cu 
but ſecure the other. All theſe want th: 
Faith of Eternal thoſe Goods, which 6} 
rected this Holy Virgin in her choice; 
they want that Sincere Love of Go. |; 
which mov'd her to rug the Hazardc 
all that's Worldly, for the ſatisfying he: 
Duty, and ſecuring God to. her {: 
Pray, thou may'ſt always do ſo. 

2. Agatha being not to be wrough 
upon by Promiſes, ſhe is tri'd by Crutb 
ty ; ſhe is accus'd of _— Chriſtian; | 
and becauſe ſhe will not Worſhip and 
Sacrifice to Idols, is caſt into Priſon, 
put on the Rack, has her Breaſt Cn: 
off, is Broil'd on the Fire, and having} 
gon: þ 


> ——— 
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Y 
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one thro? all theſe Torments,at length 
iving up her Soul ro God, finiſhes a 
appy Martyrdom, A». 252. Pray for 
hi. Conſtancy of Spirit under all Tri- 
|-, be aſham'd to be ſo much our-done 
Sy a Tender Virgin, and Pray tor her 


th Faticnce. Pray for all thoſe, who 
ky | ranting Courage, are ready to fink un- 
vcr the weight of their Troubles ; 


fray, that God would be their Support, 
d ſend them Comfort ; that they may 
never loſe their Hope in him. Pray 
Or all thoſe, whoare now in their A+ 
ony, that they may Surrender their 
- [$ouls ro God with the Holy Diſpoſiti- 
© {Þn2s of this Saint. 


the 

EC TCERGITECRD van _ 

(0; % p 

o. St. Doro! by. February ©. 
ell 

he; Eccins 51. 13,17. Mat. 13. 44,52. 
als 

el! 


I, A Virgin of Cecſarea, who being 
apprehended under D:oclefian, 

16. {was deliver'd into the Hands of Two 
n; [3Siſters, who had forſaken the Faith of 
n{ [2 Chriſt, thar, by their Example and So- 
n, [{/icieations ſhe might be likewiſe per- 
1 | ſwaded to renounce him : But her Vir- 
og [/ fue ſo far prevail'd on , them, that they 
n:Þ return'd 
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return'd to their Faith, and D\'d My 4. 
tyrs. Pray for all thoſe, whoſe i!! (;; 
cumſtances put them in danger ot bein: 
ſeduc'd. Pray and uſe thy beſt end:;þþ 
vors, that by the Example of a Vit 
ous Life, thou may'ſt be a Light 3 
others to lead them to the TIrn. 
Good Example is more enlightnir; | 
and convincing than Arguments : A:;Þ* 
have a Care, that thy ill Morals wot” 
not a contrary EffeQ, in giving th 
Neighbors a diſlike of what thou P's | 
teſſeſt ; for they cannot expe& | 
great good from that. which they { | 
works fo little good in thee. | 
2. This Diſappointment enrag'd kt Þ 
Enemies againſt her, wheretore Ar | 
with great Conſtancy, pais'd thro' mz 
ny Tormenfs, ſhe was 2t izngth BÞ 
headed, and thus finiſh'd a GloricuF 
Martyrdom. Pray for Patience, whi:: [7 
thou ſo often wanteſt in thy frequer Þ* 
Trials : Pray for Courage ever to Þ 
on, notwithſtanding the many dirt J* 
ties thou meet'ſt. Take Care, not t: | 
draw Troubles on thy ſelf by doing I:; 
for ſuch Suffering is not eaſily Sans 


fi'd : Bur if thou ſuffer'ſt for any Goo! 
thou haſt done, keep up a good Spirit 
and rejoice in this, for this is a Chriſt 
an Suffering, and has the Promiſe of i| 

Bleſſing: 


md 
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"V4 Bleſſing; ſuch Suffering will cer- 


rainly be Crownd : See then, that b 
Murmuring or Impatience thou loſe 
not the Opportunity put into thy 
Hands. 


'. on * 7 _ 
St. Romuald, Feoruary 7. 
Ecc'nus 45. 1, 6, Mat. I9. 27, 29- 


I Servant of God, who after ſome 

tew Years ſpent in the common 
Diſorders of the World, at the Age of 
Twenty, touch'd with the Senſe ot his 
Offences, enter'd inte a Rehgious 
Houſe, with a deſign ot employing 
Forty Days, in bewailing his paſt Sins, 
and ſuing tor Mercy : But theſe Forty 
Days he lengthened into Three Years ot 
extraordinary Penance and Sanity. 
Learn hence to deſpair neither of thy 
{e't or others, tor Years ot Sin may 
be ſucceeded by a Lite of Virtue : The 
Grace of God is ſufficient; endeavor 
ſincerely ro obtain this for thy ſelt ; and 
ceaſe not to importune Heaven in Be- 
ha!t of thoſe, who ſeem to thee even 
paſt Recovery. But then learn, what 
kind ot Repentance is the proper Re- 

L mc:d\ 
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medy ot Habitual Sin : "Tis eaſie tor 
a Chriſtian in this Caſe to conceive x 
ſenſible Diſlike of his 11] Ways; he a; 
eaſily acknowledges his Guilt, and re- 
ſolves upon Amendment : But how ex 
ſily too does he return again, tor want 
ot takinga due Method for the Cure c> | 
thoſe Paſſions ; which being ſtrong); 
rooted in him, are the Cauſe of his Re. 
lapſes, and cannot be overcome 1n 2 
Moment 2 Habitual Indiſpoſitions of 
the Body cannot be cur'd by one Doſe. 
but require a Courſe ot. Phyſic ; and fo 
do thole of the Mind : And therfore 
the proper Method is that of chis Holz 
Pemitent ; 'tis finding ont ſome Retire- 
ment, where free trom all Occaſions, 
and by long Application to Prayer, Me. 
ditation and Reading, and the trequent 
Vilits of a Charitable DireCtor, a Per- 
ſon may thus have the Opportunity of 
Remedies proportion'd to the Diſeaſe 
By this way the moſt violent Paſſions 
may be overcome, and a true Chang: 
wrought in the Heart, without which 
there cannot poſſibly be a true Reper- 
tance. All the reſt is counterfeit ; 'tis 
only drawing a Skin over the Sore, and 
leaving Corruption _ within , which 
muſt neceſſarily break out again ; and 
hence he goes frequently to his vurgon 

ut 


+ F 
Ferruary 7. 242 


Mut is never cur'd. Tr were theretore 
ro be wiſh'd, theſe Spiritual Retrears 
were more praQt.s'd than they are ; thus 
there would be tewer Conteſtioas, but 
more Amendment. 

2. S. Romuald looking or: himlelf as 
unworthy of the many Cor.veniencey 
he found in the Monaſtery, refolv'd up- 
on a Lite of yet greater Auſterity, and 
therefore retir'd into a Defſart, where 


in rigorous Faſting with Bread and Wa» 


ter, almoſt perpetua) Silence and Pray- 
er, he liv'd ro the Age of an Hundred 
and Twenty Years, being there the 
Founder of the Ermites, call'd the Ca- 
maldulenſes, tho' not without great Dit- 
ficulties and Oppoſition, Ano 1027. 
Pray for this Spirit ot Penance; and 
tho* thou art not commanded to fol- 
low his Example, yet conſider, whether 
his Example be not a juſt Reproach to 
thy Niceneſs and Self. love, who, un- 
der the ſame Obligation of puniſhing 
thy Sins, induſtriouſly avoideſt every 


; thing, that mortifies, and art ſo far 
from condemning thy ſelt ro volunta- 
; ry Chaſtiſements, that by Diſpenſations 


or Contrivance, thou eludeſt all the 


 Pious Deſigns of the Church, even in 


thoſe Mortifications, which ſhe 
ſcribes for thy -_ Examin this Point 
2 in 
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in reference ro the time ot Lent now 
coming on: *Tis deſfign'd for Punih. 
ment of Sin, maſtering thy Diſorders, 
and one would think, the Senfe of thy 
paſt Crimes ſhould make it thy Interctt 
to render it effetual for this end ; and 
yet how many ways doſt thou find 
out to cor ply with the Letter ot the 
Law. and yet wholly truſtrate the prin 
cipal End of it, as it it were not to th; 
Purpoſe? How muck doſt thou take 
off trom the Uneaſineſs of Faſting, b; 
unnecetiſary Eating and Drinking inthe 
Morning, by immoderate Dinners, b: 
a Liberry ot Driaking in the Atternoon 
by exceeding in Collations, even in 
things moſt palatable, and with lirt!: 
Regard to what is allow'd? In fine 
how otten doſt thou ſo manage, not on- 
ly particular Faſting Days, but the 
whole time of Lent, that there's neither 
Puniſhment nor Selt-denial in it? And 
is not this a total Negle& of the Spirit 
of Penance, a Forgetting what thy Sins 
deſerve, and an Indifferency to all A 
mendment? *'Tis certainly forſaking 
the Goſpel, and the Method of the 
Saints; and how then canſt thou expett 
ro arrive at length to the ſame happy 
End, and be Companion with them in 
Bliſs ? Conſider it ſeriouſly, and pe) 

or 
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for Grace, to amend all thy falſe Steps 
in this Point. 


St. Fon de Matha, February &. 
Ecclus 31. 8, 11+ Luke 12. 35, 40. 


1. HE Founder of the Order of 

Trinitarians, inſtituted by him 
for the Redemption of Captives, Amo 
1213. Pray for all the Religious of this 
Holy Order, that they may taithfully 
comply with the Spirit of this Servant 
of God. 

2. Pray for all thoſe unhappy Chri- 
ſtians, who are in Slavery amongſt Infi- 
dels; where being expogd to great 
Dangers, thro' the want of all Spiritual 
Helps, they ſtand in need of thy Cha- 
rity: Pray for all that are in Priſon, 
thar God would be their Comfort, pre- 
ſerve them from the unuſual Contagion 
of thoſe Confinements, and give them 
Grace to ſanQifie their Sufferings ; and 
ſce, that thro' Paſſion, Malice, Re- 
venge, or Hardheartedneſs, rhou haſt 
no Hand in making any ſo unhappy. 

3. Pray for all that are Slaves to Sin. 
that by the Power of Divine Grace, 

on they 


246 St. John de Math, 
they may uſe Violence on themſelves; 
and break their Chains: And let it bs 
thy conſtant Care, never to be the O: 
caſion ot drawing any into this Stat: 
ot Miſery. Ill Example, and all Cer 
cupt Diſcourle, are therefore to be x 


voided ; for 'tis by theſe Eccourage. | 


ments the Piety of many is overthrown, 
and thou communicateſt thy Poylont» 
others, which they too often carry with 
them to their Grave: And howeve; 
in this Caſe, thou pretendeſt to reper:, 
yet by what poſſible Means canſt thoy 
meke Reparation tor the Injury thou 
haſt done * How wilt thou prevent their 
Condemnation from being thine too * 
"Tis a very perpiexing Cafe, and ſuch, 
T think, as ought to make Chriſtians 
much more cautious than they are, 
and rot lo ealte, in laying Snares be- 
fore their Bretl-r-n, tor the making 
them as gr-at Slaves as them-ives 
Lam-nr then the general Corrvprtion ©! 
Chriſtians in this Point, whoſe com- 
mon Meetings and Converſatio:1 ar? 
bur too often the Aſ:mbites of 54/32, 
and Schools for the propagating 0: Int 
quity; lament, J '1y, and veg id 


Mcrcy ; and it thc. art any ways cn 


cern'd, pray for Grace, and refolv2 up 
on Amendment; and remember the 
Charity 
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Charity of this Saint is the only Satisfa- 
&ion for whatever Injury thou haſt 
done to others : If thou haſt contribu- 
ted to draw any into Slavery, thou 
muſt labor for their Redemption, and 
be as couragious in this Work, as thou 
haſt been forward, in bringing on the 
Miſchiet. 


St. Apollonia, Feoruary 9. 
Eccluz51.1,8, and iz. Mat, 25.1,13-+ 


. A Virgo of Alexandria, who in 
the time of D-ci;z5 the Emperor, 
for refuſing to ſacrifice to Idols, had 
firſt her Teeth with Violence ſtruck 


out, and then was condemn'd to be 


burnt alive, it ſhe would not deny 
Chriſt, and accordingly was brought to 
the Fire; where having ſtood for 2a 
ſhort time, as it were deliberating, on 
the ſuddain, puſh'd on with a ſecret 
Violence ot the Holy Spirit, ſhe forc'd 
her ſelf out ofthe Executioner's Hands, 
and leap'd into the Flames, that were 
prepar*d for her, there off:ring her ſelf 
a Sacrifice to Chriſt, 4.mo 250. Pray tor 


her Courage in the Cauſe ot Chriſt and 
| L 4 his 


: 
| 
| 
| 
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his Truths ; and if thy Lite be not 4. 
manded, yet how often 1s it, that thy 
Intereſt, Convenience and Eaſe are ;- 
lome hazard on this Account 3 Ons 
ſide muſt yield, and thou muſt x. 
nounee either theſe for-Chriſt, or Chris 
tor theſe; and *ris the Spirit ot God «: 
the World muſt determine thy Choice; | 
Examin, which general'y commands in 
thy Heart. Thou may'ſt have the 0 
ter of conſiderable Advantages, of gr:z 
Gain or Preterment, of Liberties and 
Satistations; bur ir ſo falls our, th: 
are not conſiſtent with thy Duty t» 
God ; here's thy Trial : Pray tor Grace 
that as ofren as thou art reduc's 
theſe Streits, thou may*'ſt ſhew th: Sp; 
rit of this Saint, and leave all tor Ch: 
2. Pray, thou may'ſt Parrake of thy 
Holy Spirit, which carried her into tle 
Flames; the AGtion 15s to be admir' 
more than imitated; but in it ther 
ſeeſt the great Delire ſhe had of tuft: 
ing tor Chriſt, and at the ſame timedis 
covereſt, how !ittle thou haſt of the Sp: 
1: of thoſe Primitive Times. A'] the 
Occaſions of Suff-ring are equal'y nos 
the Grace and Gitts ot God, as it 
thoſe former Ages ; there's an Advzr- 
rage, and ſomething deſirable in them 
«to every Soul, animated with the Love 
; C: 


>. 


A 
x 
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of God ; let no Murmvrings then, or 
tmpatience, betray in thee a D:ſlike of 
what, 'tis thy Dury to embrace. Love 
of Quiet and Ele is generally Self: 
Jove; but a cheerful! Submiſhon to Per- 
ſecution, Tronbles and Pain, as the 
Appointments of God, is the Love of 
God ; "tis offering our ſelves a Sacri- 
fice If thou __ not ſeek the Occa- 
ſion, fail nor at leaſt to accept it, and 
go thro* with Patience. 


St. Scho/aſtica, February TO. 


A Holy Virgin, Siſter to St. Renedi?, 
who, as St. Gr-goryſays, was choſe 
from her Cradle to be a Victim, Holy 
and Agreeable to God. She liv'd for 
ſome Years in the World, but in ſuch 
a manner, as if it had been a Solitude 
ſhatting her Heart and Eyes from all its 
Charms,and not 'erting the. conſiderable 
Inheritance, which Fell to her, by ber 
Brother's forſaking the World, to 
make any Change in the Method of her 
Life, or in the Deſign ſhe had of going 
into a Retirement. Wherefore ſhe 
loon follow'd her Brother, chuſing a 
Ylace near his Monaſtery, where ſhe 

L 5 liv's 
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hiv'd in the Prattice of a general Se'f 
denial, even ſo, as never to ſee her Bro. 
ther but once a Year. Thus being a | 
Parrern of great Auſterity, and ot all 
Virtues to ſuch Pious Virgins, as had 
made choice of Retirement under he: 
Rule, fhe at length gave her happ; 
Soul into the Hands of God. Pray jp 
aliReligious,that the Spirit of this Saint 
may be preſerved amongſt them; that 
having retir'd from the World, the 
may not - find Pretexts to keep ye: 
a Commerce with it ; ſuch as is a Dif 
pation to them, and gives the Wor!? 
Occaſion to talk to their Reproach, 
This thy Charity will encourage them 
to return it with Encreaſe to thee, and 
for all, who are amidſt the Dangers cf 
the World, that thou maiſt be watch- 
ful in thy Converſation, careful, inno: 
letting the Blefſings of God turn thy 
Heart farther 'from him, and eve: 
mindtul, that Religious Duties are net 
only expeCted inthe Cloyſter, but muſt 
be the Exerciſe of all, that think in ear: 
neſt of Heaven. Pray thus for thy ſclt; 
and it this be not o Rule, remem- 
e 


' ber, thou art: not in the Way to Hap 
Yinels. 


dt. 


dt. 


, 
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% Saturnius. and other Mar- 
tyrs, February I. 


\ HO in the Perſecution of Dzocle- 

[ian and Maximian, being appre- 
hended in Africa on a Sunday, where 
they had aſſembled, to Celebrate that 
Day, contrary to the Edi& of the Ena- 
peror, and refuſing to deliver up their 
Bibles into the Hands of Heathens to 
be burnt, were tormented on the Rack, 
and had their Fleſh torn with Iron 
Hooks ; and being then caſt into Pri- 
fon, with a Guard ſer, that none might 
bring them Relief, they there died of 
their Wounds and Hunger ; together 
with a Holy Virgin, who made her 
Petition, to take part with theſe Mar- 
tyrs, rather than ſuffer the Violence 
offer'd to her Chaſtity, and her Faith. 
See what the Martyrs have ſuffer'd, ra- 
ther than negle& their Duty to God, 


; or betray his Cauſe. 'What haſt thou 


to anſwer, who in time of Peace, and 
amidſt the Opportunities of ſerving 
God, and learning the'Way to Hea- 
ven,by reading good Books, permitteſt 
Sloth and Idleneſs, and every Pretext of 
unneceſſary Bulineſs, to put by thats 

. DELLET 
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better Employments ? Canft thou think 
to ge to Heaven at thy Eaſe, which [5 
coſt theſe ſo Dear ? Theſe Examo's, o 
che Martyrs muſt either oblige thee ty 
greater Care, or be one Day thy Cop 
tuſton and Judgment. Pray therefor 
for Encreaſe of Grace; and when Slot 
or Corruption put Difhculties in thy 
'wey, let the Thoughts of their Tor 
ments inſpire thee with new Courage 
and Life ; for thus only canſt thou hep: 
't0 have part in their Glory. 


—— 


D9t. Melee 1s. Biſhop of Annu ct. 


February 12. 


HE was promoted to that See 1n the 
time of the Emperor Cor [11"iw, 
when,by the Tumulrsof the A. /97:, tht 

Eaſtern Church was in'Confufion ; an 
for abetring the Qrthodox Faith, vas 

by their Intereſt with the Empetcr. 

forc'd into Baniſhment ; but being + 

gain reſtor'd, he was again Lan 'd, 
and fo 2 third time. -He govern'd bi 

Flock with a remarkable Exemplarit\ ; 
and ſo oreat -was the Opinion of hi! 
SanQtity amongſt the People, that there 
\was ſcarce any other. Name given t© 
their 


> 4 
\#, 
K*Y . 
*'- 
; > | 
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«ir Children, but of Mel:rivs, He 
bmitted to the Orders of Providence 


'F $itha wonderful Reſignation, and at 


ngth Died at Conflantinople, being 


&al''d there ro the Firſt General Coun- 


4] aſſembled in that City. Give 
hanks tor the Zeal and Virtue of the 
; imirive Biſhops; it was by them 
hriſtianity was preſerv'd, and thou 
dw'ſ!t it ro their Sufferings, that thou 
rt now a Chriſtian. Obſerve now the 
Paſtors of the Church; Pray for all : 
Where thou obſerveſt a Zeal for Dif- 
Tip /inand Piety, It it have thy Com- 
mendation, and Pray for its encreaſe. 
AV here thouſeeſt a Worldly Spirit un- 
cr an Apoſtolic Profeſhon,let this move 
Thee to Compaſſion, and to Pray for 
an <i'ence, what thou canſt not ſpeak 
wt, without doing Injury to their Cha- 
rater Good Paſtors are a great Bleſ- 
Ming, and I] Ones are as great a Judp- 
Ement. It is the Sins of the People 
:draw this upon them, fee, thou haſt 
no part in provoking ſuch Public 
$COUrgeS 


Sr. "Ite- 
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St. Stephen, Abbot, Feb. 12, 


P®O*-2 in Italy, and having been x.[ 
. ouſly Educated, he refolv'd up" 


forſaking the Wor'd ; and for t& | 


made choice of a Deſart Mountain «© 
ver'd with Woods, where with 
'Boughs of Trees he made a $Si«]ter ; 
gainſt the Injury of the Weather, 
there liv'd in the PraGtice of great A 
ſrerities, of Watching, Praying ui 
Faſting, to the Age of Fourlcs:: 
when God call'd him to a better Liz 
about the Year 1126. If thou haſt ir 
faken the World, let thy Life manifs 
the choice thou haſt made; Retiremen 
has many Advantages, but no Securir; 


if thou art not Faithful ro what thu: | 


Profeſſeſt, thou wilt meet with _ 
Temptations, and may'ſt find at 1: 
2 deeper Hell, than others, who ha 
not ſuch Oppoitunities for gaining 2 
' better Life. If thou art in the World, 
walk with fear, becauſe thou art !n 
danger: Many things will offer 
ſeemingly Innocent, and yet will tak: 
thy Heart from God. -ifthou admireſt, 
what others have renounc'd, that they 
might fave their Souls, thou mult «i- 

e: 
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»r conclude them Raſh, or that thou 
t oblig'd ro be very Cautious, how 


ou go''t on. Thou mult endeavor 
ſeparate thy Heart from the World; 


- therwiſe, this will ſeparare it from 


od, and how then will it ever cone 
the PoſlefTion of him. 


St. Vatentine, February 14. 


| : 
: W:/4.10, 10, 14. Mat. 10. 34, 42- 


F E was a Prieſt, and liv'd -at 
Rowe in the Third Age after 
Chriſt, under C/andins II Emperor, 
'here having employ'd his Charity in 
nſtruQting the Ignorant and Helping 
The Sick, he was Apprehended, and at- 
a:r other Torments, put to Death by 


Ai: Sword. Pizy for all of his Cha- 


Tater; they have a great Charge, and 
Tequire a powerful affiſtance of Hea« 
'venly Grace ro be Faithful in it. Pray 
*thit thoſe, who have undertaken ic, 
| may foHow the Charity of this Saint, 
-and ſpareno Pains in Inſtrutting the 
Tonorant and Aſſiſting the Sick, that 
{0 none may Periſh thro' their Neg- 
le&. The Corruption and Ignorance 


56 'St. Vulentine, | 
ef the World make their Labors wy 
leſs; ſo that ſeeking Reſt and Fifi 


Inconſiſtent with their Stare; ard v1 
long as there are any want of tha 


' 


& 


He'p, they can never tru!y ſay, Thy 
have nothing to do. 'Beg therein 
for them Patience, Zea!, Longanimin 
and Perſeverance, for rhey wan: | 
thou canſt ask of this kind. 

2. *Tis thought, th: Charity of th 
Saint has given a beginning to th 


Cuſtom of Chuſing Valentines, for + | 


Encouragement to Chriſtians, of gi-in; 
a Mutual Help to one another » 
Prayer and other good Works. If the 
obſerveſt this Cuſtom, perform tY 
Charity, but fee, that no Abuſe « 
Senſuality be promoted under this (: 
ver; for there can beno greater Pro 
vocation, than to proſtitute Hoi 
things, and make them Serviceable t: 
thy Corruption. Truſt not then th 
faireſt Pretext of Piety, when it is te 
the Improvinga more than Ordinin 
Familiarity ; for this Evil is oftentims 
the more dangerous, when the Occa\- 
on of it is leſs ro be ſuſprRed: "Ty 


by this Way well-meaning Chriſtin 


are inſenſibly brought into great Snares 
while under the Color of tkarning th 
ay to Heaven, they.unwarily ſtreng 


then 
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hen their own Paſſions, and beginning 
-ith the Spirit, too often end in the 
leſh. Pe charitable then to all, but 


| Sdmit of Familiarity with none ; "tis 


he Advice of » K-mpus, and will prove 


Aby beſt Security in thy weakeſt Part. 


— 


$S. F11Ntinus and Foveta, Feb.15. 


Hcbe 10. 32, 33. Mat. 24. 3, 13- 


2. £ Karol Brothers, who by their Zea- 


lous Labors in Converting ma- 
ny Infide!s to the Chriſtian Faith, drew 
Sthe Fnry of Unbelievers upon them, 
S$by whom they were Apprehended, Ex- 
*poS'd to Wild Beaſts, Caſt into the 
* Fire and Sea; bur being Miraculouſly 

deliver'd, after many Prmnnts, they 
7 were at Jength Beheaded, and thus ft- 
nilh'd a Glorions Martyrdom, .. 121. 
: Pray tor their Conſtancy, their Cou- 
} rage and Patience; and fince God 
? leads his moſt Faithful! Servants thro” 

ſuch diflicult Ways, oughr'ſt not thou 
: offer thy ſeif with Patience to go thro" 

thoſe difhculties he appoints for thee * 
+ What are all thy Troubles, if com- 
' par'd with theirs * Thou would't 
waillings 
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willingly come at length to the fr, 
Crown ; but thou woull'ſt have it ax 
eaſie Rate: And whit is this, bu: 
effeR of Self-love, a Love of Eaſe +: 
_ here, without a true Senſe or Fi 
ef thar Eternal Reſt, that is tocons {3 
and can this Self-Jove ever bring th« 1 
the Poſſeſſion of him, who requs 
Self-demial, as an -indiſpenſible Cork 
tion in all thoſe, who pretend to & 
low him? Conſider then ſeriouſly, wiz 
It 15 thou pretend'ſt to, and if it be » 
Heaven, remember, Patience, Hun: }} 
lity and Submiſſion to the Will of Go! 
ere the Goſpel-way to it ; the time « 
PraQtiſing theſe, is in time of Prov 
cations, Perſecutions, Troubles, Di: 
ficulties, Diſappointments and Diſtrel 
and if in theſe Circumſtances thon +} 
gardeſt little what God requires, butir F 
dulgeſt thy own Paſſions, is not th 
putting thy ſelfout of the Way oft: 
ven, and negleQting thoſe Opportui 
ties, which he puts into thy Hand, 
and if well made uſe of, might be ti: 
purchaſe of it ? Reſolve now on a bette 
Method , on a Method of Suffering 
with Humility and Patience, as oftenu 
God ſhall call thee tothe Trial. Trul 
in him, and be Confident, that he that 
*trengthen'd the Martyrs, will alſo be 
(ey! 
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y Helper, either in delivering thee 
m thy Troubles, or giving thee 
race to go taro' them ; and leave 1t 
him, to do what he knows beſt for 


zee. 

2. Pray forall that are under Trou- 
&s, whether Temporal or Spiritual, 
jar God would be their ProteQtor 
d Comfort, and ſtrengthen them a- 
ainſt all Temptations or Impatience 
d Diltruſt . rhy Charity to them 
ow may bring Reliet ro thee, when 1t 
mes to thy turn. 


-” O— 


vt. Zaltana, Martyr. Feb. 16. 


\ Holy Virgin of Nicomed's, vho, 
in the Perſecution of Macingung, 
10t conlentiag to iviarrya certain (0- 
ernur, a Heathen, drew unon her che 
Iury of her Idolatrous Fatner, and 
Iikewite of lim, who linv Courted her 
[iro Marr '.e; who fruding her not to 

be prevait'd on by all che Flateries they 
con'd vropole + commanded her by Or- 
{der of ſuſtice, to be Hung up by the 


Hair, to be Cruelly Scourg'd, to be 


Tormented with Hort P'ates of Iron, 20 
« 
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be Caſt into a Furnace, and intoByj!; | 
Oyl; and being miraculouſly preſe;/; 
ſhe was at length Beheaded, x:4Þ 
brought tothe PoſſeMon of her If 
venly Spouſe. And art not thoy "] 
taught, how much thou att to Viy 
thy Faith, and not to put this to % 
Hazard, upon any Conſideration 
World can offer thee ? Is not hen; 
Condemnation of their Method, vv 
in diſpoſing of themſelves or Chill 
look about for Worldly Advantzgs« 
Titles, State or Preferments, and |: 
theſe Determine their Choice, as! 
Marriage, Profeſſion or Service, wt» 
out any regard to the Hazard they 
of that which :is moſt valuable, ant! | 
the only thing above all to be coniiz} 
red? This is not according to thzGoſpe 
which Commands, before all things, th 
ſeeking the Kingdom of God and oF 
of xnrioe, and to venture every thi 
eſides for ſecuring this. Retolve 1 
make this thy Rule for thy (elt and # 
that belong to thee. If thou ut! 
loſer by it, remember, that ſuch La 
will be thy greateſt Gain. 'Tis ts 
Loſs of the Martyrs, and will 
then thy Gain be the ſame 7 


»1! 


Cr. Tit 


1 St. Theodulius, Martyr, Feb. 17. 


il | 
| 4 N E belonging to the Family of 


Firmili anus Preſident of Palesi:;n, 


\ 1 Wthe Third Age, who in his Old Age, 
+ Wov'd by the faviacidle Patience of the 
nn {Wartyrs, being put ro Death by his 
vw} Waſter's Order, believ'd in Chiiſt, and 
4, | Ws fo Zealoas in his Reſpe&t ro ſuch 
«(© were Perſecnted, that he was Con- 
1 ,1@mn'd by his Maſter cothe Croſs, on 
x {Which he ſuffer'd a glorious Martyr- 
vm, Rejoicing in the Honor that was 
- » | @ne him, and Praifing God for thoſe 
nd; [Yb aricable Offices, which had brought 
nb m to this Happy End. *Tis often ſo 
of der'd by Providence, that the beſt 
«1 opolals fall with an unexpeRted 
d a BF <ight upon the Undertakers; and 
this Har Chriſtians, by doing good to 0- 
Py | 0p draw great Inconveniencies on 
iemſelves. 'Tis this Apprehenſion 

1rt ; | $i{courages many from Executing ver 
LiÞFious Deſigns,and their being once Du- 
+ | $ppointed puts them by the moſt Com- 
ng 


endable Propoſals But this is no- 
ing butImpatience and Cowardice dif- 
Euis'd under the Name of Diſcretion, 


Therefore are not to be conſulted. The 
T.+8 better 


242 St. SIMON, 


berrer Rule, is rather to embrace « 
preſent Occaſion offer'd for 0 
good, and then to depend ſo much of 
the Divine ConduQ, as to leave th 
Conſequence to Providence. If | 
ſucceeds well, bleſs God for it; wk 
if otherwiſe, embrace the Inconrn{@! 
ence; and 1f this be done with 
miſſion and Patience, thy Difappor 
ment will be no Loſs. Thus th 
may'ſt come to be call'd Fool; b 
"tis a Folly more Valuable than ths 
Wiſdom, who by a pretended For 
Gght are roo Cautious in doing Good 


St. Szmeon, February 16. 


Jam. 1. 12, 18. Luk. 14. 26, 33. 


A E was Succeſſor of S. Jam 1 
the See of feruialem, and % 
cond E:fhop of that Place, being Sonu 
Cleophas, a Prelate eminent in Santin 
and Zeal, and was therefore ſeiz'lb 
the Zews, and Crucified at the Age df 
an Hundred and Twenty Years ; bei 
one of the laſt of thoſe who had ſe 
Chriſt on Earth. Pray for that un 
happy City, which being Obſtinate 2 


gant 


| F ebr tary 13. | 
inſt the Mercies of Chriſt, has drawn 
"Wing Miſeries on it felt : Confider 
Sc many Bleſſings thou haſt receiv'd, 
2F@d the Offers of Grace, that have been 
[fade thee; and ſee, that by NegleR, 
«{W@pntempt and Ingratitude, thou pro- 
Sie nor the Divine Juſtice againſt 
ee: The Abuſe of Mercies brings a 
eavy account after it, and often en- 
ils Miſery on Generations. Refle& 
2 thy Temporal and Spiritual Ble(- 
gs, and fee in what degree thou re- 
reſt them to the Giver, and Pray 
_ Amendment of all paſt A- 
eS. 
* 2. Pray for all the Paſtors of 


triſt's Church, that Gy may Inherit 


e Spirit of this Holy Prelate ; Pray 
r him in particuiar under whoſe 
are thou art: And fince there's no li- 
ing in this World without Suffering, 
member to embrace thoſe with Joy, 
hich are the Conſequence of a Faith- 
Þl diſcharge of thy Duty : Follow In- 
ocence and Juſtice, for however they 
2y be ofren Prejudial to rhy Tem 
al Concerns ; yet never think thy ſelf 
:04 loſer, as long as there's an Everlaft- 
Þig Bleſſing attending them. What if 
| {en judge and ſpeak ill of thee;be con- 
tented, that Ged is the Witneſs of thy 
Fidelity. 


264 Many Holy Ermis. 


Fidelity. "Tis much better to (4s.} 
for Juſtice, than to Rejoice? in the Fry; 
of Iniquity. The''s the Goſpel.ryy 
which thoa Profeſleſt ; the other i5%Þ 
Way ofthe World, which thou art 6 
lig'd to renounce : Pray for Grz 
that thou may*'ſt be Faithful in ww 
thou haſt undertaken : Pray for all G- 
ſtians, that they may renounce wiz 
1s Corrupt, and be True to. the Go; 
whatever it coſts them. 


pmmon—_— 


Many Holy Ermts, Mani 
Feb. 19. 


Yo, as, in the Fifth Century, :F: 
ving in the Deſfarts of Pal: þ 
parated from the World, and fromiF 
Converſation, beſides that of Gr 
were Muther'd by the Saracen, wu 
by their Cruelty made fo many % 
crifices to God. Is it not ſtag 
that theſe, who had renounc'd all tt 
Goods of this Life, ſhould not be mn 
Exempt from the Evils of it ? Butf 
is the Order of Providence, that whit 
the Wicked are often Puniſh'd here it 
their Iniquities, the Fuſt coo have the 
Scourges, either for the Trial of the 

Fidel 
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Fidelity, or to render their Crown 
more Glorious. If theſe come to be 
thy Portion, be not Deje&ed, nor too 
olitive in concluding them to be the 
ER of God's Anger, {ince there are 
Scourges of Mercy, as well as of Ju- 
ſNtice ; bur accept them with a Peaceable 
Mind, uling thy belt and continued 
Endeavor for moderating a'l Impati- 
ence and Fears, and ſupprefiing thoſe 
# Thoughts, which too curiouſly Search 
into the Counſe!s of God. Leave itto 
© him, to order as he knows beſt 3 with 
* an Aflurance, that it 1s imthy Power to 
turn them to thy Advantage. It thou 
© art in Sin, let them be a Morive to thy 
* Amendment ; it thou canſt diſcover 
no known diſorder in thy Lite, lookon 
Chriſt and his Martyrs, and learn trom 
them, how rhou art to fuffer, and thus 
thou canſt nor fail ofturning all to thy 
good, in finding Ever'aſting Joy the 
Fruit of ſuch Sorrow. 


Many Martyrs, Fe. 20. 
N 45:4 and Egypt under Drocleſian, 
whoſe Number was ſo great, that 
their Names are known only to God. 


Es 9 41 


266 Many Martyr, 
Enſebius in his Hiſtory relates, that 12 
was Witneſs of many of their Suffer. | 
ings ; that he ſaw theſe Holy Martz, F 
going from one Torment to anothe: 
without Terror or Dejc&tion, but 
ther gaining Strength trom their Tor. 
tures + thar he faw Young Men in th: 
Amphichearre waiting for Wild Beaſt, 
and yet with their Eyes and Heart < 
fixt on God, as rot to move, whzn 
Lions came Roaring with open Mecut)s 
to devour them. Thus by Fr, 
Sword and Beaſts, Infinit Number 
were cffer'd a Holy Sacrifice to Gd 
And what canſt thou fay for thy elf? 
Haſt thou Courage for theſe Tria!:? 
Or muſt thou with Shame Conftels, th F? 
thy Patience is worlted in the Common F* 
Difficu'ties of Life, and that, upon B$ 
Ordinary Diſappointments in thy 
or others, thou art Tempted to thros 
up the Cauſe ? What then ought to be 
thy Buſineſs this Day ; but ro Lament 
ſeriouſly thy Weakneſs before God, 
and Importune him to give thee a bt 
ter Spirit? It Troubles are the T11:s 
ot the Juſt, and the Scourge of the Sin» | 
ner; on what grounds canſt thou Hope 
to be Exempt? And it ſubmitting to | 
them with Patience be the Way to Her 
ven, when art thouto begin to = 
this 


— 


wr 4 pos. aft Ew, _—_ ho 
= = 
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# this Advantage of them? Pray fo! 
3 what thou wanteſt, and it thon art in 
F earneſt, take ſome Pains to ſtand thy 
ground, and be not blown down wit 
Eevery Breath, who ought'ſt not to 
[3 ſhrink at Lions. 


I 

RRM RIES" 15 
| 

. St. Severinus, Martyr, Feb 21. 
, *Dlhop of Scy:hopolis, who being a 
F DJ 7ealous Aſſerter of the Orthodox 


: | Faith againſt the Errors of Eutyches, 
.: | das by the Violence of his Followers 
+ | made a Sacrifice to their furious Zeal. 
| {The Commendation of this Prelate 
-as his Courage, at a time, when 
lereſie had ſo Animated the People, 
hat there needed no other Crime, 
han to own the Truth, nor any other 
Executioner than their Rage. Bute 
his was no Terror to him, who knew 
. Fithe Vitory he had in Dying for Truth. 
ive thanks for thatGrace, which diſtin- 
puiſh'd this Paſtor from ſo many others 
At that time, who from the Cloyſter 
3nd the Dcfart took part with Error; 
nd upon this Proſpet beg Grace to 
ake $Eftabliſh thee againſt all ſuchWeakaeſs : 
this Bla their falling, thou may'ſt ſee what 

| M 2 thou 
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thou art, and how great thy Depen- 
dance ought to be on heaven!y Strength. 
Bur remenmber, there is as certain 
Damnation in forſaking the Command. 
ments, 25 the Creed ; and that thy Zeal 
for one will be no Advantage, it thou 
Tranl(g ref{:ft the other. What then if 
thy Faith be Sound; is thy Zeal for 
Virtue ſo too ? Poth ar® equally the 
Precepts of the Goſpel; if thou take? 
part with Vice, and giveſt Encourage 
ment to it by thy i1l Example, thou 
art at War with Heaven ; and what 
Comfort will it be in Hell, if thou 
art Damn'd for Sin, and not for Obſti 
nacy in Error ? 


t. Peter's Chair at Anic. 
February 27 


a *«* 


1 Pet. 1.1, 7- Mat. 16.1}, 19. 


I. Day in Memory of $. Peter fi 

A ing his Epiſcopal See at #nticc!, 
where, as S. Luke ſays, the Follow! i 
of Chriſt were firſt call'd Chriſtians 
Give Thanks for the propagation ©: 
the Goſpel amongſt the Genz:/;,and pri}; 
it may be ſtill more and more enlarg © 

to: 
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for the enlightning all thoſe, who fit 
in Darkneſs,and know not God. Pray 1n 
particular for the People of the Eaſt ; 
their Miſery is great under the Trrksr, 
eſpecially in having the Children of 
their Bowels violently taken fromthem, 
to be bred up in all the Errors of Ma/o- 
»ct, and become the greateſt Scourge 
of Chriſtendom. ; . 

2. Pray for ali the Prelates in Chriſt's 
Church, that as they ſucceed the A- 
poſtles, ſo they may be Animated with 
an Apoſtolic Spirit, in renouncing the 
World and its Ways, and applying 
themſelves wholly to the good of their 
Flock. Pray, that none may be admitted 


to that Dignity, but ſuch as are truly 
e 


qualifi:zd for the Charge, and call'd of 
God, as the Apoſtles were. In this all 
Chriſtians are concern'd, and there- 
fore it ought ro be a daily part of their 
Prayers. Pray likewiſe for the Church, 
for its Eſtabliſhment in Peace and U- 
nity, for the Remedying all Abuſes, 
Errors and Schiſms, that there may 
be one Paſtor, and one Fold. 


V igil of St. Marhzas, Feb. 23.07 2, 


Eeclus 44.26. and 45. 10. 70. 15.12, 16, 


"i I'S a Day of Preparation for the 
following Feſtival, and ſuch « 
expeCt the Favors of Heaven, ars re- 

uir'd to fit themſelves for them 

ur great Indiſpoſitions are Pride and 
Self-love, and theſe are beſt cur'd by 
Faſting and Humiliation. Faſt then 
ſo, that there may be ſome Selt-denial 
in what thou do'ſt ; and if thou an 
juſtly Exempted from this Obligation, 
there are other Mortifications ; by 
which thou may'ſt anſwer the Delign 
of the Church. Make it not at leaſt x 
Day of Liberty and Diverſion, but let 
theſe give Place tro RecolleQion aid 
Prayer. 

Ir being alſo the Day of S. Mi!» 
Daughter to Me-rvald King of the M+- 
c:an;, Who out of a wonderful Senſe ot 
God's Mercy towards her, in bringing 
her from Heatheniſm to the Cathoic 
Faith, Founded a Monaſtery, wher: 
ſhe liv'd retir'd Sixty Years, an Ex 
ample of wonderful Piety, and then 
gB2VE up her Soul to God, Av. 7:3. 
Learn 
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Learn from her, what thy Acknow- 
!:dgments ought to be for whatever 
Mercies thou haſt receiv'd ; for if thou 
* do'ſt not make the return of them to 
Heaven ina Life of Virtue, thoſe very 
* Mercies will prove thy greater Con- 
* demnation. Pray for thy Country, and 

all thar are m Error ; if thy Charity 
| does not daily extend to theſe, "ris a 
Sign, thou haſt not a true Senſe of 
the Mercy God has done for thee. 


—_— 


St. Mathias, Feb. 24, or 25. 
AF.1. 15, 26. Mat. 11.25, JO. 


1. [| } E was an Apoſtle: Pray for all 
* 2 that are call'd ro that Holy 
FunQtion. 

2- He was choſen by Heaven : Pray 
that all of that Charater may be the 
choice of Heaven. 

2. He was choſento fill the Place of 
Judas: Conceive an humble diſtruſt of 
thy ſelf, and Tremble at the fall of an 
Apoſtle ; Pray for Heavenly Strength, 
that by ic thou may'ſt be ſecur'd a- 
_ the Sad Effe&s of Human Weak- 
neſs. 

Fulas having faln from the Apo- 
ſtleſhip, Qane is to be choſen to fill his 

M 4 place, 


RE 
p'ace.Two are propos'd,%/ph call'd bar. 
jabas,lirnam'd the Juſt,and Mathia;:The 

- Apoſtles join in Prayer, and beg of Ged 
to determin the Perſon, and the Lot ie! 
upon Ma'h/ z;, and hs was number'd 2- 
monegſt the Elever. Anexcellent Method 
and DireQion left ro a'l ſucceeding A- 
ges,tor the choice of Perſons to Ecclef4- 
ſtical FunQions, and contains, Firſt, x 
Condemnation of their PraQice, who, 
upon the News ot any Vacancy, mak: 
uſe of all Arts and Means to thu! 
themſelves into it ; who wait not til 
they are Call'd by thofe ro whom it be. 
longs: but by Friends and Favor en- 
deavor to make ſuch an Intereſt, where- 

' by they may be call'd and prceterr'd to 
all others. Secondly, it Reflects with 
as ſevere a Cenſure upon all thote 
who having the P:eſentation in the 
own Hands, :r-:10t at all So'icirous to 
look out for the Perlon, whole Qua! 
fications render him moſt capable 
the Charge ; but only conſider, how 

| 4 their own Iatereſt lies, and which 

/ Way ſo to place the Favor, that 1t may 

be molt ſerviceable, not to the gocd 
oi the Church or Flock, but ro rhe: 

own Private Concerns. Hence 1t 15. 

ſon'e Relation or Nephew is to tt 

gratiicd, ſome Child to be diſpos'd ot 
and 
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and if there be none of theſe, the OF 
f-r is made to ſuch a Friend, from 
whom there is the Proſpe&t of ſome 
Advantage Now all this is a Contra- 
diction to the Method lett us by the 
Apoſtles, and to all the Goſpel pre- 
ſcribes For as to thoſe, who of- 
fer themſelves, and ſolicit for Benefices, 
their endeavor is to fix the Lot on 
themſelves, and prevent all the Deter- 
mination of Heaven ; they wait not to 
be call'd by God, as 4arn was, but take 
the Honor to themſelves; they ſtay not 
to be choſen by Chriſt, as the Apoſtles 
were, but thruſt themſelves into the 
Number. And as for the others, 'tis 
evident how unjuſiitable their Pro- 
ceeding 1s, who regardleſs of all Dt» 
vine Direftion, ſay not to God, with 
the Apoſtles Oſtenae quem elegeris ; ſhew, 
whom thou haſt choſen ; bur have their 
Eye only on Human Mottves, and 
conſult their Intereſt for their coming 
to a Reſolution. And isit not hence, 
the Church is ſo ill provided of Mini- 
ſters, and ſuch Perſons preferr'd to Be- 
nefices, who make the Revenues more 
their Bulineſs than their Charge ? And 
to whoſe account muſt all the 111 Con- 
ſequences and Scandals of fuch Pro- 
cerdings be placed ; but to thoſe, who 

M 5 Inverting 
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Inverting the Order of the Apofiles, 
take no Care to provide a M1 ; 


jt cc 
the Fall of a 7u4as, but ever run th: tc 
Hazard of filling the Place of one };- m 
4a; With anothet ? al 
There are other ill Conſequences « A 
this . ..due Method, tho' in a lefler Con tl 
cern ; as in thoſe, who are left in y 
Truſt for nominating and ſupplying Bs 
of Funds; and in the choice of Par T1 
ſons for Places of Truſt. For whereas / 
all choſe, who are thus Intruſted, have - 
an Obligation ot Juſtice, to uſe their l 
beſt Diligence in providing Perſons I © 
quakfied for anſwering the defign of ſ 
the Truſt; how very few are there, ; 
who have any regard to this Rule «& | 
Fuftice ; whiſt in all Nominations, | 
they generally conſider their own Ad- 
vantage, and let Relations or Interett 


ever determin their choice ? In thi: 
Point there are very great Abuſes, and 
moſt intolerable Injuſtices commirted, 
nor only in miſapplying the Charity 
of P;ousChriſtians,and depriving thei 
of the Benefit, for whom ir was intend- 
ed, but even expoling the very Tiults 
themſelyesrto all the Injuries of Cove- 
toulneſsand Kapin, In which Method 
there is a great Weakneſs, if not Wick- 
<dnefs of Man, who being oblig'd to 
coulul 
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conſult God in all he does, and to folic 
for his Grace and DireCtion, that he 
may refer all ro his Honor and Glory, 
and ever make this the End ot all hrs 
 Attions; ſhuts his Eyes againſt all 
this Light, and conſidering only ſome 
Privats Intereſt or Advantage, drives 
wholly at this, making here the Cen- 
treof all his Thoughts and Attions. 
And what wonder after this, it Chriſti- 
ans meet with fo many Miſcarriages, 
ſee ſo very little Fruit of Pious Donati- 
ons and Inſtitutions, and that there are 
ſo many Abuſes in all Public Employs, 
both in Church and State; when Ju- 
ſrice and Duty are ſo genera'ly neg- 
ted, God ſo commonly left our, and 
a'l things manag'd by the direQtioa of 
Private Gain and Iatereſr ? 

'Tis this is the Root of the greateſc 
Diſorders, Corruptions and Injuſtices 
in the World, becauſe there are but 
few of any Public and Generous Spi- 
rit, who undertake and carry on things 
upon Principles of Duty and Juſtice, 
with regard to God's Honor and their 
own Eternal Good : The greateſt part 
of Men are generally Frere on by 
thoſe baſer Motives of ſeeking them- 
ſelves; and when they cannot make 
things ſerviceable to this End, are moſt 
Erie 


9576 St. Mathias. 


criminal'y Negligent, and 'et the C1 
ſrarve, when they cannot thrive by i: 
Thus either open or a ſecret Core 
touſneſs is at the Root of all Fvi's; it 
was that which caſt fd: from his A. 
poſtleſhip, and carry'd him to the be. 
traying his Maſter ; and 'ris that, which 
ought to make a!l Chriſtians very jew 
lous of themſelves, and ofal! their Vro- 
ceedings, effe:ially where Cain and 
Money 1s in the Caſe, Fortho' he mul: 
rave renounc'd al! Principles oft He 
no», Honeſty and Juttice, who Steals, 
and deſignedly Wrengs his Neighbor; 
Yer there are ſo many Diſguiz'd Reb 
beries, and Pa'liated Injuirices ; tha! 
rrulya Man mutt have a very powerful 
Influenceof Sincerity, Truth and Vrr 
rue, to eſcapes being drawn 1nto their 
Snares : For Self-joveisfo very Subt! 
and Inzeniou+ in finding ovt Reaton: 
favorable ro what it deiires, that with 
out great Caution, ir micniibly leads 
Men, under the Cover of prerendet 
Righr and uftice, into Variety «© 
Frauds anii Oppreſtions $ fo that ever 
thoſe, whouhave an abhorrence ol a | ſuch 
unworthy Froce-dings in their Neth 
ors, a1e but roo often, thro' an affected 
Partialicy, carried beyond all what thes 
havebefore condemn'd in others ; and 


whey 


oe 

when theic Ations come more particu- 
il; to be look'd into, are found to 
have Jone ſuch things, which raiſe 
wonder inal! Sober Men, to think how 
Perſons, otherwiſe ot ſuch good Prin- 
ciples, ſhould be brought to conſent to 
what 15 ſo mtan, unworthy, and ofren 
unjuſt to their Neighbors. This Mo- 
ney-marter therefore, I take to be fo 
dangerous, thar no Body can paſs for ſe- 
cure, who has not bzen try'd; and 
the Falling of fomany, ought to oblige 
a'l others to a more than ordinary-Care 
when they come info the Occafions of 
the Itke danger ; that ſo no Motives 
of Private Intereſt; however fairly 
Painted over, miv be able to draw 
them tron: he Obligations of Truth 
and Julſcice. 

So that the Leſſon of this Davy, tho? 
principally diretted to Eccleſiaſrics, 
and ſuch as have the Righr of Preſenta- 
tions, comes however to be the Com- 
mon Concern of all, as far as they are 
intuſted with Money-affairs ; as of 
the Wite in regard tothe Husband, of 
(.hi'dren to their Parents, of Stewards 
end a:! manner ot Servants to their 
Mafrcrs, oft Lawyers to their Clients, 
et Q-crihers and Collettors ro the Poor; 
t'nally, of as many as have any fort ot 

T ruf:, 


A " F-2 » 
A» #» by » £72 #1 (71, 


Truſt, in Relation ro what they hw 
undertaken ; there being none of che 
but what are und-r a creat Tie of Fils 
lity and Juſtice, and are expos'd ty 
many Temptations of Tranſgrefſirg 
Their Bounds. Hz-re then, - «; «©. 
fimat ſe fave, videa! m2 cart; Ln 
him that thinks he ſtands, fee he dos 
nor fall ; ler all beg for a powerful 
Aſhſtance of Grace, to ſupport then 
againſt the Power of Private Intertf, 
that ſo they may be able to give anc 
count of their Stewardſhip. And be 
cauſe there is a Jike danger in a'l other 
Chriſtian Duties, and there's no Secu- 
rity, as S. Bernard obſerves, either in 
Heaven, or Paradiſe, or on Earth; be- 
cauſe the Angels fell from Heaven, -- 
adam from Paradiſe, and 7udas from the 
School of Chriſt ; let the Memory of 
this Day inſpirea!l with a diſtruſt of 
themſelves, and put them on Working 
out their Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, and moſt earneſt'y on Im- 
portuning him to their Alliſtance, 
whoſe Grace alone is able ro ſecure them 
- or the Dangers of their own 
eakneſs,and of all Snares before them, 
Domine, Salvya nos, perimnus : Lord, fave 
us, or elſe we periſh. Thus, let this Days 
Devotion be concluded with As of : 
mo 
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moſt Profound Humility, and Fear, and 
an Entire Confidence in God. 
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1 17} afſriis, Dd, and Fa. (Cert. 
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v;} Ls 
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Eing Secretary of State to Jreme 

) Empreſs of Conftantinop'e, and her 
Son Con/{antin,he was Nominated to that 
See by Pau! the Patriarch of it, who 
touch'd with the Senſe of his Weak- 
neſs, in having Thrice Subſcrib'd ro 


the Errors of the lconoclaPfs, withdrew 


into his CloyRer, that he might there 
Go Penance for his Raſhnels. Being 
Confecrated Biſhop, his Humitity was 
Remurkable, 1n renouncing all manner 
of Srate and Superfluity both as to T a- 
b'e and Retinue, and not admitting the 
laſt Service in his Chamber from any 
Hand ; having that always 1n his 
Mouth and PraQtice; that he came not 
to be ſerv'd, but ro ſerve. His Ciia- 
rity was great to the Poor, his Zeal of 
Uiſcip'inin Reforming Abules both 1n 
Clergy and Yeop'e, wonderful ; and 
lis Courage Apoſto'lica!, 1n oppoſing 
the Errors of his time, and {tanding up 
againſt the Injuſtice of his Prince, 
w 


Io) St. 11/ex111144'7 


who caſt off his Empreſs for preveytet 
Crimes, and took one 078 her Maids of 
Honor into her Op for which 1 
P:elate ſuffer d the Conttnement of for 
Years, and by his Paticnce in .it Dre. 
pa:'d his Soul for the Liberty of He. 
ven, to which he was call'd jn the bs 
ginning of the Ninth Century. Hi 
Example gives thee ſufficient Reaſw 
to Pray for all Prelates and Paſtors, 
Thou leeſt in him, what they all ought 
to be; if they are not lo, it ought nx 
to be the Subjett of thy Railery, by 
all ofchy Prayers and [ears heir il 
Example is the ſevereſt of Scourgs 
upon the Flock; give no Occaſion 6 
it by thy Sins, and by thy Piety ar! 
Penance beſeech God to take this Jutz 
ment from his People. 


—_—__ 0 "IE 


St. Alexander, F' þ. -. . . 


Atriarch of Alexan rin, whoſe Pro 
motion to that Dignity ſo exaſpe 
rated Ar/4s,then a Prief of that Thur > 
and Reader of Scripture, that he eve: 
made an Intereſt againſt him, and op 
pos'd whatever he Preach'd to his Flock; 
principally in that Point of the Son be 
Is 
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ing Equal to the Father; from whence 
that Heteſie kad irs firſt Ri'e, which 
afterwards brought ſo much Confuſion 
to the Church. By this Pre'ate's Zea! 
E Ar 45 was condemn'd in a Council! by 


la. * him Aſſembled at A!cxandr! 1,and he had 
w. & the Comfort of ſeeing his Sentence con- 
M$ frm'd by the General Councifgpt Nice. 
iſ @ A-iss ſolicited Mill to be recerv'd again 
1s. into the Communion of the Church ; 
ih I but this Biſhop, who knew his Diffi- 
-» & mulation, defended his Flock againſt 
bw | this Wolf, and having fully ſatisfied 
i; all the Duties of his Charge, in his 
75 | O'd Age made a Happy End. Having 
\ of & recommended to God al) the Paſtors of 
3-4 Þ& bis Church, and beſeecl;'d him to pour 
14s. @ fo th on them the Spirit of this Prelate ; 
" FF cal? thy Lyes then on thy ſelf, and fee, 
bow Faithiu! thou art in ſatisfying the 
— | ay Duties of thy Stare. Sloth, Co- 
wardic:, Neg!e& and I!l Example, 
are very Pernicious in all Conditions, 
and bring a heavy Weight of Conſe- 
Po = gucnces on thoſe, who ſhould be more 
ſpe \ atcliful and R:gular. There are 
w< | £1eat Miichiets in Femilics, as well as 
ver 2 the Church Thou art unhappy, 
0p if thou art the Aris there ; and Cri- 
ack: minal {tull, it thy Neg'ect be lavoravle 
be- £2 any other, that is 10. 


Tr. Leate 


vt. T.cander, Feb. 2”, 


Tſhop of S-vil in Spain, a Man & 
that Eminent Piery and Public Sp; 

rit, that he forgot himſelf, when the 
Service of God and his Flock was be. 
fore higg His great AﬀliQtion were the 
Errors of the Yi/igo:bs, who are all g: 
nerally infefted with Ariani/m; bu 
his Prayers and Tears were {o powerful 
with the Divine Mercy, that Godin x 
ſhort time made him the Inſtrument 
of converting to the Catholic Faith no: 
only Herm.negild,s the King's Son 
who Died a Martyr by his Father 
Cruelty ; but likewiſe afterwards 
far prevail'd with the Father, that th: 
Care of his other Son was committedto 
this Prelate, by which Means the whole 
Nation ſoon atcer renounc'd its Errors, 
to the great Comfort of the who: 
Church, and of this Prelate ; who hv 
ving ſeen the Fruit of his Labors, full 
of Joy departed this Life in the Sixth 
Century. Let the Bleſſings attending 
this Prelate move thee to pray, that: 
like Spirit may animate the Prelates and 
Paſtors of God's Church. And Jet his 
Zeal raiſe in thee a Compaſſion for al: 
thoſe, whoſe Obſtinacy in Le and 
<xrot5 


St. Leander, Rc. 


Errors keeps them out of the Way of 
Salyation. Thou haſt a Horror of ſee- 
ing a Leg ora Breaſt Cur off, or yo + 
Witneſs of a Public Execution : Suc 


LE ObjeQs damp thy Spirits ; what 15 this 
""Þ tothe Conſideration of ſuch vaſt Num- 
» bers running into He'l Fire? Pray, 


that God would remove this Blindneſs ; 


_ n__—_ —_ A 


2 Labor by Tears and Penance to move 
p Heaven to Mercy : And let no Joy re- 
ry move this great Miſery of thy Neighbor 
hes from thy Heart; that thou may'ft be 


ever mindtu! of the Compaſſion and 
Charity, that 1s due to him. 


C— —— 
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ier's | 
s 6 B Manv Holy Prieſts, Deacons, &c. | 
ny Fc. 28. | 

dto Y 

hole 0 J 
pa \ 7 HO, when the City of Alexan- | 

ity ria, for its Sins, lay under the : 
i Scourge of a moſt Severe Plague, in j 

the Third Age expos'd their Lives for 

full cars "nl G 

«rh the Services and Comfort of fuch as were 

Jing Infeted ; and the Charity of many of 


them being rewarded with Death, the 
Church has thought fit ro Honor their 
Memory, making but little difference, 
as Enſobire ſays, between ſuch a Glott- 
cus Death, and that of the Martyrs : 
dAae9 
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Agro nt itud mortis gorie quod proptcy in 
eredibilem pi-tatem © robuilam fidom (; 
piebatur, mhil a ſplendore Martyri; 14.7 
wideretizy, If rhe Church has this Valy 
for this Generous Charity, learn ther 
toſet a Value on it, and Praftice it 
as far as thy Circumſtances will perny 
There are frequent Occaſions of giving 
Comfort and Help to thy Neighbo:; 
as many as are Diſeas'd, Aft, vo 
in Pricon, call upon thy Charity ; an 
whatever thou canſt do for them, « 
ther by Viſits or Money, Chriſt take 
It, as done to himſelf, and has promis! 
bimſelf for thy Reward. Happy tho 
it this Charity be the Buſineſs of th 
Life; and Happy too, if whatevz 
Time thou kt ſpare from orte 
Buſineſs, be employ'd in this. To tos 
much better account will this tur: 
than that which is given to Id'ent, 
unprofitable Converſation and Div: 
tiſements? Learn only to raiſe tn 
Thoughts above Nature, by Offenn! 
what thou do'ſt in this kind to os. 
and thou wilt certainly lay up for th) 
{e!t Treaſures in Heaven. 


Fit S 


[-8, E was Archbiſhop of a City 


ſ 4 . 3 4*1" - ®, 
Februry 23, Or 29, 


| | 7. being the laſt Day of the Month, 


give Thanks for all Elefſings re- 


| ceiv'd : Examin into the State of thy 
* Soul, ſee what thou haſt amended, and 
| what thou haſt yer ro amend ; and fail 


not, by a general A& of Contrition, 
to beg Pardon for thy Sins, and make 


| thy Peace with God ; and if there be a- 
' ny Obligations of Juſtice, which thou 


art bound to Satisfhe, refolve upon a 
Speedy Compliance. 


MAR CH. 


ot. Daw: 5 {br I, if 


in Walcs, then call'd Menevyia, 
and now of him $. Dawi1s, inthe rime 
of King 4rthw, according to the beſt 
Hiſtorians, about the Year ofour Lord 
494. Pray for all Biſhops in Chriſt's 
Church: Pray for thy Country, that 
God wou!ld in his Mercy remove all 
Errors and Schiſms, and eſtabliſh it wo 
rae 


——_— a_ —— 
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the Unity of its Primitive Faith : Ang ic 
let the Ancient Britain; have this Dix b® 
a part in thy Prayers. Ne 

2, It being the Firſt Day of th; 
Month, Conſecrate it, by a Sincer; 
Oblation of thy ſeif tro God and hi 
Service. B:g his Bleſſing on thy fel, 
and all that belong to thee, and bs 
ſeech him to accompany thee in th: 
diſcharge of all Duties, and to preſcy: 
thee from Temptation and Sin. 


St. Cead, March 2. 


H E was Biſhop of the Merc: an: about 
the Year of Ckriſt 664. a Man «f 
great Sanity, as is Recorded by Bu, 
who as often as the Afﬀairs ot his Flock 
would give him leave, ever retir'd 1in- 
to his Monaſtery, there to apply him- 
ſelf more cloſely to God. He viſitel 
his Dioceſs always a-foot, and finiſh'd: 
Holy Life with a Holy Death. Pray 
for all the Prelates of Chriſt's Church, 
and in particular for thoſe of thy Coun- 
try, that both by Word and Example 
they may be Lights ro the Faithfu!, 
to Jead them into all Truth and Ho!t- 
neſs. Pray fot the People of this Nz 

t10n, 
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':n, that God would ſhew Mercy to 
them, in removing his Judgments, and 
14 raiſing ſuch Apoſtolic Spirits, by | 
thoſe Zealous Labors, Vice and Pro- 
haneneſs may be Baniſh'd this 17ard, 
nd all perfeQly United in one Heart 

znd one Mind. 


—  - — - CC —— 


St. Marinns, arch 2, 


A General Officer of the Rowan Ar- 
/\ my under /Valer/an, who being 
accus'd for his Faith in Chriſt, had 
Three Hours granted him by the 
Judge, to give in his Aniwer, whe- 
ther he wou'd Sacrifice to Idols :When | 
the Biſhop of C:/ar-a raking bim by the : 
Hand, led him into the Church, and 


a ho!ding the Book of the Golpels in his | 
: Right Hand, and with his Left, Point- K 


Ing to his Sword, with which he was 
zirt, bid him chuſe, which of the 
Two he would have. Marine, with- 
put any Heſitation, laid his Hand on | 
he Goſpels, upon which the Biſhop 
aid, Go, be Conſtant, and doubt not 
dut God will give thee Strength. Hae 
ing then with the Courage of a Soldi- 
given in his Reſolution, he was en 
Wit 


23Z St. Caſimir, 


with Beheaded, !ofing his Sword, by: 
gaining the Promiſes of the Goſpe 
To wany Chriftians now is the lit 
Choice offer'd ; and now great 15 the: 
Numb.”, who for 1':mporal Ives 
leave th: GLolpe : ſpreiting all js 
Maxims to make th + Advantage *Ar/ 
what is their Gaiiz, wacn Accounts x» 
made up, when the Loſs of Her 
is the Fruit of rheir Injuſtice * Follos 
thou a b<tter Rule; hold the Goſps 
inthy Had, and go no farther th 
thou canſt carry this with thee. If x 
ny Advantage be offer'd, and the Con: 
dition of the Purchaſe 1s offending 1 
gainſt the Truth or Juſtice of this % 
cred Volume, 1enounce the Propoſ 
for this is giving Heaven for Earth, ai 
Eternity for a Moment. 


<——— 


St. Ca/amir, An. 1.492. Marc! , 
Ecclus 31.8, 11. Luke 12. 35, 49. 


ON to Cz/im:r King of P1/and, wit 
() amidfr all the Softnels of the Cour 
liv'd with the Auſterity of the Dc!!! 
in Faſting and Sackc'oth, even in 
Youthful Years. He was eminent 


4s 
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\is Charity in Relieving the Diſtrelſs'd, 
( as to be ſril'd theFather of the Poor, 
and very Jealous of every thing, that 
cou'd poſſibly be prejudicial ro Chaſtity. 


| Pray for all thoſe, who live amidſt the 
! Dangers of the Court; and in particu- 


lar for Princes, that being God's Vice- 
gerents, they may encourage Religt- 
07 and Virtue, and not permit that 
general Depravation in Perſons attend- 
ing th:m,by whoſe Prophaneneſs, Irreli- 
gion and Luxury, their Courts become 
the Reſemblance of Hel', while the Pow- 
er of God is in the Throne Pray likewiſe 
for all Perſons of Quality of both Sexes, 
that they employ not their Youthful 
Years in Vanities and Dangerous Fol. 
lies, and ſully not the Honor of their 
Birth, with ſuch Diſhonorable P1 aQtices, 
which make them the worſt of Slaves, 
and render them Contemptible both to 
God and Man. The Abuſe of thoſe 
Bleſſings, with which they are encom- 
paſy'd above their Neighbors, will be 
one Day a very Heavy Charge; and 


| twill be an Aggravation of their Hell, 
F 'o have all their Imperiouſmeſs and 


Pride tramplI'd on by Devils. The Me 
thod of this Saint in Charity, Piety and 
Penance, 15 the only Chriſtian Honor ; 
and 'tis this will _ all rhat follow at 
w; £9 


St. Liwcetns. Qc. 

to the Honor of Saints. The Ecclel; 
ltical Seaſon of the Year calls all noy 
ro It; ſee to embrace it heartily, |: 
bor by an exatt Obſervance to mak: 
ſome Aronement for all paſt Follis 
and neverremit thy endeavors, till thoy 
haſt wrought a ſolid Change in thy Sou' 


{t being likewiſe the Day of St. Lucius 


2. Pope and Martyr, who was put 
to Death under the Emperor 01 7a» 
an, 41.255. giving his Lite tor Chiift, 
atter he had vigorouſly oppos'd the Er 
rors of the Nowations, who under the 
Name of Chriſtians ſo ſtreightn'd cit 
the Mercy ot God, as to deny all Par 
don of Sin, to thoſe who had faln afte: 
Baptiſm, Give Thanks to the Gocd- 
neſs of God, who inviting Sinners t2 
him, has left a Remedy for Sin: Rai 
up thy Heart with a firm Confidence 
in this Goodneſs for the Pardon ot z. 
thy Offences ; but ſee thou renount 
not the Novatian Error with anothe: 
as Pernicious as theirs; and it, wit 
them, thou think'ſt not Pardon tco 
great for God to Grant to Men, tas 
Care thou eſteem it not ſo very lit! 
as not to require much of thy Vains 
preparing for it, 


N Anchoric, who retiring into 2 
Defart near radon, fuffer'd very 
munch from the Aſſavits of the Devil, 
and by kis Snares was prevail'd on to 
take part with Heretics ; but being re- 
claim'd by S. Euthymirs, he enter'd into 
a Severe Penance of Poverty and Hu- 
mility, obſerving, with others join- 
ing with him, an Entire Silence, Five 
Days in the Week, and on them admits 
ting no other Food but of Bread, Dares 
and Water. He would not permit 
thoſe under his Rule to warm their 
Water, being more Apprehenſive of a 
Relaxation of Diſciplin, than of their 
Death ; for having before his Eyes E- 
ternal Evils, the Inconveniencies of a 
Life that was to end, weigh'd no- 
thing with him ; this made him ſeem 
Cruel, that he might be truly Charita- 
ble to them. In this Method of Morti- 
hcation and Prayer he made his Way to 
Erternity,and enter'd into it in theEifth 
Century. Ler their Example, who are 
above thy Imitation, excite in thee a 
Retolution of doing fomething for o- 
vercoming thy ſelt : It thou makeſt In- 
Clunation and the World thy Rule, 
N : thou 


292 St. Evagrins, 

thou forſakeſt the Goſpel, which con 
mands thee ro renounce both. Thoy 
muſt deny thy felt, if thou wilt be 
Chriſt's Diſciple. Reprove not the 
Rigor of his Dilciplin ; becauſe a Re. 
milneſs in Obſerving Difciplin is th: 
Firſt Step to the greateſt Diſorder, 
Niceneſs, Selt-love and S'oth, find Rex 
ſons for diſpenſing with it; but whil! 
Enemies plead, thoſe, who will be 
Friends to themſelves, muſt not ſhes 
Favor to their Arguments, 


— 
——cJ 


St. Evagrims, Mar. 6, 


> Hoſen Biſhop of Conflantiniple in 
_, the Time ot /7a/ens the Empere: 
who being an .4rian, favor'd ſo mu 
that Party, that there was no Profellc 
of the Orthodox and Catholic Faith (s 
cure from their Violence. It ws; 
Commendation of this Paſtor, that 
ſtood a Courageous Aſlerter of t!: 
Truth, when ſo many Prelats, thr: 
Weakneſs or Error, abandon'd its 1» 
tereſt. But the greater Proof of his 7: 
was,that he dar'd andertake this Char 
In that City, where he could expe&® 
thing but Trouble and Perlecuti 
tres 
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from the great Power of the Arian, 
Burt God was not pleas'd to Favcr that 
People with ſo greata Light; for being 
forc'd into Banithment by the Emperor's 
Command, he there prepar'd himſelt 
for a better Life, to which he was call'd 
in the Fourth Century. To Aflert the 
Cauſe of Truth in difkcult Times, re- 
quires Heaveniy Courage ; beſeech God 
to Grant this to all the Prelates of his 
Church, that they may venture all, ra- 
ther than prove Deſerters. Ask the 
ſame for thy ſelf; and for daily PraQtice 
take Care, thou be not aw'd by Autho- 
rity or AﬀeQiicn, to Join, in oppreſ- 


ſing Innocence, Co or Iruth. 


'Tis roo Common a Weakneſs to let Ap- 
p'auſes and Reproaches be regulated 
by what the Company expeQs; thou 
canſt not follow this Track, without 
going out of the Way, in Praiſing and 
Condemning what deſerves it not. 
Ler Juſtice and Truth bethy Rulein all 
Caſes, and permit no Contideration to 
draw thee from it. This Rule will fir 
thee for all Trials, and for Heaven. 


W1/4.9.7, 14. Mat. 5. 


N his Younger Years having tz 
ken the Habit of the Deriin:cs 
his Re'ations 1{eiz'd upon him, and by 
all Arts endeavor'd to difſoade Him 
from his ſo Pious Deſign ; but prevailing 
nothing, afrer a long Confinement, he 
made his eſcape, and returning to hi; 
Monaſtery, finiſh'd what betore he ta 
begun. Pray for all thoſe, who 7: 
tolve upon a Religious State, tha: 
they may undertake it on the be! 
Motives of God's Honor, and ſecuring 
their Eternal Lot. Thoſe Parents at 
to blame, who oppoſe themlelves + 
gainſt to good a Work; and they a: 
more Criminal, wha force their Chi. 
dren to ſuch a State : There wou': 
be few of thzle, were there no oth: 
Force, but driving out of Doors us 
: Stick : Bur ſince making home u 
ate ro Children, 15 iorcing them +» 
broad, there are more tall under th" 
Cenfure, beſides thoſe, who bid th! 
Children be Song. And tl; Is is an & 
v1), hb T7 ich dc ELYES tf vt Ch art 
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:. Having applied himſelt to ſtudy, 


hs arriv'd to that eminent degree ot 
Learning, as to be call'd the Angelica? 
Pix. He began his Studies always 
with Prayer; and for the expounding 
difficult Places of Holy Writ, he ad- 
del Faſting to Praver ; ſo that he ever 
acknowledg'd his Learning not to have 
been the Effe& of his Labor, but the 
B':(fing of Heaven. Follow this Me- 
thod.as far as it falls within thy Sphere ; 
and ſince Reading Spiritual Books 1s a 
Common Duty, begin this always 
with Prayer, that ſo thro' the Bleſſing 
of Heaven, thou may*ſt receive Bene» 
fit from what thou Readeſt, to the Im» 
provement of thy Soul Fail not to 
do this, as often as thou takeſt the H. 
&cripture in Hand, that ſo the ſame 
Divine Spirit, which was Guide in 
Writing it, may afſiſt thee in Reading 
It, and {ecure thee againſt the Ill Fff:&s 
0! Ignorance, Preſumption or Raſh- 
neſs. Pray for all Univerſities, Col- 
edges, and Places of Learning, that 
they may follow the M=thod of this 
y!int, in taking God for their Helper 
1 Studies; that they may labor to 
acvance in Virtue as we!l as Learning, 
and with $S. Thomas's Firebrand chace 
1Way all Incentives to Lovineſs and 

N 4 : Im- 


2C £. St Per het 7 412d Feltcita;, 


Impvurity. Tis but an i!l Preparation 
for the Careof Souls, ro be bred up in 
a Courſe of Luxury and Intemperance: 
and no {mall Scandal to Chri ans, t 
fee their S-minaries of Learning t 
be Schools of Vice, in which they take 
thetr Degrees, and cannot eaſily come 
cut Maſters of Arts, bur "tis of mae 
than are Good. Pray for Remedy, 


I: being a'ſo the Day of St Perp:tua mi 
Felicitas. 


2. Two Young Women of #7, 
who in the Year 204 being com- 
manded to Sacrifice to th? Gods ofthe 
H-athens, openly proteſting againſt 
thar Impiery, offer'd themſelves a $4 
crifice to Jeſus Chriſt, and being pu: 
in Priſon, after other Crueltics, wes 
expo$s'd to Wild Beaſts in the "Thearre 
of Jar thre, where they finiſh'd 2 glo- 
rious Martyrdom. Pray for all, who 
ſufFer tor their Faith, and in particulir 
for thoſe, who, like S. Perp:ina, in 
their Tender Years, have their own 
Parents ſoliciting them, by all the Ar 
guments of Tenderneis and Love, to 
renounce that Duty they owe ro Chiitt 
and his Trurhs. This 15a preat Tri), 
ſuch as requires a very powerful Grace 

ey 


+» wed 4 0 = 9 #; A, 
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to Nznd Fairhful under 1t, whilſt che 
Charms of Nature,of Flattery and Love, 
are more dangerous to Tender Souls, 
than theTerrors of t 'e moſt cruel Ene- 
mies.Pray then for all under this tempta- 
tion,that as this Saint upon no Conlide- 
ration of her unbelieving Father's Gray 
Hairs and Embraces, and her Mother's 
Tears,could be prevail'd on to renounce 
her Faith, ſo they may ſtand unmov'd 
againſt all like Attempts, and venture 
ail diſpleaſure, before that of God. 
Pray tor thy felt, that no Motives 
of Fleſh and Blood may make thee 
Tranſgreſs thy Duty : Obſerve but the 
Temprations, and thou wilt find, thou 
ofren wanr'ſt this Grace. 


St. Felix, March 8. 


A Holy Prieſt, who coming from 
Burguna), was the firſt Preacher, 
who converted the Eaſt Angles, to wit, 
Norfolk and S»Folk, to the Chriſtian 
Faith, and was afterwards ordain'd 
their ws where after a Holy Life, 


he made a Happy End in the Year 650- 
as 'tis recorded by Bede. Pray for thy 
Country ; give Thanks for all thote 

N s Apa- 
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Apoſtolic Men, by whoſe Labors Gol 1 
brought fo Treat a Bleſſing to rhis Nx. 
on, and bet: '&h lim to revive a lik- 
Spirit in all thoſe, who ſucceed {1 
their Charge. Pray for the Paſtors 5 
this Nation; that God would Pony 
them with a True Zeal for the 

of tlieir Flock, that they may Fo cel 
them both by Word and Exam ap'e, 
and be no Stumbling-b!ock thro" $4 
lence, Indiſcretion or Ill "ts 


Prov. 31. 1C, 31. Mat. 13: 44, $2: 


Noble R:9.29rp Matron, who ir 
her Y outhfu] Years dec'ining 
all the uſua! Vanities of ker Age place? 
her Comfort in Retirement and Pray- 
er. Pray tor all of her Sex and Ag: 
rhat being Jealous of the Dangerovs 
Entertainments of the Wer! d, they 
may not open their Hearts to ſuch Im- 
prefſions, which Alicnate their Mind: 
from God, make them in Love wi 
Follies, and are not atterwa:ds to bt 
worn out, but with more Pains, tha! 


it nay be they 'ii be ever willing t 
rate. 
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2. Being afterwards Married, in 
Compliance with her Parents defire, 
She became a great Example of Piety 
to all of that State, caretully avoiding 
a'! Public Shews, Entertainments, and 
the Common Divertiſements ot the 
Age; employing in Prayer and the 
Charitable Aſſiſtance of her Neighbor, 
whatever time ſhe could ſpare from 
her Family-concerns ; wearing nothing 
bur Woollen, and ever Zealoutfly La- 
boring to difſwade the Ronan, Ladies 
from the Vanity of their Expenſive 
Drefſes. Let all Married Women 
Pary, Firſt, That no Exceſs of Solici- 
tude for their Family, may take ofF 
their Hearts trom making a 50'1d Pro 
viſton for Eternity. S:condly, That 
by the Love of Shews, Entertain- 
ments, and Public Divertifements, they 
Negle&not the Care oftheir Families 
and their Souls. Thirdly, That having 
done their Duty to their Husbands in 
ſuch a Decency of Attire, as he re- 
quires, they may do their Duty to Mo- 
de!ty and Chriſtian Humility, 1n affe&- 
ing no Dreſles tor the pleaſing of Stran- 
gers Eyes, or gratifying any Vain Hu- 
mor for the being more ia love witle 
themſelves. In fine, That — 
Moderation in every Point, they ave 
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all manner of Prodigality and Exceſc; 
thar Humor take not place of Duty; 
that what can be ſpar'd from the Fami- 
ly, and 1Sal'ow'd them,may be the Re 
liet of the DiftreFs'd, and that they 
01k out their Salvation by a Patich: 
Submiſſion ro the Difficulties of their 
State. Ler them ſtudy Virtue, and Pra) 
for Prudence;'tis by theſe only they can 
be qualified for the well diſcharging 
the many and great Duties they hae 
on their Hands ; "tis by theſe they'll &- 
ther prevent the Miſcarriages of their 
Family, or ar lzaſt be eafie under them; 
it being the want of theſe, that gene 
ral;y opens the Gate to Ruin. 

3. In her Widowhood ſhe withdrew 
into a Religious Family, which ſh: 
had fourded ; there employing the rc 
mairder of her Days in Extraordinary 
Piety, Charity, Humility and Penance, 
looking no farther into the Word, 
than for the Relief of the Poor, Com: 
tort of the Aﬀiifted, and Help of th: 
Sick in whole behalf ſhe ſtoop'd even 
ro the meaneſt Offices, and in this 
Mcthod of Charity ended her Days, 
An. 1441. And ought nota] Widows 
Pray that this may be their Exampt * 

t God has been pleas'd ro deliver them 


trom the Solicitude and Engagements «t 
Lic 


-y 
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the World ; if he has taken away their 
preſent Comfort ; ought not ſuch a 
Deliverance be improv'd into a Holy 
Solirvde, in lettiiig the Concerns of 
Eternity become now their Bulineſs ; 
and placing their Comtort in God in- 
ſtead of Man* Truly it cannot be 
doubted; but ſuch as are left with any 
Tolerable Proviſion tor Life, have a 
great Opportunity ot Saving their 
Sou!s; whilſt having experienc'd the 
Vanity and Uncertainty of this World, 
they have time given them tor making 
vie or this Know'edge, in the pur- 
chace of a better ; and to Neg'ect this, 
muſt be a great Aggravartion of their 
Sins ; fo thar tho? Levity, Vanity, Pro- 
digality, Unſettledneſs, be Criminal 
even in the moſt unexperienc'd Years 
of Youth, in Widows they carry wath 
them a Coub'e guilt, ſuch as renders 
them Contemptible to a'l Obſervers, 
and betrays a kind of Obſtinacy a- 
gainſt all the Deſigns ot the Divine 
M=rcy. Such as rheie have Reaſon to 
ſeek tor Remedy bv Prayers, and Pray 
hou tor them. 


4. + 4 4 $4* a » 
Forty Alas [V4 fe 401 


Heb. 


Hey were Forty Sollic 

bout the Year T& bei 
hended in the City of $:42/e 
mcnia under the Emperor 1 
being Chriſtians, aiter many Torme: 
were condemn'd to itand in a From 
Pond, there to perith by degrees, thi 
with the Temptation of a Warm nr; 
near taem, into which they might | ba 
admitted upon renouncing their Fan 
They all held our with Cour ag 
cept One, who ſinking under the Ter 
ment, purchas'd Relict with the den) 
al of his Fuith 3; bur his Place as 
h'i'd by their Keeper, who dec'zri ns 
himſelf Chriftian, enter'd into th: 
Pond, and became one of the t 
Martyrs, whole Memory 1s Hs nor! 
by S. 22//and $S Grezory Nat: 21%: 10 
their Szrmons. Pray tor a like  Cou 
rage under all difhcultizs ; thou hilt 
olten Trials, and 2s otren wantelt Pa- 
tenc:z; w hen wilt thou become 2 
true Soldier of Chriſt, and Nand thy 
Ground, when thou art Aſſaultes* 
Be atham'd of thy own Weaknels aid 


In- 
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Inconſtancy, and let not, for the fr- 
ture, every Petty Trial overtkrow thy 
R-(lutions. Pray then this Day for 
New Strength ot Mind, confets thy 
Infirmity, humble thy telf be<tore thy 
Lord,and befeech him to afſiſt thee, that 
whiilt thou Fenor'ſt his Martyrs, thou 
may'lt improve daily by their Ex- 
amp.e. 

2. Let the Fall of that Unhappy 
One fill thee with Fear of thy own 
We-2kneis, and Diſftrut of thy ſelt 
Wit Aſſurance haſt thou, that thou 
love God more than he did * Canit 
thou thew greater Proots of thy Love, 
than he, in the Variety of his Suffer- 
ings before his ta'l*? And vet he falls 
at length, a Jailor takes his Viace, ſuffers 
vu {arthe other cou'd not, and cerries a- 
way his Crown. Humble thy ſe'f 
therefore under the Hand of Cod ; Pray, 
10114 may 'ſt not be tempted above thy 
y:ength ; Offer thy felt to all Trials, 
but with a Confidence on'y in the Aſi- 
fiance of the Divine Grace, which is 
luticient for thee : And remember, to 
Contemn none ; tor, it may be, thoſe 
verv Perions, whom thou contemneſt, 
when call'd to it, wiil outdo thee in 
Suffering with Perleyerance. 


RT 
«6 'Y 


I 1 
Many Martyrs, March it, 


toſe, who, in the Perkcontion of 
Mayimins, lutfer'd ar nic "At 

iS re/ated by Eyjcb1zs. Some wee lil 
on Coa'is, ro be Tormented with x 
Lingring D-ath; others ſtood unmor' 
till their Hands were conſum'd in the 
Fire, rather than touch the Victim 
offer'd to Idols : Others, by a partich, 
lar Inſtin&, caſt rhezmſclves out of Wrr 
dows and into Rivers, that they mig! 
not become a Prey to the Vio'encect 
ter'd to rheic Chaſtity and their Fai! 
Thus did the fear of loſing God por 
fully Work in the Hearts of thoſe Ci 
ſtians, that they found Comfort in ti: 
fronter Torments, and choſe an 
eath, rather than to Die to Go: 
Such was the Power of Juſtice an! 
Truth in them. If thou deſir'it t: 
bring thy Soul to this Happy Diſpolitt 
on, Jearn to have that true ReſpzQ to: 
Juſtice and Truth in all Caſes, as to !:: 
no Confideration perſwade thee tv 
Tranſgreſs them. Be 'uſt in all ts 
Dealings with thy Neighbor, an! 
Tolerate not in thy ſelf or others 2 
Cuſtom of Lving ; for if the Hopes 
a little Gain prevails on thee to be vF 
juſt 
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ju; if ſor Vanity, oreſcaping a Re- 
proot,chcou make? Bold with Truth,and 
take? She'ter 1n Lies, thou art not in 
the Way of giving thy Life for that 
Caute, for which thou haſt fo little re- 
eard, as to AQ againſt it for every 
Trifle. Let thy Practice be, to ſuffer 
ordinary Inconveniencies for the ſake 
of what is Juſt and True; thus wilt 
thou be beſt prepar'd to give thy Lite, 
ifGod ſhould ca'lchee to it. 


St. Gregory, March 12. 


e Tim. 4.1, 5. | Ma*. 5.13, 19. 


1 Aving 11.'d a Monk for ſome 

time eminent for Sanity, he 
was afterwards Abbot, and upon the 
/:4t'hof Pe'arine, choſe Biſhop of Romy. 
Inthis Dignity he preterv'd a wonder- 
ful Humility, was ever careful in re- 
ful:ring the C'ergy, in promoting the 
Honor and Worthip ot God, in Re- 
heving the Pcor, having a Liſt of a!l 
that were in that City and the Neigh- 
boring Villages, and never Dining, 
but with ſome of them at his Table; 
and tho ofa very Infirm Diipenrion 

0 
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of Body, yet was ever Vignrou; in t% 
Public Concerns of his Flock, and | 
his Vacant Hours either Readi-s 
Writing, or DiQtating to others (:: 
Holy L-flons, which diſcover the grep 
Sanctity of this Pre'ate, and ſerve (s 
Food to a!l Pious Souls, Pray, th: 
all his Succe{lors myy inherit bis $1, 
Tit ; that his Example may be a Rv! 
to all the Prelates of Chriſt's Church, 
that their Dignity and Revenues my 
not be abus'd to the Support of Varirr; 
that they may not ſtudy their own Fa; 
and Convenience, but Sacrihce th: 
Lives to their Duty, in a perpetual S0'% 
Citude for the good of their Flock, in 
taking away Abuſes and Scandz's, in 
regulating Church-men, in giving Ev 
amp'e to the Laity of a Goſp*1-lie, ar! 
Relieving the Neceſſities of the 0p 
preſs'd and Poor. Pray for [1s prelea: 
Holineſs, that God wou'd dirett ant 
aſſiſt him in the whole Ditch ge 
his Duty. 
2. It was this Prelate, who © 
ving ſome Engliſh Youths 591 2! 
Rom: for Slaves, and unil=rſtancin; 
their Nation to be yet Heathen, m9"! 
with Compaſſion . fent 5 4A 
with ſom? other Religious Niel, + 
£96. into ' their Country , by W3"" 
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7:aous Labors it being converted from 
Infidelity to the C hriſtian Faith, he is 

therefore Nil'd by S B: 4%, Th: ApsFlle of 
Fs ni, Give God Thanks for the 
Light of the Goſpei thus brought mto 
this Nation : Ptav for the tſtabliſh- 
m:ntofir, and | be! -ech A'\mighry God 
to remove all Oblinacy, Prejudice and 
Elindneſ, from all deiuded Souls, and 
ſolicit 1 in particy 'ar in their beha'f, wlio 
lincerely ſeek him. Pray likewiſe for 
allthe Paſtors of this Nation, that they 
may faithfully Labor in ſecking the 
Loſt Sheep, in reclaiming them trom 
Vice and Error, and that God would 
give a Bleſting to their Endeavors. 


Q F, 7 #* ws 
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1ER Father was Aniigomrs a Princi- 
+ pa! Man in the Covrt of 7-045 45 
the Younger, afrer whoſe Death, go- 
nz with her Mother into E-yor, ſhe 
enter'd into 2 Mona? ery at Tp. of 
great Rigor and Picty; Her Mother 
be ing D- ad, ſhe writ ro the Emperor, 
"ho had ſent for her to \tarry a Perſon 
* Ng ty, dcfiring his jeave, that 
ning choſen jeſus Chriſt for her 
Spoule, 


_ —_ — —_—_—__ 
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Spouſe, ſhe might have no other hc 
vided for A Withal requeſt J 
that a!l the Eſtate, left her, mig) , 
given to the Poor, the Slaves be {x 
Liberty, and all Debts be rele! » 
ſuch as ow'd them. Being thus («;'; 
her Principal Buſineſs was in the Me; 
eſt Offices, in carrying Wood an! W; 
ter; her Faſting was Incredible, Ez 
ing but once in Four Days; the Te; 
tations ſhe ſuffer'd were Severe; \; 
ſhe overcame all by Mortifczts 
and Prayer, and 1n theſe Exer:i 
ended her Life at the Age of Thi: 
in the Fifth Century. This can: 
thy Method ; but yet thou cuzh 
not to go contrary to theſe Sain: 
it theſe renounc'd the World, thou vo 
not to love it: If theſe were aftraile 
Riches and State, thou art not to thu 
them thy Happineſs : It thele dzn 
theic own Wills, thou muſt nat & 
fond of thy own : If theſ: loved Luz 
thou art not to love Idlenefs. Tf 
not the Diſtintion betwixt Reign 
and Laity, but of Good and FrilGh 
ſtians. Whilſt then thou liveſt in * 
World, remember,Salvation 15$a5m% 
thy Bulinefs, as of the Religious; ®F 
eince they go according to the 60# 


I 2 
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heu canſt not be ſafe, but by coming 
45 near them as thou art able, 


_ 
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N the Fifth Century, when the Lone 
bar1;, a Barbarous People, waſting 
any Places, and ſhewing a particular 
verſion ro Religion, carried their 
Pcrlccution even intro the Deſart, where 
ey ſported themſelves with the Blood 
$f 5 rans an Abbor, and Seizing on 
wo Soljitaries 1n their Hermitage,made 
eir Suffcrings their Entertainment, 
nd faſtn'd them to a Tree, where they 
ung Alive all Day, and at Night 
Fave up their Spirits to God. Strange 
Method of Providence, thus to permit 
FTruelty roreach the Deſart ! Burt where 
"FS the Injury, for thoſe, who are daily 
ighing for Heaven, to be ſect forward 
In the Way, and to have that Work 
Sniſh'd_for them by another's Hand, 
a Day which they had been laboring 
or many Years ? Death cannot be e- 
teem'd a Puniſhment, bur where the 
ove of this World makes a Soul un- 
villing or affraid to leave it, Ir can 
de only in th:ſe unhappy Circum- 
Rances 


S- [PO 
_—— TtLdTFON, 


ſtances Death carries Terror with it 
For to a Soul thet loves and deſig 
the Poficfion of God, it cannot be atv] 
Trouble, to be cail'd to the Enja. 
ment ot him. Make Heaven thy Bj. 
neſs, and then the AfﬀiCtions of thy 
Life will not be thy Misfortune, x: 
Death thy Puniſhment. 


DLO UT TU_c_W—_—_—— PE IS 
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St. Matrona, March 15. 
Servant to a 7ewiſh Woman 
| T'-ſalonica, in the Third Cenrur, 
her Miſtreſs obſerving her great Tis 
lity, her Humility and Patience, ( 
peed her to be a Chriſtian ; and v1 
Examination, being farisfied of ti: 
Truth, fhe began to Treat this Pc: 
Maid with great Severity, hoping 
this Expedient to make her quit ': 
Religion ; but finding her ſelf dif 
ru ſhe was ſo Tranſported 
age, that taking up a Stick, & 
Bear her fo long, ri!l ſhe expir'd uk 
the Cruelty of her Blows. This (t 
ſtancy was ſo admirable,that thcChur: 
bas thought fit to make a Yearly Men 
rial ofit on this Day. Thou {zeſt it: 
the great Adyantage, that may * 
m4 
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142 of whatever thou ſuffer'ſt for thy 

aicth, as likewiſe, that Patience 11 or- 

nary Difficu'ties of Life are the beſt 

Preparation for greater Trials, Neg» 
J:& not theſe Occalions of Improve: 
In<nc, that ſo thou may'ſt Engage God 
o thy Aſtiſtance, when DejeQion and 

Anguiſh threaten. lhis Day ought 
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to be obterv'd by all Servants, that fee- 
ng here the Example and Reward, 
ney may learn Fidelity in what they 
lndertake, Patience in all the Hard- 
ups of their State, and Conſtancy in 


Faith, amidſt whatever difficulties 


heir Circumſtances may bring upon 
hem. *Tis calily underſtood, how 
idelity, Paticace and Humility, may 


Iaiſe Saints out of this Rank oft Chrifli- 


as; and as plain, how by Paſſion and 
egle& theſe Opportunities may be loſt, 
1d their Service here be tucceeded by 
n Eqternal Slavery. 


£7 emer - —_—— __ —_—— —— 


Vigrch 16. 
N his Youth, his Parents Impor- 


tuning him to Marry, tho' he knew 
ot how politively to Contraditt them, 


Fe: whenthe time appointed was come, 


| he 


212 St. Abraham, 


he withdrew from them in a Diſeviſe Ml | 

and entring into a Solitude, he ,, 

ſo charm'd with ir, that no perſwaſcs 

could oblige him to quit ir HavgW | 
F 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Iiv'd thus many Years, a Nights 

ing Eiſhop, knowing his SanGtity, in 

portun'd him from his Cell to go af 
Preach tro a Town, whoſe ObſtiarÞ 
in Idolatry had render'd ali the end; 
vors of the Bilhop Fruitlef.. Brin 
call'd to this Combat ; he Preach't:Þ 
that People Repentance and Faith |: 
Chriſt, and they ſeeing no Hops « 
being deliver'd from his Importurir: 
reſolv'd to Stone him; and havin 
done it, as they Thought, he yet or» 
liv'd that Storm, and ſoon appeir; 
repeating the ſame Leſſon to them, an: 
and they apain repeated their Cruz!) 
and ſo a Third time, when they |&Þ 
him for Dead : But God miracu'or 
preſerving his Life, he came agu 
with a New Zeal : Upon which bay 
touch'd from Heaven, they recct | 


the Faith of Chriſt, and were Baptiz:, 
but hz returning to his Solitude, att 
many years of greatSanCtity there en 
his days. And may not his Perſeveri 
Charity be an Encouragement to all: 
ſtors, in their endeavors of reclaim 
the Loſt Sheep ? May it not be 3 A. 
reQ 
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reftion to thee, in not being too haſty 
in deſpairing of their Amendment,who 
ſeem as yet Deaf to all thy Advice? 
Have then a true Compaſſion for all in 
Sin and Error, let thy Charity ro them 
be untir'd. Perſeverance is a Force 
«© upon Heaven, and is the moſt power- 
TE ful Perſwative upon the Hearts of Men : 
0 And if, at laſt, they hear thee not, re- 
{ member, thy Charity is not loſt ; it 
will be Fruitful to thee, if not to 
them. 


——_— 


St Patrick, March 17. 
Feclns 44+ and 45. Mat. 25-14, 23. 


| 1. Orn in Great Britamy, and after 
; ſome Years ſpent in the Exer- 
ciſe of Extraordinary Piety and Pes 
"204 nance, was ordain'd Prieſt, and then 
"04 Biſhop, and ſent by Pope Celcſtin into 
" Ireland to Preach the Goſpel, which he 
"$4 perform'd with ſuch Succeſs, that the 
| Nation he had found Infidel, he liv'd 
'Bito ſee wholly Chriſtian, and after ſo 
g Plentifula Harveſt, Died amongſt Eis 


"$7 People in the Fifth Century ; from 
which time that Fouphe amidſt fo mar 


ny 
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ny Revolutions, has been ever Conf 
to the Faith receiv'd from this Holy 
Prelate their Apoſtle. Pray for al! thoſs 
wholike this Prelate, engage in the A. 
poſtolic Lite, that the Bleſſing of Ha 
ven may ever attend their Labor, 
1n the Converſion of Souls from the 
Darkneſs of Vice and Error to the 
Ligche of Virtue and Truth Pray, 
they may pr-pare themſelves to be the 
happy Inſtruments of the Divine Pow- 
er- and Goridnels, by the Mcthod of 
this Saint ; ot by indulging them- 
ſelves in a Lite of Sette and | aie, bu: 
by the Preſcriptions of the Goſpel, in 
a Courle of true Piety and Selt den'l, 


and torlaking all to tollow Chriſt ; that 
ſo their own Lives my be no Reproach, 
1 


butan Example of the DoCtrin the; 


reach. 

2. Pray for that Peop'e, which mt 
ceiv'd their Faith by the Preaching ©: 
this Saint, that God would give them 
Patience under all Calamities, and 4 
Chriltian Zeal for reforming all A 
buſes, and livizg up to that Truth,they 
have been taught. 

3. Pray, in thy own behalf, for 4 
Docil and Humble Spirit, that no Ft: 
mor or Sclf-love may render their Lt 
deavors Eruitlets, who labor for tl) 

good 
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good ; that no I'] Habir, no Authority 
of Cuſtom or Praftice may harden thy 
Heart againſt thoſe Impreſſions, which 
are the «feces of the Divine Goodnels, 
and deſign'd to bring the Level of the 
Goſpel. Refle& on thy («lf ſeriouſly, 
and ſee, whether the want of this Ho- 
ly Diſpoſition be not the true Reaſon, 
thou receiveſt ſo little Benefit frem 
what thou heareſt or readeſt Howe- 
ver, raiſe wp thy Soul ro God by Hope, 
and«believe, that Grace ard Power, by 
which whole Nations have been conver- 
ted, is ſufficient aiſo for thee : Deliver 
me, O God, from an Obſtinate and OQb- 
durate Heatrr. 


— 


St. Edward, March 18. 


/F Ing of the Weſt Saxons, and Mur- 
| ther'd by his Step- mother Queen 
* 4'frca, in the Year 978. Pray for all 
Chriſtian Kings, that God would be 
their ProteQor. 
It being alſo the Day of $ Alexanatr, 
a Biſhop of Cappaaccia, who going to 
Viſit the Ho'y Lard, was Solicited by 
Marci, then Biſhcp of 7eru/a/cyy, bur 
ailabled by Age, - his Co-adjutor ; 
2 {9 


216 St. Foſeph, 


to whom by particular Dire&ion from 
Heaven, he aflented; and after his 
Death, Succeeding to his Charge ; hz 
was Seiz'd by Order of Decivs, and atter 
a Cruel Impriſonment, brought tg 
Ceſarea, and there put to Death, inth: 
Third Century. Pray for all the 4. 
ſtors of God's Church : Thou muſt be 
ſenſible, how much they ſtand in need 
of the Divine Grace, tor ſatistying the 
Infinit Duties of their Charge, and 
how Pernicious their ill Example or 
Remilneſs is to the Flock : Let thy 
Charity be anſwerable to their Necef- 
ty ; and think not ſuch Prayers Lo}, 
for the more Public thy Piety 1s, it is 
the more Generous, and more Benth 
Clalto thy (elf in particular, 


—— 


St. Foſepb, March 19. 
Ecclis 45.1,6., Mz. 1. 18, 21. 


I. N the Feſtival of this Sair!, 

who join'd Virginity withti: 

State of Marriage, ler Virgins pri 

for the Divine Prote&ion again{t al 
Temprations and Snares. 

2. Let all Married Perſons pray # 


Cor 


. 
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Conjugal Chaſtity, which 1s not only 
i0jur'd by open breach of their Mutual 
Fidelity, but by Variety of other A- 
buſes 

3. Let Parents pray for Grace, for 
the Faithful Diſcharge of all Duties 
towards their Children. 

4. Letall who have the Care of Fa- 
miles pray they may be wanting inno 
part of their Charge, that Diſciplin 
may be preſerv'd by their Care, and 
Virtue encourag'd by their good Ex: 
ample. 

St. Joſeph was choſe by Almighty 
God to be the Chaſle Spouſe of the 
Virgin Mary, and, under the Reputa- 
tion of Father, to have the Care of 
the Son of God made Man, to Prote& 
himin his Infancy, and Secure both 
Mother and Son againſt the Cruel De- 
ſigns of Herod, It was he, whoſe great 
Virtues were recompenc'd even in this 
Life, by being made the Eye witneſs 
of the Virtues of the Divine Jeſus, in 
Poſtciſing him under his Roof for ma- 
ny Years, and Seeing him, whom 
Kings and Prophets had deſir'd to ſee, 
but was not granted them; and not 
only in Seeing, but in Hearing, 1n Car- 
ryiog him 1n his Arms, in Embracing 
and Feedipg kim, and being made the 

3 De- 


218 St Foleph, 
Depoſitory of thoſe Divine Secrets, 
which were committed to nn other 
His Life has not been writ by Men, 
but by the Holy Spirit himſelf, who 
has left recorded in the Golp:] his mo} 
conaderable Attions; and it will hs 
our Hapyineſs in this Feſtiva), if we 
can learn ſome ot thoſe great L-fſons, 
we are taught by bis Example. 

And Firit, ſince the Care of Js, 
was, by the Erernal Wiſdom, 1:fr to 
an Humble Tradeſman, ' have nor hers 
ail of that degree, as aiſo all Houſe 
keepers, a great Inſtruction ; that 
SanCtity and PerfeCtion 1s not to be 
thought the Property of Eccleliallics 
and Religious, but that their Cond:tion 
alſo is capable pt ir, and that, in the 
New Law, it is expeQed from thcm*? 
In this thzy ſee, rhe daily Toil of 2 
Laborious Lite is no exclution to Jeſus, 
but that he mav dwe'l inthe midſt of 
them, while with the Sweat of their 
Brows they are Working for Bread, and 
the P: oviqon of theirFamilies. Nay ,lince 
they ſee him make choice of ſuch an 4 
bode, they cannor doubt bur in this 2! 
their Labors are not only Approy'd,but 
Conſecrated by him, and that be his 
declar'd a Lnborions Life to be a Mi) 
Life. Letit be only their Care to mY 
Nt 
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Innocence with their Toil. Seaſon if 
with daily Prayer, and SanQlihe it by 
a repeated Oblation to A!\mightv God, 
in th: Faithful Diſcharge of the Duties 
of their State, to which they ate call'd, 
and they can have no juſt Reaſon to 
complain of their unhappy Circum- 
ſtances, but rather rejoice in ſeeing 
their Life to be a Penitential Life, even 
a pertorming of the Penance enjoin'd 
by God himſclfon the Sons of A 7m, 
at their Excluſion from Paradiſe : Since 
it cannot be queſtion'd, but theſe (ſtand 
much fairer for the Pardon of their Sins, 
in undergoing the Puniſhment, than 
thoſe others, who living at Eaſe, feed 
on the Sweat of other M2ns Brows, and 
wholly Diſpence with themſelves as to 
this part of their Penance. Nay ſince 
theſe may obſerve, that thoſe Primitive 
Chriſtians, who ſtudied rhe greateſt 
PerfeQion, took in this Laborious and 
Penitential part ; ſince tne Apoſtle 
Gloried in it, and it is now the Prattice 
of that Religious Houſe in Fave, 
which for its eminent SanQtity, 15 the 
Admiration of this part of thz World, 
they cannot apprehend their moſt Pain- 
ful Labors and Daily Employments to 
be a hindrance of Salvation, bur ra- 


ther to be one part of a Ch:iltian Life, 
O 4 and 


I=0 St. Joſeph, 
and very proper for the gaining a ay 
py Eternity ; it being with ſuch % 
Divine Jeſus delights to dwell 
if he be not always with the 
they may be affur'd, it is nor the 
LaborsErive him thence, but «ike 


their Love of Idlenefs, in Neglefn b 
theſe, or becauſe not content to 4. ſi 
pend on their Induſtry and Pains, ths X 
make uſe of Lies, Frauds and liv, ; 
ſtices, whereby to over-reach thi 


Neighbor, and enrich themſelves t; 
wronging him. Were it not forth: 
Unwarrantable Methods, I know of :1 | 
State, that might be more favor'd 3 
Heaven, than that of Laboring Chr; 
ſtians: Would they but rcnounc: 
theſe PraQtices, be Diligent and Faith F * 
ful in their Callings, keep up Dilcs ; 
p/in, obſerve their Times of Prayz: 
and other Spiritual Duties, they migh: 
be ſo many Families of Saints, hav: 
Jeſus their Companion here, 21d thu Þ 
Juſt Rewprder hereafter, 

A Second Inſtruction we have f.cn 
this Saint in his condutt to the Virgin 
Mary, when having reaſon to gueſticn 
her Fidelity, he thoughr of Ieaving he; 
bur yet in ſucha quiet way, and with 
out noiſe, as to cait no blemiſh on he: 
Repuration, He was a juſt Man, and 


withou! 


—— — 
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withoot Condemning or Accuſing, was 
efoly'd to commit the whole Caule to 
God ; in this, leaving an excellent Mo- 
del of Charity to all Chriſtians, for pre- 
venting their taking part 11 their Neigh- 
bors Sins, by cenſuring or raſhly expo- 
ſing what they appreher.d b'ameable or 
unjuſt in their Condutt Tr would be 
well, could we never admir of any dit- 
advantageous Thought or Suſpicion 1n 
regard of our Neighbor ; burt.we lee in 
Se. j6/e;, how almoſt impoſſible it 1s, 
not to tall into theſe Temptations ; but 
however, it is in our power to defend 
our ſclves againſt the ſinful part, by re- 
j<Cting thoſe Thoughts, as not belong- 
ing to us, or at leaſt by impoling an e- 
ternal filence on our Tongues, by ne-' 
ver making that the ſubje& of our Dif- 
courſe, in which the Reputation of o* 
$ rhers is concern'd. It is ſomething 
' wonderfu], that ſo ofren experiencing, 
as we all do, the miſtaken and raſh 
Thoughts of others in regard of our , 
ſelves, we are not more ſuſpicious of 
the Judgments we are too apt to make 
inthe concern of others; and yet more 
ſurprizing, that being fo very nice 1n 
every thing that touches us, we are yet 
ſo very forward in bringing our Neigh- 
bor on the board, and making his fail- 
Q 5 10g8 
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Q22 St. Toſeph, 


ings the ſubje& of our Railery and mo? 
diverting Entertainment. Strange, we 
ſhould 1o lirtle refl-&, and not think 
{ometimes, how we ſhould take it, were 
it our own cale, and by this Conlide- 
ration, put a flop to ſuch uncharitable 
Inclinations, in doing no otherwile to 
our Neighbors, than we delire the; 
{hou!d do to us! But God is a juſt Re- 
venger ; and I queſtion-nor, but thoſe, 
who are moſt forward and cenforious, 
have, by his Permiſſion, as many 
Tongues to lay open their Sores, and to 
return a])l their raſh Conſtrutitons on 
themiclves ; beſides the puniſhment ot 
a ſtrange blindnels, into which he of 
F=n permits them to fa'l, in ridiculing 
and condemning others for ſuch Indi!- 
cretions and Faults, which are much 
more remarkable in theeaſclves, than 
in thole they cenſure with ſo much Se 
verity 3; and therefore raiſes no {ma. 
wonuer in the Hearers, to ſee them {o 
very ſharp-ſighted abroad, and ſo very 
blind at home; ſo that while they ſtrike 
at others, they become their own Exe- 
cutioners,ind wound themſelves; which 
at the ſame time betrays a great indil- 
Polition of Soul, by diſcovering their 
own tailings to be inexcuſab!e, in be- 
wg Wns againſt knowledge, but that 
thro 
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thro' an aff:Qed ſrupidiry they eirhey 
wi'l not take cre ro (ee them, or pains 
to amend them. Ir were therefore great- 
Iv to be wiſh'd, we cou'd learn ſome 
thing from the condut&t of this Sainr, 
fo particularly remark'd in the Golpel, 
in being more Cautious ia a Point, 
wherein our N-1ghbor's Reputation 
and our own Souls are ſo very much 
concern'd; fo as ever to let all that a- 
lone, which belongs not tous; to pre- 
vent all ſuſpicions as much as may b-, 
and never to bring rhat in pub'ick, 
which 1s injurious to our N:ighbor. 
This 1s the Methad of Sr. 7o/-p, and he 
follow'd it, as the Scripture ſays, bc- 
cauſe he was Juſt ; and it we obſerve 
it not, 'tis becauſe we are Unjult. 
Another Leflon we have fttom this 
Saint, in his Obedience tothe Will ot 
God, in quiting his Convenience and 
Home,and flying into Egyp: for the Pres» 
ſervation of Jeſus : Which is an Inſtru- 
(ion to Paſtors, of the Care they are to 
have,in preſerving Jcſus in the Souls of 
as many,as are under their Charge; and 
that for this they are to ſpare no Pains, 
nor be Aﬀeraid ofexpoſing themſelves, 
not only to Inconveniences, but tg 
Dangers too ; becauſe this is the Obli- 


gation of their State, and the Ea 
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Will of God, who requires it from 
their Hands; and if any loſe Jeſus, 
thro'their Negle&, the Loſs will be de- 
manded from them *'Tis and inſtruftion 
likewiſe to all the Faithful,of whar they 
are to hazard on the ſame account; 
there being very few, whoat ſome time 
or Other, are not ob'ig'd to venture 
great Inconveniences, even to the 
forſaking Parents, Friends and Home, 
and feek for ſhelter amongſt Strangers, 
for the ſecuring their Faith to Jeſus, 
and giving Proofof being his Dilcipies, 
Who is there, at leaſt, that is not put to 
this Trial, for the keeping a good Cor- 
{cience and Support ot aVirtuous Lit: 
The Wor!d is ſo Corrupt, Company, 
I'tiends and Converſation, lead fo ma: 
ny Ways to Sin, that whoever has not 
icarn'd to flee,and venture all theIncon- 
ventencies of fucha Flight, can neve: 
preſerve Jeſus long in their Souls : Anz 
this mult be, rho' there be no other 
Proſpe&, but of an Fg p: before them, 
where they are to live ſeparated from 
a'l Acquaintance, without the Com: 
tort of Friends, or other ſuitable Cor- 
verſation. Bur what then * Tho 
who will hazard al! this for the fake ct 
Teſus, and rhe fulfilling his Law, W1.4 
£10 21 taefe Worldly Comforts avune 
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dantly ſupp'ied in the Poſſeſſion of him» 
and that 1n loſing al: they have gain'd 

all. This is the DoQttin of Se'f denial, 
this is the Command of forſakirg all 
for Chriſt's fake, and of loving nothing 
more than him, ſo often Preach'd in 
the Goſpel, and laid down for the 
Foundation of a Chriſtian Life; and 
whoever has not learn'd this, has not 
yet begun to be a True Diſciple. Bur, 
O God, how great Grace is nece{ſary 
for us in this our State of Weakneſs, 
to follow theſe Leffons of this thy Ser» 
vant ! Help us theretore in thy Mercy, 
and ſince thou haſt provided us with 
ſuch Examples to dire& us in thy Way, 
!:t not thy Grace be wanting, by which 
we may not only purpoſe, but effeQu- 
ally wa'k in it allour Lives. 


% a . . ”- i 
St. Foachim, March 20. 


Eccliis 31. $, 11. Mat. 1.1, iG. 


1, Ather of the Virgin May: A 

Dav tor Parents to offer up 
their Prayers to Almighty God, thar 
they may be Faithfu! in the Dilcharge 
of their Dutics towards ther Children, 
1a 
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in giving them good Inftruttion, gord 
Example, and due Corre&inn, (od 
requires theſe at their Hands ; and ro 
be wanting In any one Part, 1s wt 
Conſiſtent with a good Contcience, but 
may eaſily come to be the Lols ot their 
own and rheir Childrens Souls, 'Tis 
failing in theſe Duries, 1s one of the 
great Occaſions of the ſo general 
Corruption of Youth; whilit Parents, 
whoſe Care it ought to be to cultivate 
their yer Tender Souls, by p'anting in 
them the Seed of the Goſpel, and kezp 
ing down whatever may hinder ns 
CGirowth, train them up in the Cor- 
rupt Maxims of the World, put them 
forward in thoſe things, wihch pro- 
mote Liberty, Vanity, Pride and Sen- 
ſualiry, and give them an early Knows. 
ledge of what they muſt either unlearn, 
or elſe periſh in the Prattice of it. 'Tis 
this unhappy Mcthod S. Zo#3 Cor1 tom 
to long ago lamented, and after ha- 
ving conſider'd the Solicitude of Pa- 
rents in procuring for their Children 
what is who!'y Superfluous and Unpro- 
heable, and negle&ting what 1s Necel 
ſary, condemns them as their greateſt 
Enemies, and Contrivers of their not 
only Temporal, but Eternal Masfor- 
eunes, If thou haſt any part in this 
| Guilt, 
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Guilt, ſeek timely Remedies, if it be yet 
in thy Power; let not Weak Nature 
be now thy Ru'e, bur Solid Reaſon 
and Religion, and ever forc&Inclinati- 
on to bend to theſe. Study not to 
Gain thy Chi'drens Love, by what is 
hkely ro make them Milerable, and 
be one Day the Puniſhment of thy In- 
diſcretion. Their Inclinations and De- 
tires are naturally Corrupt, and they: 
apprehend nor the Mitchievous Eftects 
of them ; therefore are Parents put 0- 
ver them, prudently to Moderate and 
Over rule them in theſe; if thou do'it 
not this, thou preverteſt the Order, 
God has eſtabliſh'd ; inſtead of gover- 
ning, permitting thy felt ro be go- 
vern'd by them, and in this depriving 
them of all the Benefirs deſign'd them 
inthe Parents Care, and expoſing them 
to the i!] Conſequences of their own 
Weakneſs. Follies and Paſhons... Pray 
for Remedy againſt this Important E. 
\1l, and if thou haſt no partin it, Pray 
at leaſt for thoſe that have: 'Tis a 
Point deſerves a Univerſal Charity ; 
the Public good, and the Salvarion of 
Infinit Souls very much depending on 
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22 St. Bencdi, 
It beirg alſo th: Day of $. Cuthbert, 
Who being a Monkin Nth ants pt 
after many Years of an Ermirtical Life, 
was choſen Biſhop of L!a4/-t-rn, and 
after I wo Years quiting that Dignity, 
return'd ro his Solirude again, about 
the Year 688. Pray for thy Country, 
and all the Paſtors of it, that being 
watchful in the Concern of their Flock 
and their own Souls, they may live to 
Edification, and do good to all. 


- own oD tl. 9 "5 AA 
St. B: neditt, Alzrch 3 
Ecclus 45. 1, 6. Nat. 19. 27, 29. 


'F FH ave receiv'd good Education 

from his Parents, and obſerv'd 
the Corruption of the World, he tt 
ſfolv'd, for better Security, ro with- 
draw himſelt from it; and having found 
a deep Cave remote from <!| Inh:bi- 
rants, he enter'd into it, and continu'd 
there for ths ſpace of Three Years in 
Prayer, Mortification and Faſting, none 
being privy to his Retirement, but 
one Re!igious Man, whoſe Care it 
was to ſupply him with Bread, Offer 
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up thy Prayers intheir behalf, who are 
engag'd in the Sinful Corruptios of 
the World, and b-ſeech God to inſpire 
them with the Thoughts of retiring: 
'Tis impraQicable for all ro hide them- 
ſelves in Defarts ; but there are none, 
who have it not in th-ir Power to 
withdraw fiom ſo much of the World 
at leaſt, as is to them the Immediate 
Occaſion of Sin. This all are ftriftly. 
obiig'd ro,and without ir, al! Thoughts 
of Repentance are but Superficial and 
Counterfeit. Tis true, this cannot be 
done without great Self denial and 
Penance ; but is it not true too,there's 
no poſſibility, without theſe, of Dil- 
ingaging from any Sinful] State, or ob- 
taining Pardon of Sin? Without a 
Sincere Change of Life, there can be 
no Converſion ; and if no Converſion, 
no K.nentance; where then can be the 
Hopes of Pardon ?* Great Re{oiution 
aiid Courage is necefſary for this 
Work, bey God to give theſe to all 
Sinners, Look a!ſo well into thy own 
State, and as far as thou fee'ſt Penance, 
the Forſaking any part of this World, 
neceflaty for thy Amendment, reſolve 
hearri'y upon the undertaking It 
Thou haſt the Example of Saints, nd 
the Church, at this Szaſca cal.ing thee 

co 
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to it 3. Let no Niceneſs or S-!f.!gre 
link thee to thy Sins, and hinder th 
EffeQs of Mercy : Who knows if thou 
ſhale have another Opportunity given 
thee ? 

2. Beingdiſcover'd at length in thit 
Retirement, he was ob'19'd ro quit it; 
but however liv'd ſtill in Solitude, an! 
remitted nothing of his uſua! Rigors; 
and amidſt thzſe ir was God Tri'd his 
Servant, permitting him to be Aﬀ.ul- 
ted with moſt Violent Temptati- 
ons, which were ſo very lively anl 
p:eTing, that they rais'd in h:is Imagi- 
nation Thoughts of laying by all, an! 
returning into the World. Being there- 
NR ——_ of himſelf, and truly Appre» 
henſive ofthe Danger, in which he was, 
he took a Reſolution of Repel!ling Force 
by Force, and going into the Field 
laid himſelf down in the midſt of Net 
tles and Briars, and rou''d there ſo long 
till the Pain of his Torn Fleſh had quite 
Extinguifh'd that Fire, which his Ene- 
my had kindPFd ; and thus the Wound: 
of his Body became the Cure of his Dy- 
ing Sou! : For from that time this Ho- 
ly Man own'd, he was never Moleſtcd 
with the like Temptations. Pray for 
all thoſe, who are diſquierted with the 


Suggeſtions ofa Milicious Enemy ;- 
ife, 
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iſe, tho' the moſt retir'd, is Exempt 
rm them in one way or other, and 
1s very Troub'ecfom to Pions Souls, 
0 be thus Perfecured ; being not only 
i Diſcouragement, but a'moſt enough 
0 carry thoſe, who conlider them not 
Right, on the very Brink of Deſpair ; 
and therefore they ſtand in need of 
good Advice for their direCtion under 
thete Difficulties, to give them Afſu- 
rance, that Temptations are the Trial 
of chy Fidelity, give them Opportunt- 
ty of exerciling many Virtues in hum- 
bling themſelves under the Hand of 
God, in making moſt earneſt Appli- 
cation to him for his Aſſiſtance, and 
ob'iging them to a more than ordinary 
watchfulnels over all chzir Ways ; but 
that they cannot Prejudice their Souls, 
tho' they were as laſting as their Lives, 
except only with their own Conf<nt. 
Lairare poteft, mordere nom poteſt miſt v0» 
l-1t:zz. Let them only b= careful to 
tollow S. Paxi's Advice; Teriatio 1:01 
ve appreh naat, nit humane, not to run 
unadviſedly into Danger ; and as for 
ſuch Temptations, which are the Un- 
avoidable Conſequence of Nature or 
their Stare, to Truſt in God, who 
who will not forſake thoſe, whom he 


thus exerciſcs, but give them Grace to 
1n1Prove 
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Improve under their Trial ; Face :; * 
tentatione proventinmn. Which above 2 
Is to be expeRted in thoſe, who (enih 
of their Danger, by Diſcreet Mo:tif: 
tions, are Solicitous to overcon 
Put this requiring the Grace of Gel 
Pray for all that are in theſe difficu!tis 
that God would be their ProteRor a 
Comfort. And if thou att at preſz 
In Peace, prepare at leaſt againſt t 
the Day of Batte]. | 
3- This Holy Man, eminent for hi 

SanQtity, was after this importun's i 
ſome Religions to be their Abbot, x 
take on him the Care cf their Monat: 
ry ; but not Reliſhing the Rigor & 

his Diſciplin, in which he oblizdi 
them to hve, they ſoon grew war 
and reſoly'd on a Wicked Expedient c 
removing him, by putting Poyſon 1 
his Drink: But God was p.cay'd 
diſappoint their Malice, and delivertis 
Servant by Miracle ; for upon his ms 
king the Sign of the Croſs over tit 
Glaſs,it immediately fel! in Picces; 
being inform''d of their D<-fign, he tou 
his leave of them, defiring them t0 
make choice olſome other Perſonmon 
fir for their purpoſe. Going tan? 
into a Deſart, he was ſoon foliow's 3 
many Holy Men, and atrer having 
p:ca i 
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-moted a Monaſtick Life and eſta- 
i'd a Rule, which has ſince brought 
th many Great Biſhops and Popes, 
ter having wrought many Maracles 
th on Bodies and Souls, he madea 
ippy End in the Year $42. it be» 
"Fo about the Year 494. when he 
"W-iird into the D-lart, Give God 
"SW hinks for his Extraordinary. Favors 
tow?'d on this his Servant, and Pray 
r all the Re!igiousof his Order, that 
he Example ot their Founder may be 
he Rule of their Lives, and that the 
Wiſciplin he Eftabliſh'd, may be exat- 
y preſerv'd amongſt them. Remem- 
er, Order and good Diſciplin 1s ne« 
eſſary, not only tor Religious Houſes, 
ut likewiſe for all other Families; and 
hat where this is NegleQed, there un- 
voidably follows a proportion'd de- 
ay of Chriſtianity ; ſo that, without 
ny ſort of Raſh Judgment, it may be 
onc!luded, that thoſe Families, which 
re not Orderly, are not Virtuous, at 
aſt, willnot (rw be ſo. If rhou haſt 
he Care of a Family, conſider thy 
harge, and forget not, that the E- 
ernal Welfare ot as many as areunder 
hy Roof, very much depends on thy 
xampie and Management. But if 
This be none of thy Portion, — 
| OW» 
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however. how exaQly thou comp/i 
with the Duties of thy State ; and 
thou make no O-poſtion againſt tho 
who wou'd reform Abuſes, and bring 
things into better Diſcip/in. 
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Holy Widow , whoſe Virt: 
are recorded by S. Jerom. Entring 
into a Monaſtery,ſhe was choſe Abbe 
and by her Exemplar Piery promote 
all good. She had now Sackclotht 
ſucceed that Rich Arrire , ſhe hl 
worn in her Conjugal State, and Har 
cloth to take the place of her Fir 
Linnen. T he Nights formerly Waſkl 
in Entertainments, ſhe now employs 
in Prayer, and having been attended by 
many Servants, ſhe 1s now the Servat 
ofall. In this State of Penance andef 
Humility, without any mixture ot A 
feQation, ſhe liv'd till God ca'l'd 
to the Poſſeſſion of what ſhe had fough. * 
It is now atime of Penance, proper 
following ſuch an Example ; look us 
on thy Sins, and ſee, 1f Juſtice & 
mands it not from thee; there will 
Trouble in the Praftice, bur this » IF 
one of thoſe Troubles, which will 
rurt.'s 
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md into Joy. Let this Example be 
fel! ways before thee. Take Neceſſity 
olor thy Rule, and keeping thy Eye up- 
tit, come as near it, as thou canſt. 
*t it be before thee ar thy Table, in 
iy Cloathing, Sleeping and Divertiſe- 
nents. Thou canit not depart ma- 
y degrees from it, but wath the 
anger of Sin To exceed in Sleep, 
« Sloth and Lazineſs, it has no great 
lorror in its Alpz&, but is the Fore- 
nner of ajl Evils : To exceed or be 
M\ice in Dier, is Sei/f-love and Luxury : 
Wl o exceed in Dreſs, is Pride and In- 
uſtice, in ſeeking Honor for what de- 
rves Contempt. Think of it ſeriouſly, 
aking thy Meaſures not from the 
Vorld, but the Goſpel, and thou will 
50n find Reaſon ro retrench. Ak 
race to follow the DiCtates of ſuch 
ealon 


Dt. IFicorions, and Two Þro-. 
; thers, 5. Cent. Marci) 23. 


H E Firſt was Proconſul of Car- 
| thaze under Hm: T1 King of the 

Vandals, who ftarding out againſt all 
Mhe Solicitations ot his Frince, ang 
'" um 
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him to renounce his Faith, was by his 
Order put to Death. The others wers 
Two Brothers, who, at the fame tims 
being ſerz'd, promis'd to be Compani. 
ons in the ſame Torments and Death 
which favor being defir'd of the Exe 
cutioners, they were Hung up in th: 
Air with heavy Weights at their Fee: + 
Which one of them not ſupporting, 
deſir'd ro be releas'd 3 but being call'd 
upon by his Brother, and put in Mind 
of his Promiſe, he took New Courag;, 
and offer'd himſe'f to ſtill greater Tor 
ments : Upon which they were Burn: 
with Plates of Iron, and Torn with 
Hooks, and thus finiſh'd their Marty: 
dom in the Fitth Century. What 1 
I do, in ſeeing this Courage and Pati 
ence of the Martyrs, but be confount 
ed within my ſelf, and bluſh at the 1 
peated Experience of my own Weil 
neſs ; there being ſcarce any Difficul: 
ſo Inconſiderable, bur what is aboy: 
my Courage and Patience? O God, 
when wilt thou give mea better Spirit 
ſuch as may carry me thro' the Ordint 
ry Trials of Life, that I may not thu 
daily be Worſted by Trifles, whilſt 6 
thers Triumph over the Severeſt Tor 
ments ! O God, I bow down and ac 
knowledge my Miſery, bur Hom 
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that thy Goodneſs, which frengrthn'd 
the Martyrs, will likewite be my 1up- 
Port, 


SY, 919707, AN Infant, March 24: 


Urther'd by the Jews in Trent 1n 

| the Year 1473. upon Good- 
Fridgy, when to expreſs their Hatred 
to Chriſt, they rook this Child of abour 
Three Years O!d, and having Strip'd 
him on a Table, Kil'd him with Nee+ 
dles, and Cutting his Fleſh into Vieces, 
Boi!''d it for to Tat: Thus they tri- 
umph'd in their Revenge again the 
Chriſtian Name. But being betray'd 
by one, that was an Attor in this Cru- 
elty,they had the Rewatrd of theirWick- 
ednelſs ; but what was lett of the Child's 
Body, was carried with great Solemni- 
ty to the Church, and the Infant has 
been Honor'd with the Holy Innocents, 
who were Murther'd by Herod, God 
himſelt giving Authority to it, by ma» 
ny Miracles wrouglit at his Tomb. 
Chriſtians cannot but expreſs their Ab- 
torrence of this 7ewijh Cruelty ; but 
ſince the Church on the Day of this Fat 
offers her Prayers ro God tor the Con- 
P verſion 
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verſion of that Peop'e, their Blindneſs 
muſt not Extinguiſh, but Excite our 
Charity for them : And while we be- 
wail them, we muſt not inſult, bur 
with more ſenſible Tears lament our 
own Obſtinacy and Hardneſs of Hearr, 
which has an Exaggeration beyond 
theirs; for we have it from S. Pa, 
that their Outrages againſt the Son of 
God, was the Effe& of their not know: 
ing him ; but our Sins, by which, a 
the ſame Apoſtle ſays, we Crucifie again 
Jefus Chriſt, are accompanied with a 
Belief in him : Let us then, this Day, 
frame a true Idea of our Sins, and 
while we deteſt: the Blindnels of th: 
Jews, reſolve of never more joining 1n 


their Wickedneſs. 


The Annunciation, March 25. 


Iſa. 7.10, 15. Luke 1. 26, 38. 
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'N T His being the Day, the Son 
God became Incarnate,and roci 

Fleſh of the Virgin Mary, give Thank 
to Almighty God for this his Infinit 
ercy, in ering his only Son for tht 
Redemption of Man. Oe 


March 25. 

2. Offer thy ſe!f for his Servant for 
ever, who for thy ſake ſtoops below 
the degree of a Servant, 

3.. Admire and Honor the Humi'ity 
of the B. Virgin, who being choſen 
Mother of Chriſt, ftiles her 1c]f his 
Handmaid, and let her Example be 
thy Pattern. 

The Mercy of this Day, when God 
ſent his Only Son to become Man for 
our Salvation, ought to imprint ſuch # 
lively Idea in the Hearts of all Chriſti- 
ans, as to lay a Foundation of per petu- 
al Praiſe, Adoration and Thankigiving, 
and oblige them to be Faithtul in his 
Service he ever. And to be wanting 
in theſe Duties is a ſufhcient Conyiftt- 
on, they either do not Think, or not 
Believe. For what can it #g leſs than 
Inſenſibility, to behold this Goodneſs, 
and not adore it; to receive ſuch Mer. 
cies from the Hand of God, and re» 
main cold and ungrateful under them ? 
An Eternal Homage and Fidelity are 
therefore the Indiſpenſible Ob/igations 
of every Chriſtian, and thoſe who diſ- 
pence with themſelves, in Fa@ re- 
nounce this Charafter. And yer when 
I reflet, how generally Corrupt are 
the Lives of moſt Chriſtians lo very 
contrary to what oy ought to be, this 
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one Thought abates the Joy of this Fe- 
ſtival, and obliges me to Celebrate it 
with Tears, fince the greater the Mer- 
cies are, ason the one fide, they ccm- 
mend the Divine Goodneſs, fo on the 
other, they manifeſt our Unworthineſs, 
in being Obſtinate againſt them all. $9 
that while I give Thanks to God for 
his Mercy, 1 cannot do it, but with a 
Sorrowful Heart, bewailing our Com- 
mon Miſery, in ſo little Correſponding 
with the Divine Goodneſs, being net 
ther ſofrn'd by his Fatherly Tendernefs, 
nor oblig'd by his Favors,nor reclaim'd 
by his Bleflings. And is it thus to go 
on for ever? Are we thus to live on 
Stupid and Unthinking, and be fenſi- 
ble of no other effe& of theſe Mercies, 
but in our greater Condemnation, which 
we ſhall unhappily draw upon our 
ſelves by our Negle&, Ingratitude 
and Contempt * Something cettainly 
ought to be done on our parts, while 
we ſee God doſo much on his. 

And what can we do better, than fol- 
low the Pattern before us * The Se 
cond Perſon of the Bleſſed Trinity this 
Day aſſumes our Human Natute, and 
and becomes Man ; and by this inet- 
fable Union of God and Man, has 
taught us, that Man may be Vane y 
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God ; in this then ought to be the Con- 
cern of our whole Lives, ro Extend 
in ſome manner the Incarnation of the 
Son of God ; and as he is made Man, 
fo we by putting on Chriſt, may be fo 
cloſely United to him, as ro become 
Divine. This Union is conſummated in 
Heaven, where the Blefled Souls are 
wholly Abſorpt in God ; but it 1s be- 
gun, and may be very much advanc'd 
on Earth, whilſt Chriſtians being made 
the Adopted Chi'!dren of God by a Par- 
ticipation of the Divine Nature, may 
ſubje& themſelves ſo fully to its pows 
erful Influznce, as to let that be the ge- 
neral Principle of their Life and AQi- 
ons, ſo that, with the Apoſtle, they 
may be able toſay ; We live, and not 
we, but Chriſt lives in us. Happy 
thoſe Chriſtians, who arrive to this 
Point : And happy we, could we, this 
Day, effeually embrace the Method 
of coming to it. 

This can be only done by our con» 
Nant Endeavors of Crucifying in us the 
Old Man, with all its corrupt Inclina- 
tions and Deſires, which carry us, with 
a ſoit of violence ro Sin. to the Earth 
and Creatures ; and of folowing thoſe 
new inm:pretſ.ons we receive from God, 
which {-parating us from all terrene At- 

Er 1 t<Ctions, 
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feftions, raiſe us to the Love of God, 
and the ſeeking heavenly things. This 
1s taking part with Chriſt, who com- 
ing to remedy rh: moſt ditmal EffeQs of 
Aadani's Fa'l, teaches his Followers to 
Renounce and makeWar againſt all that 
Concupiſcence, Pride and Perverſnck, 
which they inherit froin the Sin of 4. 
dam; for ſince Chriſt, and the Life te 
gives, is contrary to Atam, and to the 
impreſſions received from him, 'tis evi 
dent, thoſe Chriſtians, who putting 
on tz New Man, have the Spirit of 
Chrift abiding in them, muſt manifeſt 
this New Life, by ſtifling all ſintul In- 
clinations, and bringing forth the 
Fruits of his Holy Spirit. In this 
manner Chriſt being the Light, which 
dire&s their Judgment and Reaſon; bt 
being the Rule, by which they govern 
their Aﬀ-&tions and Will, and from him 
taking the Meaſures of whatever they 
undertake and &o, it is truly verify'd, 
that Chriſt lives in them, and their Lit: 
becomes the Life of Chriſt : And tio 
at the lame time, they are fenlib'e 
many corrupt Inclinations and naturi- 
Suggeſtions, in favor of Fleſh and 
the World ; yer inaſmuch as tl) 
caretully warch over theſe, and with 21! 
their power eyer labor to ſuppte!s 
them, 
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them, theſe only ſerve for their Exer- 
ciſe, and daily afford them new Mat- 
ter of Triumph; but it cannot be truly 
ſaid, that they live by them, but ra- 
ther, that they are dead to the World, 
and have crucify'd theic Fleſh wirh its 
Vices and Luſfts. 

This M=thod all Chriſtians, in this 
Feſtival, are oblig'd to undertake ; and 
'tis the only Return they can make to 
Chriſt for what he does for them ; for 
ſince he becomes Man, that ſo he may 
overcome the Devil, the World, and 
Sin for Man ; they cannot be Chriſtians, 
but by eſpouſing the ſame Cauſe with 
him, and making War under his Stan- 
dard. And fince he engages both Life 
and Blood tor gaining the ViQory,they 
are not to be dilcourag'd with Labors 
or Dithculties, but even venture all 
tor the Cauſe they have undertaken. 
And this being not poſlible ro Human 
Nature of it ſelf, but only thro' Chriſt; 
hence are they brought to the neceſſity 
either of putting on Chriſt, or of being 
overcome. For it they are not thus 
unir:2d to Chriſt, they can expeQ no 
bleſſing of God for their aſſitance ; he 
having decreed from all Erernity , to 
grant nothing to Men, bur in his Son, 
and for the Love of him. Jelus Chealt 
P 4 is 
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1s that Seed of Ar awvam, in which 2ll 
Generations {hail be Bleſſed ; ſuch there. 
fore, in whom [eſus Chriſt dwells not, 
cannot have an EffeQtual Part in this 
Promiſe, and conſequent!y are d:priv'] 
of the Principle of all Bleſſings, which 
's the Life of Grace. For Chrilt being 
rhe only ObjeQ, in which God is wel] 
pleas'd, they can no otherwiſe exp:& 
the Favors of Heaven, but as they are 
in him, and he in them. So that in hin 
being the Fountain of Grace, it is from 
him this ſpreads it ſelf, and flows int 
all the Yody,that is United to him; and 
if it reaches to others, it 1s in order to 

ive them Lite, and make them Lir- 
ing Members ot his Body, and becauſe, 
in his Comprehenſive Knowledge, hz 
he ſees them belonging to it. 

Upon this Principle are Chriſtians 
oblig'd to anſwer the Mercy ot this 
Day, by opening their Hearts to Chrilt, 
and giving them for his Abode, to I 
tisfie the Dury of Chriſtians, and accom 
pliſh that part of the Work, he has (et 
tor them to do. And the beſt Proot 
they can give of being poll:{s'd wii 
him, is their living by his Example, ard 
manifeſting his Lite in them. ForC: i 
being always the lame, and never c(I 
trary to himfelt, it he has his abc. 
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in their Souls, he wi!l a&t in them al- 
ways conformable to what, we know, 
he did in himfelr, and never contrary 
toit. And thcrefore tince he always 
ſought the Glory ot his Father in all 
things, ever ſubmitted to his Holy 
Wi'i; fince his Spirit was the Spirit 
of Charity, of Humility, of Meeknefs, 
ot Obedience, of Purity, of Peace, of 
Suffzring, oft Perſeverance, of Dying 
to the World and Sin, cc. it he be 
In them, he will effeQtual'y carry them 
on in the ſame Holy Method ; and 
this Lite will give Teſtimony of 
his Spirit reſiding in them, and that 
truly they live by him. Bur if theic 
Lives be quire oppoſite to the Goſpel 
and to the Life ot Chriſt ; if Pride, 
Ambition and Luxury, it ſeeking them=- 
ſelves and this Wor'd, be at the root of 
all they do; if they rrample on the 
Laws of God, and make theſe give 
way to their Vleaſure or Intereſt ; 
by whatever Title, CharaQter or Pro- 
| teſſion they are known and diſtin» 
euilh'd, 'tis evident Chriſt is not mn 
them, and that they live not by his 
Spirit : For tho' there be a ſort of mix- 
ture in the Lives of the beſt of Chi» 
 ſtians, and God permits, in this 1ms 
| perfec State, many Weakneſſes, to 
| P « keep 
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them Humble and Watchtu!, and make 
them ever mindful of their dependance 
on him; yet the main Body of thei; 
Actions is always regulated by his Law; 
and their perpetual So'icitude not tg 
tranſgreſs it, join'd with an effcQua] 
Care tor the recovery of Grace, on the 
apprehenſion of having loſt it. isa vey 
SatisfaQtory Proot of Chriſt abiding i; 
them; and where this is not the Itatt 
and diſpoſiwon of Soul, there's but too 
juſt grounds to conclude, that there 15 
wanting one Eflential Part of a Clift 
an; and that while they pretend te 
Honor God made Man for our R: 
demption, and take no Care to be uni 
ted to him, and live by him, they who 
ly deprive themſelves of his Mic, 
and are in evident danger of having 
ther Temporal Separation from him ts 
come Eternal. It can ve on'y tt! 
Grace, O God, can prevent this Mit 
fortune. help us therefore in this Day 
of Mercy; and thou, O Jetus, wi! 
commelt to fave that which was loft, & 
now the Advocate for ail Sinntts; 
open their Eyes, that they may {te 0 
Infinir Goodnel;,and their own Mikey: 
couch their Hearts ſo powerful'y, thi! 
they may renounce their evil Ways 2nd 
4OUOW Bhine, and 1-2 none periſh, = 

ave 
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fave in thee ſo plentiful a Redemp- 
tion 


St. '& i [0eris. Marc 26, 


Aving been a Diſciple for ſome 

| 4 Years of the Famous Aus 
in Eng ani, he return'd ro his Country 
and Preach'd in +triſr, in which his 
Z2al and Virtue were ſo Remarkable, 
that by the Importunity of the Empe- 
ror Charle-main, he way Conſecrated Bi- 
ſhop of Mwſt-r, where his Labors were 
bleſs'd with ſo great Fruit, that he 1s 
cald the Apoſtle ot that Province, and 
of the S107. His Zeal was wonder- 
tul in not Conniving at, but Repro- 
ving the Crimesof Perſons of Quality ; 
his Example was great in Mortification, 
Faſting and Watching, bur particular- 
ly in Praying ; of which he gave Two 
Remarkable Inſtances : One in im» 
poſing a Severe Penance on one of his 
C'ergy, who ſaying Matin> with the 
Biſhop, interrupted his Oihce for com» 
poling a Fire of Cnals, which by its 
Smoke diſturb'd the + hole Company 2 
The other, in not quiting his Prayers, 
v.hea 
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when ſent for by the Emperor, til) he 
had finiſh'd rhem. Having Sigra'iz+d 
himſe fin ſatisfy ing the Offices cf a 
CG: od Paſtor, he Died at Mwift.» in the 
Ninth Century. Pray for a'l Pre'ate: 
in God's Church, that they may ful! 
anſwer a!] rhe Duties of their Charge 
And, tor thy ſelf, having refleQed 
the u'va Diſtractions of thy Prayers, 
on thy Irreverence and Negle& ; hou 
eaſily they are put by for Trifles, hou 
t:cquently intcrrupted in Compliance 
with every Impe:tinent Thought, beg 
hearty Pardon, and reſolve on a better 


M<cthod. 
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St. chr of Egypt, March 27 


Holy Ermit of Egypr in the Four's 
Century, reverenc'd by all of ti: 
time, and patticulur'y by the Grez: 
Theodo/*us,to whoni bc foreto 'd his Vitte 
ry Over &ugerit FH never Eat Breac 
or any thing prepar'd by Fire ; his ore 
Iy Food was on th: Frurts of the Eat! 
which he reuch' not till Sur-ſet. Be 
was ſhutup ail the Vo eck in his Cel, 
without ſeeing or ſpeaking to any Bc 
of 
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dy; and on Swirays he opzn'd a little 
Window, and ſpoke ro tuch as came 
tor his Inſtruction. From Thirty to 
Ninety Years he liv'd in this Method, 
without ſeeing any one Woman ; and at 
that Age left his Ce!l for a better Life, 
Thou canſt more eaſily admire the 
Suints, than imitate them ; but ought 
not his Example be fomedireQion for 
this time, asto RecogeQtion and Faſt- 
ing * Canſt thou Curoff nothing of thy 
uſual Diſſipations, ſo to apply thy 
Mind to a terious Examination ot thy 
State, and to the Means neceſſary for 
thy Amerdment * Canſt thou Faſt no 
otherwiſe than hitherro ? An 1!l Cuſtom 
ftands 1nthy way : Thy uſual Exceſs 
and Niceneſs in Diet call upon thee, 
and to ſatisfie them, rhou muſt be pro- 
vided with what becomes nct the ime, 
and inſtead of iparing for the Poor, 
makeſt thy Table more chargeable. 
What is the Reaſon, but a continued 
Riot and Luxury * From theſe thou 
haſt thy Difpenſations; but how far 
will they be aliow'd * Ule Violence, 
and do better. 
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mon Danger, prais'd God tor thei 
Peace, and for all the Glorious Tr: 
umphs ofthe Martyrs. But at length 
Reproaching themielves of Cowardice, 
in lying ſtill, while ſo many were en 
gag'din Battel, they went to C:/2rea, 
and going to the Prete&, inform'd 
him of the true Cauſe of their coming; 
that being Chriſtians they deſir'd ro 
take part in the Sufferings and Glory 
of their Brethren ; upon which they 
were ſc1z'd, and after many Torments, 
being exposg'd to Wild Beaſts, they 
Aniſh'd a Glorious Martyrdom. What 
canſt thou fay amidſt ſo many & xam- 
ples of Chriſtian Generofity and Cov 
rage * So many Fighting tor Heaven, 
Renouncing the World and th-mſclves, 
and with Joy giving their Lives tor 
Chriſt; and thou Jying ſtill on 

£- 


N the time ot ['a'e LAN, when the \y d 
verity of Perſecution, carried the t 
Weak into the Defort, and Cur of I. BB < 
finit Numbers, obthoſe, who though { 
not fit to Retirey thele Three Sai ( 
having found a Shz]1ter againſt the com- I | 
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Softneſs and Delight, Courting thy 
Sznſes, Appetite and Inclination, with 
all that pleaſes, and as much in Love 
with Earth, as it that were ro be thy 
Heaven. Thick inearneſt; will rhis 
do ? W1'l the Love of the Worid ang 
thy f:'t bring thee to Heaven* Has not 
Chriſt commanded thee to deny thy 
ſelf, and ro renounce a!l thar is Earthly ? 
Give ear to him, and believe him, and 
let neither Example or Authority of o- 
thers p-rſwade thee, that there is Secu- 
rity in any other Way, beiides thar, 
which he teaches. 


\ ; * ood. Af oof 
St. CAF IT Zh # 5, 5.Cent.: 4 FT, he 4 ) 29. 


A Noble Man in 44#+:ica, who in 
the Periecution of the i#/mdal; 

was apprehended,and being put to Tor- 
ments, ſeem'd ſo defirous. of Marryr- 
dom, that the Malice of his Enemies 
repriev'd him from the Szntence of 
Death pronounc'd againſt him, that he 
might have a longer Martyrdom ; up» 
on which he was conden:n'd ro Work 
in the Mines, and afterwards, for more 
Public Ignominy, to keep Cows in a 
Place near Carihrge, where he was ex- 
pos'd 
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p2s'd to the Eyes of all. This was ng 
Confuſion to him, who knew how 19 
Glory in being Diſhonor'd by Mz, 
for the Tatereſt of Truth, and of God. 
Learn from this Ho'y Man th: Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, which 1« not to be p eas! 
with the eſtzem of Men, bur rathzr in 
being contemn'd by them.” TisPride and 
Self-love make us Solicitous to p'eaſe, 
and give Diſquier upon theAppichenk 
on of Contempt ; and according tothe 
degree of this Solicirude and Diſquiet, 
may be taken the Trueſt Meaſures ot a 
Prevailing Pride, and of Se't-/ove not 
ſubdued. Let this be thy daily Obtcr. 
vation, and accordingly uſe dai y En- 
deavors for overcoming thar, which 
muſt be overcome : For till rhou hat 
gain'd this Point, of placing thy Satif. 


faction in doing thy Duty, wherher | 


1t pleaſes others, or diſpleaſcs, and canſ 
think thy ſelf Happy in ſuch Acc+ 
dents, which bring AbjeCtion with 


them, and Diſeſteem,as being juſtly due 


to thy Unworthinels, and thy Stare ct 
Sin, thou haſt not the Spirit of the Gol: 
pe), nor any degree of that Humility, 
which Chriſt has taught thee. Pray 
therefore, and Labor every Day to 0b- 
T2120 at, 
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E was Born in the beginning of 

the Sixth Century, and at the 

Age of Sixteen renounc'd the World 
to undertake a Monaſtic Life on Aſornr 
Sina, under the Condut of a Holy 
Hermit, ro whom he 'was ſo wholly 
ſubje&, that he ſeem'd to haveno Will 
of his own, but ro be who!ly Dead ro 
himſelf. His deſire was to be unknown 
to Men,and therefore liv'd Forty Years 
in this Solitude, fervent in Prayer, 
induſtrious in Working and Writing, 
mortified in his Diet, ſparing in tus 
Sleep. His Virtues being at length 
diſcover'd, he was known to many, 
amongſt whom were ſoine, whoſe _ 
caſt upon him the Blemiſh ot Idlenefs 
and Tynorance ; but theſe he overcame 
by his Moderation and Patience, and 
brought them into th? Number of his 
Admirers and Diſcip'es. In his Old 
' Age be was choſe Head of all the Hoiy 
Inhabitants of Vwr Sina', and being 
Conſummare in Virtue, Died 1n this 
Charge an Example to all. It thou 
canſt not leave the Wor'd, thou muſt 
learn, at leaſt, to leaye thy own alt 
{| 
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All thy Trouble and Misfortune offfl 
Sin muſt be: dated from thy Wilfu'n:G Mt 
Obſtinacy and Poſiriveneſs + and rin 
thou hiſt obrain'd the Art of Submir 
ting thy Wi''ro the Orders of Provi. 
dence, of Yielding with P:ace und: 
th: P:i.1: and Violence of Men, tho 
mu 2xp2&t noCalm, that is true anl 
JIaſting. Thou mult die to thy ox1 
W.:'l, if chon defir'ſt to live to the Wil 
of (50J, This will preſerve thy Pex 
amidt the Calumnies and Malice o 
the Vorld, much better than Remos 
ftrances of Paſhon, or any kind of di; 
guis'd Revenge. Bur this will nerf 
be their Method, who love Idln6&« 8d 
indulge Sleep and Appetite: Beg1fÞ 
then here thy Reformation, if thouG 
ſir'ſt this Spirit ro have the Commaz 
of thy Soul. 


St. Benjamin, 5. Cent. March: 


j Eacon of P:ria, who in the P:rþ 

cution mention'd by St. 47 
1n his City of God being caſt into Fris 
and, after a Year, releas'd, witi 7 
Charge, of Preaching no more th: [-* 
of Chriſt; was again apprehendes ® 
Perils 


i 
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 offipÞrforming this Charity, and having 
n:; bis Bowels, with Cruelty, Ripr up, 
1 rilflend Torn with Iron, he Died in this 
mitYTorment. Reaſons are eaſily found 
ov. Mor diſpenſing with ſuch Duties, as 
nd: Fre Troubleſome ; and 'tis by theſe 
no MReaſons Tepid Souls are govern'd, when 
and Mhro' an Abturd Nicery they are more 
ox Wffraid of what will give them a ſhort 
WilEUneaſineſs or Trouble, than of run+ 
ex:Wng into Hell. This is not the Me- 
+ of Miod of the Martyrs, who living b 
no+MW 21th, knew no other Evils, but Fuck 
di-Ws are Eternal ; and for eſcaping theſe, 
er Mhecriully offer'd themſelves ro ſuch 
neck WWufferings, as threatn'd nothing beyond 
ego his Life. Pray thou for « better Senſe 
+B$f their Principles, and be not ſo Fond 
az St preſent Erie, as to run the Hazard 
vf Eveclaſting Torments : If thou art 
Maid of Suffering, fear that which 1s 
= Eternal; ler Self-love for once teach 
ee to be fo Wiſe, as to chule the leſſer 
vil. 


It being the laſt Day of the Month, 


1h Jeavor fo put a good end to it, by a 
A arty Thankſgiving for a!l Bleſſings, 
= I Preſcervations, and for all thy Afﬀictions 
1 o, and by a Sincere Conttition for 
I'M! thy Offences, for thy Sins of Igno- 
s ice, tor thy Hidden and Unknown 


Sins. 


_—— 
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Sins. Reſolve upon Amendment, w$:: 
beg for Grace, that it may bs ei 
fectual. 


aFR-L-E 


Sg, Mary of EX ft. 


April I. 


Orn in Ezypr, and having leſt | 
Father's Houſe at the Age 
Twelve Years, went to Alexa 
where ſhe abandon'd her ſelfto all 
Liberties of a Sinful Life : But with 
a few Years being rouch'd by a wonl 
ful Hand of God, ſhe reſolv'd upn 
New Life, and doing Penance fo: 
Sins, and for this End retir'd into 
Deſart beyond 'ordan with Ta 
Loaves, and liv'd there in Prayer 
Penance Seven and Forty Years, * 
out ſeeing any Perſon in al! that Tit 
Bur then was dilcover'd by Z aw ml 
Hermir, to whom ſhe gave an Acc 
of her Life; and haviag dzlir'd hm 
Teturn to the lame Place, the fol osf 
Year on Maud *Tn4")at) with 1:5 


þ 44 40 
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1nS::/cum, ſhe then receiv'd it from 
| offs Hands,and atrer Two Days Died in 


April t. 25 


e Sixth Century. Pray tor all thoſe 
ah»ppy Souls, who live in Sin, that 
ty may hear the Voice of God, who 
wites them to Repentance. Let the 
lercy ſhew'd to this Sinner Arm thee 


ainſt Deſpair : But then let her Pe- 
ance inſtrut&t thee, what thou art to do 


pon thy Change ot Life : For if i!l 
tbits are ſtrong, they will ſcarce yield 


Reſolutions, without the Concur- 


nce ot ſome more Penitential Method. 
here will be a Neceſliry of ſuch a Soli- 
de, at leaſt, as ſeparates thee from 
e uſual Occaſions of Sin, and gives 
e Opportunity of RecolleQtion. 
On this Firſt Day of the Month, 
akea Sincere Ob'ation of thy ſelfand 
thine to God ; put all under. his Con- 
& and DireCtion, beg his Bleſſing 
all thy Undertakings, and offer thy 
fro whatever Diſappointments and 
oubles his Providence has ordain'd 
thee ; beſceching himto aſliſt thee 
h his Grace, that thou may'ſt make 
ight uſe both of his Favors and Scour- 
Take a review of thy pſt Errors and 
il Habits, and let them not be end- 
, which thou every Month refolveſt 
amend, One Month is to be thy 
| laſt, 


258 St. Francis de Paula, 


laſt, who knows but it may be thi; 
mY now, at leaſt, as if it were to þ 
0. 


* — 


St. Francis de Paul, April 2B 


Phil. 3.7, 12. Luke 12. 32:34, Mh 
W 
Rom his Youth he ſeem'd inflam'4B&M 
__ with the Fire of the Holy Spirit Mer 
for retiring into a Deſart, he ſpent ſix 
Years in a courſe of great Auſterity,ac-Mth 
companied with almoſt continual Prayerce: 
and Divine Contemplation. Pray forIth 
all Perſons of both Sexes, eſpecially Jl 
thoſe, who are yet in their youthful JV 
Years , that God would diminiſh in 
them that exceſſive Fondnelſs of the FS 
World and themſelves, and give In 
them a true Senſe of their Eter- 1! 
nal State, that they may not admire, 1 | 
and adore Vanity, but only God alone ? | 
And if any are under thy Care, refle& 1 | 
on thy Obligation both to God and | 


them. See, they want no inftrufti- | 
on, keep them to their Hours of Pray* | 
ingand Reading, teach them to employ 
themſelves, oblige them to Order and ? 
Diſcipline, examan their a | 
ONs 
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nverſation , flndy to make them 
ſy in a Regular Life,allow them their 
Diverſions, encourage them in what- 
wer is Decent ; bur ſee, they be not 
Fond of what is Vain, Extravagant and 
Fooliſh : By theſe degrees, thou may'ſt 
Frach them to love God, to have a true 
Eiteem for Virtue, and live as becomes 
Chriſtians, tho' they leave not the 
EWorld. And by following a contrary 
1dRMethod, in giving them the Jiberty of 
It gratifying the Inclinations of a Cor» 
ſixJrupt Nature in every thing, which, in 
GFtheir favor may be hop'd ro be Inno- 
ercent, thou wilt inſentibly concurr to 
orfftheir Ruin, and roo late find their 
y Fflatter'd Innocence to end 1n profels'd 
ul Vice. 
nJ 2. Being prevail'd on to leave his 
e JSolitude,tor the Encouragement of ma- 
Iny Pious Sou!ls, who detir'd to follow 
» ] bis Example, he procur'd a Church to 
| J be Built near Par In Ca.abria, the 
7 Place of his Birth, and there laid the 
1 firſt Foundation of a Religious Or» 
der, obliging his Followers to obſerve 
| Perpetual Abſtinence, to go Eare-foor, 
] to lye on the Ground ; and that they 
| might be ever mindtul of that true 
Humility, which aq all he ron: 
| hem, as the ground of a 
mended to them, 6 Chris 


Mis 
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St. Francs de Party. 


Chriſtian Virtues,he call'd them 14:im; 
that is, the Leaſt and moſt Contemp 
tible of al] the Servants of God. In 
this Method he liv'd to the Ninety. 
firſt Year of his Age, and made a Hap- 
py Conclufion 1n the Year 1505, Pray 
for all of this Holy Order, that they 
may truly be what they profeſs, that 
they may keep up the Spirit of their 
Founder, and be an Example to all 0 
thers of the true Spirit ot the Goſpel, 
Learn ſomething of ir for thy ſelf; the 
Corruption of thy Nature can have no 
better Remedy,than ina diſcreet Abſti- 
nence from ſuch things as are too fa 
yorable to it, in being either Vicious, 
or diſpoſing that way. Thou art to 
conſider thy ſelf as one Sick, longing 
after many things, that are hurtful to 
thee; if hou learneſt not to deny th 
Inclinations, will not the Diſtempe 
increaſe, and put thee in hazard «ﬆ 
periſhing in thy own Corruption * Pra: 
Riſe his Humility too, for tho' thou 
art not oblig'd to follow him in Habit, 
yet except, like him, thou art trn!z 
Humble and Poor in Spirit, thou canf 
not be atrue Diſciple. Pride has many 
ſubtle ways beſides thoſe, that are com: 
monly reputed fo, and lying under m- 
ny Folds, requires thy beſt obſervation 
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to diſcover it, and yet greater Care to 
overcome it. Study all its ways, and 
by Prayers call in Heaven to thy Afli- 
france, and never think thou haſt done, 
tiil thou haſt learnt never to contemn 
others, and judgeſt thy ſelf the Leaſt, 
and moſt Contemptible of all, 


Cy 


St. Richard, April! 3. 


E was Biſhop of Ch:ichefler about the 
Year 1250. and Eminent for his 
_ Virtue and Auſterity of Life.Pray 
or the Prelates and Paſtors of the 
Church, and in particular of this Na- 
tion; that they may be every way ac- 
compliſh'd for their Charge. Pray for 
the People too, that Peace and Charity 
may be Eſtabliſh'd amongſt them, that 
they may be united in one Faith, and 
live according to the Goſpel. | 
It being alſo the Day of St. U!p/arus, 
a young man of Tyre, who in the Per» 
ſecution of Maximian, in the Third Cen- 
rury, exprefling ſigns of Joy under the 
Torment of Racks, and the Tearing of 
his Fleſh, ſo provok'd the Tyrant, that 
he order'd him to be ſhur up in a Ve — 
ſe] of by with a Monkey, 


ne er 
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an Adder, and a Dog, and thrown 
into the Sea; where he ſhou!ld be 
tols'd by the Waves, and thus pro- 
voke- the Fury and Hunger of thoſe 
Beaſts: In which manner he finiſh'd a 
Glorious Sacrifice, This joyful Sub. 
miſſion of the Martyrs toſuch Deaths, 
which we cannot think of without hor- 
ror, is fuch a reproach to our Patience, 
which is ſo ealily tir'd, and fo often 
worſted, that we have realon to lament 
our Weakneſs,and nor let this Day pals 
without Tears, not for their Sufferings, 
but for our being ſo very much un- 
prepar'd for ſuffering like them, I be- 
ſeech thee, O God, ſhew Mercy to me 
thy unworthy Servant, that while Iſo 
often ſee the Courage of thy Martyrs, I 
may give no Reſt to my Soul,ti1! I have 
obtain'd ſome degree of their Spirit. 


— 


Ot. Zozimus, April 4. 


N Anchoret of the Sixth Century, 
who having liv'd three and fitty 
Years in great SanCtity, was ſeverely 
tempted with the Vanity of thinking 
none more perſe& than himſelt; but 
God having regard to his paſt Labors, 
preven 


fifrif] 4. 26? 
prevented the Miſchiefs of this ſecrer 
Pride, bv inſpiring him with rchonghts 
of changing his abode, and going into 
a Defart beyond Jordan. Where be- 
ing arriv'd, he had not been there a- 
bove twenty Days, when at Noon, in 
faying his ſixth Hour, he ſaw at a di- 
ſtance ſomething move like a Human 
Body, and making up to it, it retir'd 
amongſt the thickeſt of the Wood ; bur 
concluding it to be ſome Servant of 
God, by loud Cries he conjur'd the 
Perſon to permit him to approach, and 
coming up, he found it ro be St. Mary 
of Egypt, from whom having heard 
the whole account of her Penitenrtial 
Life, he ſaw how much he came ſhorr 
of her, and that this was the EfteQ of 
the Divine Mercy for ſuppreſling his 
Pride, If this Vanity put ſuch tried 
Virtue in danger, haſt not thou reaſon 
to be apprehenſive of the leaſt approach 
of it ? Be watchful then againſt all 
Thoughts, which give thee Preference, 
or bring others under Contempt : Such 
Thoughts may ſeem back'd with good 
Reaſons; but | better examin'd, 
they are generally Raſh of thy Neigh- 
bor , in judging him upon very imper- 
tet Fug mee _ (ne as to 
thy (elf, in not dilcerning the great 

orcas Q 2 mix- 


264 St. Vincentinus Ferrerihs, 
mixture there is of Evil, in whatever 
Advantages thou dilcover'ſt. Be bur 
mindtul of thy great Weakneſs, and 
many Sins, and thou wilt never haye 
Reaſon to be Proud. 


— — - —— -  — 


St. Vincent ts Ferrers, April Y 


Ecclis 31.8, 11, Luke 12. 35, 40. 


Prieſt of the Order of St Doi 

nc, ofa very mortified Life, ne- 

ver eating Fleſh, nor wearing Linnen: 
His whole Employment was 1n Preach- 
ing the Goſpel, in Converting Jews 
and Infidels to the Chriſtian Faith, and 
Sinners to a Holy Lite; never omitting 
any Day, wherein he gave not Inſtru- 
Qtions to thoſe that were aſſembled at 
Prayers with him; and bting at length 
worn out with Labour and Age, he 
ended his Preaching and -Lite toge- 
ther in the Year 1419.Pray for allof his 
CharaQter and Fun&tion, that they may 
partake of his Spirit and Zeal,that wa 
_ faithfully labor in the Vineyard, 
and not permit Ignorance and Vice to 
ſpread, thro* their Silence or NegleQ, 
Fray likewiſe thou may'ſt do thy part, 
in giving good Exampleto all : Ap 
} 
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ly Life is a continual Sermon, by 
which thou may'ſt draw others from 
Error and Vice, and make a much bet- 
ter defence of the Truth, than by hot 
diſputing : And remember, an ill Life 
1s a Contutation of all thy pretended 
Zeal, 'tis the greateſt Injury thou canſt 
do to Truth, which ſuffers more trom 
thy Living, than others Diſputing a- 
gainſt it. 


i —— 
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St. Marce/iinuws, April 6. 


CLINny of State to Honorius, and 
i) for his great Virtue commended by 
Se. Auzuſtin, and St. Jerom, Being 
Commiſſon'd by the Emperor to decide 
the Controverſie between the Catholics 
and Donatiſts in Africa, without re- 

arding the Power or Threats of theſe 

trer, he gave the Cauſe againſt them; 
by which they were ſo exaſperated, 
that they refolv'd his Death; and ha- 
ing rais'd the Jealouſie of an Eminent 
Coutticr againſt him, under the Coun+- 
renance of his Orders they Murther'd 
him. He was much Lamented by the 
Emperor,and theChurch has honor'd the 
M<mory of his Sufferi1gs. Be but ſted-. 
Q 3 dy 
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dy ro the Cauſe of juſtice and Truth, 
and thou wi't need no other Perſccuti- 
on for the Trial of thy Courage. Seek 
to be Juſt on ali Occaſions, never flat- 
tering what deſerves Reproof, nor per- 
matting AﬀeGtion or Diſlike to carry 
thee againſt Duty. Examin the Work 
ing of thy Thoughts, rhe Cenſures of 
thy Tudgment, and fee, that a haſty 
concluſion of Evidence, where there 1s 
none, does not bring thee under the 
guilt of Raſhneſs. Keepa watch upon 
thy Lips, and ſpeak not in disfavor of 
others, upon common Reportsor Hear- 
ſays; for there is ſo much of Miſtake, 
if not worſe, in theſe, that ordinary 
Odſervation muſt ſuſpe& them for in- 
ſufficient Arguments of Truth. Pe nice 
in obſerving thy uſua] Severity, in put- 
ting the worſt Conftrution on what 
ſome do, and thy more favorable I:ters 
pretation.1n regard of others, and ſte, 
whether Paſſion be not at the bottom 
of this Partialiry. If theſe Points are 
not a part of thy daily Care, thou canlt 
not hops to be Juſt. 


SN. Aphbraates, April 7. 


Orn in Perſia, of Infidel Parents, 
but becoming Chriſtian he came 
to Edeſ/a, and in a little Grort, near 
that Place, began a Solitary Life, in the 
Praftice of Faſting and Prayer, by which 
he gain'd the Eſteem of that part of the 
World. But being intorm'd ot tne 
great Diſtreſs of the Catholics in 4nt/- 
«ch, by the Oppreſſion of Yalens, an Ari- 
an Emperor, who had baniſh'd their 
Biſhops and Prieſts,and forbid their A 
ſemblies, he quitted his Solitude, and 
by Preaching and Inſtruftion in thoſe 
difficult Times, ſupported the Flock in 
the Abſence of their Paſtor ; and Peace 
being reſtor'd to the Church by the 
Death of the Emperor, he return'd to 
his Solitude, and there waited till God 
ca'l'd him into the Company of the 
Bleſſed. The Exerciſes of Prayer and 
Faſting are moſt Commendable ; bur 
if chou art bent with fo much eagerneſs 
on any Mc:thod thou hat propos'd, 
that thou canſt nor bear a1 Taterraption 
or Delay, without Peevilh Relent- 
merits, there's Reaſon toſulpett rhee of 
too mich Politivencls, 2rd of a Will 
Q 4 not 
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not yer fubJued. - Chuſe rather wich 
more freedom of Spirit, to turn any 
Way, and anſwer all Occaſions, where. 
ever Gol ſe:ms to call thee ; and thot 
this may prove fome Abatement to 
Prayer ; yet, believe me, in thus Fol. 
lowing God, thou may'ſt as ſurely 
poll:ls him, as by more quiet Prayer. 


St. Edeſtrs, April 8. 


Orn in Ly:ia, but coming to Al: x- 
andria, when the Cruelty of Maxi- 
mian Galerius had waſh'd the Streets of 
that Ciry with the Blood of Chriſtians, 
he waited not? be ſeiz'd by Officers, 
but going up to the Judge, reproach'd 
him with his Barbarous Ulage of the 
Ciritians : Upon which he was pur to 
th? Worſt of Torments, and then 
thrown into the Sea. Does not this 
Bravery of the Primitive Chriſtians in- 
ſpire thee with ſomeGenerous Thoughts 
of Off:ring thy ſelf a Sacrifice to God ? 
T'15u hair Opportunicy of doing this, 
In all thou ſuffer'ſr, whether in Mind 
or Body ; whether from God or Man. 
And ifa Toi! Peace, at any time, takes 
this out of thy Hands, thou haſt 24 
a” 
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Labors ſtill ro offzr to him, as likewiſe 
the frequent Contradictions of rhy 
Will, in forcing it to ſubmir ro the 
Will of God. Thou haſt again the 
Dificulries of thy State to ſtruggle with, 
and the Trouble caus'd by thy inward 
Corruption, which will not eaſily be 
overcome. Ifrhou art Fairhful in theſe 
Occaſions, it is in thy Power to make 
thy Life an acceptable Sacrifice to 
Heaven, by giving it every Hour to 
God. Let not then Sloth hinder the 
Offering ot thy Labors, nor Imparience 
take thy Sufferings from the Altar, nor 
Self-love cut off the Selt-denials: For 
this is unworthy of thy Ca'ling,who art 
a Member of rhe Head Chriſt Jetus, 
and Fellow-member of the Martyrs. 


—ﬀ ——  ——— - CB > - 


Sr. Acdc LS. April 9. 


A Holy Biſhop in Meſopotamia, who 
: ſeeing the great Diſtreſs of many 
Thouſind Pe /ians, who had been ta- 
ken Priſoners by T--0+/44 the Younger, 
and were ſo Negletted, as to periſh 
with Hunger, ſummon'd his Clergy 
and having repreſented this great Ob: 
je& of Charity, Gu their Conſent 
ſ < 
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for Selling the Veſſels of Go!d and $il- 


ver belonging to the Church for their 
preſent R-liet,and ro ſer them at _— 
ty. Which w then the King of Per/ 

had heard, mov'd by this Charity Wen 
form'd by Chriſtians, whom he had per. 
fecuted throughout his Kingdom with 
fo much Crue:ty, he recall*d his EdiQs, 
and gave Peace to the Church. Tings 
was the PraCtice of that Charity recom- 
mended by S. Parl; If thy Enemy be 
Hwunzsry, giveh m to Ear, and if be Thirſss, 
£:Ve k;m Drink ; and *tis the beſt thou 
canſt peiform, for removing the 
Scourge of God from thy ſelf, from 
thy Family and Nation, and for making 


thy Peace with God in the Pardon of 
Let not then the Malice of 


thy $1115. 
others ſhut up thy Bowels of Compaſit- 
O11 ag eaſt them ; but help them for 
God's faks *, and thy own, altho* they 
uclerve it not. *Tis very 11] Manag: 


ment, ether to Lock vp, or to Magnifie 
thy State with that, which if thus cm- 
pioy'd in ths Relief of rhe Poor, might 
Open "Oo to thee. O God, how 
1:t'e - 40 tl oY vu nderirand thy Goſi pe! 

V7 ho are, Orc Solicitous to ſet tor th Clos 
KELS an h Site!) , £5,and ro eniich their 1] a- 
| ; Walls and Carcaſles, than to feed 
: 11 thy Poor ! Will not that be ther 
Anguith 
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ſ- Anguiſh at the Hour of Death, which 
Ir 15 now their Satisfaftion ? Rob thy 
4 Wal!s to C'oath the Naked ; Srtarve thy 


Vanity to Feed the Hungry : This will 
be thy better Treaſure, and thy Eternal 


" 
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N Anchore?t, who being inform*d 

of the Cruel Perſecution of the 
Chriſtians at Acxandyiaunder Max:imin, 
letr his Solitude, to Viſit and Encou- 
rage thoſe that ſuffer'd: Upon which he 
was caſt into Priſon, having none per- 
mitted to ſec him, bnr Heathens, who 
came to Mock and Inſult over him ; 
2mongſt whom the moſt Violent was 
one Philemon, a Famous Comedian, who 
hearing no other return\made by Apolo- 
1nius toall his Execrations, than this; I 
pray God Pardon thee, my Son, and lay 
none of thzſe Injuries to thy Charge ; 
was fo ſenibly touch'd, that he forth- 
with cried out, I am a Chriſtian ; and 
being order'd to be Burnt with Apot- 
lonius, the Fire ſparing them, they were 
caſt into the Sea, with others, who 
had likewiſe receiv'd the Faith. K.. 


nels ; theſe are the Arms, which the 
Goſp:l puts into thy Hands: Fight 
with thele, if thou haſt Enemies to 0- 
vercome, for they are more Powerful 
than Paſſion and Violence. To be 
more Expert, praQtice daily in ordina- 
ry Occalions; accuftom not thy («lf 
to Anger, or Peeviſh Reſentments; be 
not Noiſe and Loud; but with a Ge- 
nerous Sofrneſs ſtand thy Ground ; 
thus thou wilt poſi<{s chy own Soul, and 
gain thy Enemies. 


Q. I AP 1 at 8 
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Ecicitu 44, and 45- Aat.16.13,19. 


E was Biſhop of Rem? and fo Emi- 
& nent for SanQtity,that the very In- 
fdels had arefpett for him,ir being in fa- 
vor 0: him,that 4::las and Genjericy: ſpa- 
r:4d that City, who brought DeſtryCiion 
whereever they went It was 'ikewiſe this 
Ioly Prelate, who aflembled the Fourth 
T Eizc) al Courcail ar C24 ceiion, All. 
+5t. mn Which were Condenn'd the 
Eird is of Evt3ches and Netior us: And 
424g for Twenty Years in that $e 
labor'd 
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Jabor'd for the Encouragement of Re. 
ligion and Virtue, he made a hy 
End. Pray for the Prefent Bilhop of that 
Ciry, that God wou'd dire and aflift 
him inall the difficulties of his Charge ; 
that by his Zeal, a'l Abuſes may be re- 
mov'd, which carry Deſtru&ion with 
them, and may truly be ſtil'd like 4 
tilas, Hag llum Dei : Toe Scourge of Gen, 
Pray, that his Care may be to Eſtabliſh 
Peace and Truth amongfChriitians. And 
Pray for thy ſelf, that neither by an Ob- 
ſlinate Adheſion to Private Opinions, 
nor by Encouraging Vice, thou may'ſt 
give diſturbance either to Virtue or 
Truth; *ris the whole Body ſuff:.rs in 
the Corruption ofevery Member : Be 
not ſo unnatural as to gnaw at the Bow- 
els of thy Mother : She may beinjur'd, 
bur 'tis thou wilt perilh. 


——_— 
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St Sabay, a. Cent. A7ril 12. 


Ge: by Nation, but his Rule was 

\ the Goſpel of J-ſus Chriſt, which 
hs follow'd fo ſtrictly, that by his Cha- 
rity he kept Peace with all; he 
was Humble amidſt a World of Adnu- 
rers, ever ready to ſerve and he'p all; 
he efteem'd Silver as Contemptible 
Earth, 
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Earth. never providing beyond abſo- 
Jute N-ceſfſity ; h«- declin'd whatever 
belong'd not to: him, and could only 
ſerveas a Diſſipation: He avoided a/l 
Viſits and Entertainments, that fo his 
Prayers might have l:!s Interruption, 
Being appreherdetd for 1s Faith, he wag 
dragg'd thro' Thorns, and Crue Iy Bea: 
ren; and being Senrenc'd ro be Caſt In- 
to the River ; he cheerſi!ly went be. 
fore the Officers, beiceching God to 
have Mercy on his Judge, that he might 
not be loſt eternal:y, who had pur 
him intoituch a Compendious Way to 
Heaven ; he bleſg'd God, and ſurpriz'd 
at his Goodneſs, went on admiring, 
that he ſhou'd beca!Pd to this (Glory, 
who wasſo unworthy, Here is a Dif: 
poſition of Soul thou haſt Reaſon r9 
ask of God, that when D:ath approac;- 
es, it may not be thy Anguiſh, bur thy 
Joy : And ought not that to be thy Joy, 
whichputs an end to thy Baniſhmenr, 
and opens thee a Way to thy God * Ir 
will be fo, if thou loveſt God. Bur 
for this,prepare thy Soul by the Method 
of this Saint. Keep Peace with all, re- 
nounce Pride, love not Money, de- 
cline unprofirable Converſation , let 
thy Rule be to ſupply Neceſſity. Thus 
if thou fenceſt thy Heart againſt the 

World, 
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World.the Love of God will take place, 
and this-will make Death more a Mer- 
cy than Puniſhment, 
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) P Eing Converted from the 4:7 He. 
: 1) rciie to the Catholic Faith, his Fa- 


ther Lecvigilans, King of the 17/1corhe, 
aid an 4r/an, was fo Exaſperated a- 
g2inſt him, that he caſt him into Pri- 
ton,and loaded him with Chains; whe: e 
perceiving al! his Cruelty to be fruit- 
leſs, on Ea/'--- Eve, for his refuſing to 
Receive the Communion trom an A»: a» 
Biſhop, he order'd him ro be Myr- 
ther'd. Some time after, being ſenſi. 
ble of his Error, and his Crime, he ac- 
knowledg'd the Truth of the Catholic 
Faith, tho' over-aw'd by his Peop'e, he 
had never Courage to profels it. And 
fo he Dy'd, having firſt recommended 
his Son Rreeniiatns 0O the Care of an Or- 
thodox Biſhop, by wheſe Means being 
reclaim'd trom Arian./m, he became 
the Happy Inſtrument of the Converti- 
on of the whole Nation of Spain in the 
Sixth Centur y. i. Learn 


1 
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1. Learn what thy Duty is, whn 
for the ſake of Trurh, thy Parents and 

earet Friends become thy greateſt F. 
nemies : Chriſt and his Faith are ro be 
preferr'd to thema!}; and thou canſt 
not be a True Dilcip!e, but on thz(: 
hard Terms, of torſaking them, an a- 
bandoning thy ſelf ro their Diſpleaſure 
and Cruelty ; this Martyr, in contemn- 
ing a Crown, has taught thee to d-ſpiſe 
all worldly Convenience for the ſake of 
Chriſt : *Tis the Command of the Go- 
ſpel, and the Way to Heaven. Pray, 
that this may be thy Rule, whenever 
thou ſhalt be brought inro theſe 
Streights ; that thou may'ſt ſeek firſt 
the Kingdom of God, and its Juſtice, 
and make a!l other Conſiderations of 
Fleſh and Blood give way to this. Pray 
likewiſe for all thoſe, who at preſent 
are under this Trial; *tis a *Work of 
great difficulty, and requires a very 
powerful help of Grace, to renounce 
all the ſenſible Comforts of Tend-: Fa 
rents, and the Hopes of this World, 
for the ſake of Truth, which works 
only by Faith, and has its Rewards at 
a diſtance. Let them have therefore 
che Aſſiſtance of thy Charity. 

2. Pray for the Reclaiming all thoſe, 
how are Abettors of the .5rian, Sacinian, 


Or 


or 
th 
L 
le 
t 
V 
f 
k 
| 
| 


Arr#12. 277 


or whatever other Errors ; and beg, 
that none may be obſtinate againſt that 
Light, which God gives th:m, or neg- 
left to follow it, thro' Fear, or other 
Human Refpe:&s. The Thoughts of 
what the World will fay, and the dif- 
ficulty of Changing, ate Temptations, 
that give a Check ro the Light of Hea- 
ven, diſcourage many trom following 
It, and are only to be overcome by thy 
Grace, O God, Make theſe therefore 
ſenſible, we beſeech thee, rhar there's 
nothing more Honorable to a Chriſtian, 
than Juſtice and Truth; and that, as 
to change from Sin to a Life of Virtue is 
an indiipenſible Dary, ſo "tis likewiſe ' 
to change trom Error to Truth. 'Tis 
the EfF-&t of a particu'ar Mercy to dif. 
cover Truth tous; and 'tis a yer grea- 
ter, to give vs Strength to embrace it; 

nd can rhere be any diigrace in open» 
ing our Hearts to the greateſt of thy 
Merci:s? Have Mercy on thoſe, who 
by thi: De!uflon are kept at a diſtance 
from rhe. 
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SS. Tiburtirs, Valerianus and 
HMaximms, April 14. 


« '* 
W: a. 


N/m bein g Eſpous'd to St. Ceci 
ly, by her perſwaſtons embrac'd 
the Chriſtian Faith, and was Bapriz'd 
by St. U-ban, Pope, together with 7/6ur. 
tive his Brother. And now changing 
their Lives with their Faith, they em- 
ploy'd their Subſtance in the Relicf of 
the Poor,and their Time in reſcuing the 
Bodies of ſuch as were Martyr'd, from 
the Contempt and Fury of the Heathens, 
and giving them decent Burial. For 
which Charitable Offices being Accus'd, 
and having made a Noble Derence of 
their Faith in the Public Confeſſion ot 
the Name of Jeſus, and De-reſtationef 
the Idols, they were firſt Scourg'd, and 
afterwards Beheaded. And ſo wonder- 
ful an Effe& had their Conſtancy, Re- 
ſolution and Patience, on the Mind of 
Maxims one of the Officers, who had 
ted them to Execution, that hs de 
Clar'd himſelf Chriſtian; and ſoon afrer, 
with ſeveral others of his Companions, 
receiv'd the Crown of Martyrdom. 
Ln, 252+ x. Pray 


SS. Tihurtin, &ce. 299 

1. Pray for all thoſe, who ſuffer for 

their Faith, or labor under any Op- 
preſſion or Trouble, that God wou'd 
oY them Courage and Patience, and 
upport them againſt all DejeGtion of 
Spirit, and reach them to make a right 
uſe of all their Sufferings. Putup the 
ſame Prayer for thy ſelf. 

2. Pray for a'l thoſe, who embrace 
the True Faith, that with ic they may 
begin a New Life, tollow the Rules of 
the Goſpel, and by their good Example 
contribure to the Salvation of others. 

3- Pray for thoſe, whoſe Quality and 
Eſrares ſer them in a Rank above their 
Neighbors, thar they may make a Chri- 
ſtian uſe of a!l their Bleſſings, that 
neither by Prodigality or Hardhearted- 
neſs they may rob their own Souſs or 
the Poor ; but by their Moderation give 
good Fx2mp!le, and by their Charity 
learn to lay up Treafuresin Heaven. 


4. Pray for thoſe, who ſeem moſt , 


Obſtinate againſt Truth, for thy Op- 
preffors and Perſ:cutors : Remember ro 
deſpair of none, irnice thou ſeeſt thoſe, 
who lead others to Execution, may 
come tolay down their Necks on the 
fame Block : Thy Viitue and Patience 
may be a he'pro thus, 


$$ 
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SS. By/i/ifſa and Anaſtaſia. 
April 15. 


Ome of che firſt of this Sex, who ſuf- 
JI ter'd Martydom, being Diſciples 
tothe Apoſtles 3 their Spirit was ac- 
cording to the Goſpel, in relieving 
thoſe, who ſuffer*'d by the Cruelty of 
Nero, and Comforting ſuch as were obs 
lig'd to retire. Being ſeiz'd by the 
Emperor's Order, they were ſo little 
Apprehenſive of his Threats, that they 
even rais'd his Fury, by Remonſtre» 
ting their Innocence, whom he had put 
to Death ; upon which he Command- 
ed their Tongues and Feet to be Cut off, 
and afterwards finiſh'd their Sacrifice 
by the Sword. Strange difference of 
that Primitive Age " <t this! Then 
was the great Solicirude of Chriſtians 
to Signalize themſelves by their gene- 

*_rous Charity to the Diſtreſs'd, and to 
prepare for a Glorious Death: And 
now the great Concern is, to be mol 
remarkably Vain, and to Proſtitute all 
that to Extravagance and Idlenels, 
which ſhould be the Help of the Yoor: 
And canſt thou, Chriſtian, anſwer this 
Mcethod ; that God's Bleflings being 


now 


SS. Bafiliſſa, &Cc. 28x 


now mu'tiplied to thee in Peace, thou 


ſhould*{t be leſs Faithful in his Service? 


Let not thy Plea be in the Neceſſity of 
complying with the World ; for this is 
a Neceſſity grounded on the: Love of 
the World ; and hadſt thou the Spirie 
of the Primitive Times, thou wouldſt 
ſoon Rank the greateſt part of this Ne- 
ceſſity under another Head, even ot 
Superfluity and Extravagance. The 
only thing Neceffary is to Save thy 
Soul ; ſtudy this Point, and it will ſoon 
change all thy Preſent Ideas. 


St. Encratia, April 16, 


A Holy Virgin Born in Portugal, 
A bur coming with her Father to 
Saragoſa in Spain, and ſeeing there the 
great Cruelty of Dac/anus in Perſecu» 
ting the Chriſtians, ſhe was ſo ſtrongly 
mov*'d with a Holy Zeal in their behalf, 
that ſhe publickly reproach'd him with 
his Barbarous Proceedings :Upon which 
he was ſo enrag'd, that he pur herto all 
the Torments, that a Malicious Cruel- 
ty could ſuggeſt, rearing her Fleſh with 
Hooks of Iron, Cutting off her Breaſts, 
and having laid open her very Bones, 


then 
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then order'd her to be thrown inty 
Priſon, to Diea Lingering Death un. 
der the Corruption of her Wounds; 
and thus ſhe finiſh'd a Glorious Comba 
in the Third Century. And can 
thou, Chriſtian, now complain of what 
thou ſuffer ſt ? Thy Troubles are no 
other way great, than as thy want of 
Patience makes them ſo. Stand by 
this Martyr of Chriſt and compare; 
And yet ſhe rejoices, while thou art 
complaining She caſts the Devil into 
Deſpair, while thou art Pleaſing him 
by thy Frettul Impatience. Repent, 
ask Pardon for what is paſt, and by 
thy Prayers and Tears prevail on Hes 
ven to grant thee a better Spirit. 
Grieve not at thy Troubles, bur atthy 
Weakneſs,for this is thy only AfﬀMittion, 
All others may he!p thee on thy Way, 
and *tis this only keeps thee back, Put 
not off thy Amendment, 1n waiting for 
a change of Circumſtances ; but labor 
- change thy ſelf, and then theſe will 
0. 


St. Anicetus, April 17: 
Wiſd. 5.1, 5. Jo. 16. 20, 22. 


Orn in $yri-, and Biſhop of Rome, 
1) was put to Death for the Chriſtian 
Faith under the Emperor Antoninus, An. 
163. Pray for the preſent Biſhop of that 
See ; Pray for ali Prelares and Paſtors, 
and for the whole Church, that as God 
has Promis'd to lead it into all Truth, fo 
by their Care, who watch over it, it may 
be deliver'd from all Abuſes and Scan- 
dals. Ptay for all thoſe, who are di- 
vided trom it, whether by Herefie or 
Schiſm. 

It being alſo the Day of S. Stephen 
the Third Abbot of the Ciftercians, In 
the Eleventh Century, who Retiring 
into a Solitude, with Two other Com- 
panions, liv'd with ſuch Extraordinary 
Rigor, that in ſeveral Years, there were 
none Hardy enough to join with them 
in their Method of Lite; till at lengrh 
S. Bernard put himfelt under his Con- 
du&, whoſe wonderful SanCtity ſpeaks 
ſufficiently the Greatneſs of his Maſter. 
The beſt Path is that, which 1s trod by 
ſew : 'Tis berter Walking in this, cho' 
reproach'd by many, than to gain their 

good 


ood Word by joining with them, 

oes not thou obſerve, that Ambition, 
Pride, Prodigality, Injuſtice, Habitual 
Idleneſs, Intemperance, &c. are the 
common Pradttices ot Profe(s'd Chriſti. 
ans ; and muſt not thou forſake theſe 
to be a Chriſtian? Art thou then tobe 
invited by Number, or to follow the 


Goſpel, tho' the greater Number be 
gainlt thee ? 


—A— 


St. Apoloniis, April 18, 


Roman Senator in the Third C:n- 

tury, who in the time, when 
Commodis had given ſome Peace to the 
Church, was accus'd by his own Ser- 
vant for his Faith in Chriſt, and being 
ſeiz'd, obtain'd leave of the Prefe to 
give an account of his Faith in a Full 
Senate:Bur it not being in the Power of 
his Brethren to over-rule the Law, he 
was Beheaded,and thus Seal'd theTruth 
with his Blood. Doſt thou obſerve, 
how far a Soul goes, which is carried 


on by the Force of Truth, without | 


any rogers ro Preſent Convenience, to 
Intereſt, Honor, or Life ? If God rul'l 
in thy Heart, and thou didſt but look 

on 
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April 1e. 23; 
on thy Salvation the great Buſineſs 
of thy Life, theſe Private Conſide- 
rations would not ſo often put in 
Caveats againſt thy beſt Propoſals. 
Thou haſt Thoughts of being Good, 
but haſt not Courage to be ſo. In 
ſome Caſes the Apprehenſion of what | 
the World will ſay ; in others the Diſ- | 
pleaſure of Friends ; in others che Loſs 

of ſome Preferment or Intereſt; in o- 

thers the Fear of Reproach, or Re- 
trenching of State, is a Barr to the moſt 
Eſſential Duties, and the Intereſt of 

the next World gives place to this. 
See, it this benot thy Guilt 3 ifnot in | 
Great things, atleaſt, in thy common 
Converſation. Accuſtom thy ſelf to 
a greater Simplicity of Mind, and let | 
not Little Politics carry thee on, when | 
Plain-dealing would be much more to 
thy Purpoſe. 


St. Alphegis, April 1 9: 


Holy Man of great Auſterity, 
A was firſt Biſhop of Wincheſter, and 
afrerwards of Canterbury, and alittle be- 
fore the Conqueſt, after Seven Months 


Impriſonment, was put to Death o 


St, A/phegrs, 


the Daxe: in Hatred to the Chriſtian Re» 
Iigion, An. 1012. Pray for all the Bi- 
ſhops of Chriſt's Church, and in parti- 
cular for him, under whoſe Charge thou 
att: Pray for this Nation, that God 
would in his Mercy take off his 
Scourges from it, preſerve it from 
Atheiſm and Infidelity, and not let 
theſe be the Puniſhment of its Vice, 
bur make it Zealous for Virtue, for 
Juſtice, and for Truth. 

Before he was rais'd to the Prelacy, 
he liv'id in a So*itude near the Bath, 
where his Eminent Virtue invited ma- 
ny to be his Followers ; but ſome of 
them falling from their Firſt Fervor, 
cantented :themfelves, with deceiving 
their Superior with an aﬀfefted Exatt- 
neſs, .but out of his Sight took very 
Scandalous Liberties, particularly in 
ſetting up to Feaſt and Drink in the 
Night, and Faſting in the Day with 
the Rigor of the ſtriteſt Hermirs : But 
tho' they impos'd on this Good Man, 
yor CGod':Fuitice ſoon diſcover'd their 

ypocrifie in the Puniſhment of 1t. 
See- thou: imitate not theſe uphappy 
Men,burt obſerve exatily Diſcip!in : Tis 


. 


the Praftice of too many to Tranſpreſs 
Ir, and their Glory is to deceive' thoſe, 
under whoſe Care they are, by unduly 

going 


April 19. 287 


going Abroad,and unſcaſounible Meet- 
ings at Home Break al! tuch Cuiroums ; 
for there is fo much of Folly, Ijultice 
and Deceit in them, that they cannot 
fail of proving thy Scourge in bringuag 
Mitchict on thee. 


St. Iheotrmns, Aftril 29. 


Tſhop of Tomes in Scy:h/a inthe Fifth 

J ) Century, a Man of that grear 
SanQtiry and wonderful Meckneſs, 
that he ſeem'd firrcd by Heaven to 
dea] with ſuch Earbarous People, as 
were the Huns, who often gave him 
Diſturbance, and his own Flock, 
whoſe natural roughneſs made his 
Charge difficult enough. He was ſe- 
veral times Aſlaulted, and as often 
Miraculouſly deliver'd, God Mani- 
feſting the Sanftity of his Servar.t by 
his particular Proteftion of him. Ler 
this Saint encourage thee to be Mode- 
rate in mw Words and Attions. Rough» 
nef5 and Paſſion upon every Ocdinary 
Provocation, deſrroy all Society, and 
break Peace; *tis an Argument of a 
Weak Mind and I!! Education :; Labox 
therefore to avoid them, by a more 
Gentle and Softer Method, as thou de- 
| R 2 lic'lt 
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fir'ſt to preſerve thy Reputation, either 
as tothis World, or the next. The ltu- 
pid or carelels Temper of ſome may 
make a warm Reproof ſometimes ne- 
ceſlary ; but let not thy Paſſion or I!l 
Humor be Judge of theſe Occations; 
for the EffeCt of this will rather be Con- 
rempt than Obedience ; and a Mode- 
rate Remonſtrance will be more to the 
purpoſe, when theſe pnt thee upon un- 
ſeaſonable Heats, Suſpe@ thy (elf, as 
often as thou art diſturb'd, and rather 
chuſe then to deliberate, than to follow 
the DiQtates of thy diſorder'd Reaſon; 
and thus governing thy ſelf, thou wilt 


be in the beſt Diſpoſition for governing 
others. 


——— 


Ot. Anſelm, 12. Cent. April 21, 
2 Tim.4.1,8. Mat.$- 13, 19. 


Orn in Piemont, and reclaim'd from 

the Diſorders of his Youth by the 
Piety of the Famous Lanfaneps by his 
Advice, and of the Archbiſhop of Roan, 
he became Religious, and made ſuch 
vance in all Virtue, that he was 
foon choſe Prior, and then Abbor, 
| Going 
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Going afterwards into Erg/and to con- 
ſult Canfrancus, then Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, his Virtue ſo much recom- 
mended him to King Wil:am II. that 
afrer the Death of Lanfrancus, he ob- 
lig'd him to fill up that Vacancy, where 
his Zeal rais'd him ſo many Enemies, 
and brought upon him ſo ſevere a Per- 
ſecution of the King, that he was forc'd 
to leave the Kingdom. Returning a- 
gain under Seven, x he was again chaced 
away, bur being recall'd, he Died in 
Peace, being in Sackcloth and Aſhes. 
Let his eminent Virtue arm thee againſt 
Deſpair in regard of thoſe, whoſe diſ- 
order'd Youth gives thee little Hopes 
of good. God often ſhews his Power in 
their Converſion,and makes of themVel- 
fels of Honor. Upon the ſame Grounds, 
deſpair not of thy Self, whatever 
thy preſent Weakneſs be ; but ſtill con» 
tinue on thy Endeavors for Amendment, 
under the Condu@ of ſuch an one, 
whoſe Piety, Prudence and Patience, 
may ſupport thee under the delays of 
thy Obſtinate Evil. Zeal is not on! 
commendable, but 'necefiary, amid!! 
the general Corruptions of the World ; 
but if it ſtarts, and gives over irs Cauſe, 
upon perceiving Difpleaſure or Oppo- 
ſition of Meo, 1t is nor the Zeal of rhe 


R3 Goſpel. 
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Goſpel, Hemnſt have Courage to ſuf 
fer tor Juſtice and Truth, who under- 
cakes their Cauſe. 


9 S07erus and Caius, April 22. 
Apdc. 19 1,9. Jo. 15. 5,11. 


T7 O Holy Popes put to Dzath for 
the Chiijrian Faith ; the formec 
nader Marcus Aur lius, An. 180- the 0- 
ther under Diuleſian, an. 296. Pray 
for rhe preſent Biſhop of thar See, for 
a'l Biſhops and Paſtors of Chriſt's 
Church, that whether in Peace or Per- 
le:ution, they may ever bear Teſt:imo- 
ny of the Truth. Their Lives are pow- 
erful Perlwafſtves to Virtue, if they hive 
up to their Character, and to Liberty, 
1: they give Countenance to it All 
were never as they ſhould be; and if ti! 
be ſo now, a4 thou art ſ-nlib'e how 
very prejudicial this is to Chriſtianity, 
Pray for Remedy; rliy Charity may be 
ſome he'p to this Evil. Help nor to 
pub'jth their Crimes, which carry lo 
1nauch Scandal and Contagion where- 
ever thev go ; bur rather bewail them 
an Priva:e, and only inform thoſe , 
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whoſe Charge it isto reprove and cor- 
ret them. Let not their Infideliry 
make thee queſtion rhe Truth of what 
thou profeſſ:ſt. Thy Fairh is built on 
the Truth of God, and the Promiſes of 
Chriſt ; and however Particular Per- 
ſons may fail, yet theſe cannot. Let 
the Failings therefore of others make 
thee fear, and tremble, and humbly di- 
ſtruſt ofthy ſelf, but not of God's Pow- 
er, his Goodnels and Truth. 


ot. George, April 27. 


2 Tim. 2. 8,10. and 3.10, 12. Jo. I. 
"BE. X 


F; E is the Ancient Patron of this 

Nation: Pray therefore, this 
Day, for thy Country, recommend it 
earneſtly to the Divine ProteQtion, beg 
all Bleſſings upon it both Temporal and 
Spiritual, and let thy Peririons be mul- 
tiplied in proportion tv the ma'1y Eviis, 
to which ir is {ubject. 

2. He was a Martyr: Pray tor ajj 
thoſe who ſuff:r for their Faith, rar 
they may be? ſtreagrhn'd from avore: 
Pray for all others, uudcr whatever 
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kind of Trouble, that God would give 

elem Patience, and be their Comfort. 
Authentic Hiſtory furniſhes us with 
very few Particulars relating to this 
Martyr, beſides his being a Soldier in 
Cappadocia, and being put to Death, 
under Dioc/e/tan, for Chriſtian Faith. 
The general Opinion of his Courage in 
his Military Profeſſion, and great Con- 
ſtancy in his Suffering for Juſtice and 
Truth, have been a Motive to our Fore- 
farhers, to chuſe him for the Patron of 
this Nation, as hoping, by his Chari- 
ty, to obtain of God a plentiful Bene. 
diction in all Public Aﬀairs, and Suc- 
ceſs to their Arms. And the fame Con- 
iiderations may be Mortives to us, this 
Day, to enquire into our ſelves, and 
ſee how much we want his Charitable 
Aſſiſtance, in order to the obtaining 
thole ſo neceſlary Qualifications, which 
have render'd him ſo Eminent to the 
Chriſtian World, I mean his Courage 
and Conſtancy, without which we can 
neither do what we are commanded, 
nor ſuff:r what Providence has ordain'd 
for us. One that was a Soldier is a 
proper Patron for Chriſtians, becauſe, 
whatever their Sex or Condition be, 
they are al Soldiers of Chriſt, their 
whole Lite is a Warfare wpon Earth, 
, cace? 
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they have many Bartels to Fight, they 
are to meet very Foweriul Enemies ia 
the Fie'd, and without great Courage 
and Perleverance they can never hope 
tor Victory. 

Courage is neceſſary in the diſcharge 
of our Common Dauries, becauſe of the 
great oppoſition we meet with from the 
general Corruption of thoſe , with 
whom we live and converſe. Cuſtom 
and PraQtice have given ſuch Authority _ 
to ſinful Liberty and NegleC&, that a 
Compliance ſeems expeCted from «1! ; 
and thoſe, who refuſe to go along with 
the Stream, muſt look ro be Cenſu:r'd 
of Pride, Singularity and Bigotry : 
Now while this ſeems to concern our 
Reputation, and preſs upon the moſt 
Tender Part, ſuch as have not Courage 
to bear this Stroke, ſurrender them- 
ſelves, and yield, and by joining in 
what they diſapprove, ſhew, 'tis Fear 
carries them on, and that they would 
be Virtuous , if they were but bold 
enough to beſo. *'T1s this Fear puts 
great numbers upon complying with 
all the Extravagancies ofthe Mode and 
Age ; and tho' they are ſenſible, how 
diſagreeable, and even oppoſite, man 
of theſe are to the Spirit of the Goſpe], 
yet aw'd by what the World wall ay, 
R 5 they 
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they choſe to follow what they con- 
dermn, and become Children of the 
Wor'd, becauſe they dare not. be the 
D1icip'es of Chriſt. Hence it 15, the 
FPumility of the Goſpel, : :t5 Tempe- 
rance, is Moderation. ts Juſtice, 17; 
Modeſty, &e have fo very few A- 
betters ; the Wor'd has given thete an 
11) Name, and fets up for another 


Way, and here goes the Throng cf 


Chriitians 7; leaving but a jlender frum 
ber to &n-brace the F oolithne!s of this 
Weaorid, that which Chit has cholen. 
Conrage/again is neceiiary tor ft21nd- 
1g againſt Temprations : For wart 
'7 \this, VVeak Chiiftians are overcome, 
end many Fivus Souls filing 1to 
freat V+j:Hion, 'ey tiemle'ves more 
©p-wn 10 the Even y, a id become vn: 
107 at! tyoightoly eAreiics, by which 
they are tg expcit Relic, apain{t him. 
Fi» Corr of » Werknefsy tho! it be not 
direfi'y Sinful, ver tis as Prejucicia! to 
a Chi nhian Lie, as pr libly can be ; ard 
"£15 wwat 1 Con; ure ail, that pretend tO 
V;rtug;: ro Aim thervtelves againit 
wah eb thar Power, apd-to let no pre» 
text Ut Lroubieclym Aﬀgucrrs, or even 
of4bcir own Un workhinelt, ortregquent 
Jailngs, to flatter them inio Ut, towe 
YET 10 Way appeal 1&1) of ded repiow- 
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able ; for there's a Subtii: Enemr unde- 
this Cover, who deſigns infeniibly ro 
draw them into a Snare, from whence he 
knows they cannot be deliver'd, bur 
with Infinir Labor. 

Courage 1s {till neceſlary to ſtrug- 
g'ewith the many diftcnlces of rhrs 
Life, to ſtand,'viih a Chriſtian Modera- 
tion, under the Provocations, Inj- 
ſtices, Injuries, Opy":flions, AFronts, 
&c. which are tne Common Portion 
of all, but moſt particularly of thoſe, 
whoenderwor to liveaccording to ,the 
Goſpel. For tho', according to the 
common Charatter of the World, they 
are reputed Poor-{pirited and Tame, 
who receive ail theſes with littiſe or no 
Reſentment, and without Thoughts of 
Reral:atioa; vet 'tis certain, this is an 
Argum?:1t of the greatelt Courage, 
and that there's ſomething of Chriſtian 
B-avery in thoſe Spirits, The evidence 
of this appears upon ReflzQion, that 
to be eaſily Mov'd Is the effe& of Weak- 
neſs; 'tis ſo in Bodies ; the Shrubs 
and Rezdsare ſhaken with every Breath 
of Air, whilſcthe ſrardy Oak frands a» 
painlt the Violence of aStorm. Weak 
Temp:zrs are diſorder'd with every 
Change of Diet and Air; every touch 


moves the Clappers of liztle Bells,-and 
they 
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they are the moſt ſilly Birds, that cry 
our and flurrer upon every thing that 
croffes the Way. 'Tis ſo in the Mind 
and Soul; when theſe are weaken'd thro' 
Pain or Sickneſs, they are generally 
more Peeviſh,and can bear nothing that 
thwarts them, without complaints : And 
we obſerve in thoſe, who have a Natu- 
ral Weaknefs, their Paſſions are ſooneſt 
rats'd, and every little Accident 1s an 
Alarm, and puts them into ſuch Con- 
fuſion, that they are capable of no Bu- 
fineſs, either of this World, or the next. 
And may not we now hence conclude, 
that to be eaſte in Reſenting Injuries, 
to be foon Diſturb'd and Paſſionare up- 
"on the Follies and Indiſcretions of 0- 
Thers, is the Effet of Weakneſs; and 
that however the World gives it a more 
Honorable Name, yet *t1s nothing ber- 
ter than Cowardice, and has nothing 
Brave and Generous in it ?. For a Great 
Soul cannot be mov'd with ordinary 
Accidents, it paſſes by all theſe uncon- 
cern'd, and has more of Pity than An- 
ger againſt the Occaſions of them. Ir's 
Buſineſs is to preſerve its own Peace ; 
and *tis plain, there's always the great- 
eſt firmneſs of Mind, where it ſtands 
ats Ground, and does not permit it ſelf 
tobe put-intodiforder ;'* lis the _ 
eſt 
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eſt degree of it to bear common 
Provocations with quiet; and as it 
riſes higher, ſoit is able to bear greater 
Aſſlaulrs, and even to ſee the Terrors 
of Death, without being caſt down, or 
diſcomag'd. This is Conitancy, and 
the true Chriſtian Courage; *ris to this 
evenneſs of Temper we are to endeavor 
to approach; the nearer we come to 
it, the better qualified we are to ſrand 
under the difticukies of this Wor'd. 
againſt Injuries and Oppreſſion<,mnd a | 
the Trials both of Soul and Body ; and 
Sy obſerving, how ealte we are in ad 
mitting Reſentments, in being pro- 
vok'd ro Impatience, Noife, and Pati: 
fion, we may conclude, how many de- 
grees we have of a Coward, anc. of a 
Poor Spirit. 

There are daily Occaſions of Tdier- 
ving this, which I leave to every one's 
particu'ar Care; but there is one Ia 
flance of this Cowardice. which I am 
unwilling ro omir,ſuch as is often found 
even in Pious, and otherwiſe very Reſo- 
lJuce Sou's,and that is,the difficulty they 
have in preparing for the laſt Hour, by 
fetling their Temporal Aﬀairs, and 
making their Wills: '/This I call Co- 
wardice, becauſe it ſeems to proceed 
from the Apprehenſion they have of 

Death, 
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Death, and the Unwillingneſs of fuppo- 
ſing themſelves approaching to it : Ard 
it being very often atrend=d with a Sz 
ries of Conſiderable Miſchiets,requires a 
Chriſtian's timely Reſo'ution and Care 
for their prevention. For whoever re- 
fle&s on the Conſequences of this O- 
miſſion, in the Contentions it enrai's 
on Relations, and Families. in the [Ex- 
£nces and Law-ſuirs it otren occaſions, 
in leaving thoſe to run away with their 
Eſtates, who deſerve or want them nor, 
and in the Omiſhon, not only of whar 
a Reaſonable Charity, but often of 
what Juſtice requires, with others of 
this kind ; whoever, I ſay, refl-&; 
on theſe, and that a Haſty compos'd 
Willi, at the laſt Extremity, bur too 
often lays a ground for the like Dijorder 
and Confuſion, mult nec-flarily Cen- 
ſure' this, as a very great Neg'e&, and 
not agreeable to the Ruleseither of Pru- 
dence, Juſtice or ofChariry, and there. 
fore is a Point, which requires a Clirt- 
ſtian's Care, for the making a time'y 
Proviſion againſt that Hour, and not 
putting that offro the laſt, which ought 
to be done wirh greater Conſideration, 
than can be reaſonably expetted, wlicn 

Death begins to approach. 
Thus is Courage always neceſlary 
10T 
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for a Chriſtian, and without it he can- 
not either Live or Die wel!: And it be- 
ingrthe Gift of God, it ovght to have 
a part in'our Prayers this Day, that-fo 
every one may Hope to obtain ſuch a 
degree” of it, as their State requires, 
Grant it thereſore, O God; and fince 
thou art pleas'd to Exerciſe ſuch Weak 
Veſte's, and Poor Worms, as we are, 
with ſo many difticu't Trials far alove 
our Srreneth,leaveus not to our ſelves, 
bur mercitully aſſiſt us by thy Grace, 
that following the Examp'e of thy 
Saints, wemay- never be dented bur 
with Courazeand Reſolution perſevere 
ro the end. 


\{0 


Bl. Lift Ws, Hferte 2d. 
Ho'v Monk ſent by S. Groovy In» 

{ to Eno/and in Company of S. au 
£::5iim, by whom, upon the Corverſt 
en of King Erh:lbert, he was Confecra 
red Þ; Ihop Atter the Death cf S. Au 
oe#l in, the great Charge of this yet 
Tiufant- Chai ch feii upon him, in which 
tie had Citficulties enot och ; and thefe 
became uni pportalie, W hen &thellerr 
Dying, he was tucceeded by a von, 
whole 


40D St. Mellitruc, 


whoſe Idolatry and Notorious Wickel- 
neſs put him by all Hepes of Succel, 
1n the 11] Example it gave to his Sub- 
je&s. Upon which Melirw went into 
France, to wait there the Orders of Pro- 
vidence: When in a ſhort time the Re- 
markable Judgments of God awak'ning 
this Young Prince, touch'd with the 
Sznfe of his Impiety,he ſent for Mel/irw, 
was Baptiz'd by him, and Eftabliſh'd 
him in the See of Canterbury, where he 
Died in all Santtity, Ar. 624. T he beſt 
Undertakings 'have their difficulties, 
which many times are ſuch, as to leave 
the Undertakers without Hopes. If 
this be the Merhod God permits, canſt 
thou expeQ, in thy Aﬀairs, to go on 
without difficulties *? Thou muſt look 
for them in all thy Concerns, whether 
ot Body or Soul ; and muſt even then 
hold on with Courage, when Impati- 
ence and Inclinationa perſwade thee to 
Deſpair. Doſt not thou obſerve, how 
fomerimes the Sun is darken'd with 
Clouds, and Storms-diſturb the Air,and 
by both Light and Calm return again? 

oat is in all other Concerns; they 
| are ſubjeC to great Variety, and it muſt 

be thy Care to ſtand ſteddy under both 
Extremes, ſo that the one Deje& thee 


ronf rb ag other make thee not ms 
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v, Mark, April 25. 
Ezte. 1. 1D, 14. Luke 19, 1, 9- 


I, E was Diſciple of St. Peter, and 
one of the Evangeliſts : Pray, 

that the Goſpel may be the Ru'e of thy 
Life, and while thou profeſſeſt a Faith 
of what it teaches, ſee thy>PraQtice be 
not a Confutation of thy Profeſſion : 
Pray for all thoſe, who read the Goſpe], 
that thro' Preſumption and Raſhnelſs, 
they may not wrel It to their own Per» 
dition, but being aſſiſted by the ſame 
Spirit, by which it was writ, may be 
led into all Truth. | 

2. He went into Egypt, and was the 

firſt thay Preach'd the Chriſtian Faith at 
Alexanaria, where by his Labors the 
Church was Eftabliſh'd, and by his Ex- 
amp!'e the Faithful Train'd up in that 
Exa&t Diſciplin conformable to the 
Rules of the Goſpel, that they were a 
Pattern to all Believers, and Admir'd 
even by the Enemies of their Fairh. 
And after having ſuffer'd great Perſe- 
cution, he was call'd ro the Reward of 
his Labors in the Eighth Year of Ner:. 
Pray for all thoſe, who embrace the 
true Faith, and for all the Proteflors 
of 


492 St. Mark, 


of it, that they may live up to the 
Maxims of the Goſpel, and give r0 ec- 
caſton to Unbelievers, to Blaſpi:me 
the Name of Chriſt. There's nothing 
fo Scandalous, asa Wicked Life join'd 
with a True Faith, it carrying every 
where Contagion along with ir, and in- 
feting both Friends and Enemies. 
There's nothing ſo provoking to Al- 
mighty God, as involving the Con- 
rempt of his greateſt Mercies, and 
therefore drawing down his weighticſt 
Judgments. And how ought theſe 
co be apprehended by Chriſtians, when 
they conſider Alexandria, formerly a 
City of Saints, but now a Seat of Infi- 
delity ? *T'was the decay of that firſt 
Spirit open'd the Way to its Rui ; 
and "tis what ought to be dreaded by 


as many as obſerve the Vicious Lives of 


Chriſtians, leaſt the like Fate be the 
Puniſhmentof like Crimes. Pray for 
the Reformation of all Be'ievers, that 
Infideliry may not be the Puniſhment 
of abus'd Chiiſtianity. 

3- This being a Day of Abſtinence 
and Public Prayer, Iaſtitured by St- 
Gregory the Great, in acknowledgment 
of the Divide Mercy, tor putting a 
StOP to a Mortality in his time at 
Rome, which had cairi'd away many 

T houlands 
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' Thouſands by ſuddain Death ; it has 


been ever ſince obſerv'd by the whole 
Church, as a Day of Humiliation, for 
the turning away God's Anger from 
us; for the preventing all Contagious 
and Peſtilential Diſtempers, and for 
begging the Divine Bleſſing on the 
Fruits of the Earth. Be not abſenr,if 
poſſible, from the Public Devotion ; 
offer up thy Prayers with the Church. 
Imp'ore God's Mercy on all Sinners ; 
fail not to Humble thy ſelf; and in the 
Spirit of true Contrition, beg Pardon 
for all paſt Offences, that ſo thy Sins 
may have rio part in drawing Judgments 
onthe Public. 


SS. Cleizs and Hlarcellinmw, 


April 26. 
r Pet. 3: Jo Tor 10-83: 5, Tis 


W O Biſhops of Rome; the former 
being the Second, that fat in that 
Chair atrer Sr. Peter, and ſuffer'd Mar- 
tyrdom under Domitian : The other 
Succeeded inthat See in the time of 
Dieclefian , and as ſome Authors ay, 
being Terrified with the Severity x 
113 


404. SS. Cletns, Rc. 


his Perſecution, was prevail'd on to 
offer Sacrifice to Idols, tho* others, and 
thoſe the beſt Criticks in Hiſtory, 
prove this Paſſage to be Fabulous ; 
but however it was, it 1s agreed by all, 
that he ended his Days by Martyrdom, 
laying down his Life in Teſtimony of 
the Truth ; and that if he was ſtain'd by 
Denying his Faith, yhat he made a 
Public Reparation, an{ waſh'd it out 
with his Blood. Pray for the Preſent 
Biſhop, that fills that See, that he 
may be aſſiſted from Heaven, for the 
juſt diſcharge of his Duty, and be pre- 
ſerv'd from all the Criminal EffeRs of 
Human Weakneſs. Pray for all, who 
ſuffer on account of their Faith, that 
they may Hazard all Extremities, and 
forſake'a]l, rather than Chriſt and his 
Truth. And whilethou hear'ſt of the 
Pillars of the Church Shaken and Fa!- 
ling, Tremble at the Thoughts of Hu- 
man Weakneſs, and ſeek thou the belt 
Security in a moſt Profound Humility, 
and an Entire Dependance on God. 
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St.. Anthimis, April 27, 


| Prvep of Necomedia under Diecleſiay, 


whoſe Impious Edi& being Torn 
down at Noon-day by a Chriſtian, who 
could not bear the Blaſphemies it con- 
tain'd, the Magiſtrates were fo Exaſ- 
perated, that they Perſecuted the Chri- 
ſtians with the utmoſt Rigor, and 
their great Concern was to find out 
the Biſhop, who toencourage his Flock, 
ſurrender'd himſelf to the Soldiers, 
that ſearch'd for him, and being pre- 
ſented before the Judge , he faid, as 
Euſebius relates it ;1 am a Prieſt of God, 
whom I Adore ; I offer his Only Son 
4 Sacrifice to him, and in Offering him, 
F encourage my ſelf likewiſe to become 
a Sacrifice to him: The God, whom I 
ſerve, is worthy ofſuch Servants and 
Priefts ; bur for your Gods, they are 
nothing, and thoſe, that ſerve them, 
ſhall be cover'd with Confuſion. Up- 
on which, after many Torments, he 
was Beheaded. And he was follow'd 
by great Numbers of his Flock, who 
fell under the Fury of the Heathens, 
provok'd by a Fire, which conſum'd 
the Emperor's Palace, and was —_— 
Y 
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ouſly charg*d upon the Chriſtians. The Þ_ 


Love of God and Eternal Goods, rais'd 
in theſe Primitive Chriſtians the delire 
of coming to the Pofleffion of them, 
and they eſteem'd no Evils of this Lite 
a Misfortune, fo that by ſuch Suftering 
they could advance in their Way to 
Erernity, And are not we Created 
for the fame Happineſs with them? 
And why then do we ſuffer our Hearts 
to be link'd to Earth, and think our 
ſelves Happy in the Enjoyment of what 
laſts but for a Moment ? O God, this 
15 our great Misfortune, and not the 
Evils, which we ſuffer ; Grant us en- 
creaſe of Faith, that we may be Soli- 
citous for obtaining what we believe, 
eſreeming the Purchace :eaſie upon any 
Terms, and not permit what we know 
to be Momentary to have more Power 
over us, than what we believe Eternal. 


P——=—y 
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St. Vitalis, Afril 28. 
 Wiſad.s, 1,8. 170. 15. I, 7. 
T H E Father of S» Gervafius and Pr 


ta/.u5, Who for his Charity in en 


couraging the. Chriſtians to be Con- 
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April 28. 407 
ſtant in their Sufferings, was appre- 
' hended, and having been Tried on rhe 
| Rack, was afterwards thrown into a 
Pit, and there cover'd with Stones, mn. 
169, Pray for all that are under an 
kind of Trouble and Oppreflion, that 
God would ſupport them againſt all 
Dejeftion and Deſpair ; that by the 
help of his Grace, they may learn to 
carry their Burthens with Patience and 
Courage, and by this good Manage» 
ment of Temporal Evils, purchace E- 
ternal Rt. Imitate the Charity of 
this Saint, in Encouraging and Com- 
forting the Afﬀiicted, not only as occa- 
ſions ſhall offer, but even purpoſely 
going to ſuch, as thou haſt Reaſon to 
think in want of Comfort. Such 
Viſits ars the Beſt thou canſt make, and 
truly becoming ' Chriſtians, as being 
the Exerciſe of that Charity, Humility 
and Self-denial, which they profeſs, 
but will avail nothing 1f not praGtis'd 
in this Spirit. And 1sit not a thin 
moſt earneſtly to be deſir'd, that thoſe, 
who being Born to Plenty, and having 
Time on their Hands, which they are 
often at a Loſs, in not knowing how 
to diſpoſe it, wou!d remember the fre- 
quent Opportunities they have of doing 
good to others and themſelves, and - 


4.58 St. Peter, 


ſet Gaming, Idle Converſation, the 
Park and Plays, run away with all their 
leiſure Hours, but give ſome of them 
at leaſt ro their Neighbors ? How 
would they, by this Method, Treaſure 
up to themſelves Heavenly Comforts 
againſt the Day of their Trouble, and 
find the good Effefts of it in Everlaſt- 
ing Rewards ? Pray that all Chriſtian 
Breaſts may be poſleſs'd with the true 
Senſe of this Charity, and that the Pra- 
Aiice of itmay grow more in Faſhion 
than at preſent it is. 


St. Peter, April 29. 


2 Tim, 2+ $,10. and 3. 10,12. 
Fo. 15.1, 7. 


Religious Man of the Order of 

St. Deminie,who having liv'd ma- 

ny Years in the Praftice of great Au- 
ſterities, of Humility and Charity, and 
with an Extraordinary Zeal Jabor'd in 
the Converſion. of Sinners to Repen- 
tance, and of Erting Chriſtians ro the 
Truth, receiv'd the Reward of his Che- 
rity, by being Barbarouſly Murther'd 
in the Year 1252. on his Journey to 
Milan. Join with the Charity or 
07 
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Ho!y Man, this Day, and it thy State 
obliges thee to the Care of Souls, let 
his Example excite in tlice a Holy 
Zeal for th2 g»50d of thy Neighbor, 
and fee that none periſh chro' thy Sloth 
or Negle&. But whatever thy Condition 
be, fail nor, art leaſt, to offer thy daily 
Prayers for all, that are engag'd in Sin 
or Tirve: Their 11] State demands thy 
Compaſſion ; and if thou hadſt a true 
Senſe of it, thou wou!d'ſt never be 
wanting in this Charity. To live in 
Sin, in the Diſpleaſure of God, and in 
the Way to Eternal Miſery ; and that 
this is the Caſe of ſuch Infinit Numbers, 
of thy Fellow-members and Brethren. 
'Tis a Thought, which in as many as 
have one Spark of Chriſtian Charity and 
Faith, muſt be follow'd with Prayers 
and Sighs: Defe#io tenuit me, pro peccas 
roribus derelinquentibus legem tuam : M 
Soul Fainted away, ſays David, decals 
of Sinners, that focſake thy Law. Let 
thy Charitable Compaſſion have the 
ſame Effe& on thee, and 4 thee to 
bewail their Miſery : Such a daily 
Fainting of thy Soul may be a Meangy 
of giving them Life, and the beſt Se- 
curity of thy own. 


S Se 
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St. Catherin, April 40. 
2 Cor.10. 17, and1r. 2. Mat. 25.1, 13, 


Holy Virgin of Sje-ma, and of the 

Order of Sr. Pominic, who was 
wonderful for her rigorous Faſting,and 
other great Auſterities. God was 
pleas'd to Exerciſe this his Servant with 
violent and long Temptations, and 
with painful Sickneſs of many Years; 
under all which Trials ſhe held out 
with admirable Patience, Humility, 
and Reſignation,and had the Reward of 
her Labors even in this Life, in many 
Signal Favors receiv'd from the Hand 
of God. Pray for the Spirit of this 
Holy Virgin ; and firſt, that if thou 
art not advis'd to Extraordinary Rigors, 
thou may'ſt at leaſt be Faithful, in 
thoſe, which the Church preſcribes to 
all the Faithful, not requiring unneceſ- 
fary Diſpenſations, nor by ſtudied Con- 
trivances endeavoring to take off all 
Self. denial from them ; but there wil- 
lingly admitting ſome - uneaſineſs in 
ſuch Inſtirutions, as are ordain'd for 
thy Humiliation and Puniſhment, 
*Tis a kind of Fraud to deceive or dit- 
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appoint the Church, and thou canſt 
not over-reach her, but with loſs to 
thy Soul. 

24ly, That thou may'ſt be Courage- 
ous and Faithful under the Violence of 
Temptations ; theſe can be no Preju- 
dice to thy Soul, if thou yieldeſt nor, 
tho' they were as laſting as thy Life. 
Chriſt himſe!f has taught thee this in 
th? Temptations, with which he was 
Aſſulted; and with which he has been 
pleas'd to exerciſe the beſt of his Ser- 
vants. They may be very Trouble- 
ſom to thee ; but Patience under this 
Trouble will render thee more ac- 
ceptable to God : 'Tis Self-love puts 
thee ofren upon deſiring Quiet and 
Eaſe, and "tis an Effet of the ſame ill 
Root, to be Fretful, Impatient and 
DejeQed under ſuch Diſquiets. They 
may diſturb thee in thy Prayers and 
moſt Solemn Devotions ; but as lon 
as thou makeſt Oppoſition,and art Fire 
Pleas'd with them, they can do no In- 
Jury to the Sacrifice thou offer'ſt ; but 
may rather be a help to thee in a 
proaching to God; tor tho' undiſturb'd 
Prayer be more agreeable to thy 
Wiſhes, yet thy Zeal in Fighting a- 

ainſt the Enemies of thy Soul, and of 
od, may be more yr ul to hun, who 
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will be the Reward of thy Fidelity in 
thoſe Trials. Let it be thy Care to a- 
void Temprations, what thou canſt; 
bur at whatever time they come, if con- 
emning them will not procure thy 
Peace, ſtand reſolutely againſt them, 
and fear not, for God will be rhy 
Helper in the Day of Battel, and from 
the Malice of thy Enemy raiſe thy 

Triumphs. 
34ly. Pray thou may'ſt cheerfully 
embrace all Infirmities, Pains and 
Sickneſs, the Divine Providence has 
ordain'd for thee: All whatever betal!s 
thee of this kind, is the expreſs Ap- 
pointment of God, and if ſubmitred to 
with a Patient Conformity to his Will, 
may bea great Improvement to thy 
Soul. Grieve not therefore, tho' thou 
canſt not then Read and Pray, as at 0- 
ther times ; ſhort Ejaculations are, in 
thoſe Circumſtances, as effeCtual as 
longer Prayers; and remember, thy 
Soul may with much larger Steps, ap- 
Proach rowards God by Patience and 
Humility under the Inconveniencies of * 
Pain and Sickneſs, than in thy greateſt 
Recolle&ion of Hea'th and Eate. How- 
ever, when God ſhall Viſit thee with 
Sickneſs, lay not wholly aſide, as 1s 
£00 often done, thy uſual Races ; 
| ut 
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but as faras thy Condition will permir, 
delire the Aſſiſtance of ſome Charitable 
Friend, who moy Read and Pray by 
thee, Many are confin'd to theirChamber 
and Bed,who are diſabled from perform. 
ing this themſelves, and yet are capable 


_ of receiving this Help from another's 


Hand : And if a long Artention be 
Prejudicial, it may be eaſily proporti- 
on'd to their Strength, by the ſame 
Method, as Weak Stomachs obſerve 
with their Dier, who being not dil- 
pos'd for a full Meal, are advis'd to 
Fat little and often. Such help as this 
ſceins very neceſſary to ſupportthe Soul 
under theſe Trials ; for 'tis not reaſon- 
able it ſkou!d then be Negle&ed, when 
'ris its greateſt Diſtreſs ;eſpecially ſince 
this is the moſt EffeQtual Means to 
SinQtifie all Suffering, and prepare the 
Soul tor happily ng out of this 
Life. Burt then, if God ſhall ſo order 
it, asto remove all danger, 1s 1t not a= 
gain reaſonoble,that their firſt Strength 
ſhou'd be given to him, not letting 
Gaming and Cards for ſome Days get 
the Start of the Prayer-book, but Con- 
ſecrating the firſt degrees of Recovery 
to him that gives it? Reſolve on this 
Method, as often as thou ſhalt be in- 


pos'd, 
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diſpos'd, and queſtionnot but thy Sick- 
neſs will be a help to Heaven. 


It being alſo the Day of St. Erkenwald, 


Who was Biſhop of Lo: ſoon af- 
ter its Converſion to the Chriſtian 
Faith, and Eminent for SanQtity : Pray 
for thy Country, that God would pleafe 
to Viſit it with Heavenly Bleſſings, 
remove all Vice and Blindneſs,and fla. 
bliſh it in all Sanity and Truth. Con- 
clude the Month with Contrition and 
Thankſgiving, 


